SYDNEY BASIN KOALA NETWORK
KOALAS IN HAWKESBURY - UPDATE
Dharug and Darkinung Lands

Update based on Progress Report by
SBKN, EDO, Biolink and TEC. March 2024

Koalas are classified as endangered in
NSW. Our report does not indicate that
the situation will change and is indeed
likely to get worse.

Koalas in Hawkesbury

The geographic range and areas of koala persistence have
remained relatively stable between 2021 and 2023 with
slight increase in the area occupied by koalas across the
LGA. (1). This suggests the Koala population is currently
stable in Hawkesbury. However with less than one koala
generation (6 years) since the black summer fires, it is likely
we are not seeing the full extent of the effects yet.

Future in Jeopardy

This positive news of stability in the Hawkesbury Koala
population is foreshadowed by lack of protection on
private land, continued indiscriminate clearing under
the RBCC (see case study), cumulative impacts of
development and loss to vehicle strikes. Their future is
uncertain.

The community reported several koala vehicle strikes on
Bells Line of Road in the last 12 months. This vehicle hotspot
indicates the koala population is not coping with existing
development and traffic volume in this area (2), which is a
concern for this stable population. Lack of habitat
protection and continued pressure of habitat loss and
vehicle strike could push them into decline (3) unless
urgent action is taken.

Local Advocacy

Thank you to local collaborators for their advocacy:
o Hawkesbury Environment Network
e Blue Mountains Conservation Society
o Valley for Wildlife, MacDonald Valley Association
e Hills-Hornsby Rural Koala Project
e Lithgow Environment Group
e Science for Wildlife
If your group would like to join the Network, please
contact us: info@sydneybasinkoalanetwork.org.au

Rural Boundary Clearing Code places
Hawkesbury’s koalas at risk

The Rural Boundary Clearing Code (RBCC) (4), was introduced by
the NSW Government following the Black Summer bushfires,
permitting rural landholders to clear 25m of bushland along their
property borders. The RBCC was not recommended in the
bushfire inquiry (5), with no evidence it reduces fire risk, but does
have a significant impact on biodiversity. The clearing of koala
habitat by the RBCC is only prevented in LGAs with a
Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management (CKPoM) in place.
Hawkesbury does not have a CKPoM in place, leaving Koala
habitat vulnerable.

Hawkesbury Council is the only peri-urban council to ‘opt-in’ to
the RBCC and the community has since raised concerns of its
misuse for urban planning and fragmentation of core koala
habitat. In May 2023, a motion by Hawkesbury Councillors to opt-
out of the RBCC was narrowly defeated. After community
outrage, Hawkesbury Council committed to undertake Koala
Habitat mapping, with the eventual (but as yet unfunded) aim of
implementing a CKPoM. Meanwhile, habitat loss via the RBCC
continues.

This case underscores the risks posed to koalas due to voluntary
mapping and implementation of CKPoMs by councils. Immediate
action is necessary at a State level, including scrapping the RBCC
and funding councils with koalas to rapidly implement CKPoMs.

Koalas Need Connected Habitat

Koalas must move to access resources and find new mates.
Habitat loss and fragmentation pose the greatest threat
to their survival and will continue unless protection and
connectivity are made a priority.

Lack of protections in Hawkesbury means developments
are assessed individually leaving koala habitat vulnerable
to cumulative impacts. Implementing a Comprehensive
Koala Plan of Management (CKPoM) can protect against
cumulative impacts and safeguard habitat connectivity
at the landscape level, essential for koalas to recover and
get off the endangered list.

Legal Reform Needed

Support the development of a Comprehensive
1 Koala Plan of Management for Hawkesbury LGA.

Reverse the decision to ‘opt-in’ to the Rural
Boundary Clearing Code.

Reform state laws to deliver certain protection and
strong safeguards for koalas in all environmental,

planning, forestry and land clearing legislation (1).



https://www.sydneybasinkoalanetwork.org.au/fears_warragamba_koalas_have_been_fragmented
https://www.sydneybasinkoalanetwork.org.au/fears_warragamba_koalas_have_been_fragmented
http://hen.org.au/
https://www.bluemountains.org.au/
https://macdonaldvalleyassociation.org.au/project/valley-for-wildlife/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100079070600790&fref=tag
https://www.lithgowenvironment.org/index.php
https://www.scienceforwildlife.org/iconic-koalas-blue-mountains-project
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/sydneykoalanetwork/pages/29/attachments/original/1710918387/SBKN_2024_Progress_Report.pdf?1710918387

Distribution of Koalas in Hawkesbury
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Photo Credit: Koala in Kurrajong, Hawkesbury by Eric Finley (left), Koala at Bardens Creek, Sutherland by Mel Clarke (right)
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