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SUBMISSION ON THE SEVERE WEATHER EMERGENCY RECOVERY 
LEGISLATION BILL 

About the Submitter 

1. Founded by David Farrar and Jordan Williams in 2013, the Taxpayers’ Union’s mission is Lower 
Taxes, Less Waste, More Accountability. 

2. We enjoy the support of some 200,000 registered members and supporters, making us the 
most popular campaign group championing fiscal conservatism and transparency.  We are 
funded by our thousands of donors and approximately two percent of our income is from 
membership dues and donations from private industry.  

3. We are a lobby group not a think tank.  Our grassroots advocacy model is based on 
international taxpayer-group counterparts, particularly in the United Kingdom and Canada, 
and similar to campaign organisations on the left, such as Australia’s Get Up, New Zealand’s 
ActionStation, and Greenpeace.   

4. The Union is a member of the World Taxpayers Associations – a coalition of taxpayer 
advocacy groups representing millions of taxpayers across more than 60 countries.   

5. Nothing in this submission is confidential and we would welcome the opportunity to discuss 
this submission with you further. 
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The Taxpayers’ Union formally objects to the outrageously short (one-day) timeframe for 
submissions on this bill.  The bill has far-reaching powers to amend, by Ministerial fiat, other 
legislation.  Notwithstanding the understandable intent to facilitate rapid action in the face of 
natural disasters; legislation with this impact must be carefully considered. 
 
Allowing only one day for submissions robs the public of the opportunity to provide input into the 
proper development of such far-reaching legislation. Yet Minister McAnulty, in his instructions to 
the Governance and Administration Committee, stated: 
 

“However, the Government also recognises that there does need to be, as much as possible, 
time at select committee for experts to submit on this and try and improve the bill where 
possible.” 
 

This statement is incompatible with a select committee process that only allows one day for written 
submissions and a Committee report-back to the House on 5 April – only a week after written 
submissions have been received. 
 
Clause 17 states that every order made under this bill is to be revoked on the close of 31 March 
2028 (unless revoked sooner).  The Taxpayers’ Union submits that this clause be rewritten along the 
lines of: 
 

“Every order is to be revoked no later than six months after coming into effect, unless the 
following specified conditions are met that indicate a six month extension of the order is 
necessary.” 
 

It is difficult to understand why the bill proposes to have such a long (five-year) sunset clause, when 
much shorter periods are clearly much more appropriate for a bill that can make orders with such 
sweeping powers.  Far better to have these regularly reviewed to ensure their retention is really 
necessary. 
 
The Taxpayers’ Union requests that the passage of the bill be delayed until proper public scrutiny 
has been facilitated.  This means: 
 

• Extending the period for written public consultation; 
• Providing a proper period to hear oral submission; 
• Providing the Committee with the proper amount of time to consider written and oral 

submissions and prepare their report; and 
• Delaying the reporting back to the House until all of the above have been properly 

completed. 
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At the very least, we urge the House to commence an immediate post-enactment review of the 
legislation with a full select committee process.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
New Zealand Taxpayers' Union Inc. 

 

Ray Deacon 
Economist 
ray@taxpayers.org.nz 
 

 


