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Introduction to 
STAAR Redesign



Accelerating learning continues to be as important as ever and 
educators are doing incredible and difficult work

 Students have unprecedented needs
 The daily work of operations is 

consuming an outsized share of time 
and energy
 Efforts to improve alignment will 

help improve our ability to 
accelerate learning
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Changes are coming to help improve alignment

 Classroom practices that over-use multiple choice questions, rely on only 
short reading passages, and limit student writing can get small, short-term 
gains on STAAR, but evidence has shown they don’t lead to high 
performance or long-term student mastery
 Strong instructional practices lead to increased student understanding and 

stronger performance on STAAR
 It is possible for the state summative assessment to be designed so that 

it better aligns with strong instructional practices, while still accurately 
measuring student mastery
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State and Federal laws require a redesign of Texas’s state 
summative assessment (STAAR), effective 2022-23

HB 3906 in 2019 created transformative 
changes to improve the STAAR program.
 75% multiple choice cap
 Transition to 100% online testing
 Through-year assessment pilot
 Interim and formative assessments

Additionally, the federal government 
requires Texas to assess the breadth of the 
TEKS, which for RLA includes writing. 

These policies are intended 
to ensure assessments
engage students in the 
same ways they are learning 
in the classroom and reward 
good instruction while 
continuing to accurately 
measure student mastery.
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The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are…

Coherently building students’ background 
knowledge and vocabulary in all subject areas...

Asking students to write about what they read 
using evidence from text…

Providing various open-ended formats for 
students to respond to questions…

1

2

3

Supporting the learning needs of all students by 
providing appropriate accommodations…4

...and avoid less effective practices by…

…not just having students read passages on 
random topics

…not just reading without writing

…not just having students select among multiple 
choices

…not requiring all students to perform without 
appropriate supports



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are…

Prioritize cross-curricular passages in RLA that reference 
topics that students have learned about in other classes 

Include writing in all RLA tests, reflecting our updated 
TEKS, and having students write text-based responses

Add new, non-multiple-choice questions that are more 
like questions teachers ask in class 

The STAAR redesign will…

Move to online assessments that provide a full suite of robust 
accommodations for students with specific learning needs

Moving to online assessments supports all the changes above and provides faster test results to support 
accelerated learning.5

Coherently building students’ background 
knowledge and vocabulary in all subject areas

Asking students to write about what they 
read using evidence from text

Providing various open-ended formats for 
students to respond to questions

Supporting the learning needs of all students 
by providing appropriate accommodations

1

2

3

4



Knowledge 
Coherence



Coherently building students’ background 
knowledge and vocabulary in all subject areas

The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are…

1

1



Knowledge is essential for success as learners and critical 
thinkers

 1988, two young researchers and 64 
students in Wisconsin changed how we 
think about reading comprehension.

 The researchers created a replica of a 
baseball field furnished with wooden 
figures.

 The students were handed the same 
story covering half an inning of made-up 
baseball and asked to reenact it. 

11
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Here’s the passage they read

“Churniak swings and hits a slow bouncing ball toward the shortstop. Haley comes

in, fields it, and throws to first, but too late. Churniak is on first with a single,

Johnson stayed on third. The next batter is Whitcomb, the Cougar’s left-fielder. The

ball is returned to Claresen. He gets the sign and winds up and throws a slider that

Whitcomb hits between Manfred and Roberts for a hit. Dulaney comes in and picks

up the ball. Johnson has scored, and Churniak is heading for third. Here comes the

throw and Churniak is out. Churniak argues but to no avail.”

1



Who do you think did the best at correctly reconstructing the 
story?
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A. Strong readers
B. Kids with good knowledge 

of baseball
C. It made no difference

1



Let’s look at another example
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“Much depended on . . . the two overnight batsmen. But this duo perished either

side of lunch-the latter a little unfortunate to be adjudged leg-before--and with

Andrew Symonds, too, being shown the dreaded finger off an inside edge, the

inevitable beckoned, bar the pyrotechnics of Michael Clarke and the ninth wicket.

Clarke clinically cut and drove to 10 fours in a 134-ball 81, before he stepped out to

Kumble to present an easy stumping to Mahendra Singh Dhoni.”

What happened in this passage?

1
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1

x =
Language 

Comprehension
Ability to understand 

spoken language

Reading 
Comprehension

Decoding
Ability to apply sound-
symbol relationships to 

read words

Simple View of Reading

How Do Children Learn To Read?



Knowledge of the topic had a much bigger impact on 
comprehension than generalized reading ability.
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43%

53%

81%

86%High reading skills and high knowledge

Low reading skills and high knowledge

High reading skills and low knowledge

Low reading skills and low knowledge

Measure of Comprehension

Knowledge

Reading Skills

Background knowledge is critical.

Recht, D. R. and Leslie, L. “Effect of Prior Knowledge on Good and Poor Readers’ Memory of Text.” Journal of Educational Psychology, 80(1), (1988): p.16. 

1
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Lesson about the sun 
as a source of energy

Lesson 
about the 

battle of the 
Alamo

Stories of the 
nautical 

adventures of 
a sailor that is 

also a giant

Student B is building background knowledge through connections across subjects

Social studies

In effective classrooms, teachers are building students’ 
background knowledge and vocabulary across subjects

1

Science

ELA
4th Grade - Student A

Student A learns 
different things in 
Science, Social Studies, 
and ELA that don’t 
connect to each other

4th Grade - Student B

ELA

Writing lesson to 
explain the 

characteristics of 
earth’s layers as 

part of geology unit

Science

Social studies

Weathering lesson 
describing changes in 

the earth’s surface

Discussion 
of terrain 

and 
adaptations 

made by 
Native 

Americans 
to navigate 

the land



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are… The STAAR redesign will…

1

Prioritize cross-curricular passages in RLA that reference 
topics that students have learned about in other classes 

Coherently building students’ background 
knowledge and vocabulary in all subject areas

1



Passages already must meet several requirements and get 
approved by Texas teachers before appearing on STAAR RLA tests

Passages are developed, and then reviewed and 
approved by Texas educators to ensure they: 
 represent polished, high-quality writing and are 

considered exemplary samples of eligible 
genres 

 include reliable and accurate information
 are unbiased against or toward any group
 are as engaging as possible for students
 are appropriate for the intended grade level, 

including readability indicators
 contain enough content to assess multiple 

student expectations
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1

Excerpt from Sample Grade 5 RLA Passage, The Cholla Cactus



Now, passages will also be intentionally selected to cover 
cross-curricular content 
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1

Excerpt from Sample Grade 5 RLA Passage, The Cholla Cactus

Direct connections to grade four science TEKS 
4.10.A: explore how structures and functions 
enable organisms to survive in their environment

Direct connections to grade five science TEKS 
5.9.A: observe the way organisms live and 
survive in their ecosystem by interacting with the 
living and nonliving components



Questions will continue to assess RLA TEKS
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1

Excerpt from Sample Grade 5 RLA Passage, The Cholla Cactus

Grade 5 Reading TEKS 5.R.7.C: Use text evidence to support an 
appropriate response.

Although the passage content is connected 
to science TEKS, students will continue to 

be assessed only on RLA TEKS

Sample Question from Grade 5 RLA Passage, The Cholla Cactus



Text-Based 
Responses



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are…

2

Asking students to write about what they 
read using evidence from text

2



In the classroom, strong teachers are supporting students in 
becoming better readers by...
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2

Having students write 
using evidence from texts 

they are reading 

Having students write in 
all grade levels and all 

subject areas 

STAAR is getting redesigned based on these two practices



Learning to read well means grounding reading, writing, 
and speaking in evidence from text

Reading and writing are reciprocal processes. Writing about what you read strengthens 
comprehension.

By grounding the discussion in the text, all students are given an equal opportunity to engage. 

Support knowledge building in content-rich text, and point students toward the most important 
parts of the text. 

The length and quality of student recall improves when responding to content-based lessons 
grounded in text. 

The ability to cite evidence differentiates strong from weak student performance on National 
Assessment Education Progress, AP Exams, and other college-readiness assessments. 

2/15/2022

McKeown, M. G., Beck, I. L., & Blake, R. G. “Rethinking Reading Comprehension Instruction: A Comparison of Instruction for Strategies and Content Approaches.” Reading Research Quarterly, 44(3), (2009): 218-253.

2



Basing writing (and speaking) in text better reflects effective 
instructional practices
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2

Prompt based on personal knowledge and experience: 
“What is your favorite place that you’ve traveled to? 
What did it look like and what was your favorite part?”

Prompt based on text:
“Read these two articles about two different locations. 
Using evidence from the articles, write a summary of the 
advantages and disadvantages of each location and your 
recommendation on which one to visit.”

Which of these prompts is more 
aligned with the writing that you 
have been expected to do in your 

adult life? 

Which of these prompts relies less 
on school-based instruction and 

more on outside-of-school 
experiences? 



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are… The STAAR redesign will…

2

Include writing in all RLA tests, reflecting our updated 
TEKS, and having students write text-based responses

Asking students to write about what they 
read using evidence from text

2



Previously, students were asked to write in response to a 
stand-alone question

The previous 4th and 7th

grade writing prompts asked 
students to write in 
response to a stand-alone 
prompt, without being 
asked to read any associated 
passages.

*Grade 4 STAAR assessment, 2019

2



Based on research and stakeholder feedback, redesigned STAAR 
will ask students to write using evidence from text
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2

In the redesigned STAAR, 
writing prompts in all grade 
levels will ask students to 
write using evidence from 
the text to support their 
response. 

Read the play “The Spelling Test.” Based on the 
information in the play, write a response to the following:

Explain how Herbie’s behavior changes and how this is 
developed by the playwright.

Write a well-organized informational essay that uses 
specific evidence from the play to support your answer.

Remember to —
• clearly state your central idea
• organize your writing
• develop your ideas in detail
• use evidence from the selection in your response
• use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 

and grammar

Excerpt from Sample Grade 4 
RLA Passage, The Spelling Test

…



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are…

3

Providing various open-ended formats for 
students to respond to questions…

3



In the classroom, students are asked to engage with content in 
multiple ways to gain and express understanding

Grade 4 RLA TEKS
 4.6.F Make inferences 

and use evidence to 
support understanding;

 4.8.A Infer basic themes 
supported by text 
evidence;

 4.9.B Explain figurative 
language such as simile, 
metaphor, and 
personification that the 
poet uses to create 
images

31

3

Example: “Write a cause and effect 
paragraph explaining how the French and 
Indian War eventually led to the Stamp 
Act and colonial protests” 



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are… The STAAR redesign will…

3

Providing various open-ended formats for 
students to respond to questions…

3 Add new, non-multiple-choice questions that are more 
like questions teachers ask in class



New STAAR question types are more like the kind teachers ask in 
class

33

Grade 4 Lesson Potential new STAAR question

3

This potential new STAAR question asks students to answer 
an open-ended question using evidence from the text 

Excerpt from Sample Grade 5 
RLA Passage, The Cholla Cactus

In this lesson, students are asked to write an open-ended  
response using evidence from the text



Any new question type will need to be able to meet our existing current 
rigorous requirements for STAAR questions AND provide additional benefits

34

3

New questions will need to meet our existing 
rigorous requirements for STAAR, including:

 Valid statistics from field tests

 Alignment with TEKS

 Grade level appropriateness

 Lack of bias

 Accessibility for all students

 Review and approval from group of Texas 
educators who teach the grade level and agree 
students should be able to answer these 
questions at the end of the year

TEA has worked closely with students and educators to 
determine which new question types best support students:

 600 educators participated in focus groups on new question 
types

 200+ students participated in input gathering around new 
question types including feedback sessions, think-alouds, and 
perception sharing

 92% of educators agree that the new question types allow 
students to better demonstrate their knowledge.

 89% of educators believe that the new question types are 
more engaging for students

 80%+ of educators agree that new question types will impact 
instructional planning



The STAAR redesign is based on improving alignment to the 
classroom experience
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In effective classrooms, teachers are…

Prioritize cross-curricular passages in RLA that reference 
topics that students have learned about in other classes. 

Include writing in all RLA tests, reflecting our updated 
TEKS, and having students write text-based responses

Add new, non-multiple-choice questions that are more 
like questions teachers ask in class 

The STAAR redesign will…

Move to online assessments that provide a full suite of robust 
accommodations for students with specific learning needs

Moving to online assessments supports all the changes above and provides faster test results to support 
accelerated learning.5

Coherently building students’ background 
knowledge and vocabulary in all subject areas

Asking students to write about what they 
read using evidence from text

Providing various open-ended formats for 
students to respond to questions…

Supporting the learning needs of all students 
by providing appropriate accommodations

1

2

3

4



STAAR Equating
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The redesign does not mean the test will be harder
While individual items can be easier or harder in a given year, the mix of item 

difficulty is balanced across years by using field test results

On each STAAR test, a small 
number of questions do not count 
towards the student’s score. These 
are field test questions.

Field test 
questions

Through field 
testing, we 

determine how 
hard a question is 

(e.g., 80% of 
students got the 
question right). 

More difficult Less difficult

25% of students 
answered this question 

correctly in field test

85% of students 
answered this question 

correctly in field test



38

The redesign does not mean the test will be harder
While individual items can be easier or harder in a given year, the mix of item 

difficulty is balanced across years by using field test results

On each STAAR test, a small 
number of questions do not count 
towards the student’s score. These 
are field test questions.

Field test 
questions

Through field 
testing, we 

determine how 
hard a question is 

(e.g., 80% of 
students got the 
question right). 

More difficult Less difficult

Questions also 
represent a variety of 

different student 
expectations
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The redesign does not mean the test will be harder
While individual items can be easier or harder in a given year, the mix of item 

difficulty is balanced across years by using field test results

Before STAAR redesign After STAAR redesign



STAAR Redesign 
Resources



Several new resources launched last week and can be found on 
the STAAR Redesign website and last week’s TAA
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https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-
initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/new-resources-to-
support-the-staar-redesign-2022-01-27.pdf

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-3906/staar-redesign
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/new-resources-to-support-the-staar-redesign-2022-01-27.pdf


Resources include…

 New question type samplers by content area and grade level on the 
same platform as STAAR

 A one-page overview of potential question types by content area and 
grade level 

 A scoring and reporting guide by content area for new question types

 Updated STAAR Redesign FAQs

 Updated blueprints by content area and grade level 

 Policy on which students qualify for a special paper administration

42

A

B

C

D

E

F



New question type samplers are available for each content area 
and subject level on the same platform as STAAR

Samplers for each STAAR-tested grade and content area are available to the general 
public in the same location as online practice tests.

Each sampler includes 
at least two examples 

of each potential 
question type

A

https://login1.cambiumtds.com/student/V16/Pages/LoginShell.aspx?c=Texas_PT


A one-page overview provides descriptions of each question type and 
details which content areas and grade levels they may appear in

A brief description of how 
each question type 

functions is provided

B

Content areas and grade 
levels for each new 

question type are identified



A scoring and reporting guide for each content area explains 
how potential questions types may be scored and reported

One guide per content area 
provides an overview of each 
new question type, including:
 Examples from the sampler
 Sample responses, including 

potential partial credit
 What educators could see in 

the reporting system after 
STAAR is administered

C



The STAAR Redesign FAQs document will continue to be updated 
over time
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D

Please submit questions not covered 
in our FAQs to our Student 

Assessment Help Desk

https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment


Preliminary blueprints for STAAR redesign are available for each 
content area and grade level

Each blueprint includes a breakdown of the 
number of questions on each test as well as a 
general overview of how STAAR questions are 

developed and reviewed by Texas teachers

Reading Language Arts (RLA) blueprints also 
include a breakdown of passages, reading load, 
genres, and passage considerations, including a 

note about cross-curricular passages

E



Online testing policy provides guidance to districts about which 
students qualify for a special paper administration
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F

The policy is designed with feedback from 
Special Education educators to ensure 

students have access to online 
accommodations they may need.



• Preliminary blueprints and RLA assessed curriculum available on TEA website.Fall 2021

• New question type samplers by grade & subject on same platform as STAAR 
and accompanying resources. January 2022

• Blueprints and new question types will be finalized based on stand alone field 
test data.Spring 2022

• Final blueprints will be published.Summer 2022

• Practice tests by grade & subject on same platform as STAAR, and constructed 
response scoring guides.Fall 2022

More resources to come!



Educator 
Involvement



Texas educators are key to designing and building high quality assessments 

Classroom teachers, instructional coaches, campus and district content 
specialists, and campus administrators can serve in a variety of ways:

• Educator passage review – each potential passage for the RLA test 
is reviewed and approved by a committee of Texas educators

• Educator item review – each potential question for a state test is 
reviewed and approved by a committee of Texas educators

• Constructed response rangefinding – educators are convened to 
set the scoring boundaries for student essays based on the rubric

• Subject-area advisory groups – groups of educators are convened 
to provide feedback on subject-area-specific topics

• STAAR redesign focus groups – groups of educators are convened 
to provide input on components of the STAAR redesign that are 
under consideration

Visit the Texas 
Assessment Learning 
Management System

to apply

https://tx.tms.pearson.com/
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Benefits of participating on educator item review committees include:

52

Review potential STAAR 
items before field testing

Make recommendations 
for changes to items

Share knowledge with a 
diverse group of educators 
from across Texas

Earn 16-36 CPE hours



Two professional development opportunities will be piloted this summer
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Assessment Literacy Institute
Assessment Literacy and Formative Assessment Practice

Texas Teachers Review, Assess, 
Develop, and Exchange (T-TRADE)

Summative Item Writing

2022: Smaller pilot group of teachers
2023: Open application for teachers

2022: Grade 5 Math (full scale)
2023: Grade 5 Math

Grades 3 & 4 Math (half-scale)
Grade 5 Reading (half-scale)



Contact us
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Please help us enhance future 
presentations by completing this 
short survey on today’s 
presentation.
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/f
orm/e58ea5f169f64fbcb26ff971
b5c24e58

TEA Reading Language Arts Team

Chelaine Marion, Director (ELAR)

 Lyndsay Armstrong

 Padmini Jambulapati
 Valerie Pannell

 Colin Sembello

Joe Cisneros, Director (SLAR)
 Angie Barron
 Javier Torres

Student Assessment Help Desk

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/e58ea5f169f64fbcb26ff971b5c24e58
https://teastudentassessments.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002017872-Student-Assessment


Questions?
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