
What does Scripture say
about Migrants?
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Few details of Jesus’s early life are 
known, but Matthew’s gospel tells us 
this: violent, state-sanctioned
SHUVHFXWLRQ�IRUFHG�-HVXVȇ�IDPLO\�WR�ȵHH�
Israel and go to Egypt, where they lived 
as refugees. The experience of Jesus and 
his parents is mirrored in the challenges 
faced by 70 million displaced people in 
our world today. The story of our own 
migrant savior inspires and compels us 
to embrace our displaced brothers and 
sisters with love, solidarity, and
generosity. Will we prepare room in our 
hearts for our displaced brothers and 
sisters?

People are displaced by war, violence, persecution, climate change, disasters, and so much more. 
Displaced people are some of the most vulnerable people in our world.

Christ is in solidarity with migrants. So much so that in Matthew 25 he says that what we do to the “least 
RI�WKHVHȋ�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG�ZH�GR�72�KLP��7KHVH�ȴYH�%LEOH�VWXGLHV�ZLOO�KHOS�\RX�HQJDJH�ZLWK�6FULSWXUH�DQG�WKH�
teachings of Jesus that have inspired Christians for generations to practice solidarity with the poor. 

37,000
PEOPLE E VERYDAY ARE UPROOT ED

BECAUSE  OF VIOLENCE AND
PERSECU T ION

85%
OF DISPL ACED PEOPLE

ARE LIVING IN T HE
GLOBAL SOU T H

15 MILLION
REFUGEES ARE

CHILDREN

70 MILLION
PEOPLE ARE ON T HE MOVE
AF T ER BEING FORCED TO 

FLEE T HEIR HOMES

T HE GLOBAL MIGR AT ION CRISIS IS ONE OF T HE BIGGES T HUMANI TARIAN IS SUES OF OUR T IME .
T HE NUMBERS ARE S TAGGERING :
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RE ADING
Matthew 1:18 - 2.21

Matthew 25: 31-46

Consider what it must have been like for the new parents and their infant son to be
XSURRWHG�IURP�WKHLU�KRPH�DQG�ȵHH�WR�DQ�XQIDPLOLDU�ODQG��ZKDW�ZHUH�WKH�FKDOOHQJH
WKH\�PLJKW�KDYH�IDFHG"��

:KDW�FRQWH[W�GRHV�WKDW�EULQJ�WR�-HVXVȇ�ZRUGV��Ȋ)RU�Ζ�ZDV�KXQJU\�DQG�\RX�JDYH�PH�IRRG�
Ζ�ZDV�WKLUVW\�DQG�\RX�JDYH�PH�GULQN��Ζ�ZDV�D�VWUDQJHU�DQG�\RX�ZHOFRPHG�PHȋ"

:H�RIWHQ�JORVV�RYHU�WKLV�GHWDLO�RI�-HVXVȇ�OLIH��ZK\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�LV"�

REFLECT ION
Many are familiar with the Christmas Story: Mary and Joseph looking for 
shelter, the innkeeper refusing them a place to stay, Jesus’ humble birth in
a manger, the wise men coming, bearing wonderful gifts and worshiping
the child king. 

Oftentimes, however, the story is left there. Rarely do our holiday remem-
brances include the next phase of Jesus’ life, but it is worth examining. 

JESUS ON T HE MOVE
7KH�*RVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ�JLYHV�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�-RVHSK�DQG�0DU\�ȵHHLQJ�WKH�WKUHDW�RI�YLROHQFH�DIWHU�EHLQJ�
warned by an angel. It was a dark time for their people. The Jewish king, Herod, had issued a brutal 
PDQGDWH��PXUGHU�DOO�LQIDQW�ER\V�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�%HWKOHKHP��7KH�\RXQJ�IDPLO\�ȵHG�LQ�WKH�QLJKW�DQG
took refuge in Egypt, waiting there until Herod died.  

%\�GHȴQLWLRQ��WKH\�ZHUH�PLJUDQWV��-HVXV�EHJDQ�WKH�IRUPDWLYH�\HDUV�RI�KLV�OLIH�DV�D�UHIXJHH��

QUES T IONS

1

2

3

OUR MIGR AN T SAVIOR
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RE ADING
Exodus 22:21

Mark 12:30-31

'R�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�:HVWHUQ�FKXUFKȇV�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�GLVSODFHG�SHRSOH�PDWFKHV�WKDW�RI�*RGȇV"

+RZ�GRHV�-HVXV�LQWHQG�IRU�XV�WR�OLYH�RXW�KLV�FDOO�WR�ORYH�RXU�QHLJKERUV"�

:KDW�DUH�ZD\V�\RXȇYH�VHHQ�WKH�&KXUFK�VKRZ�WKHLU�FRQFHUQ�IRU�GLVSODFHG�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG"�

REFLECT ION
We live in a day where millions of people wander the earth in search 
RI�KRSH�DQG�D�EHWWHU�OLYHOLKRRG��7KH�%LEOH�VSHDNV�RI�VLPLODU�VLWXDWLRQV��
It contains stories of war and desolation, displacement and pain, 
frustration and longing. Through it all, we can see that God care
 for migrants and refugees.

MIGR AN T S AND REFUGEES IN T HE BIBLE
The story of God’s chosen people, Israel, is a story of wandering in many places. Joseph is sold into slavery 
LQ�D�VWUDQJH�ODQG��0RVHV�ȵHG�WR�0LGLDQ�DQG�IRXQG�VKHOWHU�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�D�SULHVW��\HDUV�ODWHU��KH�ZDV�
again on the move with the people who escaped slavery in Egypt. Ruth accompanied Naomi to a foreign 
ODQG�DQG�IRXQG�IDYRU�LQ�WKH�H\HV�RI�%RD]��$W�YDULRXV�WLPHV��*RGȇV�SHRSOH�LQ�ΖVUDHO�ZHUH�WDNHQ�LQWR�H[LOH�DV�
FDSWLYHV�WR�$VV\ULD�DQG�%DE\ORQ��H[SHULHQFHV�*RG�XVHG�WR�WHDFK�WKHP�DERXW�MXVWLFH���

GOD’S AT T I T UDE TOWARDS DISPL ACED PEOPLE
ΖQ�WKH�%LEOH��ZH�ȴQG�*RGȇV�FRQFHUQ�IRU�WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�UHIXJHHV�DQG�PLJUDQWV��5HSHDWHGO\��WKH�SHRSOH�RI�
Israel are instructed to remember the strangers among them and treat them with love, compassion, and 
MXVWLFH��*RG�FRPPDQGV�WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV�QRW�WR�LOO�WUHDW�WKHP�DQG�QRW�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKHP��EHFDXVH�
they themselves had been strangers in foreign lands. They were to feel solidarity with the migrants among 
them. God is concerned and cares for powerless and vulnerable people. Strangers are to be cared for, 
WKH\�DUH�WR�EH�WUHDWHG�DV�IHOORZ�FLWL]HQV�DQG�JLYHQ�D�VKDUH�IURP�WKH�WLWKH��ΖQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��-HVXV�
gives a new command to “love your neighbor as yourself.” This message is at the heart of what it means
to be a Christ-follower.

QUES T IONS

1
2
3

GOD LOVES “ T HE S T R ANGER” 
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RE ADING
Isaiah 58: 6-12

Luke 18:9-14

Revelation 7:9-10

ΖQ�ZKDW�ZD\V�PLJKW�*RG�EH�LQYLWLQJ�\RX�WR�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�+LP�LQ�EULQJLQJ�VROXWLRQV�WR
WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�DQG�QHHGV�RI�WKRVH�VXHULQJ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG"�

:KHUH�LV�WKH�&KXUFK�ȊJRRG�QHZV�WR�WKH�SRRUȋ�DQG�ZKHUH�KDYH�ZH�IDLOHG�DW�WKLV"

:KR�LV�WKH�ȊRWKHUȋ�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\"�ΖQ�RXU�QDWLRQ"�ΖQ�RXU�ZRUOG
+RZ�FDQ�ZH�EH�ȊJRRG�QHZVȋ�WR�WKHP"

REFLECT ION
In the Gospel of Luke, we see Jesus introducing why he came: “The Spirit of 

the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 

blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus was 

quoting the ancient prophet Isaiah, whose words would have been hope 

and solace for the Jews when they were forcibly removed from their 

KRPHODQG�DQG�VHQW�LQWR�H[LOH�LQ�$VV\ULD�DQG�%DE\ORQ��

QUES T IONS

1

2

3

JESUS FIRS T SERMON

These words were still part of the hope of the Jews in Jesus’s time, as they lived in a land ruled by an 
occupying army. Jesus was telling them that their ancient and current hopes were going to be gathered up 
DQG�IXOȴOOHG�E\�KLV�PLQLVWU\��+LV�ZRUN�ZDV��DQG�LV��JRRG�QHZV�IRU�WKH�SRRU��WKH�GLVSODFHG��WKH�SHUVHFXWHG��
WKH�UHIXJHH���%\�UHȵHFWLQJ�RQ�-HVXVȇ�PHVVDJH��ZH�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�IROORZ�-HVXVȇV�H[DPSOH��

-HVXV�VKRZHG�XV�KRZ�WR�PL[�ZLWK�DOO�NLQGV�RI�SHRSOH��IURP�GLHUHQW�UDFHV��DUHDV��DQG�HYHQ�RI�GLHUHQW�
IDLWKV��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�RWKHUV�WKRXJKW�RI�WKHP��/LNHZLVH��6FULSWXUH�FKDOOHQJHV�XV��ZH�VHH�WKLV�LQ�ΖVDLDK�������
is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—when you
VHH�WKH�QDNHG��WR�FORWKH�WKHP��DQG�QRW�WR�WXUQ�DZD\�IURP�\RXU�RZQ�ȵHVK�DQG�EORRG"

ΖQ�5HYHODWLRQ���������ZH�UHDG�DERXW�WKH�JDWKHULQJ�RI�QDWLRQV�DQG�KRZ�GLHUHQW�HWKQLF�LGHQWLWLHV�IRUP�SDUW�
of God’s purposes. This shows God’s willingness to accept all people as having equal status. God has 
FUHDWHG�XV�DOO�WR�EH�XQLTXH��WKLV�LQFOXGHV�LQGLYLGXDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��H�J��UDFH��JHQGHU��GLVDELOLW\��DJH�HWF���
DQG�GLHUHQW�YDOXHV��EHOLHIV��H[SHULHQFHV��EDFNJURXQGV��DQG�EHKDYLRUV��

-HVXV�PRGHOHG�IRU�XV�KRZ�ZH�FDQ�FKDOOHQJH�D�FXOWXUH�WKDW�IHDUIXO��SUHMXGLFHG�DQG�H[FOXVLYH�ZLWK�UHOHQWOHVV�
ORYH�IRU�WKRVH�GLHUHQW�WR�RXUVHOYHV��ΖQ�IROORZLQJ�+LP��ZH�VKRXOG�ORYH�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKRVH�ZKR�
are least like us.  
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RE ADING
Luke 10:25-29

:KLFK�FKDUDFWHU�GR�\RX�PRVW�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK"

ΖI�\RX�ZHUH�LQ�GHHS�QHHG��ZKR�ZRXOG�\RX�OHDVW�VXVSHFW�WR�KHOS�\RX"�:KDW�ZRXOG�\RX�OHDUQ�IURP�
EHLQJ�KHOSHG�E\�VRPHRQH�\RX�GLVOLNH�RU�ORRN�GRZQ�RQ"

:KDW�LV�RQH�ZD\�ZH�FRXOG�EH�PRUH�OLNH�WKH�6DPDULWDQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�ȊUHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUVȋ"�

REFLECT ION
Today we look at the story of the good Samaritan. The parable includes 

PDQ\�GLHUHQW�FKDUDFWHUV��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�PLUURU�RXU�ZRUOG�DQG�RXUVHOYHV�DV�

God’s people.

QUES T IONS

1

2

3

T HE GOOD SAMARI TAN

7KH�WUDYHOHU�UHSUHVHQWV�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR��IRU�ZKDWHYHU�UHDVRQ��ȴQG�WKHPVHOYHV�FUXVKHG�RU�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�
particular situations and powerless to help themselves. Looking around the world, this might cause us to 
WKLQN�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�UHIXJHH�FDPSV��SHRSOH�ZKRȇYH�EHHQ�DHFWHG�E\�FOLPDWH�VKRFNV��YLFWLPV�RI�
violent regimes in their home countries. Without the intervention of others, they have no hope of things 
improving for them. 

The robbers represent those forces in our society that threaten, impoverish, and keep people from achieving 
WKHLU�*RG�RUGDLQHG�SRWHQWLDO��$QG�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�SHRSOH��WKH�SULHVW�DQG�WKH�/HYLWH���UDWKHU�WRR�XQFRPIRUWDEO\��
UHVHPEOH�WKH�FKXUFK��5HFDOO�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ODZ\HU�LQ�/XNH�����������KH�DVNV�-HVXV�ZKDW�*RG�PLJKW�H[SHFW�RI�
him in terms of serving others, essentially wanting to hear that he had already done all the right things. He is 
something of a “holier than thou” person, assuming that spiritual depth consists of knowing a great deal 
about God and His ways, as opposed to loving the least and the lost.

The Samaritan models for us what it truly means to obey God by showing compassion, by putting himself
out for someone unlike him. He takes time to attend to the wounded man and was willing to use his own 
resources to meet the other man’s needs. Likewise, the church is called to build a relationship with those 
VXHULQJ��GLVFHUQ�WKHLU�QHHGV��DQG�GHSOR\�RXU�UHVRXUFHV�WRZDUGV�PHHWLQJ�WKRVH�QHHGV��0RUHRYHU��-HVXV�WXUQV�
WKH�WDEOHV�RQ�WKH�ODZ\HUȇV�SUHMXGLFHV��+H�PDNHV�WKH�KHUR�RI�WKH�VWRU\�D�6DPDULWDQ��RQH�ZKR�LV�KLPVHOI�SHUVH-
cuted and despised for his ethnicity by people like the lawyer. The one who might be expected to ignore or 
gloat over the traveler’s misfortunes, or to take further advantage of him, is instead the one who rescues him. 
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RE ADING
Deuteronomy 10.18

Isaiah 61.1-2

7KLQN�RI�WKUHH�ZD\V�\RX�FDQ�UHYHDO�*RGȇV�KHDUW�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�GLVSODFHG��
ΖV�WKHUH�DQ\WKLQJ�SUHYHQWLQJ�\RX�IURP�GRLQJ�WKLV"�

:KDW�FDQ�\RX�GR�WRGD\�WR�PDNH�D�GLHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�PLJUDQW�RU�UHIXJHH"

+RZ�FDQ�\RX�SUD\�Ȋ\RXU�.LQJGRP�FRPH��\RXU�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�RQ�HDUWK�DV�LW�LV�LQ�KHDYHQȋ
LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�JOREDO�PLJUDWLRQ�FULVLV"�

REFLECT ION
The Creator God is not content with the brokenness of this world. It pains 

KLP�WR�VHH�KLV�SHRSOH�VXHULQJ��+H�KDV�D�ELDV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KXQJHU��ZKR�

DUH�VLFN��ZKR�DUH�ZLWKRXW�D�KRPH��+H�ORQJV�WR�VHH�KLV�FKLOGUHQ�ȵRXULVK�

QUES T IONS

1

2

3

I T ’S NOT SUPPOSED
TO BE T HIS WAY

In the 21st century, there are more displaced people than ever before. Every day, 37,000 people are uprooted 
because of violence and persecution. How devastating that 15 million refugees are children. God desires 
change. He has equipped the church to act as his hands and feet, to bring about that change on the earth.

We’ve heard of the Great Commission, and yesterday we thought about the Great Commandment.
%XW�GR�ZH�KRQRU�WKH�*UHDW�5HTXLUHPHQW�RI�0LFDK����"

To live out God’s call on our lives, we should challenge ourselves to be servant-hearted, truthful, courageous, 
compassionate and Christ-centric. This means regarding and treating others as equal in worth, dignity and 
SRWHQWLDO��DQG�DOORZLQJ�WKH�6SLULW�WR�UHYHDO�&KULVW�WKURXJK�XV��ΖI�ZH�FDQ�SXUVXH�WKHVH�TXDOLWLHV��WKHQ�ZH�DUH�
beginning to reveal the kingdom of God in the world around us. 
 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.



T HANK YOU FOR TAKING T HIS JOURNE Y WI T H US AND HOPE YO
 WERE INSPIRED BY SCRIP T URE AND T HE HOLY SPIRI T.

WE INVI T E YOU TO TAKE ACT ION WI T H US TO BRING LOVE , COMPAS SION
AND HOPE TO T HOSE IN T HE MOS T DESPER AT E NEED.

VISI T US AT W W W.T E ARFUNDUSA .ORG FOR WAYS TO :

LE ARN

PR AY 

GIVE

ADVOCAT E

Tearfund works in the places of most desperate need, following Jesus where the need is greatest.

:H�ZRUN�WKURXJK�ORFDO�FKXUFKHV�WR�VWDQG�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�OLYLQJ�LQ�H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\�DQG�VXHULQJ�

LQMXVWLFH�IRU�KRSH�DQG�KHDOLQJ��-RLQ�XV�ZZZ�WHDUIXQGXVD�RUJ�



Poverty and Injustice won’t

have the last word.

We follow Jesus where the need is greatest 

and work alongside the local church to 

overcome poverty and injustice.


