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All children deserve and need
the chance to be kids—and when
they are hospitalized, what used
to seem normal can feel like a
luxury. Too often, the children
most in need of the simple joy
of laughter and play are the
ones least likely to have the
opportunity.
When children must spend long
periods of time in the hospital
fighting life-threatening diseases,
they hope for a chance to be just like other kids. This is where Child Life
Specialists come in—to turn this hope into reality. Child Life programs
provide for the social, emotional and developmental needs of hospitalized
children by helping them cope and improving their outcomes. They also offer
emotional support, information and guidance to parents, siblings and other
family members.
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The Chase Foundation was created because one hospitalized child without
access to Child Life services is one too many.
Through the work of the foundation and partnering children’s hospitals,
Child Life programs have been expanded to reach more children—but there
is still much work to be done and additional support is crucial. The need for
these vital and life-changing services far exceeds the available funding and
resources. The Chase Foundation is dedicated to continuing its efforts to
ensure that every child in a children’s hospital gains access to these programs.
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Chase Richards was just two years old when a
cancerous brain tumor took his life. While Chase
was in the hospital, he and his sisters were able to
spend time with Child Life Specialists who helped
them express their feelings through play and art
therapy, allowing them to cope with the difficulties
of their situation. After Chase passed away, the
Richards family learned that due to limited funding
only a fraction of hospitalized children had access to
these valuable services. In response, Chase’s parents,
Susan and Robin Richards, founded the Chase Foundation in 1992, in loving
memory of their son. In 2000, the Child Life Program at Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles was renamed the Chase Child Life Program.
The Chase Foundation’s primary purpose is to provide the financial support
to keep Child Life and similar psychosocial support programs funded. The
Chase Foundation supports Child Life Programs at Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles and at Mattel Children’s Hospital UCLA, where in 2010, the Chase
Foundation committed funding for 20 years in an effort to expand and
enhance child life services available to pediatric patients at the hospital.
In 2012, the Chase Foundation continued this commitment by providing
additional funding to make Child Life Specialists available in the operating
room allowing children to utilize less anesthesia and have shorter recovery
periods. Throughout its history, the Chase Foundation has been able to
provide help and hope to thousands of hospitalized children and their
families.
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Chase Foundation provides funding for Child Life Programs in
children’s hospitals across Southern California. Two of their longest
standing funded programs are at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
and Mattel Children’s Hospital UCLA.
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Mattel Children’s Hospital UCLA Chase Child Life Program is a national model for how
to effectively address the social, emotional and developmental needs of each child and
his or her family in a culturally sensitive manner. The program is staffed by professional
Child Life Specialists who serve as compassionate advocates who seek to find resources
that will help kids overcome difficult milestones during the course of hospitalization and
treatment.
They provide accurate and age-appropriate information to the patient and parents,
identify potential sources of stress, and plan and practice coping strategies. Child Life
therapists work with patients and families in Chase Place playrooms and teen rooms,
which serve as safe spaces where kids can play, smile and just be kids. Chase Place
playrooms and teen rooms are age-appropriate settings where there are no needles,
machines, or medical tests — just time for play, fun, laughter and understanding.

The HOPE Program provides compassionate psychosocial care and support for patients
diagnosed and treated in the Children’s Center for Cancer and Blood Diseases at
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles. The HOPE Program uses their experience supporting
patients over the past 30 years to create new and innovative approaches to psychosocial
care, and in concert with the caregivers in the Center, work to reduce suffering and
improve quality of life for their patients.
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Every child deserves the chance to just be a kid, even if they are hospitalized.
The Chase Child Life Programs—funded by the Chase Foundation—allow
that to happen. The Chase Foundation is a nonprofit organization that
is proud to report that 95% of the funding it receives goes directly to the
programs it supports. Right now more child life services are needed than
available funding allows. To continue this great work, we need donors
like you.

Your donations provide age-appropriate settings and therapeutic
psychosocial services to hospitalized children. Your gift will allow more
children and their families to receive these valuable services that really do
make a huge difference in a hospitalized child’s life.
Your donation truly does help hospitalized kids be kids. Visit Chase
Foundation’s website, ChaseFoundation.org to donate today.
Show your support online:
ChaseFoundation.org
@ChaseFoundation
facebook.com/thechasefoundation
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