
 

   

October 21, 2022 
 
The Honourable Paul Rouleau 
Commissioner 
c/o Shantona Chaudhury and Jeffrey Leon 
Public Order Emergency Commission 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 

via email to: @poec-cedu.gc.ca 
 
To Commissioner Rouleau: 
 
Re:  Request for Catherine Tait to testify before the Commission 
 

The Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms, the Democracy Fund, and Freedom 2022 

Human Rights and Freedoms write to propose that Catherine Tait, CEO of the CBC, be called to 

testify before the Commission. This request is made pursuant to Rule 36 because her evidence 

would “significantly contribute to an understanding of the issues relevant to this Inquiry.” 

Paragraph (a)(ii)(C) of the Terms of Reference direct the Commission to investigate “the 

impact, role and sources of misinformation and disinformation.” Supt. Pat Morris’s testimony has 

laid an evidentiary foundation to believe that the news media played a role in propagating misin-

formation which contributed to the events leading up to the invocation of the Emergencies Act. 

Supt. Morris testified: “I was concerned by comments made publicly by public figures and 

in the media that I believe weren’t premised in fact.” He added: “The media can provide editorials 

and editorial boards can have stances. I believe that a lot of people were making assertions that 

weren’t accurate…I did not see information that substantiated what was being said publicly and 

via the media and I found that the subjective assertions sensationalized – yes – and exacerbated 

conflict.” 



Given that claims made in news reports were used to substantiate government requests to 

the Court, such as Ontario’s application for a restraint order, and given that Supt. Morris testified 

that the news reports were inconsistent with his best intelligence, the Commission should hear 

from individuals who can testify about the media’s approach to covering the Freedom Convoy 

protest. 

We propose that the Commission call Catherine Tait as she is the head of Canada’s national 

broadcaster which is one of the largest sources of news in the country. 

If called, we propose to examine Ms. Tait on journalistic standards, the CBC’s approach to 

covering the Freedom Convoy protest, rigour in verifying reports, and the organization’s approach 

to corrections when stories turned out to be untrue. 

Further, the Justice Centre agrees with and supports the request of the CCF, CCLA, and 

Ottawa Coalition that Premier Ford and Deputy Premier Jones be called to testify. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Best Regards, 

Hatim Kheir and Rob Kittredge 
Barristers & Solicitors 
Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms 

 

Alan Honner 
Barrister & Solicitor 
The Democracy Fund 

Brendan Miller 
Barrister & Solicitor 
Freedom 2022 Human Rights and Freedoms 




