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POLICY 
The Department uses clear guidelines to consistently determine the ownership of a pet 
in the event of disputes. 
 
PROCEDURE 
Licenses are a legally recognized means of establishing pet ownership.  Every dog and 
horse is required to be licensed (LAMC Section 53.15).  Microchips are not required, 
although adopted dogs and cats, and dogs and cats requiring breeding permits, are 
required to have microchips.  Hence, when determining ownership, a valid license will 
supersede a microchip.  Parties contesting ownership may also file an action in a Court 
of law 
 
When there is an ownership dispute due to the existence of both a microchip and a valid 
license, each registered to different parties, the license holder shall be deemed the 
owner of the animal. 
 
If only a valid license exists, the most recent license holder shall be deemed the owner 
of the animal. 
 
If only a microchip exists, the most recent registered owner of the microchip shall be 
deemed the owner of the animal. 
 
When no microchip or license exists, or when an expired license and microchip exists, 
(or for all other ownership disputes) follow the procedure listed below: 
 

1. Each party shall write a detailed statement including: 
a. How and when (date) they acquired the pet (provide proof of acquisition, 

receipt) 
b. How, where and when (date) they lost the pet (emails, reports filed for lost 

pet, police report for stolen pet, ads placed, flyers, etc.) 
c. Statement from neighbor(s) attesting to the time frame when pet was 

owned 
d. Veterinarian bills documenting care, vaccinations, treatment 
e. Boarding/kenneling/grooming receipts 
f. Pictures of pet documenting time frame when pet was in his/her custody 
g. Any unusual identifying facts or tricks the pet can perform that suggests 

previous ownership 
h. A pet recognizing or responding to an owner may also be used as another 

determining factor, if appropriate. 
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2. Each case should be considered individually based upon the written 
statement and evidence provided that supports the statement.  
Documentation is very important.  Each party should be advised to provide as 
much proof as possible for consideration.   

3. A committee of three (3) staff members, among Animal Care Technician 
Supervisor, Captain, Veterinarian or Lieutenant, shall review the 
documentation and make a final determination.   

4. The final determination shall be made in the best interest of the pet based on 
a preponderance of the information. 

5. A memo shall be placed in Chameleon as to how the determination of 
ownership was made, what proof was provided by the parties, and the names 
or ID #’s of those involved in the decision making process. 

6. Parties may also file an action in a Court of law to determine ownership of the 
pet. 

 
 
NOTE:  Following a dispute and at the point of redemption (at which time licensing must 
occur), it would be appropriate to stress to the animal owner the importance of licensing 
all of their dogs and equine to avoid future ownership problems.   


