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STUDENTS RISE  HIGHLIGHTS DISTRICT 

TODAY IS THE LAST DAY
to RSVP for our Circle of
Fr iends event.  Join the
Madison Publ ic Schools
Foundation for the 16th
Annual  luncheon on
Tuesday,  May 17th from
11:30a.m. -  1 :30p.m.

Your support helps fuel  our mission to raise funds,
develop community partnerships,  and advocate for
Madison’s publ ic  schools.  So grab your dancing shoes and
cl ick here to get your t icket or  head to our website:
https://fmps.org/circle-of-fr iends/

From the south side of
Chicago to the North side of

Madison, Gordon Allen's
upbringing shaped him into

the student he is today (pg. 2)

 A few words from three
of our districts principals

on what their school
mean to them! (pg. 3)

MMSD’s Laura Whitmore has
fostered our relationship with

the district for years, and we are
so lucky to have her (pg. 4)

JOIN US!



WATCH OUR MMSD STUDENTS RISE

From the South side of Chicago to the North
side of Madison,  Gordon Allen's  upbringing
shaped him into the student advocate and
activist  he is  today.

Allen is  one of the two students on the Madison
School Board who works t irelessly to ensure
students'  voices are heard.  He even led the
student protests back in October demanding his
school,  Madison East,  br ing talks regarding
consent and sexual  abuse to the classroom.

“I  can’t  be just another person complaining
without actually trying to do something to
leave an impact,”  Al len said in an interview with
the Wisconsin State Journal 's  El izabeth Beyer.

Allen is  headed for Stanford in the fal l  on a ful l
r ide scholarship with hopes of oneday securing
a seat in Congress.  You make us proud, Gordon!

La Follette High School 's  soon to be graduate
Andrew West surprised his brother,  Anthony
West,  with some impressive news via text
last month.

"Full  r ide anywhere" AVID Tops student
Andrew West messaged.

"ANYWHERE.. .?"  his  brother asked.

 "Yes bro" Andrew repl ied,  "Anywhere".

Andrew West received The Gates Scholarship
granting him a ful l  r ide scholarship to
anywhere in the world.  A huge
congratulations from all  of  us here at the
Foundation to Andrew West in these shining
moments.  We cannot wait  to watch you r ise.   



DISTRICT NEWS:
PRINCIPAL CORNER

"Malcolm Shabazz City High School, a safe, diverse,
and interconnected learning community where all
students can receive the support they need to develop
their strengths, cultivate their talents, and overcome
obstacles to achieve their goals." - Mary Jankovich,
Principal, Shabazz High School

"Working together with the West staff and community will
ensure scholars are not only prepared for community,
college and career, but prepared to be leaders in the
community, in college and in their careers. I look forward to
meeting and working collaboratively with the entire West
community. Go Blue!" - Dan Kigeya, Principal, West High
School 

" Each of us fulfills a vital and pivotal role in
supporting our students on their chosen pathway to
college and career success. Working in partnership
to support our students with their current and future
goals is a hallmark of the Capital High Way." - Quinn
Craugh and  Deidre Green, Principals, Capital High
School

May 1st was Principal Appreciation Day and we are fortunate to have so many
great leaders in our district. A few of our high school principals shared their
thoughts with MMSD about what their school mean to them.



H I G H L I G H T S
Congratulations Betty Harr is  Custer
of Custer for receiving the Lincoln
Financial  Advisors '  prestigious Stuart
Smith Award!

Custer is  a longtime Literacy Network
supporter and endowment advisor.
Someone who is  community-minded;
open to learning;  leads a balanced
life between professional  and
personal commitments;  and l ives out
the philosophy and part icipates in
joint work as a team player.

Congratulations,  Betty!  

SHOUT OUT!

We would like to recognize
MMSD's Laura Whitmore!
Laura holds the title of
Community  Partnerships
coordinator at the district, but
she is so much more than
that. 

Over the years, Laura has gone above and beyond for the district, ensuring
schools and their students have the tools they need to succeed. Thank YOU
Laura for being committed to our public schools.



WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
Do you ever wonder what your fellow graduates do now? Every month, we will share

what some of your  friends and alumni are up to today!

West High  '14 graduate Prasangi
Atapattu   accepted an offer from
Denver University to pursue a masters
in psychology to become a
psychotherapist!

West High '12 graduate Soren Hughes
headed out West to climb mountain ranges
and hit the slopes post graduation. Now, he
resides outside of Seattle doing sustainable
landscaping.

East High '15 Graduate Rajani Zografi moved
to Costa Rica in 2016 which is where she
currently resides. She is living a life full of
beautiful beaches and breathtaking sunrises.
Pura Vida, Rajani! 



“I  loved growing up in Madison,  my
parents were very intentional  about
having me know where home was,”
Sylvia Hecht says.  “Madison is  where
they wanted to raise a family,  and
the schools were a big part  of that.”  

Her parents have a dynamic and
international  background, but in the
early 80s Madison quickly became
their  forever home. 

Born and raised on the near east
side,  Sylvia attended al l  east s ide
schools.  From Lapham to Marquette,
to O'Keeffe and Madison East High,
she views herself  as a true
Madisonian.  

Sylvia had many great teachers
throughout grade school,  specif ical ly
recall ing Ms.  Najem, a veteran music
teacher at  Lapham, who doubled as
Sylvia 's  piano teacher.

“As a kid I  was very theatr ical  and
sought adventure.  Ms.  Najem
encouraged me to embrace that self-
expression.”

SYLVIA ANNALISE

A L U M N I  S T O R I E S :  
S Y L V I A  A N N A L I S E
a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e
o f  p u b l i c  a r t  

Growing up in Madison,  Sylvia has  
been exposed to a lot of diversity.  
Feeling fortunate,  Sylvia became  
excited about hearing new  
perspectives,  meeting new people,  
and embracing other cultures.  
“Madison is  a place where being  
different is  not a bad thing,”  she says.  
“Actually,  i t ’s  encouraged.” 

From excell ing in performing arts,  to  
doodling on the corners of notebooks,  
her teachers and family members  
always encouraged her to embrace  
creativity.  Even before she was 18,  she  
gained praise for her unique  
perception of the world and always  
thinking outside of the box.  

The older Sylvia got,  the more clear it  
became she was bound to travel  and  
create.  What wasn’t  yet clear was how  
these two passions would come  
together.  (c l ick here to read more)

https://madisonalumni.nationbuilder.com/sylvia_annalise_and_the_importance_of_public_art

