
 

 
The Youth Organisation of The Democratic Alignment - Cooperation of Democratic Forces 

(NEODEPA) Manifesto 
 

 
NEODEPA, is The Youth Organisation of the Democratic Alignment - Cooperation of 
Democratic Forces (DEPA) in the Republic of Cyprus. It is a branch of DEPA, a Centre Party in 
the political spectrum. NEODEPA has its own Articles of Association, manifesto and elected 
leadership.  
 
NEODEPA is a pan-Cyprian Youth Organisation of young people under the age of 35 
committed to enhancing the political and social dialogue and encouraging young people to 
participate and voice their ideas and opinions.  
 
NEODEPA is placed in the Centre, from the centre-right to the centre-left, and it is directed 
to young Cypriot citizens who pursue the liberation and the re-unification of the country, 
the development of the economy, the welfare of the society, the modernisation of the 
state, the shrinking of the social inequalities, the combating of corruption and the 
establishment of  transparency. 
 
The aim of NEODEPA is to build a community of like-minded young people who will strive to 
create a better, more liberal and human centric society for all Cypriots.  
 
NEODEPA believes in democracy, freedom, justice, the rule of law, pluralism and polyphony. 
It respects, listens, utilises and evaluates in a democratic way, the proposals and positions of 
its members.  
 
NEODEPA believes in synthesis, rationalism, scientific evidence and technocratic 
specialisation, having the human being in the centre.  
 
NEODEPA believes in meritocracy, namely the equality of opportunities, the pursuing of 
excellence, the supporting of the weak, the reinforcement of the able, the protection of the 
pursued, the re-integration of the marginalised, the rewarding of the worthy and the 
utilisation of the best. 
 
NEODEPA intends to play a role in the shaping of the future of the Republic of Cyprus and its 
role in the European Union. In cooperation with other national, pan-European and 
international organisations it intends to offer solutions and be the voice of the Cypriot Youth 
on all issues.  
 
This manifesto is the common ground on which NEODEPA bases its work. 
 



 
Cyprus Problem:  
 
NEODEPA sets at its highest priority to work towards, and achieve the reunification of our 
country and its liberation from occupying troops, through the solution of the Cyprus 
Problem. NEODEPA believes in the rapprochement between the two communities, which 
will aim to improve and strengthen their relations and build confidence for the future of all 
citizens of the Republic of Cyprus. 
 
NEODEPA believes in the need for a solution based on the resolutions and decisions of the 
United Nations and the United Nations Security Council and the principles and values of the 
European Union. It seeks to find a functional and sustainable solution that will give 
perspective, security and prosperity to all Cypriot citizens and will ensure the independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and unity of our country as well as the basic and 
fundamental freedoms and human rights of all its citizens.  
 
NEODEPA believes that the only solution that is offered under the circumstances is the Bi-
Zonal Bicommunal Federation, which, however, will ensure the practical implementation of 
the four freedoms, namely, the free movement of persons, the free movement of goods, 
the right of settlement and the acquisition of property.  
 
NEODEPA aims at a solution of the Cyprus problem that guarantees equal rights to all legal 
citizens, regardless of gender, religion, ethnicity, or community origin and that will ensure 
their harmonious coexistence in an independent and territorially complete Republic of 
Cyprus. Any solution must guarantee the stability, security and peace in the Republic of 
Cyprus. 
 
Democracy and Rule of Law:  
 
NEODEPA defends the Republic of Cyprus and its democratically elected government and 
obstructs any attempt to subvert it. It condemns the treacherous coup of 1974 and fights to 
avoid any such attempt in the future.  
 
NEODEPA supports a state system of democracy with universal suffrage 
and free and fair elections. 
 
NEODEPA is in favour of a pluralistic society, where different opinions and views coexist 
with respect. NEODEPA is against any expansionist and/or aggressive policy and strongly 
believes and supports the territorial integrity of all sovereign nations. 
 
NEODEPA believes in a tolerant and open society where full participation 
of all is guaranteed, including minorities and non-citizens, and where animal welfare is 
respected. 
 
NEODEPA is firmly committed to the right of freedom of expression, which should be 
protected in all cases, at all times. We believe in the freedom of the press and support its 
role as a check on authority. 



NEODEPA stands in solidarity with all people who have been oppressed, persecuted or 
forced to become refugees and encourages policies which support such people to live with 
dignity and security. 
 
Equal Rights:  
 
NEODEPA is dedicated to achieving equality based on gender on all matters of professional, 
social and family life.  
 
NEODEPA aims to serve Cyprus and all of its citizens including  Greek Cypriots, Turkish 
Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latins.  
 
NEODEPA believes in the equality of the genders, in the respect of sexual orientation, in 
multi-culturalism, in mutual tolerance and mutual understanding, rejecting every type of 
racism, xenophobia, nationalism and extremism.  
 
NEODEPA opposes any discrimination based on colour, race, ethnicity, national origin, 
gender, gender identity/expression, sexual orientation, religion, creed, origin, language, 
disability, age, social, economical and medical status.  
 
NEODEPA is committed to creating a society where all people, regardless of their mental or 
physical disabilities, have equal access and opportunities to achieve their goals and 
aspirations without having to endure additional hurdles, discrimination or prejudice. 
 
NEODEPA is committed to a zero-tolerance policy on harassment, discrimination, bullying 
and hate crimes based, whatever form that takes, either physical or psychological, whether 
in person or virtually. We aim to promote this policy by raising awareness and actively 
supporting any regional and local actors in developing and strengthening initiatives and 
measures to realise it.  
 
Access to Justice: 
 
NEODEPA supports every effort to reform the judicial system in Cyprus so that justice can be 
administered fairly, quickly and efficiently. We encourage efforts to incorporate alternative 
forms of punishment in certain circumstances, such as treatment for substance abusers or 
minors. Due to the alarming rate of substance abusers, society must increase rehabilitation 
centers and raise awareness of the dangers of substance abuse from a young age.  
 
Social Policy  
 
NEODEPA believes that there must be social security for all citizens. In order to achieve 
efficiency and better quality of service, the welfare system should include free market 
competition. Special programs which are already in existence, should be improved and 
increased in order to curb the youth unemployment issue. Moreover, with an ageing society 
both in Cyprus and Europe as a whole, NEODEPA believes that there should be greater 
collaboration between the youth and the older generation, by promoting open discussion 
on modernising our welfare state. 



 
Transparency, Anti-Corruption and E-Governance: 
 
NEODEPA believes in the promotion of projects through which the governments shall tackle 
corruption and increase accountability, credibility and transparency based on the directives, 
decisions and international standards of the Council of Europe, The United Nations and the 
European Union. NEODEPA supports the establishment of an Independent Anti-Corruption 
Authority in Cyprus.  
 
NEODEPA supports E-government projects through which the governments shall increase 
accountability, credibility, transparency, inhibit corruption and deliver better, more efficient 
public services via the internet and be more responsive to the needs and interests of the 
citizens. 
 
Economy:  
 
NEODEPA supports the development of the economy on the basis of the mixed economy 
system, which permits the entire developmental planning through the cooperation of the 
public and the private sector, for the enhancement of private initiative and the pursuing of 
entrepreneurship in a balanced, viable, fair and sustainable way. 
 
Employment Rights:  
 
NEODEPA supports the strengthening of workers’ rights and condemns any and all forms of 
exploitation, especially of young people, whether they are forced to work for low wages or 
for unacceptable working hours. We believe in a policy which will provide young people 
with more opportunities in the field of work where they are qualified, and where a lack of 
experience is not unfairly used to deprive them of finding a job in their own field. 
 
Education:  
 
NEODEPA believes in the right to provide free and of high quality education to all and at all 
levels of education. It believes not only in the right to free education, but also in the 
principle of creating an education system where young individuals are able to make a free 
and informed choice on their future education and career path.  
 
NEODEPA also believes in life-wide education and recognises the need for both formal and 
non-formal education. 
 
NEODEPA believes that awareness should be raised through education for the different 
religions and ethnicities that reside in Cyprus. 
 
NEODEPA believes that steps should be taken to enhance the research available to help 
prevent harassment, discrimination, bullying and hate crime, in cooperation with state 
officials, academics and school educators. Steps should be taken to educate young people 
on the dangers of social media and the internet. The privacy of the youth should be 



protected to avoid leakage of intimate content, compromising the reputation and future of 
young people. 
 
Housing:  
 
NEODEPA firmly believes that housing should be perceived as a basic need. It promotes 
policies which aim to alleviate citizens, and especially the youth, from homelessness and 
also actively works to provide accessible and affordable housing. 
 
Due to the increase of birth deficit, greater housing incentives should be given for the youth, 
in order to financially help them create a family. Such incentives should also be extended to 
single parents. 
 
Healthcare:  
 
NEODEPA strongly believes in free and accessible healthcare for all. Health services are a 
key component of a fair, productive and modern society and healthcare should be provided 
at little or no cost by the state while ensuring equal opportunity to access it regardless of 
economic and social status. 
 
Clean Environment:  
 
NEODEPA supports The Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, which replaced the Kyoto Protocol. The requirement that all countries 
being rich, poor, developed, and developing do their part and cut greenhouse gas emissions 
is of vital importance.  
 
NEODEPA supports the European Green Deal with an aim of a climate-neutral European 
Union by 2050. All parts of society and economic sectors will play a role in the transition to a 
climate-neutral society. It is both an urgent challenge and an opportunity to build a better 
future for everyone.  
 
Final Remarks: 

NEODEPA believes in and promotes the creation and development of friendly relations 
between the youth of Cyprus and the youth of other countries with the basic principle of 
solidarity and mutual understanding between them. It aims to do so by working together 
with other youth organisations both at a national and international level through joint 
projects and activities, whether they be in person or virtually, including but not limited to, 
seminars, congresses, networking symposiums, debates and social occasions.  

NEODEPA is for young people who search for a modern, serious and balanced youth 
organisation, with the young citizens that want to fight for a better country, a better society 
and a better future of progress, security, stability and welfare. 
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