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Nuclear Policy Landscape



National Momentum
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N U C L E AR  M AT T E R S  

AD V O C AC Y  R E AC H

Over the past year, federal lawmakers have recognized the importance of 

supporting carbon-free nuclear energy in two major pieces of legislation.

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Act (signed into law Dec. 2021)

• Included a $6 billion Civil Nuclear Credit program to support existing nuclear 

plants.

• Created a demonstration program for Regional Clean Hydrogen Hubs.

• Continued funding for Advanced Reactor Demonstration Programs.

The Build Back Better Act (under consideration as of March 2022)

• Includes a nuclear production tax credit (PTC) to support existing nuclear 

plants.

• Allocates funding for research and development in nuclear fusion.

• Contains funding for economically distressed communities to transition away 

from fossil fuels to carbon-free sources, such as nuclear energy.

Representation of where Nuclear Matters 

advocates are based across the country. 

The darker areas symbolize a higher 

number of advocates.



State Momentum
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State legislators have recently passed legislation supportive of the industry in the following states:

Saved the Byron & Dresden nuclear plants from 

premature closure in 2021; considering repealing 

the state's ban on new nuclear plant construction in 
2022.

Created a framework in 2022 for the state to 

establish small modular reactors in the future.

Authorized a study in 2021 on the feasibility of 

advanced nuclear reactors to support the coal-

to-nuclear transition and ended a moratorium 

on new nuclear power development.

In 2021, included language supporting nuclear energy 

in enacted legislation to develop a plan for a statewide 

70% carbon reduction by 2030, laddering up to the 

Governor's net-zero emissions goal by 2050.

The utility board extended three-year zero emissions 

certificates for the Hope Creek, Salem One and Salem 

Two nuclear power plants in 2021.

In 2022, authorized a study on the development of 

advanced small modular reactors within the 

Commonwealth.*

In 2019, included supporting nuclear energy in 

enacted legislation to develop a plan to eliminate 

coal generation by 2025 and mandate 100% clean 

energy by 2045.

Lifted the state's ban on new nuclear plant 

construction in 2022.

Authorized permitting in 2020 for small modular 

reactors to replace coal or natural gas generating 

units.

On the heels of passing new nuclear tax 

incentives, this year Nebraska has set aside funds 

to support an SMR feasibility study.



Step 1: Starting Your 

Advocacy Journey



Step 1: Starting Your Advocacy Journey
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In a pivotal election year, every action counts. Here are a few 

ways to get started:

• CONNECT with Nuclear Matters – learn how on the next slide!

• SHARE your support for nuclear energy across your 

social media channels.

• REGISTER to vote or check your registration status with 

Nuclear Matters' Civic Action Center.

• ATTEND virtual advocacy events, including Nuclear 

Matters’ fireside chats and policy panels.

• PARTICIPATE in action alerts, which we’ll share with you via 

email.

• Visit Nuclear Matters’ Action Center

https://p2a.co/r4cWTYb/
https://www.nuclearmatters.com/action_center


Connect with Nuclear Matters

8

1

Follow us on

Twitter and 

Facebook

for news about the 

industry, nuclear 

energy advocacy and 

more.

FOLLOW US ON 

SOCIAL

2

Visit us at

www.nuclearmatters.

com

to access our Action

Center and additional

advocacy resources.

VISIT OUR 

WEBSITE

Sign up to join the 

Nuclear Matters

network and receive 

regular email 

outreach.

3
JOIN NUCLEAR 

MATTERS
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Email

info@nuclearmatters.

com for information 

about how we can help 

share your advocacy 

story.

SEND US A 

MESSAGE

http://twitter.com/nuclear_matters
http://facebook.com/nuclearmatters
http://www.nuclearmatters.com/
https://www.nuclearmatters.com/login
mailto:info@nuclearmatters.com


Vote with Nuclear Energy in Mind in 2022
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During this year's midterm elections, make your voice heard 

by voting for pro-nuclear candidates. You can use our Civic 

Action Center to get started:

• Register to vote or check your registration status.

• See which federal, local and state candidates are running 

where you live and learn more about their qualifications 

for office.

• View your voter information such as your local polling place, 

how to request an absentee ballot and what the election rules 

are in your state.

https://p2a.co/r4cWTYb/


Best Practices for Online Engagement
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Communicating online is an easy way to bring greater 

visibility and understanding to nuclear energy. Here are a 

few tips to get you started:

• All social platforms are different. That means it’s 

important for you to share different content on each 

channel.

• Facebook = personal stories

• Twitter = joining a larger, news-oriented conversation

• Use multimedia such as infographics and videos to 

increase engagement.

• Customize and tailor posts to ensure they’re creative and 

personal.

• Remain factual and action-oriented while tying in 

relatable advocacy elements.

• At a loss for words? You can always share our content on 

Facebook and Twitter!

https://www.facebook.com/nuclearmatters
https://twitter.com/nuclear_matters


Curating Your Feed: Accounts to Follow
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Below we’ve compiled a quick list of some top news and advocacy accounts we recommend 

checking out. Follow these accounts to stay up-to-date on the industry and use their content as 

inspiration for your own social engagement.

Twitter

• Nuclear Matters

• American Nuclear Society

• NAYGN

• Nuclear Energy Institute

• NRC

• Office of Nuclear Energy

• U.S. Women in Nuclear

• Mothers for Nuclear

Facebook

• Nuclear Matters

• American Nuclear Society

• NAYGN

• Nuclear Energy Institute

• NRC

• Office of Nuclear Energy

• U.S. Women in Nuclear

• Mothers for Nuclear

https://twitter.com/nuclear_matters
https://twitter.com/ANS_org
https://twitter.com/NA_YGN
https://twitter.com/NEI
https://twitter.com/NRCgov
https://twitter.com/GovNuclear
https://twitter.com/WomenInNuclear
https://twitter.com/moms4nuclear
https://www.facebook.com/nuclearmatters
https://www.facebook.com/www.ans.org
https://www.facebook.com/TheNAYGN
https://www.facebook.com/NuclearEnergyInstitute
https://www.facebook.com/nrcgov/
https://www.facebook.com/NuclearEnergyGov/
https://www.facebook.com/USWomeninNuclear
https://www.facebook.com/mothersfornuclear


Step 2: Amplifying Your 

Advocacy



Step 2: Amplifying Your Advocacy
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Ready to take your digital outreach to the next level and engage new and 

familiar audiences? Follow the tips below to keep up with the latest 

industry developments and share them with your online communities:

• JOIN the Nuclear Matters President's Circle and 

our partner communities like NAYGN, U.S. Women 

in Nuclear and Mothers for Nuclear.

• RECORD video testimonials to share your 

advocacy story.

• SHARE educational resources among your 

community and recruit new advocates.

https://www.nuclearmatters.com/membership
https://naygn.org/
https://www.winus.org/
https://www.mothersfornuclear.org/


Sharing Your Advocacy Story
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• Authentic, personal stories can bring your advocacy to 

life and can help explain to potential supporters how 

nuclear energy benefits your everyday life.

• Prompts:

• What does nuclear energy mean to me and/or my 

family?

• How has working in nuclear energy benefitted my 

personal or professional life?

• How does nuclear energy support my community?

• What policies can legislators vote for to advance and 

preserve nuclear energy?



Recruiting Friends, Family and Community 

Members
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Community organizing is essential for changing hearts and minds about the benefits of nuclear energy. 

That means spreading the word to people who are familiar because it means more when it’s personal.

Here are some of the key tips to help you be successful in recruiting new advocates to the Nuclear Matters 

community:

• An informed spokesperson is key. The best advocates for nuclear energy are those who are informed 

and excited to lead and attract nuclear energy supporters.

• Tell people to sign up for Nuclear Matters. Encourage them to visit the Nuclear Matters log in page to 

join.

• Create a custom action alert. We’re here to help you mobilize your friends, family and members of your 

community to advocate in support of nuclear energy.

https://www.nuclearmatters.com/login


Step 3: Going Above and 

Beyond



Step 3: Going Above and Beyond
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Ready to step up your nuclear energy advocacy? Here 

are some suggestions to grow the impact of your 

efforts:

• WRITE letters to the editor (LTEs) and blog posts on 

timely topics.

• Nuclear Matters can help draft and place LTEs about 

nuclear energy in local papers.

• SEND an original letter to your legislator or call their 

offices to share your support for policies that properly 

value nuclear energy.

• PRESENT your comments or questions about legislation 

at virtual or in-person public meetings.



Tips for Contacting Legislators
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Helpful Resources:

• Contact Information: Find the information for 

members of Congress on the House and 

Senate websites. Find the information for your 

state legislators on the Open States website.

• Templated Emails and Messages: On the 

Nuclear Matters website, our Action Center

allows members to send templated messages 

directly to legislators.

• Action Alerts: Sign up for emails to get timely 

alerts right to your inbox.

• Sample Outreach: Send a hard copy letter or 

set up a write-in campaign, using our sample 

letter and upcoming Nuclear Matters for 

America materials.

Outreach Tips + Tricks:

• Identify the legislators that are advocating for 

pro-nuclear policies. Legislators care about why 

the issues matter to you, and in an election year, 

they also care about the timeliness of an 

upcoming vote.

• Prepare facts and figures. Combine your 

advocacy story and the facts about carbon-free 

sources.

• Tell them how they can help. Talk to elected 

officials about legislation that supports nuclear 

energy and how their support makes a difference.

https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm
https://openstates.org/find_your_legislator/
https://www.nuclearmatters.com/action_center
https://www.nuclearmatters.com/join
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/themes/5903590478b8e27dda000000/attachments/original/1607024560/SampleLetter.pdf?1607024560


A Guide for Public Meetings
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How do I find out if members of Congress are hosting a virtual or in-person public meeting?

• Sign up for your member of Congress’ e-newsletter, which will announce their town halls, public 

meetings and other event appearances.

How should I prepare to address an elected official?

• Know the issues. This Advocacy Toolkit is a great resource for talking points on the benefits of nuclear 

energy as a carbon-free energy source.

• If virtual, make sure your microphone and camera are functioning before joining the meeting.

• Email info@nuclearmatters.com with any specific questions.

What happens once the meeting starts?

• Prepare your question or comment in advance.

• Be concise and professional. Weave your introduction into your comment, if possible.

• Encourage a response from the legislator.

What do I need to do once the meeting is over?

• Follow up with unanswered questions and share materials you want the legislator’s office to have.

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/nuclearmatters/pages/478/attachments/original/1624906537/Advocacy_101.pdf?1624906537
mailto:info@nuclearmatters.com


Questions & 

Discussion


