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Enclosures
Enclosure (1) — Frequently Askeq Questions

The following Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs

f ) nddress fecens updates related to man Loy
vaccinations. A full list of vaceine related FAQSE can be necessed hoge: Eﬂﬂiu;_;_ig_:mﬂt
EAQ: = United St Joqst i = i i

Q: Lam open to taking a vaccine other than Moderna or Pfizer, What are my options?

A: A member who has received all required doses of an FDA licensed VECCInE, 8 vaccing
administered under the FDAs Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), or a vaccine on the Warld
Health Organization (WH) Emergency Use (EUL) is compliant with the Coast Giuard's COVID-
1% vaccine mandate, as described in ALCOAST 305/2] and 315/21.

Novavax's COVID-19 vaccine, Adjuvanted, recently received authorization from the FDA under
a EUA and was recommended by the CDC far use a5 an option for adults. Movavax is an option
1o gain compliance IAW ALCOAST 30521 and 315/21.

Q: What is the difference between Mevavax and the previously approved COVID-19
vaccines?

Ai The FDA approved vaccines (Comimaty, Spikevax) are mRNA vaccines which teach ﬂmbﬂ;
how 1o make & protein, which then results in an immune response that helps pmm{ui ]
COVID-19 infection. The Novavax vaccine is protein-based that the body develops an
response 1o, which thes helps protect us from COVID-19 infection. The Novavax

FDA Emergency Use Authorization. Lt T v -
Q: Il non—compliant servicemembers elect to take the Novavax ac
by the Service?

Az A non-compliant servicemember whe compl

regimens, including Novavax, prior to their final
Active Duty or Reserve status.

hws-gx'
separation

Q: I received a denlal for my u]iglnu_tmnnn&'ﬂﬁﬁ
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U5 COAST GUARD

ADMINISTRATIVE REMARKS
PREVACY ACT STATEMERT

Purseand 105 U5C. §552a(m) YL this Privacy Act Statenend sere o momm you of why DHE & regueatng T irformation on this lorm
AUTHORITY. 14 ULS.C. § 505

PURPOSE: To documnl i LISCT senvice Sembrs itterarments, socomaishments, Ukioms Code of Millsy Jusbios (UGN | inkactiandi),
of ary other LISCIS milkary pary of personnel sty

ROUTINE USES: Avthonzed US0G oficaly will vt T informabion o valdaln o US00G service membar's schisrssmants, scoomplnhments,
LICAL) niractoniy) or any oihar LS00 milltany pay or panionisl sty Ary §xinvl descioiures of informabon withie T recod will b mac
1 il wilth DHSAUSCG-014, ditery Pary 8nd Porgcensl, T8 Fodersl Rogaber BESI3 (Douoted 78, 2011}
CORFEQUENCES OF FALURE TO PROVIDE IMFCRMATION: Provdng Fug informaton & volusiary. However, Liluns i proviss T
mfcemation muy rsull B 8 delay i adminigating B e

Ensry Type: Performance and Dhacaplane (F&D-31A) COVID-19 Mandatory Vaccinalon Counscling
Reference:  (p) COMDT COGARD WASHINGTON D 0722478 SF? 2/ALCOAST 515721
(b) Dol Instruction 6205,02, Dol Immunization Program (23 Jul 19)

() Immumnizations and Chemoprophylaxis, COMDTINST MG2M4 (serics)
() Military Religiows Accommodations, COMDTINST B 1000, 15 (seriesh

Responsible Level: Unii
Entry:

Wou arc hereby counseled that, per refierences (a) = (c), you are required o receive a COVID 19 vaccine that
bt recerved full liserdurne from the Food and Drug Admanistration (FDA), n sccordascs with FDA-approved
Iabeling and guidance. The COVID-19 vaceines are safe and effective s preventing COVID-19 and reducing
the risk of severe illness and death, as well as the risk of people spreading ibe vinus ihat causes COVID-19.

1 yoius have medical questions about the vaccine o believe you should be granted a medical exemption per ref
(e}, consult your beslth care provider. 17 you wish 1o seek & religious sccommodation per ref (d), you should
schedule an interview with & Chaplain and then submit the request through your chain of command.
F bath

m Code off

: | sclosowledgpe the sbhove entry.

X _: linbend to sock an exemplion or accommedation. M ucst will be gebmiticd within T days of this date.

3 RAME OF LT PR Palional TR Foia

& TRPLOYTE D U= & SRADLEA

Fila origingl in BP0 PDR, Emall cogy 15 CO PEC-BOPS-C-MR
CO-XMT (i) Page 10l 1
PREVIOUE EDITRONS ARE DESOLETE
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MEMORANDUM

From:

Taoc

Subj:  REQUEST FOR RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION FROM THE COAST
GUARD'S COVID-19 VACCINATION MANDATE

Ref: (o) I
(b) ALCOAST 305721 R 2622 12£ AUG 21
(e} ALCOAST 31521 R 0722472 SEP 21
(d) Military Religious Accommodations, COMDTINST MI00D, 15 (series)
() Immunizations and Chemoprophylaxis for tbe Prevention of Infectioes Discases,
COMDTINST ME230.4 {series)
() 42 1.5.C. §§ 2000bb #t seq,, Religious Freedom Restomation Act of 1993, (RFRA)
{g) 1.5, Coast Guard Civil Rights Manaal, COMDTINGT MS350.4 (series)

1. Referemce (a) is your request thal the Coast Guard accommodaie a religious praciice so ibat
you will not be required 1o receive the COVID-19 vaceine, as requined by references (b) and
{c). | have beem delegaied the suthonity to act on this request by CG-1 pursuant to reference (d)
| have carefully reviewed your request in accordance with neferences (di-<(f), Your request ks
denied

2. Tmade this decisson afler considering your right to free exercmie of your religion or religious
beliels and the government's compelling inlerest m mission accomplisheent, w inelude mlitary
readiness: unit cobesion; good order and discipline; and the health end safety of you, the
meembers assigned 1o your unit and within the Coast Guard, and ibe public with whoem the Coas
Cuard regularly imteracts, | then corsidered whether requinng you to receive the COVID- 19
vaccine is the least restrictive means availshle to achieve this compelling interest. 1t was your
burden o extablish the religious natare and sancerity of your belwls amd that recciving e
vaccing woeald substantially burden your religious belicl or practi he purpose of this
administrative decisbon, 1 do not question the sincerity of you 1% beliel or whether
vRCCine requincments sabstantially barden youar el T The Coast Guard reserves the
apporunily 1o make these determenations, bt | do not need 10 address them here (o resodve youar
requist,

3. I'have concluded that there are nis lesser restrictive means available olber than vaccmation to
achieve the compelling government inberesd here. Inassessing your reguest, | considered that the
Coast Guard is a military service that must be ready at all times 1o perform its miliary and other
missicns. The military ratuse of the Coast Guard and the resdiness obligations of miliury
serviee would likely suffics to requine vaccination, In addition, the Coast Guard is unigue



Subi; REQUEST FOR RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION FROM THE -
COAST GUARD'S COVID-19 VACCINATION MANDATE

first dose of the Pfizer vaccing, The Pfizer waccine is camently the: nnl:,'vtu;iru: that is mandsted
fiar military personnel. Thercefore, a defermeent of vaccination wntil netice of deployment or
tomporary duly assignment woulbd result in vour inability o exodule onders ina Gmely manner,
resulting in miszion degradation or failure. The Coast Guand cannod afford to have portions of its
workforee unable or unprepared to respond 1o domestic emergenches and other shon-fuse
requests for assisiance

5. Uhimately, usvaccinated Coast Guard members place not enly themselves ut risk, bat also
hold at risk every other member in the unit and MEL{::rHic. ¥ our mability o practice social
distancing al your unif and the meffectiveness of o centative safety measures pose a
substantial risk of you coatracting o spreading COVID-19. This in tem decreases the milivary
readiness of the unit and the Coast Guard a8 a whale. Yeu must be medically ready and able o
perform your duties for your unit 1o fusction ellectively.

6, [iherefore fied that there sre no meens less restrictive than full vaccinstion 1o schieve the
Coast Guard”s compelling governmental inferest because of the conditions ander which the
Caast (uard execules its mrssaons and your role within that execotson. Your request for &
religious accammadation 16 the Ceast Guard™s COVID-19 vaccine mandate s demied

T, Your request also mised congerns regarding the meed for & medical gxemption, | have taken
no action on your medical concems because your arguments for & request for o medscal
excmption are not approprizsely addressed in your religious sccommeodation request. You still
have the apportunity, if you have nol already done so, to submit a request for a medical
exemplion mn accordance with paragraph 2-6 of reference (g).

8. You kave 10 business days afier receipt of this decision 1o receive your firsi dose of a two-
dose vaccing or the single dose of » single-dose vaccine,

9, If you wish to nppeal this decision, vou must do so within 10 busingss days after receipt of
this decision. The appeal authomity for this matier is the Assistant Commandant for Human
Resources (CG-1) a1 HOSPolicyandStandardsimuseg mil. The appeal must inclade the specific
hasis on which you believe the initial denial was in error.

10, You kave the right to file an Equal Opportanity complaist by contacting o Civil Rights
Service Provider wiikdn 45 calendar days of any denial. For complaint processing, see Chapier 5
af Reference (g)

11 I you do not begin the COVID-19 regimen or submit an appeal within 10 business days alfler
receipt of this decision, vou will be in vielation of the lawfal order in reference (o), a5 well as

amy wiber onder 1hat vou received [from competent autharily W booome vageinabad agaimnst
COVID-19, snd will he subject 1o all pumitive and sdministrative consequences for fling o
comply,
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ME!

From:

Subj:  DECESION ON AFFEAL OF RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION DEMIAL

Ref: (a)
b

|
() Military Religious Accommodations, COMDTINST 1000, 15 (series)

1. 1 have personally reviewed and fully cosdidersd yvour appeal (reference (a]) of the decision o
deny your request for a neligious accommaodation (reference (bj). 1 find no error occurred in
reaching the degision 1o deny your religious sccommodstion request, As siasch, and in agcordance
with reference (¢). your appeal is denbed.

2, My decmsion in your case came onby after extensive consideration. [ personally reviewed your
appeals packape and consulted with a Judpe Advocale to erdurne | sccurately apphied the law asd
podicy 1o your specific circumstances. My achoas in denying vour request are mbended 10 meet
Cosst Guard requirements as a ready militsry workfonee and ||al:|l.1'-':iqﬁm responder in which
yous phay o valeshle role,

3, 1 realize my dendal of your appeal is not welcome news, [t takes cournge o submit an
accommodation request that reguines sharing your closely held beliefs, as well as to trust others
o treal thase beluefs thoaghtfully. 1 also understand that you may have experenosd additional
stress during this process and, if Lo, strongly encourage you 1o lake ad vantage of the many
resounes the Coast Guard provides to help you best manage than siress. Contaet your cormsmansd
if you have questions about how o access these resoarces,

4, | have no doaht thet vou have mede significent sacrifices along vour joumney, Imvesiing
yourself in our Coast Guard and the Natwon. | bope you will decide te comply with the Coast
Guard's vascime requiremnent and continue your service well inbo the future.
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MEMORANDUM

From
“ommand Chaplain

To: Commandang (CO-133)
Thru:  Commandant (CG-112)

Subj:  REQUEST FOR RELIGHAS ACCOMMODATION CHAPLAIN INTEEVIEW 100D

Bel:  (a) COMDTINGT 10GHL]S

1 s submatied & request for accommndation of a religious practice per
reterence (a). | imterviewed the requestor on 10 Sep 2021, 1 explained that this interview would
nol be a confidential communscatson as defined by reference (a) and informed the requestor that

refferral for comfidential chaplain suppon was avaalable

2 _ha.u requested an accommodation i order o be exempled from COVID-1%
immunzalsons due bo his personal religious beliefs. Ths 1 his first request for accommedation.

3 15 a practicing Christian. He was raised in the farth since birth. He belioves
stromgly in the fact that the use of aboried fetal tissue in the testing and'or development of the
currenily availshle vaccines violstes his personal fxith. He akso noted the CINC snd FDA dats
which repont significam side effects resulting from the vaceines. His belief tha the body is the
haly temple of God precludes him from knowingly mtroducing a substance intp his body that
could cause harm

4, There sre na alicmate means of mesting thiz requesst diss 10 Coast Guard regulations

wcerely held belief | :.'- He detatled the practice of his

5. I beliewe that this is a simcered

faith dusing daily life. He was raised in a non-denominastional church senting with a grandfaiher
wh 15 a pastor. He and his famadly currenitly u:lu‘xﬂw

they are active volunteers and supporters of a local Cnsis Pregnancy Center.
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boried fctal

s helhicis

wvaccme thai uses

ving
kxics his simcerely held relig

regarding the sanctty and protection of pee-born children

Muost Sincerely,

Lz Pastionr
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MEMORANDUM

Subi:  REQUEST FOR RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION FROM THE COAST
GUARD'S COVID- 19 VACTINATION MANDATE

Ref:  (a)
(b)) ALCOAST 30521 R 2622128 AUG 21
(e) ALCOAST 31521 R 072247F SEP 21
(dy Military Religsous Accommasdations, COMDTINST M I000.15 (senies)
e}l Immungrstsons and Chemoprophylaxss for the Prevenbion of Infectious Deseases,

COMDTINST M6230.4 (serics)

iy 42 US.CO55 Jibb et seq., Religious Freedom Restoratson Act of 1993 {RFRA)
ig) US. Coast Gusrd Crvil Righits Manual, COMDTINST MS5150.4 {series)

1. Hefference (a) is your nequest that the Coast Gusrd sceonmodate a neligious practice so that
you will mod be n:qulrul 1o reccive the OOVID-19 vaccine, as required by references (b) and (c)
| have been delegated the sdpdicaton authorny for religious sccommaodation roquests pursuant
1o peference (d). | have carelully reviewed your request m accardance with relfenences (d)1-(1.
Yeur request is denied

2 | made this decisson after considening your night o free exercise of your religson or religious
beliefs and the government's m::-:lp‘:l:-l:'f imierest i massion accomplishment, 1o include military
readiness; umt cobesion; goosd dizcipline; and the baalth and safety of you, the
members assigned 1o your unat and within the Coast Guard, and the publsc with whom the Coast
Ciraard FL}.‘IILFTIEMH'AH I ihen considened whether requiring you 1o receive the COVID-1%
v i the least restrictive means avaalable o schieve this compellng interest. 1 was your
burden: o establish the religious nature and smcerity of vour beliefs and thal recesvang the
vaccine would subsiantially burden vous religious belied of praciice. [For the purpose of this
;dmmmwﬂcv:uu mmmﬁemruy your reli belsel or whether
vascine reg ] your religous pracisce. The Coast Cuard reserves the
opporiunity 1o make |I|-.--. dhescrmsimations, bul | 30 ot reeed 10 adkress them bere 1 resolve yous

requiesL

3 D have concluded that there are mo besser restrictive nscans availoble otber than vaccination 1o
achseve the compellng government inderest here. In sssessing vour request, | considered that ke
Coasi Guard is 8 milsary service that must be ready ot sl imes to perform iis miliary snd other
misssors. The military matare of the Coast Guard and the readiness obligations. of military
service would lskely suffice o require vacoimatson. In addition, the Coast Guard 15 unigue
amsoegsl the military services becawse of the natuse of s missons that mchude suppont of the

Poidar g nt e aedaffunia o] el



Suby: REQUEST FOR RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION FROMTHE Wi
COAST GUARDFNS COVID-19 VACCINATION MANDATE

5 Ubkemately, unvaccinsted Coast Guard members place not only themselves at nisk, but also
bold at risk every other member in the unin and the public. Y our mability 1o practice :wl.l.'ll
distancing at your unit and the meffectiveness of other preventative safety measures pose
substantial risk of vou contracting or spreading COVID-19. This in mrm du-rmnm m.ul:l:uy
readiness of the unat and the Coast Guard as a whole. You must be medscally ready and able 10
perform vour duties for your usit to fenction effectively.

&, | therefore find that there sre no means bess restrictive than full veccination 1o scheeve the
Cioast Giuard"s compelling governmental imierest because of the conditions under which the
Coant Cisand exocutes ils missions and your robe withan that execution. Yeur request for a
religious sccommodation to the Coast Guard's OOVID-19 vaccine mandate s denied.

T. You have 10 business days sfler recespt of this deciseon to receive your first dose of & two.
dose vaceine of the single dose of a singhe-dose vaccine,

&, If you wish io appeal thes decision, you must do o within 10 busaness days after receipt of
this decision. The | authegity for this matter is the Assistant Commandant for Human
Resowrces (CG-1) at HOSPolicyandStandardsi uscgmil. The appeal must inchade the speafic
basis on which you belseve the instinl demial was in error.

9. You have the mght o file an Equal Opportunity complaimt by contacting a Civil Rights
S-E‘nm Provider Wﬁm 45 n.aknd,irda.yu:ltny denial. For complaint processing, see Chaper 5
of Refarence gl

1 If you do not begin the COVID-19 regimen or submit an within 10 business days after
the recenpt of this decrion, you will be in violstion of the la order in refercnce (c), as well ax
othver osder that mmﬂlmmmamwhhwummwdlg
WVIE-19. and will be subject 1o all panitive and sdminisirative consequences for failing 10

Copy:



Table 1: Religious Accommodation Requests & Appeals

Initial RA Requests ~ RAAppeals
- Filed Denied Approved Appeals Denied Approved

Air Force 12623 3,180 b 2,221 443 1
Army 3,523 391 0 55 ] 0
UsCG 1,308 578 1] 224 (0 0
UsSCMC 3.5489 3,458 L1} 1,150 119 3
Navy 4,095 3.728 (1] 1,222 81 0
Total 25,008 11,335 5 4,872 643 4



Good moming Juan,

Reaching out to let you know that your request has been received. I will be in

contact!
Most respectfully,

LTJG Nicolina Converso
Media Relations, U.S. Coast Guard
Office: (202) 372-4637
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of COMDT (CG-3307) P&D-41D/E.
2. Vaccination against COVID-19% is a requirement for all
servicemembers in the Coast Guard.A Vaccination is necessary to be
world=-wide deployable and protects individual medical readiness,
which protects unit and Service readineas. Further, as a military
service, compliance with lawful orders is mon-negotiable.’ Therefore,
the Coast Guard is beginning involuntary administrative separation
processing for all non-compliant Active Duty servicesesbars.h All
non-compliant Reserve servicemesmbers will be processed for
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