
 

 

Form 10 

[Rule 3.25] 
 

 Clerk's Stamp 

COURT FILE NUMBER 2201- 

COURT COURT OF KING’S BENCH OF ALBERTA 

JUDICIAL CENTRE CALGARY 

PLAINTIFFS EZRA LEVANT and REBEL NEWS NETWORK LTD. 

DEFENDANTS JEAN-CHRISTOPHE BOUCHER, THE GOVERNORS OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY and BELL MEDIA INC. 

DOCUMENT STATEMENT OF CLAIM 
 

ADDRESS FOR SERVICE AND 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
OF PARTY FILING THIS 
DOCUMENT 

JENSEN SHAWA SOLOMON DUGUID HAWKES LLP 
800, 304 - 8 Avenue SW 
Calgary, Alberta  T2P 1C2 
 
Robert Hawkes KC / Andrea MacLean 
Tel: 403 571 1544 / 403 571 1509 
Fax: 403 571 1528 
hawkesr@jssbarristers.ca / macleana@jssbarristers.ca  
File: 13268-011 

 
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT(S) 

You are being sued.  You are a Defendant. 

Go to the end of this document to see what you can do and when you must do it. 

Note: State below only facts and not evidence (Rule 13.6) 

Statement of facts relied on: 

1. The Plaintiff, Ezra Levant (Levant), is an individual residing in Toronto, Ontario. Levant is 
a published author and the founder, principal, and publisher of Rebel News. He regularly 
appears on shows broadcast by the Plaintiff, Rebel News Network Ltd. (Rebel News) 
including as host of the “Ezra Levant Show.” 

2. The Plaintiff, Rebel News, is a federal corporation registered to operate in Alberta. Rebel 
News operates an online news and commentary service at the domain name 
www.rebelnews.com, as well as on various social media sites. 
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3. The Defendant, the Governors of the University of Calgary (the University), is a 
corporation established under the Post-Secondary Learning Act, S.A. 2003, c. P-19.5 that 
operates the University of Calgary. 

4. The Defendant, Jean-Christophe Boucher, is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Political Science at the University. 

5. The Defendant, Bell Media Inc. (Bell Media) is a Canadian media conglomerate and a 
federal corporation incorporated pursuant to the laws of Canada. Bell Media owns and 
operates several media outlets including CTV Atlantic (CTV Atlantic) which airs, among 
other shows, a nightly newscast entitled CTV News Atlantic at Six (the Newscast). 

The Original Defamation  

6. On June 7, 2022 at 1:05 pm, the University‘s School of Public Policy posted a tweet on 
Twitter at https://twitter.com/policy_school/status/1534250086858891269. It stated: 

Canadian social media is under attack. #Disinformation and the #Russia-
#Ukraine war. 

New report by @jcboucher1, Jack Edwards, Jenny Kim, Abbas Badami, 
and Henry Smith tomorrow on http://policyschool.ca. 

7. This salacious headline was designed to create controversy and garner attention of 
readers. It does not accurately reflect the content of the study it was trying to promote 
and suggests that the Plaintiffs (all of whom were identified in the study) were “attacking” 
Canadian social media - an entirely false claim. The language used in this tweet implies 
the Plaintiffs engaged in activity which includes or is similar to hacking or use of bots 
online, which is false. 

8. On June 8, 2022, the University published a study online by Boucher entitled 
“Disinformation and Russia-Ukrainian War on Canadian Social Media” (the Study) 
containing defamatory statements about Levant and Rebel News. The entire Study is 
defamatory to the Plaintiffs and is attached as Schedule A to this Claim. Schedule A is 
incorporated herein in its entirety. 

9. The Study is not peer-reviewed nor has it been published in any scholarly publication. 

10. On June 8, 2022, at 8:45 am, the University’s School of Public Policy tweeted a link to the 
Study at https://twitter.com/policy_school/status/1534547043573813249. Boucher 
retweeted that tweet. 

11. The Study alleges, falsely, directly or by way of innuendo that Levant and Rebel News: 

(a) Spread pro-Russian disinformation; 

https://twitter.com/policy_school/status/1534250086858891269
https://twitter.com/policy_school/status/1534547043573813249
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(b) Are heavily influenced by US-influenced and Russia-influenced Twitter accounts 
which spread pro-Russian propaganda; 

(c) Are among the most influential Canadian-based Twitter accounts spreading pro-
Russian narratives; and 

(d) Propagate misleading information which legitimizes the invasion of Ukraine. 

12. The Study, compiled by a team of University of Calgary researchers led by Boucher, 
purports “to examine the prevalence of pro-Russian narratives on Canadian social media 
as well as identify major influencers creating and spreading such narratives. Additionally, 
using artificial intelligence, [it purports] to examine the reach and nature of pro-Russian 
disinformation narratives.” 

13. The Study was published by the University of Calgary’s School of Public Policy. It received 
attention from media outlets across the country including by CTV News, Global News & 
The Canadian Press. 

14. The Study identifies Levant’s Twitter account, @Ezralevant, as one of the top Twitter 
accounts spreading pro-Russian talking points/disinformation including the following 
narratives: 

(a) Implying NATO expansionism legitimizes the Russian invasion; 

(b) Portraying NATO as an aggressive alliance using Ukraine as a proxy against Russia; 
and 

(c) Suggesting that Ukraine is a fascist state or has extensive fascist influences. 

15. Furthermore, the Study identifies Levant’s Twitter account, @Ezralevant, as, among other 
things, promoting a specific mistrust of Canada’s Liberal government, and especially of 
Prime Minister Trudeau and, “promoting a general mistrust in institutions and elites.” 

16. These allegations are advanced in the context of the broader Study about misinformation 
and the Study suggests that these narratives are nefarious or otherwise harmful to 
Canadian society when, in fact, it is the job of journalists like Levant to be critics and 
skeptics of government and powerful institutions, including the Canadian government. 
Levant, as a Canadian journalist, has a duty to publish news and commentary on current 
affairs, including critical content. The mistrust that arises is not a result of Levant or Rebel 
News spreading misinformation but, instead, reporting on the words and actions of 
government, institutions and individuals involved in public life in Canada. The implication 
that Levant, in providing thoughtful scrutiny and criticism of government policy and 
debate, is a pro-Russian spreader of misinformation, is both irresponsible and conforms 
with a broader agenda funded by the federal government to limit, marginalize, and 
ultimately silence its critics.  
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17. The Study was funded by the Canadian government through the Department of Defence. 
The Canadian government and, by extension, the Department of Defence, is a NATO ally 
with a keen interest in ensuring a specific narrative about the conflict between Ukraine 
and Russia is communicated widely to the Canadian public. The Study supports that 
interest by defining contrary viewpoints as pro-Russia disinformation. 

18. Furthermore, Boucher’s negative views on Rebel News were well known when he was 
approved for funding by the Government. The Government has a history of repeatedly 
and publicly condemning Rebel News including actively preventing it and its employees 
from covering leaders’ debates (a move that was twice reversed by the Federal Court). 

19. The Study in its natural and ordinary meaning or, in the alternative, by way of innuendo, 
was meant and understood to mean that Levant and Rebel News: 

(a) Are prolific spreaders of pro-Russian propaganda and/or disinformation; 

(b) Are not credible - including the content of their respective tweets, posts, columns, 
and/or broadcasts; and 

(c) Hold or advance opinions or stories that are tainted and influenced by pro-Russian 
entities/individuals and should be regarded with suspicion.  

20. In fact, and particularly in the case of Levant, he has repeatedly and publicly stated his 
distain for and opposition to Putin and Russia, generally. For example, two of his most 
well-known (and award-winning) books, Ethical Oil and Groundswell, contain chapters 
mocking or criticizing Putin and his regime and advancing an argument that Canada has a 
moral duty to sell oil and gas to Europe to displace Russian conflict oil. 

21. The Study remains online and viewable to any internet user on the University’s School of 
Public Policy “publications” page, and specifically at: https://www.policyschool.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/Briefing.DisinfoRussiaUkrWar.pdf  

22. The Study is defamatory; the allegations contained therein are false as they pertain to the 
Plaintiffs. 

The CTV Atlantic Segment 

23. On June 11, 2022, during the Newscast on CTV Atlantic, the Defendant, Bell Media, 
broadcast defamatory statements made by Boucher about Rebel News. The defamatory 
statements were contained in a segment entitled “Misinformation and the War in 
Ukraine” (the Segment). 

24. The Segment was also published online at: 
https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2462832 

https://www.policyschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Briefing.DisinfoRussiaUkrWar.pdf
https://www.policyschool.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Briefing.DisinfoRussiaUkrWar.pdf
https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2462832
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25. The Segment was further published online as part of CTV Atlantic’s June 11, 2022, 6 pm 
Newscast beginning at 26:38 at: 
https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2453867&binId=1.1145507&playlistPageNum=
1 

26. In an effort to increase viewership of the Segment, CTV Atlantic promoted the Segment 
online via a Twitter post published on June 11, 2022 at 9:00 p.m. MDT at 
https://twitter.com/CTVAtlantic/status/1535819215696977924 which included a link to 
the Segment and the following text: 

CTV's Heidi Petracek speaks with a researcher looking into how often Canadians 
are targeted by misinformation. 

 (the Promotional Tweet) 

27. During the Segment, Boucher alleged, falsely, directly or by way of innuendo that Rebel 
News: 

(a) Spreads misinformation online, and specifically, that Rebel News spreads, 
distributes, amplifies or otherwise shares Russian propaganda; 

(b) Is “one of the main influencers in Canada sowing misinformation”; and 

(c) Publishes misinformation generally. 

28. Specifically, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, at 8:40 of the Segment 
and 35:16 of the Newscast, Boucher stated: 

“…if, you know, people are making money out of this - if influencers are making 
money and they use misinformation as a way to make a buck - then maybe we 
should hold them accountable. Maybe the Rebel News - who’s one of the main 
influencers in Canada sowing misinformation - maybe we should hold them 
accountable and say, ‘Well, you’re making money out of this, we have to hold 
you to a certain kind of level of accountability. And now we will hold you 
responsible for if you somehow willingly spread misinformation.’”  

 (the Defamatory Comments) 

29. The Defamatory Comments are defamatory and were presented without any factual 
context. The Defamatory Comments demonstrate bias and malice on Boucher’s part, 
including that they were made even though the Study only examined Russian 
disinformation rather than disinformation generally. Further, while Rebel News was 
smeared by Figure 1 in the Study, it was not, by Boucher’s own analysis, even one of the 
top accounts spreading pro-Russian disinformation, which were identified in Tables 1 and 
2 of the Study. Finally, Boucher has a history of animus towards Rebel News including 
previously stating publicly that it should be shut down.  

https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2453867&binId=1.1145507&playlistPageNum=1
https://atlantic.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2453867&binId=1.1145507&playlistPageNum=1
https://twitter.com/CTVAtlantic/status/1535819215696977924
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30. The allegations advanced by Bell Media and Boucher are false. Specifically, Rebel News 
does not publish pro-Russian disinformation and is not “one of the main influencers in 
Canada sowing misinformation.” 

31. The Defamatory Comments, (including within the context of the Segment as a whole), in 
their natural and ordinary meaning or, in the alternative, by way of innuendo, were meant 
and understood to mean that Rebel News is: 

(a) Untrustworthy and uncredible and should not be relied upon by the public as a 
reliable source of information; 

(b) A mouthpiece for pro-Russian propaganda and disinformation; 

(c) Intentionally spreads misinformation to its viewers; and 

(d) Is one of the main Canadian outlets spreading disinformation. 

Attempt to Mitigate Damages 

32. In an effort to mitigate damage caused by the Defendants as a result of the Segment, 
Rebel News reached out to the Defendants on July 11, 2022, seeking: 

(a) From Bell Media: 

(i) The immediate removal of the Segment and the Newscast (or, at 
minimum, the portion of the Newscast containing the Segment) from the 
CTV Atlantic website; 

(ii) The removal of the Promotional Tweet from CTV Atlantic’s Twitter 
Account; 

(iii) An agreement to broadcast on CTV Atlantic News at 6:00 pm a fulsome 
apology and correction (the Apology); and 

(iv) An agreement to post a tweet containing the Apology to CTV Atlantic’s 
Twitter feed. 

(b) From Boucher and the University of Calgary: 

(i) That Boucher provide a written undertaking that he will not repeat the 
Defamatory Comments regarding Rebel News, Levant, or any other 
employee of Rebel News either online or during any interview; and 

(ii) That Boucher and the University agree to publish on their respective 
Twitter accounts a fulsome apology and correction. 

 (together, the Retraction Demands) 
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33. To date, the Defendants have not complied with their respective Retraction Demands. 

34. The Segment, Newscast, and Promotional Tweet remain online. The Segment and 
Newscast are visible to any individual who visits the CTV Atlantic webpage. The 
Promotional Tweet is visible to any Twitter user aside from those individuals, if any, that 
CTV Atlantic has prohibited from viewing its tweets. 

Further Promotion of Study & Further Defamation 

35. On August 29, 2022, Boucher, as the authorized representative of the University, 
participated in a nearly 70-minute-long interview on “The Dean Blundell Show,” - an 
online podcast that is streamed live on YouTube.com to discuss the Study (the Podcast). 
The Podcast remains online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzwheiTIiOw and the 
episode is downloadable from apple podcasts. It is available to a worldwide audience. 

36. During the Podcast, Boucher discusses the study and reiterates his claims that certain 
people or entities including Levant, and Rebel News promote Russian disinformation. 
Additionally, Figure 1 in the Study was repeatedly displayed on the screen during the 
Podcast for a prolonged period of time identifying Levant and Rebel News’ accounts as 
spreaders of pro-Russian disinformation. In relation to Figure 1, Boucher states: 

And on the bottom, what you get is essentially people promoting or part of 
Russian disinformation or Russian propaganda ecosystem. 

Effect of the Defamation 

On Levant 

37. By reason of the Study and the Podcast, Levant has been lowered in the estimation of 
right-thinking members of society including, but not limited to, the viewers of his online 
content, including that on the Rebel News website, and readers of his publications, 
generally. His credibility and reputation have been negatively affected, and he has 
suffered damages. 

38. The effect of Boucher and the University’s defamation was and is to lead individuals, 
including Levant’s audience, colleagues and the Canadian public generally to question 
Levant’s motives, the validity of his opinions, and question his credibility - specifically 
whether he is being influenced by foreign sources. This impedes Levant’s ability to work 
as an author and media personality. 

39. Boucher and the University made no attempt to avoid causing damage by contacting 
Levant to verify or seek comment on the allegations contained in the Study, either prior 
to publication or thereafter. 

40. The damages caused by Boucher and the University’s defamatory publications involving 
Levant are lasting and ongoing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QzwheiTIiOw
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On Rebel News 

41. By reason of the Study, the Defamatory Comments contained and broadcast in the 
Segment and the Newscast containing the Segment, and the Podcast, Rebel News has 
been lowered in the estimation of right-thinking members of society, including but not 
limited to, Rebel News viewers, and the Canadian public, generally, members of which 
Rebel News seeks to attract as viewers. Rebel News has been seriously injured in its 
credibility and reputation, especially in regard to its role as a Canadian media outlet. It 
has suffered damages. 

42. The effect of the Defamatory Comments and their broadcasting by Bell Media was to 
villainize and delegitimatize Rebel News in the minds of the Canadian public and to lead 
individuals to question whether Rebel News is a prolific spreader of Russian propaganda 
and other misinformation. This is a direct interference with Rebel News’ business and 
impacts its viewership. 

43. The Defendants made no attempt to avoid causing damage to Rebel News by contacting 
it to verify or seek comment on the allegations contained in the Study and/or on the 
Defamatory Comments, either prior to the broadcast or thereafter, including at the time 
of the Retraction Demands. 

44. The Damage caused by the Defendants’ defamation toward Rebel News is lasting and 
ongoing. 

Malice 

45. Boucher, personally and as the authorized representative of the University, acted with 
malice toward Levant, and Rebel News; Boucher and the University published the Study 
with the ulterior goals and intention: 

(a) Of realizing Boucher’s long-stated goals that Rebel News should be shut down; 

(b) Of publicizing the allegations against Levant and Rebel News to generate interest 
in the work conducted by the University’s School of Public Policy and, more 
specifically, in that done by Boucher himself; 

(c) To advance the Government of Canada, the Department of Defence and NATO’s 
messaging, and undermine any contrary messaging, including that of the Plaintiffs; 

(d) To establish Boucher as an authority taking on conservative commentators and 
pundits, thereby raising his profile and increasing the likelihood of attracting 
further funding for additional or different research from like-minded individuals 
or entities (including the Government of Canada, the Department of Defence 
and/or other NATO allies) and, specifically, with those who hold opinions different 
than those being published by Levant and Rebel News; 
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(e) To make their findings relevant to a Canadian audience by identifying targets, 
including Levant and Rebel News, and purported victims, including Prime Minister 
Trudeau, with whom many Canadians are already familiar as a touch-point for 
accessibility; and 

(f) To discredit Levant and Rebel News as journalistic sources within Canadian society 
and thereby reduce their influence. 

46. Furthermore, Boucher participated in the Segment and Podcast as a way to: 

(a) Ensure the online conversation about the Study continued, thus generating more 
interest and more views of his work; 

(b) Engage with like-minded individuals online who are likely to support his future 
work and research studies; 

(c) Discredit Levant and Rebel News as journalists in the eyes of the Canadian public; 
and 

(d) Villainize Levant and Rebel News for publishing news and opinions that differ from 
Boucher’s. 

47. Boucher has an online history demonstrating malice against Rebel News including past 
tweets published online calling for Rebel News to be “shut down for spreading false 
information” and stating that “Rebel has poisoned the Conservative well in Canada for a 
long time now.” 

48. These actions, goals or intentions, pursued individually and collectively, constitute an 
ulterior purpose or motive. Boucher’s actions, both personally and as a representative of 
the University, in publishing the Study and in his subsequent promotion of same - and, 
specifically, in identifying and targeting Levant and Rebel News - are malicious. 

49. Levant and Rebel News each, and independently, claim damages, including punitive and 
exemplary damages, arising from the Study, the Defamatory Comments in the Segment 
(and Newscast), and the Podcast. Levant and Rebel News will rely on the fact that Boucher 
and the University published the Study with reckless disregard for the truth and fairness 
of its content, without making any effort to contact or seek comment from Levant or 
Rebel News regarding the allegations. 

50. With respect to damages, the Defendants acted with malice in that they broadcast the 
Defamatory Comments with the goals and intention of: 

(a) Shutting down Rebel News; 

(b) Discrediting Rebel News and Levant; 
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(c) Gaining viewers to the Segment, Newscast and the versions of those subsequently 
posted online; and 

(d) In the case of Boucher and the University, to raise money to fund additional or 
different research from like-minded individuals or entities and, specifically, with 
those who disagree with Levant and Rebel News’ coverage. 

51. Rebel News’ damages further include punitive and exemplary damages arising from the 
Defamatory Comments, and they will rely on the following facts: 

(a) The Defamatory Comments were made with reckless disregard for the truth and 
fairness of their content, without making any effort to contact or seek comment 
from Rebel News or Levant regarding the allegations, either before or after the 
Study was published, and republished online or the Segment was broadcast; 

(b) On July 11, 2022, Rebel News advised the Defendants that the Defamatory 
Comments in the Segment (and Newscast) were defamatory but, despite this: 

(i) Bell Media has: 

(A) Failed to remove the Segment and the Newscast (or, at minimum, 
the portion of the Newscast containing the Segment) from the CTV 
Atlantic website; 

(B) Failed to remove the Promotional Tweet from CTV Atlantic’s 
Twitter Account; and 

(C) Demonstrated no remorse for the broadcasting of the Defamatory 
Comments nor issued the Apology. 

(ii) Boucher has failed to provide a written undertaking that he will not repeat 
the Defamatory Comments regarding Rebel News, its owner/founder Ezra 
Levant, or any other employee of Rebel News either online or during any 
interview; 

(iii) Boucher and the University have failed to publish on their respective 
Twitter accounts a fulsome apology and correction. 

52. Furthermore, despite being advised that the content of the Study is defamatory Boucher 
and the University have continued to promote the Study including by granting interviews, 
including the Podcast, that have been published online to a worldwide audience. 

53. The Plaintiffs plead and rely upon the provisions of the Defamation Act, RSA 2000, c D-7 
and the Tort-feasors Act, RSA 2000, c T-5. 



-11- 

4882-9840-0564, v. 1 

54. The Plaintiffs propose that the trial of this action be held at the Calgary Courts Centre in 
the city of Calgary in the Province of Alberta and believes that this action will take less 
than 25 days to try. 

Remedy sought: 

55. Wherefore the Plaintiffs claim as against the Defendants: 

(a) Damages in the amount of $200,000 for Rebel News; 

(b) Damages in the amount of $200,000 for Levant; 

(c) Punitive, exemplary and aggravated damages, or any of them, in the amount of 
$100,000 for Rebel News; 

(d) Pre-judgment and post-judgment interest of damages calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of the Judgment Interest Act, RSA 2000, c J-1; 

(e) Costs of this Action; and 

(f) Such further and other relief as this Honourable Court may deem just and 
appropriate, having regard to all of the circumstances. 

NOTICE TO THE DEFENDANT(S) 

You only have a short time to do something to defend yourself against this Claim: 

20 days if you are served in Alberta 
1 month if you are served outside Alberta but in Canada 
2 months if you are served outside Canada. 

You can respond by filing a Statement of Defence or a Demand for Notice in the office of the clerk 
of the Court of King’s Bench at Calgary, Alberta, AND serving your Statement of Defence or a 
Demand for Notice on the Plaintiff’s(s’) address for service. 

 

WARNING 

If you do not file and serve a Statement of Defence or a Demand for Notice within your time 
period, you risk losing the law suit automatically.  If you do not file, or do not serve, or are late in 
doing either of these things, a Court may give a judgment to the Plaintiff(s) against you. 

 
 


