
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We are gathered on Ancestral Lands. 

 Treaty One Territory. 
Traditional Territory of the 

Anishinaabeg 
Cree 

 Oji-Cree 
Dakota 

Dene Peoples 
and on the Homeland of the Métis Nation. 

 
We acknowledge that our water  

is sourced from  
Shoal Lake 40 First Nation. 

 
<3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

⭒ ✰ Manitoba Legislative Building ✰ ⭒ 
(450 Broadway Avenue) 

 
<3 <3 <3 <3 The First Pride “It was wild, really surreal. There 
were people with paper bags on their heads. They were 
scared, they didn’t want their friends to know, or their 

families, or their workplaces to know. They didn’t know if 
it was going to be safe,” Ritchie says. “You’re walking 

around seeing people with the bags on their heads, and 
seeing people looking on at the parade who you knew 
you’d seen around at bars. It was very surreal.” <3 <3 	

Winnipeg’s first Pride Parade took place on August 2, 1987, 
with 250 participants, many of whom chose to hide their 
identity, though homosexuality was decriminalized in Canada 
almost two decades prior in 1969. Attitudes, stigma and 
societal pressures continued to weigh heavily on the queer 
community even after the legal decriminalization of their 
identities. After all, memory was fresh from times when queer 
people could be charged with “gross indecency” and 
“buggery”. In great contrast to the first Pride, modern Pride 
Festivals in Winnipeg have thousands of attendees and 
celebratory parades. The cultural diversity of Winnipeg is 
reflected with immigrant communities and Indigenous people 
equally celebrating their unique experiences within the city’s 
queer landscape. Many queer people now reflect fondly on the 
atmosphere at Pride and see their participation as an act of 
affirmation and courage… a positive coming out!   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Legislative Building ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Go west across the crosswalk down Granite Way 

Left on Balmoral – West along Westminster 
North on Sherbrook Street to SILDOR ballroom 

 

Winnipeg National Gay Conference 1974  



⭒ ✰ Sildor BallRoom ✰ ⭒ 
(275 Sherbrook STREET) 

 

The Sildor Ballroom was the site of the first drag ball held in 
Winnipeg on the night of October 31st 1968. This began a scene 
of social organization in Winnipeg which started in the 1970s. 
Members of the queer community began to gather in openly 
gay clubs and communities. This location was formerly known 
as the Norman Hall in 1905, then the Normandy in 1939, and 
finally Sildor in 1958. The building was demolished in 1986.  
 
The roaring 1920s saw sexual liberation and the rise of drag. 
Drag was often a first entry for people into the queer world, at 
a time when dressing or acting outside of established gender 
norms was criminalized and taboo. People often lived double 
lives because of the popularity and affirmation that drag 
performers brought to local scenes. Economic depression and 
worldwide conflict pushed many people further back into the 
closet beginning in the 1930s; unity and nationalism rose at 
the expense of the outlier identities. A common saying was 
“there was homosexuality but no homosexuals”. The party 
and club scenes were targeted during prohibition and 
afterword liquor licenses were only granted to “orderly 
establishments” which often did not mean drag or queer bars.  
 
The drag scene in Winnipeg would not re-emerge until the late 
1960’s. A series of drag events called the “Beaux Art Balls” 
became popular escapes for queer people in Winnipeg. In 
addition to balls at Sildor Ball Room, “gay boat trips” were 
organized on the cities paddle wheel boats. It was common for 
people to cross-dress and for drag queens to provide 
entertainment. A Beaux Art Ball in 1969 attracted 250 people 
for a dinner, dance and a drag fashion show on the water. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

<3 <3  Queer in the 1930s “One time these friends of ours, 
and this other queen, Bob, we used to go every week to 
this place in St Boniface to play cards – a straight place. 
We went by streetcar in our drag and we walked in there 
and they just about fell over. But they enjoyed it. I don’t 
know how wise they were to us, but they thought it was 
terrific, and many of the men asked me to dance. We did 

some silly things.” (George Smith) <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SILDOR ballroom  



 
⭒ ✰ Giovanni’s Room ✰ ⭒ 

(277 Sherbrook) 
 

Giovanni’s Room was the oldest queer community centre in 
Winnipeg. It was first located at 275-277 Sherbrook Street. 
The 1970s in Winnipeg saw a diversifying of queer 
organizations and a shift towards community building and 
educational programming. This was an effect of a need to keep 
fundraising and finances steady within the already existing 
organizations and also a shift in the world towards activism 
and civil rights. In August 1980 the idea of Giovanni’s Room 
was submitted as “a symbol of the struggle  
 
to make a place for homosexuality in 
the hostile heterosexual culture”. It 
was said that such a place already 
exists, and “it is simply up to gay 
people to occupy that space; there is 
room for Giovanni’s room and it is up 
to us to realize that possibility.” The 
plans were for a café that would also 
be eligible for a liquor permit for beer 
and wine. It would be located in an 
upstairs location, specifically chosen 
so that patrons could relax knowing 
that they were not visible from the 
street. This café would serve as a 
space where queer people could meet, 
organize and develop their own 
support networks. Giovanni’s Room opened as the “Winnipeg 
Gay Community Centre” in 1982. It had meeting rooms, office 
space, a library, a reading room, and a counselling office.  
 



 

 
A year later, the Mutual Friendship Society moved across the 
street to 272 Sherbrook into a building that they purchased. 
This location would soon house other queer groups such as the 
bars Ms. Purdy’s and Happenings. This accomplishment 
marked a point when queer people began to purchase and 
make use of their own, unique public spaces. Beginning in the 
1970s, the queer community in Winnipeg started to 
distinguish itself from communities in other prairie towns by 
having a sense of genuine care for community members, 
substantial volunteer commitment, outreach, programming, 
support and pride.   
 
Funding to secure the space at 277 Sherbrook Street for 
Giovanni’s Room was raised by Project Lambda, which was an 
effort put together by the Manitoba Gay Coalition. The 
Manitoba Gay Coalition was formed at a conference of queer 
advocacy groups in 1977. It was focused on the political goals 
of engaging provincial candidates regarding their stances on 
gay rights. It also served as a way to unify the many queer 
organizations that had formed in Winnipeg during the 1970s.  
 
 
 



 
 
Another one of these organizations was Gays for Equality, 
who ran their own phone line, counselling unit and was 
responsible for a large amount of advocacy. The Winnipeg Gay 
Media Collective  ran local and publicly accessible queer 
media, including a show called Coming Out! Which aired on 
the Manitoba Television network from 1980 to 1994, with 
700 half-hour episodes. One episode was entirely broadcast in 
Swampy-Cree: Nipoo Aspiniwin: A Cree Language AIDS Video. 
This episode was created along with the Nichiwakan Native 
Gay Society and explained safer sex practices and local 
resources.  The joint effort of these organizations, and others, 
in creating Giovanni’s room allowed to it be a space that met 
many of the community’s needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From GIOVANNI’S ROOM ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Follow north on Sherbrook in the bicycle lane. 

Carefully cross north on Portage Avenue. 
Turn right on Ellice and continue east... 

Dismount on Smith Street at the MARLBOROUGH

. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

⭒ ✰ The Marlborough Hotel ✰ ⭒  
(331 Smith Street) 

 
Established in 1914, the Marlborough hotel provided a social 
atmosphere for men to gather during the 1920’s. Much of the 
queer community was underground and culture was passed 
through word of mouth during this decade. Although drag was 
popular as a form of entertainment during the roaring 1920’s, 
openly being queer was frowned upon. Queer people often 
lived double lives under the pressure of society. The 
Marlborough was known for its high-class beer parlour which 
allowed “gentlemen” to intermingle while under the guise of 
discussing business. This intimacy often blurred the lines of 
the contemporary heteronormativity at the time. Other 
undercover queer meeting spaces during this time included 
The Royal Alexandra Hotel, the Canadian Pacific Station, The 
Starland Theater, The Moon Café and the McIntyre Building.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the MARLBOROUGH ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Walk your bike south on Smith across Portage. 

Walk your bike east on the Portage sidewalk. 
Cycle south on the Garry Street bicycle lane. 
East on Graham – Dismount on Main Street. 

Follow the sidewalk south to Ms. PURDY’s.	

 



 
⭒ ✰ Ms. Purdy’s Women’s Club ✰ ⭒  

(226 Main Street) 
 

“ Ms. Purdy's Women's Club  
Lesbian-owned or operated.   

Lesbian clientele,  

Gay men welcome Friday nights.  

Wheelchair accessible.  

Dancing, Pool Table, Games.” 
 
  
Ms. Purdy’s Women’s Club was the first of its kind in 
Manitoba:  a non-for-profit, member-based, women’s social 
club and bar. It was owned by its membership, and run by an 
elected board of directors. Ms. Purdy’s relied mostly on a team 
of volunteers for staffing, bartending, carpentry, fundraising 
and event planning. By 1984 there were 200 members, 
making it a thriving space for Winnipeg’s lesbian community. 
It provided queer women a comfortable atmosphere to 
casually meet over a background of concerts, drag shows, 
poetry readings, film viewings and performing arts 
workshops. Men were allowed in only on certain nights. It was 
a popular social place for the Lesbian Society to meet between 
their political events and demonstrations and provided them 
a space to strengthen 
their activism efforts 
together as a group.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Liberation books ⇨ 



 
 
The Lesbian Society held a demonstration to protest the 
Winnipeg Police Service and the Attorney-General’s demand 
that bookstores remove “The Joy of Gay Sex” and “The Joy of 
Lesbian Sex”. A woman had reportedly complained when she 
inadvertently opened the wrong book when looking for “The 
Joy of Cooking” at a bookstore in 1979. Liberation Books was 
a socialist bookstore on Broadway at Spence Street that 
continued to stock queer books during the confiscation and 
censorship era of obscenity laws. Before the opening of Ms. 
Purdy’s, lesbian groups such as these were hosted at The 
Women’s Building at 730 Alexander Street. Ms. Purdy’s 
relocated to Sherbrook Street in 1990 where it remained until 
August of 2002. At the time of its closing, Ms. Purdy’s was 
Canada’s oldest lesbian bar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From MS. PURDY’S ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Walk south on Main Street. Cycle east on York. 

North on Waterfront - West on Bannatyne.  
North on Rorie – West on Market.  

Walk your bike across Main St to CITY HALL.  

 



 

⭒ ✰ City Hall ✰ ⭒ 
(510 Main Street) 

 
Winnipeg is known for electing the first openly gay mayor of 
any large North American city. Glen Murray became the city’s 
mayor in 1998. Murray was re-elected again in 2002. His 
position as a queer person in office was landmark, since same 
sex marriage would still not be legal in Manitoba until 2004. 
The province had only just added sexual orientation to the 
human rights code in 1987. He was a well-respected person in 
the community due to his transparency about his orientation 
and commitment to gay causes throughout his time in office. 
His work also closely supported the Indigenous community of 
Winnipeg and he championed the establishment of the 
Thunderbird House, which was to be a place of healing and 
cultural preservation within the downtown core of Winnipeg.  
 
Winnipeg’s queer culture is very much linked to the 
Indigenous cultural roots upon which the city rests: being 
within Treaty One Territory, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabeg, Cree, Oji-Cree, Dakota, and Dene Peoples, and 
on the homeland of the Métis Nation. The term “Two-Spirit” 
was introduced at an international queer Indigenous 
gathering in Winnipeg in 1990, by elder Myra Laramee. It was 
quickly adopted as term used throughout Turtle Island (North 
America). Many Indigenous people in the queer community 
identify with the term to reflect their gender and sexual 
diversity, as being distinct from non-indigenous experiences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From CITY HALL ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Walk west on William then cycle north on King. 

Cycle east along Higgins, cross Main… 
Arrive at the MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL.  

 

Mount Royal Hotel 



 

⭒ ✰ Mount Royal Hotel ✰ ⭒ 
(186 Higgins) 

 
<3 <3 <3 Queer in the 1950s  “Back then Main Street was a 
safe place to cruise day or night. The street’s crowning 
jewel was the Royal Alexander hotel at the corner of 
Higgins and Main. It was elegance at its greatest and 

attracted many queens who hoped that some of its glitter 
would rub off on them.  East of the hotel was the CP 

station. It was a bustling place both day and night as train 
travel was in its peak. Across Higgins was and still is the 
Mount Royal Hotel, which is where the gay girls hung out, 
but it also had its share of sleazy drag queens. No other 
males went there unless in the company of the girls. It 

was a lively and noise place with frequent bouts of dykes 
duking it out. It was the first place I ever saw two guys 

dancing together. No one seemed to mind, so next time I 
brought my patent leather pumps.” (Jerry Walsh) <3 <3 <3 

 
The Mount Royal hotel was the first known lesbian meeting 
place in Winnipeg. It was originally the Wolseley Hotel in 
1904, then the Medard Hotel in 1952, then was finally 
renamed  the Mount Royal Hotel in 1956. From the 1950s into 
the 1970s The Mount Royal was a social outlet of choice for 
working-class queer people. It was a popular place for the 
female queer community, lesbians, drag queens, and fetish 
communities in particular the leather scene. It had a 
reputation for being a “grubby and sleazy” place, but there 
was a marked protectiveness among the clientele. The sense 
of close-knit community at the Mount Royal may have arisen 
as a need: because of its reputation, frequent police 
surveillance and raids took place there.  
 



During raids and arrests it was common for queer people to 
flee out the back door, cross the parking lot, and enter the 
Patricia Café which was another popular working class queer 
hangout. Police raids of queer spaces persisted in the 1970s 
throughout Canada, culminating in large-scale bathhouse 
raids in Toronto during 1981. Raids took place by over 150 
police officers of four different Toronto bathhouses. Over 300 
men were arrested and charges were laid against the 
bathhouse owners. The following day, 3,000 protestors took 
to the streets to mobilize against the discriminatory arrests 
and unlawful invasion of queer spaces. This paralleled the 
infamous Stonewall Riots of 1969 in New York City and was 
an event that greatly fueled Canada’s Gay liberation 
movement: a transition from regulation to resistance. 
Beginning in 1970s, political goals arose within the queer 
community such as repealing sodomy laws, removing anti 
cross-dressing laws, ending employment discrimination and 
ending police harassment. These political goals stressed the 
queer community’s desire to be out, proud and liberated in 
their daily lives and in public spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Walk north on Main Street. 

Cycle east on Sutherland – North on Austin. 
East on Pritchard – turn left on the small street. 

West on Magnus – dismount and cross Main St. 
West on Manitoba Ave to HAPPENINGS.    

 



 
⭒ ✰ Happenings Social Club ✰ ⭒ 

(242 Manitoba Avenue) 
 

<3 <3 <3 “Winnipeg is a city of hard social realities. Gays 
have to endure the pious venom of the queer bashing 
hoodlums. They have to deal with divisiveness among 

themselves on feminist and racial issues. But beleaguered 
and isolated as they can seem, in service and in love they 
support a community which provides for those in need, 
educational programmes, a place to relax or celebrate, a 
warm welcome for strangers. It is an accomplishment to 
be envied by larger cities in Canada. I heard it before I 
went, and I can confirm it now: go to Winnipeg for the 

people.” (Jane Rule) <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happenings Social Club 



 
 
 
 
Happenings Social Club was a non-profit licensed beverage 
room and dance club. It was Winnipeg’s first gay bar. The club 
originally opened at 242 Manitoba Avenue, before moving to 
Sherbrook Street. It’s doors were closed in 2004. Annual dues 
were $50, so it was generally seen as a safer and more 
attractive community space when compared to other, 
unrestricted locales. The location at 242 Manitoba Avenue 
was chosen to ensure anonymity and thus protect patrons 
from homophobia and violence. There was no signage outside, 
security guards were always at the front, the glass was 
bulletproof and doors were made of steel. Happenings Social 
Club was opened through efforts of The Mutual Friendship 
Society. The Mutual Friendship Society was a group of gays 
and lesbians who met at various locations throughout the city. 
They were eventually granted a private club charter and 
liquor license after extensive lobbying of the provincial 
government, which at the time did not recognize homosexuals 
as a valid minority group deserving of the right to create a 
charter. Happenings Social Club became an important outlet 
for members of the Mutual Friendship Society to socialize and 
also provided safety for others in the queer community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From HAPPENINGS ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Cycle back down Manitoba Ave to Main St.  

walk north to find THE OFFICE SAUNA BATH  
on the Northwest corner of Burrows and Main. 

	
  



⭒ ✰ The Office Sauna Bath ✰ ⭒  
(1060 Main Street) 

 
Bathhouses were prominent in the underground queer 
culture of Winnipeg during the 1970s. The Office Sauna Bath 
opened at 1060 Main Street in 1972. It featured six rooms, 
fifteen lockers, a sauna and a movie room. Similar to 
underground gay bars, bathhouses provided space for men to 
socialize intimately and participate in queer subculture under 
the safety of doing business. Men would relax in bathhouses, 
socialize, play cards and drink together. This privacy led to 
the relaxing of social barriers. Bathhouses first had purely 
utilitarian uses in Winnipeg. The oldest bath, Alexander and 
King Baths, originally opened in 1914 to provide members of 
the immigrant community with a place to refresh themselves. 
Its use shifted to become more of a social atmosphere 
beginning in the 1940’s and eventually become known for a 
primarily queer clientele. The use of bathhouses by the queer 
community was mutually advantageous as it provided a safe 
space for meeting up as well as financial revenue for the 
bathhouse owners. Their unofficial use as hubs for the queer 
community was encouraged by the 
majority of people involved.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From OFFICE SAUNA BATH ⇨	⇨	⇨	⇨	
Cross Main to Magnus – at the end of 
Magnus turn right to the bicycle path. 
Go through Michelle Jean Park to Rover. 

Southeast on Rover.  
South on Annabella. Cross Higgins. 
Follow the gravel bicycle path along 

Waterfront to The Forks. 
Cross Queen Elizabeth Way to 

Assiniboine Avenue…. 
to arrive at BONNYCASTLE PARK.  



 

 
⭒ ✰ CRUISING GROUNDS ✰ ⭒ 

 

<3 <3 <3 <3 Queer in the 1990s "We used to gather under 
that steel canopy at the Alexander Dock and do our little 
routine of … chorus girl kicking of We Are the Girls of 
the Pansy Parade. They still sing that, don’t they? I can 

remember about 25 gays down there on a warm summer 
night. Just like up at the Legislative Building. We used to 
be so bloody scared of the dirt. And, thinking back, that 
could be realistic. There were a lot of transients looking 
for money. These attacks were also motived by gender 
and sexual differences. Dirt was what we called the gay 
bashers. They would be looking to bash you, trying to 
take your money. We also called the dirt anybody who 

chased us. When we walked home after our night on the 
beach… they would call out ‘tutti-frutti’ and we’d have      

to take off.” (Bert Sigurdson) <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The alexander docks 



 
 

<3 <3 <3 <3 “I remember hearing stories from a friend of 
mine about being approached by bashers at The Hill and 
a group of native drag queens coming to his rescue. If 
you’re a native drag queen in Winnipeg, you’re tough.”    

(Joey Ritchie, antique enthusiast, gay man) <3 <3 <3 

 
<3 <3 <3 <3 “The Hill is a strange 

place. Walking there at night – the 
whole area around the Legislative 

Buildings in general and in 
particular that area that slopes 

down to the river from 
Assiniboine Avenue is an odd, 

unsettling experience. It is even 
odder if you are a stranger and 

don’t know why the  
hill is so famous.  
Or is it infamous? 

 
The torch of the Golden Boy 
burns brightly in the night, 

attracting not moths as some 
lights do, but another kind of 

night creature, the homosexual. 
Single men go there. Lonely men. 
Men looking for other men… they 
wait patiently and walk endlessly 

up and down the Assiniboine 
Avenue, through the grounds of 
the Legislature, down the slope, 
down to the river, down to the 
bridge. That’s a favourite spot.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Fridays business on the hill begins at about 10:30pm 

and goes until 4am or even later, there being a noticeable 
increase in business soon after the bars close. A man 

might go there, walk around for a while (“Cruise” is the 
correct term) and see someone he likes. Two men may 
pass each other on Assiniboine Avenue or in the grounds 
of the legislature and be interested in each other. At a 

reasonable distance, one will turn around and start 
walking in on the other man’s direction, slowly pursuing 

him at a short distance. After a while, the pursued, if he’s 
interested may walk across to the slope and go down to 

the riverbank to wait. There they will meet, talk and 
arrange whatever they want to arrange… 

 
For every man on foot there are perhaps two or three in 

cars, cars that cruise round and round picking up the 
pedestrians in their headlights. The Hill wouldn’t be The 
Hill without cars. If a headlight blinks and a car slows 

down to a snail’s pace as it passes someone, the driver is 
very much interested in that someone. This may seem a 

strange form of “courting” but to hundreds it’s quite 
normal and goes on every night…” (Peter Carlyle-Gordge) 

<3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3 <3<3 <3 <3<3 <3 <3<3 <3 <3<3 <3 <3 



 

As far back as the 1920’s, the area along the northern back of 
the Assiniboine and the western bank of the Red River were 
known to be “cruising” sites where men would seek out others 
for sex or companionship. Near the turn of the century, 
Winnipeg was in its boomtown area and many people came to 
the city in search of work. Despite the increasing population, 
those with queer identities felt isolated. Cruising sites offered 
a place to find others. This was particularly true for gay men 
because males comprised the majority of Winnipeg’s 
population during those years. The Alexander Docks 
(Stephen Juba Park) and the northern bank of the 
Assiniboine River behind the Legislative Grounds (The Hill) 
where areas in particular known to be popular after dusk.  

Open areas left people vulnerable to threats of targeted 
violence, known as “bashings”, thus secrecy was important.  
Particularly violent assaults and hate-motivated murders 
began occurring in the 1960’s which led to an increased 
presence of law enforcement in these areas, although at that 
time homosexuality was still illegal, and their presence was 
seemingly aimed to remove queer people from the area under 
charges of “gross indecency” rather than to protect them from 
the threat of violence. After the 1968 amendment of the 
criminal code, private homosexuality was no long illegal, but 
arrests could still be made for public sexual activity in 
outdoor areas such as cruising sites. As a result of attacks, 
anti-gay violence activist movements became widespread 
beginning in the 1970’s which prompted the organization 
Gays for Equality to create a public education campaign that 
discouraged people from outdoor cruising. The underground 
queer subculture era was also giving way to a more visibly 
queer social scene in Winnipeg. Safer options like those we see 
today were becoming available for people to find 
companionship, pride and community support 



 
 

 
queer History. as seen in… 

 
The Uniter An (Incomplete) Queer History 

https://uniter.ca/view/an-incomplete-queer-history 
 

Lost Womyn’s Space 
https://lostwomynsspace.blogspot.com/2012/10/ms-purdys-     

womens-club.html 
 

Manitoba Historical Society http://www.mhs.mb.ca 
 

Prairie Fairies – Book by Valerie J. Korinek 
(Quoted excerpts in this zine are from Prairie Fairies) 

 
One Gay City: A History of LGBT Life in Winnipeg 

Film by Aaron Floresco 
 

Historic Queer Winnipeg Walking Tour 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1wNm5BlfSOYFi 
t0bvIB40S4VEUjXkju54&ll=49.9030496%2C-97.13601519999999&z=14 

 
University of Manitoba Gay and Lesbian Archives 

https://umanitoba.ca/libraries/units/archives/digital/gay_lesbian/       
(Photos in this zine are from these archives) 

 
University of Winnipeg Two-Spirit Archives 

https://archives.uwinnipeg.ca/our-collections/two-spirit-archive 
 

Rainbow Resource Centre Library 
https://rainbowresourcecentre.org/programs/library 

 
Out There 2SLGBTQ+ Sports and Recreation 
The WRENCH Bicycle Repair + Education Hub 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to  

<3 

FRIENDS AND HISTORIANS IN THE QUEER COMMUNITY 

WINNIPEG REPAIR EDUCATION AND CYCLING HUB 

MENTORS AND MEMORIES AT THE WRENCH 

WHEELS OF COURAGE 2022 

ALLIS 

<3 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


