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EXPLORATION
STEPS: ACTORS:

1 LODGE APPLICATION
An individual or a company lodges an application for a prospecting licence with the 
Minerals Commission. The applicant is required to submit a site plan, search report, 
work program, certifi cate of incorporation and commencement of business, and the 
annual report of the company lodging the application.

5
DAYS

2 PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT  
The Minerals Commission conducts a preliminary review of application for 
compliance within 5 days.

2.1 The Minerals Commission informs the Minister of Mines of the application.

3 ASSESSMENT
The Mineral Titles Technical Committee (within the Minerals Commission) reviews the 
application and makes a recommendation to the Minerals Commission.

3.1 The Minerals Commission submits its recommendation to the board of the 
Commission.
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In Ghana, all land is technically open to mining. When an individual or company identifi es an area of interest and a 
mineral type, they can apply for the right to explore, fi rst with a reconnaissance licence and then with a prospecting 
licence. These are then awarded by the government on a fi rst-come-fi rst-serve basis. 

Mining and exploration licences are awarded by the Minister of Mines on the recommendation of the Minerals 
Commission. The Minerals Commission is the fi rst point of contact for prospective applicants. It administers the 
Minerals and Mining Act and makes recommendations to the Minister on mining permit applications. By law, the 
national parliament ratifi es all licenses and agreements signed by the Minister of Mines.  

There are four main types of mining licence: reconnaissance licence, prospecting licence, the mining lease for large-
scale mining, and the small-scale mining licence which is available only to Ghanaians. The process map below 
describes the process for obtaining a prospecting licence to conduct exploration for non-industrial minerals for large-
scale mining.  
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3.2 APPROVE
The Mineral Commission’s CEO provides a letter of off er to the applicant. This off er 
letter gives the applicant the mandate to register the project with the Environment 
Protection Agency. 

3.3 The Mineral Commission gazettes the names of the qualifying Explorer in the 
mainstream national newspapers. 

4 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
The Minerals Commission notifi es the relevant Chiefs or District Assembly and 
publishes this information (community notice boards and/or local newspapers).

21
DAYS

4.1 Chiefs as well as the general public can submit concerns to the Minerals 
Commission through their District Assembly within 21 days.

30
DAYS

4.2 The Minerals Commission considers the submissions, re-evaluates the application if 
necessary, and makes recommendations to the Minister of Mines within 30 days.

60
DAYS

5 BACKGROUND CHECKS
The Minister of Mines assesses the application. The Minister has 60 days to conduct 
background checks on the applicant and consult with other departments to assess 
whether the application meets other relevant laws and criteria. 

21
DAYS

5.1 The Minister of Mines gives the Explorer a decision notice within 21 days.

5.2 The Explorer submits to the Minerals Commission evidence of registration of 
application received from the Environmental Protection Agency.

5.3 REJECT
If the Explorer’s application is rejected, they can appeal to the Minister who refers 
the appeal to the Minerals Commission for reassessment.

5.4 APPROVE
The Minister of Mines sends an off er letter to the applicant. 

5.5 The Explorer accepts the off er letter in writing and pays the application fee.

6 EXPLORATION LICENCE APPROVAL 
The Minister issues a condiional exploration licence. Exploration activities can only 
commence once the explorer has obtained other necessary permits.

7 TECHNICAL APPROVALS 
The explorer will need an environmental permit from the Environmental Protection 
Agency, an operation permit from the Minerals Commission Inspectorate Division, 
and a permit from the Forestry Commission if the area they wish to explore is within 
a natural reserve. 

8 EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES CAN COMMENCE
Explorers can commence exploration activities.
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