
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORONTO & YORK REGION LABOUR
COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2022

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Babbington via ZOOM.

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:

Present were: Irons, David, Hagi Yusuf, B’Dacy, Bruyn, Egan, Kwok, Lima, Power, Reno,
Tharani, Kidd, Schaper, Stoby

Excused: Ferraro, Spence
Staff: McMurray, Huang, Maharaj, King, Shallhorn
CLC: Erlen

HARASSMENT STATEMENT:

Harassment statement was read.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL LANDS:

Acknowledgement was read.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

MOMENT OF SILENCE:

A moment of silence was observed for Sgt. At Arms Doug Jones.

STRIKES AND LOCKOUTS:

JP Hornick, OPSEU Local 556 advised delegates that the members of the College locals are
currently working to rule.   The Employer is refusing to negotiate.  She asked the delegates to visit
collegefaculty.org/write-your-college-president to help the members.

EXECUTIVE BOARD REPORT:

a) OFL President

Patty Coates, OFL President spoke about the OFL plans for the upcoming Provincial elections. 
The Ford government has failed workers as they supported big business instead.  The OFL
plans have been in the works for over 18 months and has included information being sent out
on all media formats.  Delegates were invited to visit ofl.ca/takeaction to see how they can
participate.  

b) Speaker – Gig Workers 

Jennifer Scott, President of Gig Workers United, spoke to the delegates about the plight of GIG
workers who are really essential workers during this pandemic but don’t get the recognition,
the salary or benefits.  They actually have very few rights or protections.

c) Speaker – WSIB “Deeming” 

Wayne Harris, ONIWG, spoke to the delegates about the WSIB rebates being given to
employers by the Ford government.  He spoke about his own struggles with WSIB to get paid
following his accident.  ONIWG is looking for support to tell the government that workers
should not have to return to work based on the recommendations by WSIB but rather from the
attending physicians. 
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d) Statement

The statement entitled “Doug Ford Just Isn’t Working for Workers” was approved and is
attached to these minutes.

e) Correspondence 

Request from The Green Line digital labour series requesting financial support to reach
Millennial and Gen Z audiences.  M/S/C to donate $500.00

f) Speaker – Transform TO Labour Tables

John Cartwright provided information on Transform TO which is fighting climate change at the
municipal level by determining how best to dramatically reduce the use of fossil fuels - net 0%
by 2040. Labour, in collaboration with the City of Toronto, has been in the forefront fighting for
climate change - green bin program; retrofitting of all municipal buildings; as examples.  It is
imperative that workers have a seat at the table during Transform TO discussions since any
changes will impact their working lives and workers bring their knowledge to the table.  It was
agreed that representatives of unions which have Collective Agreements with the City will have
a seat at the table; there will be a separate table for construction across the City. 

g) Statement

The statement entitled “Transform TO: Toronto’s Heavy Lifting for the Planet” was approved
and is attached to these minutes.

h) Speaker

Bhutila Karpoche, MPP, Parkdale High Park spoke to the delegates about the upcoming
provincial election and the need to elect a government that works for the people.  COVID
brought people together but gaps still exist.  The Ford government’s handling of the pandemic
has been abysmal.  The upcoming election isn’t just about getting the Ford government out. 
There is a need to elect a government that supports workers.  She provided a synopsis of the
NDP policies for the upcoming election. 

i) 150th Anniversary – Maria (film showing) 

Susan McMurray provided information on the film screening of the movie Maria being held on
January 25th.  Maria is a Canadian film about an organizing drive within the garment industry. 
After the screening, there will be a panel discussion.

j) Notice of Nominations

Andria Babbington announced that as per the Labour Council By-laws, nominations will be
held on Thursday, February 3, 2022 for the positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary
and Treasurer; Executive Board members; and Committees of the Council.  She also advised
delegates of the requirements for anyone wishing to stand for election.

CANADIAN LABOUR CONGRESS REPORT:

Heather Erlen provided a CLC update.  She began by honouring Doug Jones, a brother in the
struggle who gave much of his life to fighting for working people.  She wished everyone a Happy New
Year with an even stronger fire in our spirit and a passion to work hand in hand in with progressives
taking on our collective fight.  She touched on the fact that there will be a provincial election that can
change the course of our reality which is to put in a government created by labour, to uphold the 
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day to day planning and supports for working people through an NDP Government.  She suggested
that delegates get involved in their local NDP riding association. She went on to speak to the
municipal elections in which the Labour Council will be in the forefront to elect truly progressive
individuals and the CLC will be there to support these efforts. At the federal level whether its health
care, child care, long-term care, or elder care the Canadian Labour Congress’ focus in 2022 is to fight
for the multi-layered supports to address the clear deficits that continue to compound.  Heather
reported that the CLC and provincial and territorial federations of labour unanimously reject the
recommendations of the report of the Ontario’s Workforce Recovery Advisory Committee (OWRAC)
that would enshrine second-class status for gig workers.  She finished her report by saying the
Labour Education Centre’s climate science workshop is phenomenal and Steve Shallhorn’s expertise
in joint workplace emissions reduction committees is a game changer. Reach out to him about what
you can be doing in your union and workplace to reduce emissions.

LABOUR COUNCIL PROJECTS AND COMMITTEES:

Steve Shallhorn, Labour Education Centre, reported that the labour studies courses at McMaster
University are now on line.

Ralph Chatoor, Equity Committee reported that the committee met to develop a strategic
development plan.  They will be holding events in every month beginning with Tamil Heritage Month
and Black History Month.

REPORTS FROM UNIONS:

Anita Nickerson, OPSEU Local 562 added information regarding the struggles in the college system. 
She asked delegates for their support by signing the online petition; sharing the petition link; write to
the MPP’s.

Brian Connolly, ATU Local 113 reported on the arbitration settlement - 3 year contract; 2.17%, 2%
and 2% salary increases; one more bereavement day; and other improvements.

David Kidd, CUPE 79 reported that the Toronto Workers History Project will host the history of ATU
Local 113 on January 11th.

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 pm
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