
City Council Report Card 2018-2022
Our Labour movement works hard to improve the quality of life for the people of this city. That 
quality of life is built on a foundation of strong public services for every neighbourhood, and 
programs that sustain healthy communities. We depend on those who work both on the front lines 
and in supporting roles. Those workers deserve fair wages and working conditions. The city also 
has valuable public assets which need to be defended. 

COVID highlighted existing inequities entrenched in our 
systems. Throughout the pandemic, the Labour movement 
advocated and fought at the City level to protect and 
respect frontline workers, sustain those who lost their jobs 
or gave up careers to care for family and support those 
who shifted to working from home while balancing family 
responsibilities. As well, labour has addressed a heightened 
awareness of racism following the deaths of Canadians and 
Americans at the hands of police. It is also grappling with 
climate change, as we insist on climate justice while we 
bring our environment to net zero.  

The Labour Council produces a report card every four years 
based on voting records and leadership demonstrated by 
the current City Council members. In addition, they are 

assessed on their stand on crucial issues. COVID made the 

last two-and-a-half years an unusual point in time, where 

we saw the Mayor taking a more even-handed approach 

than previously. The report card reflects that.  

Given how the business community is now beginning 

to clamour for fiscal restraint, that particular period of 

even-handedness is likely coming to a close. The Mayor 

may use his heft to intervene in local election races, 

endorsing corporate-friendly candidates to swing Toronto 

City Council to the right. This October, we need to elect 

progressive Councillors, who are independent, pro-labour 

representatives. The next issue of Labour Action will include 

our endorsements for the 2022-2026 Toronto elections.

Ward Name Grade Commentary

John Tory 
Mayor

C+

Mayor Tory has navigated the difficult issues that COVID thrust on 
the City of Toronto. However, his nominal support for affordable 
housing and mental health has not offset his low-tax austerity 
approach to city building. Supports anti-racism programs while at 
the same time backing Toronto Police budgets. 

1
Michael Ford 
Etobicoke North

F 

Right-wing voting record.  His support for Mayor Tory is often 
overcome by partisan support for his Uncle Doug’s Conservative 
government.  Voted against construction unions, as a show of 
support for provincial Bill 66.

2
Stephen Holyday 
Etobicoke Centre

F 

Hard right-wing voting record, undermining anything good for 
communities and workers. Voted against construction workers. 
Does little constituency work – when he previously supported 
slashing City Council, he said the Councillor job wasn’t time-
consuming. 

3
Mark Grimes 
Etobicoke-Lakeshore 

F 

The man behind the CNE lockout of IATSE. Votes with the Mayor: 
Tory intervened in Grimes’ 2018 re-election campaign by 
endorsing him to prevent a progressive candidate from winning. 
Absentee in the riding – ignores community issues while subject to 
many complaints of pandering to developers. 

4
Gord Perks 
Parkdale-High Park 

A 
An insightful critic of the Mayor who also comes with progressive 
solutions. Strongly pro-labour, leader on environment and 
community issues.

The Labour Council endorsed these Councillors in 2018. Endorsements for 2022 will be announced in our next issue.   
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5
Frances Nunziata 
York South-Weston

D 

Appointed Speaker, again. Supports the Mayor on most issues. 
Voted to highlight that the City’s negotiations with the Conservative 
government were under protest when the province threatened to 
upload Toronto’s subway.

6
James Pasternak 
York Centre

D
A voting record which upholds the inequitable status quo: voted 
against bringing jobs back into City or exploring alternative 
revenue sources.

7
Anthony Perruzza 
Humber River-Black Creek 

B+
Strong support for workers, his community and local democracy. 
Skilled at balancing progressive issues in a suburban context. 

8
Mike Colle 
Eglinton-Lawrence

C   
Very mixed record and is a wildcard voter.  We expect better from 
this former MPP.

9
Ana Bailão 
Davenport 

B+   
Lead advocate on housing, supports workers’ rights and 
community benefits.  Is a key bridge-builder within Council on 
many issues. 

10
Joe Cressy 
Spadina-Fort York 

A

Principled and ranked #2 in the power to get things done at City 
Hall. His work to protect public health budgets pre-COVID and set 
up vaccine clinics in marginalized communities saved lives and 
exemplified his work on other issues. 

11
Mike Layton 
University-Rosedale 

A
Leads Council persuasively on climate justice and road safety and 
is a central player in pro-labour votes and bringing labour’s voice 
to the table. 

12
Josh Matlow 
Toronto-St. Paul’s

B- 
Tending to work alone, Matlow’s votes and motions are reflective of 
that approach.  Prioritizes his communities. 

13
Kristyn Wong-Tam 
Toronto Centre 

A
One of the Council’s strongest voices in the fight for gender and 
LGBTQ2S+ equity and accessibility. Reliably pro-labour.

14
Paula Fletcher 
Toronto-Danforth 

A
A champion for Community Benefits, for film and culture industries, 
protecting employment lands, workers’ rights and climate justice. 
Ensured launch of Housing Now. Consensus builder on key votes.

15
Jaye Robinson 
Don Valley West

F 

Narrow-minded right-winger. As chair of the TTC, she supports 
big executive salaries, but goes along with efforts to contract out 
services. One of the few on Council to vote against construction 
unions.

16
Denzil Minnan-Wong 
Don Valley East

F

Reliably right-wing but has one of the worst attendance records 
on Council, so he misses votes he might otherwise make worse.  
Another of the anti-labour Councillors who voted against 
construction unions.

17
Shelley Carroll 
Don Valley North 

B+
A strategic Councillor, she knows the budget process and works 
hard to achieve good budgets.  Supportive of labour. 

18
John Filion 
Willowdale

C
Fights over-development and gentrification in his ward but voted 
to delay the rooming house by-law.  Pro-worker in some cases, but 
votes against construction unions in others.  

19
Brad Bradford 
Beaches-East York 

C+ 
Another Councillor endorsed by the Mayor in 2018, Bradford’s 
votes tracks pretty closely with Tory’s. As a former planner should 
be stronger on affordable housing issues

The Labour Council endorsed these Councillors in 2018. Endorsements for 2022 will be announced in our next issue.   
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20
Gary Crawford 
Scarborough Southwest

D-

As budget chair, supports the Mayor’s low tax austerity agenda. 
Despite the City’s nearly $1B gap during COVID, Crawford passed 
up some opportunities to address the gap. Accustomed to a more 
affluent constituency prior to 2018, Crawford does not serve 
diverse residents well.

21
Michael Thompson 
Scarborough Centre

C-
Typically votes conservatively and favours big money, including 
voting against a report on a commercial parking levy to bring in 
more revenue. But adds depth to anti-racism initiatives. 

22
Nick Mantas 
Scarborough-Agincourt

D 
Not much of a voice on Council. Elected mid-term to replace 
outgoing Jim Karygiannis, but without the kind of support, his 
predecessor sometimes showed for workers. 

23
Cynthia Lai 
Scarborough North

F Bland right-winger. Anti-labour and anti-affordable housing. 

24 Paul Ainslie 
Scarborough-Guildwood 

C
Makes some good vote choices, but poor record on affordable 
housing. 

25 Jennifer McKelvie 
Scarborough-Rouge Park

C+
Takes her job seriously. Has a lot of responsibility for a rookie 
Councillor. Votes with the Mayor more than any other Councillor. 

Please check this ward map of Toronto to see where your ward is.

The Labour Council endorsed these Councillors in 2018. Endorsements for 2022 will be announced in our next issue.   
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