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 IntroducIng the  IntroducIng the 

Thames talboT Land trustThames talboT Land trust

Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) protects and restores nature within Elgin, 
Middlesex, Oxford, and Perth counties and the City of London, in the current 
and traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples including Haudenosaunee, 
Anishinaabeg, Lenaapeewak, Attawandaron, and Wendat Peoples.

With a focus on healthy habitats for wildlife, our work also contributes to 
human well-being and helps address climate change. TTLT safeguards land 
through purchase, donation or by special agreements, and cares for the land 
through conservation and restoration initiatives. TTLT also hosts events  
and programs aimed at nurturing people’s connection to nature to inspire 
wonder, promote well-being, and increase support for these protected areas.

Since 2000, TTLT has protected more than 769 ha (1900 ac) of land across 
20 sites and counting. These include wetlands, forests, meadows, agricultural 
lands and the homes of more than 50 species at risk. We recognize that these 
lands have been cared for by – and remain under the care of – Indigenous 
Peoples from time immemorial. We aim to work in the spirit and practice of 
reconciliation, and we are honoured to take part in sustaining and nurturing 
nature in this region.

George CokerGeorge Coker
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WeLCOme To WeLCOme To 

TtLt’s PassPort tO naTureTtLt’s PassPort tO naTure

How to Participate

1. Review Events (starting on page 10)

There are many ways to enjoy nature, including walking, birdwatching,  
taking photos, finding flowers, practicing yoga, or just relaxing. At TTLT, 
we want you to experience some of the wonderful natural areas we are 
protecting. As you skim this booklet, note events and places that interest you.

All Passport events are free but require advance registration. To ensure the 
best possible experience, some events have limited space. Most are outdoors, 
but several are webinars. Registration opens one month before each event.

2. Register

Go to www.ttlt.ca, click on “Upcoming Events”, look for Passport to Nature 
and select the event of your choice. You will receive

• A confirmation by email
• Pre-event information including directions, 48 hours before the event

If you have difficulty with registration, please contact us by email at  
info@ttlt.ca or phone 519-858-3442.

3. Attend

Attend the event, enjoy and learn. For in-person events, don’t forget to bring 
water, appropriate clothing, sturdy footwear, and protection against biting 
insects. Please leave pets at home.

4. Share

Share your experience by tagging us in your photos on social media  
with #TTLTpassport or send them to info@ttlt.ca.

5. Cancellation

If you must cancel, please click the cancellation link in your confirmation 
email, call us at 519-858-3442, or email us at info@ttlt.ca. This will allow 
someone else to take your place.

Events may be subject to change. Please check www.ttlt.ca regularly for updates.
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TheRe’s More!TheRe’s More!
Please visit www.ttlt.ca  
regularly and click on 

“Upcoming Events” to find 
details as they become available. 

Join our email list to stay  
up-to-date on all upcoming 

events and news  
about TTLT.
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healTh and saFetY  healTh and saFetY  
IN the FIeLdIN the FIeLd

Safety Tips
Please be safe when visiting our nature reserves!

• Cover Up! A hat, long sleeves,  
and long pants are the first line  
of protection from sun and insects.

• Use sunscreen to protect exposed skin.
• Use an insect repellent that contains “DEET”  

or “icaridin.” Use on skin and clothing,  
and always read the directions on the label.

• Wear closed-toed shoes to protect your feet.
• Carry lots of water and snacks.
• Stay on marked trails.

Ticks and Lyme Disease

At any TTLT nature reserve, you may encounter ticks that can carry  
Lyme Disease. To stay safe, please use the following precautions 
recommended by the Ontario government, in addition to those noted above.

• Wear light-coloured clothing, so it’s easier to see ticks,  
and long pants tucked into your socks. 

• Consider wearing special clothing designed to repel ticks.
• Check your body thoroughly for ticks after being outdoors,  

as promptly removing ticks can help prevent infection.
• When you get home, put your clothes in the dryer on high heat  

for 10 minutes to kill any ticks that might be in your clothing.

You should consult a health care professional right away if you have  
been somewhere that ticks might live and experience any of the following 
symptoms: rash, fever, chills, headache, stiff neck, muscle aches  
and joint pains, fatigue (more tired than usual), swollen lymph 
nodes, spasms, numbness or tingling, facial paralysis.

For more information, including  
information on how to remove a tick,  
visit www.ontario.ca/page/lyme-disease

stay saFe  
stay saFe  In The FIeld

In The FIeld

avOId bITes  
avOId bITes  FroM TIcks  
FroM TIcks  whIch may  
whIch may  CaRry lYme 

CaRry lYme dIseasedIsease
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Land trusts IN ontaRIoLand trusts IN ontaRIo

Ontario Land Trusts
Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) is a local/regional land 
trust, one of 34 in Ontario. Together, these organizations 
protect more than 40,000 hectares (100,000 acres) of land. 
Conservation land trusts are private (non-government),  
not-for-profit, charitable organizations. They act primarily 
through volunteers to conserve lands of significant natural,  
scenic, agricultural or cultural value in perpetuity – that is, forever.

As private entities, with no government authority or power,  
land trusts offer an appealing alternative for land protection, 

and attract a wide range of donors and volunteers.  
Land trusts secure land by purchase or donation  
or through a conservation easement agreement.  
An easement is a legally binding interest in a piece 

of land that prohibits specified activities, such as 
development, tree-cutting, drainage projects, or the building 

of new structures. After securement, land trusts care for the 
land in ways that protect its natural values. Habitat restoration and removal  
of invasive species are examples of management activities.

Since the late 1990s, when Ontario and Canada adopted  
tax incentive programs to encourage private land 
protection, many new land trusts have been established. 
Today, an ever-increasing amount of land is being 
protected in local and regional nature reserves.

TTLT Nature Reserves Open to the Public
Visitors are welcome at these reserves.

For information on these sites, please visit: 
www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/visiting_ttlt_properties

• Meadowlily Nature Preserve
• Joany’s Woods
• Five Points Forest –  

Driedger Tract
• Tanager Tract (closed temporarily)

• Wardsville Woods
• Sitler Woods
• Hawk Cliff Woods
• Tiedje Woods

TtLt  TtLt  PROteCTIng 
PROteCTIng NatuRe  

NatuRe  sINce 2000
sINce 2000

TtLt  TtLt  

PROteCTs  
PROteCTs  

The habITaTs  
The habITaTs  

OF 50+ sPecIes  
OF 50+ sPecIes  

at RIsKat RIsK

20  20  TtLt NatuRe 
TtLt NatuRe reserves  
reserves  aNd couNTIng

aNd couNTIng
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Birding for Beginners
With Mhairi McFarlane  
at Joany’s Woods 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

It’s May and that means birds! Come 
out to enjoy the colourful warblers  
and other spring migrants moving 
through the trees and wetlands of 
Joany’s Woods in North Middlesex. 
This 147-ha (364-ac) Carolinian 
hardwood forest provides excellent 
habitat for both resident and migrating 
species. Join birder and Nature Conservancy of Canada 
biologist, Mhairi McFarlane, for a morning of easy walking with 
frequent stops. Bring binoculars and your enthusiasm. A bird guide might  
be helpful, although there will be some on hand during the walk. 

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open April 1, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort tOPassPort tO

JoaNY’s wOodsJoaNY’s wOods

Sunday,  May 1, 2022  10am–12pmGeorge CokerGeorge Coker
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PassPort tOPassPort tO

dRIedgeR tractdRIedgeR tract

Wildflower Walk 
With Winifred Wake & David 
Wake at Five Points Forest – 
Driedger Tract
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Spring is a glorious time of year!  
Join naturalists Winifred and 
David Wake to learn about spring 
wildflowers at Five Points Forest – 
Driedger Tract near Ingersoll.  
This 30-ha (73-ac) nature reserve lies 
on a moraine that slopes gently from 
wooded uplands to pocket wetlands and swamp forest.  
The diversity of habitats supports a fine array of fascinating spring 
wildflowers. Note: Some sections of the trail may be damp in spring;  
choose appropriate footwear.

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open April 7, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

Saturday,  May 7, 2022 10am–12pmVicki HammondVicki Hammond
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PassPort tOPassPort tO

MeadOwLILy NatuRe PReseRveMeadOwLILy NatuRe PReseRve

Yoga in Nature
With Leigh Shand at Meadowlily 
Nature Preserve
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Nature and yoga have many benefits 
for the mind, body and soul, so it 
makes perfect sense to combine  
the two. Join Leigh Shand, Certified 
Holistic Practitioner and nature  
lover, for a 45-minute yoga practice  
at either 9 am or 10 am (two sessions) 
at Meadowlily Nature Preserve 
(London). Please bring your own mat, 
comfortable exercise clothing and a reusable water bottle.  
No experience required. Namaste.

Registration for this event is required, limited in number and subject to COVID 
regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather conditions. 
Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, which will 
open May 5, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

Sunday,  June 5, 2022  9am & 10amErin ZukiwskiErin Zukiwski
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PassPort tOPassPort tO

MeadOwWoOdsMeadOwWoOds

Butterflies and Other Insects
With Stan Caveney at 
MeadowWoods
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

In the air, on a leaf, underground? 
Insects are everywhere! Discover 
more about butterflies, dragonflies 
and all kinds of insects from Stan 
Caveney, an enthusiastic entomologist 
and naturalist, during a hike through 
MeadowWoods in West Elgin.  
This spectacular nature reserve 
contains forests, thickets, ravines, meadows and wetlands. 
It is home to more than 200 species of birds, as well as many 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians and, of course, insects. Dress appropriately  
as biting insects and ticks are possible. MeadowWoods is normally closed to 
the public. Join us for a rare opportunity to visit this remarkable reserve.

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open May 25, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

Saturday,  June 25, 2022  10am–12pmStan CaveneyStan Caveney
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Forest Immersion Walk
With Katie Van Den Berg  
at Hawk Cliff Woods
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Experience the rejuvenating practice 
of spending time in the forest to 
support healing and wellness.  
Journey to Hawk Cliff near Port 
Stanley and join Forest Therapy  
Guide Katie Van Den Berg for a  
gentle, slow-paced walk to relax  
and reconnect with nature. Discover 
fresh perspectives through a series 
of sensory-oriented invitations, which nourish a deep appreciation for the 
natural world. Please dress for the weather as both sessions will take place 
rain or shine. The walk is intended for adults. (Please leave pets at home.)

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject to 
COVID regulations at the time. Directions and additional information will be 
provided at registration, which will open June 10, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort tOPassPort tO

haWk CLIFF wOodshaWk CLIFF wOods

Sunday,  July 10, 2022  9–11am &  11:30am–  1:30pm
John St. PierreJohn St. Pierre
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Nature Photography  
in the Field
With Ric Symmes at  
Wardsville Woods
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

TTLT nature reserves offer exceptional 
opportunities to photograph a wide 
variety of natural subjects. Join  
Ric Symmes, lifelong conservationist 
and avid photographer, to explore 
the wildflower meadows, ponds and 
woodland trails of Wardsville Woods. 
Participants will search for flowers, butterflies, dragonflies 
and natural settings for nature photography. There will be 
opportunities for the exchange of photo techniques. Ideas will be offered for 
sharing your images as gifts for wider education and enjoyment by others.

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open June 16, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort tOPassPort tO

WardsvIlLe wOodsWardsvIlLe wOods

Saturday,  July 16, 2022 1–3pmRic SymmesRic Symmes
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Picnic with the Pollinators
With Rebecca Launchbury  
at Hawk Cliff Woods
REGISTRATION REQUIRED  
ACCESSIBLE EVENT

Native plants at the Auzins  
Community Wildflower Garden 
provide food and habitat for 
pollinators, including birds, butterflies, 
and bees. Rebecca Launchbury, 
Conservation Lands Manager for 
TTLT, will share tips on selecting and 
growing native wildflowers. If you enjoy photography or 
sketching, come prepared to capture some colour! If you just 
want to sit and enjoy the morning in a garden of summer blooms,  
please join us. Participants are invited to bring a small snack and beverage  
for a picnic brunch following the event. Note: The broad, hard-packed path  
is suitable for mobility devices (wheelchairs, walkers, etc.).

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open July 6, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca. No washrooms available.

Saturday, August 6,  2022  10–11:30am

PassPort tOPassPort tO

haWk CLIFF wOodshaWk CLIFF wOods

David WakeDavid Wake
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PassPort tOPassPort tO

JoaNY’s wOodsJoaNY’s wOods

Geology and Geography  
of Southwestern Ontario 
With Desmond Moser at  
Joany’s Woods
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join Desmond Moser, Professor  
in Earth Sciences and Geography  
at Western, to read nature’s stories 
about the evolution of the landscapes 
now home to the Carolinian forest. 
Learn about common minerals  
and rocks, and how they got here. 
Hear about how regional climate and tectonics have shaped 
the southwestern Ontario landscape and the distribution of 
prairie and meadow plants and Carolinian trees. Joany’s Woods, TTLT’s 
largest reserve, is located along the Ausable River in North Middlesex.

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open August 11, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

Sunday, September 11, 2022  10am–12pm
John St. PierreJohn St. Pierre
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TtLt NatuRe reservesTtLt NatuRe reserves
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Knitting in Nature 
With Sarah Hodgkiss at 
Meadowlily Nature Preserve
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Knitting and other needlecrafts  
are therapeutic and relaxing.  
What better way to make them even 
more soothing than to take them 
outdoors? Join Sarah Hodgkiss, 
planning ecologist, and fellow 
needlecraft enthusiasts for two hours 
of crafting outside, surrounded by 
beautiful scenery, fall colours, bird song and good conversation. 
Bring a folding chair and your current project. All knitting and crocheting 
levels are welcome. Meadowlily Nature Preserve is in London.

Registration for this event is required, limited in number and subject to COVID 
regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather conditions. 
Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, which will 
open August 25, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort tOPassPort tO

MeadOwLILy NatuRe PReseRveMeadOwLILy NatuRe PReseRve

Sunday, September 25, 2022  2pm–4pm
Kandyce AffleckKandyce Affleck
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Fall Hike in Oxford County
With Cathy Quinlan at  
Mud Lake Nature Reserve
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Enjoy a leisurely 2-km walk at Mud 
Lake Nature Reserve in South-West 
Oxford. Learn about the trees, shrubs 
and fall flowers of the upland forests 
that surround the large marsh  
and pond of Mud Lake. Biologist  
Cathy Quinlan will guide us in 
identifying the various trees, both 
planted and natural, that tell the 
history of this unique property. Bring your camera for some 
wonderful fall colours on display. Join us for a rare opportunity to visit  
this remarkable site, which is normally closed to the public.

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open September 2, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort tOPassPort tO

Mud LaKe NatuRe reserveMud LaKe NatuRe reserve

Sunday, October 2, 2022  1–3pm
Vicki HammondVicki Hammond
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Tree ID and Forest Health 
With Donald Craig at  
Bebensee Tract
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

The Carolinian Zone of southwestern 
Ontario supports the growth of many, 
varied tree species. Join Donald 
Craig, a professional forester with 
over 40 years of experience in our 
local Ontario woodlands. He will 
help us identify different trees, while 
explaining how diseases, insects, 
invasive plants and other factors affect 
our native trees and forests. The Bebensee Tract, in the 
Skunk’s Misery complex in Southwest Middlesex, has no formal trail system, 
and is normally closed to public access. We will explore the edge of the forest 
from adjacent roadways; choose appropriate footwear.

Registration for this guided trip is required, limited in number and subject  
to COVID regulations at the time. This event may be postponed due to weather 
conditions. Directions and additional information will be provided at registration, 
which will open September 23, 2022, at www.ttlt.ca.

Sunday, October 23, 2022  1–3pm

PassPort tOPassPort tO

bebensee tractbebensee tract

John St. PierreJohn St. Pierre
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Photography in  
Winter Webinar
With Paul Roedding – online
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Photography can be tricky in snow  
and sunlight and on dull days  
when the blues and greys of winter 
abound. Join Paul Roedding, nature 
photographer and avid birder, as 
he shares ideas on how to use your 
camera more effectively in winter. 
Paul will show some of his wonderful 
winter images. He will offer tips on composition, camera 
settings, how to find wildlife in winter, and other subject 
matter. There will be opportunities for questions and comments.  
Follow Paul’s photography at https://paulroeddingphotography.com (or on 
Facebook), where he posts about his experiences, equipment and pictures.

Registration is required for this free online event and opens October 10, 2022,  
at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort weBINaRPassPort weBINaR

Thursday, November 10, 2022 7–8pm
Paul RoeddingPaul Roedding
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PassPort weBINaRPassPort weBINaR

Virtual Constellation Walk
With Trevor Chandler – online
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Learning the night sky is like getting 
to know a new neighbourhood.  
At first, it may seem big and confusing 
but, as you become familiar with 
prominent landmarks, you begin to 
realize the neighbourhood is no longer 
new. It’s home. Join Trevor Chandler, 
professional geoscientist and lifelong 
amateur astronomer, for a virtual 
Constellation Walk. Participants will 
be introduced to prominent stars and constellations of the 
winter sky. You will receive a downloadable star map to help you make your 
way in the sky as you get to know your starry neighbourhood a little better.

Registration is required for this free online event and opens December 19, 2022,  
at www.ttlt.ca.

Thursday, January 19, 2023 7–8pm
Trevor ChandlerTrevor Chandler
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PassPort weBINaRPassPort weBINaR

What’s on Your  
Nature Bookshelf? 
With Vicki Hammond and 
Adrienne James – online
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Have you heard of the “Canada Reads” 
debates for best book? Well, join us 
for “Thames Talbot Reads!” TTLT 
Board members Vicki Hammond 
and Adrienne James will moderate a 
panel of guests from the conservation 
community. Panelists will share their 
best nature book recommendations, a quick summary 
and reasons why each is a great read. What appeals to you? 
Science, memoir, travel, maybe a crime mystery? Best sellers or hidden 
gems? Tune in with your favourite warm drink and cozy reading socks  
to hear about what book you might be putting on your nightstand next.

Registration is required for this free online event and opens January 16, 2023,  
at www.ttlt.ca.

Thursday, February 16, 2023 7–8pm
Vicki HammondVicki Hammond
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Spring Wildflower Primer
With Winifred Wake – online
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Spring is just around the corner.  
That makes March the perfect time  
to look ahead to the many beautiful 
native wildflowers of the season.  
In this virtual presentation, naturalist 
Winifred Wake discusses why some 
woodlands have a wonderful display and others don’t. She 
also introduces a variety of common and uncommon native spring 
wildflowers that grow in our area. Watch for Dutchman’s-breeches,  
Spring-beauty, Blue Cohosh, Marsh Marigold, and many more.

Registration is required for this free online event and opens February 7, 2023,  
at www.ttlt.ca.

PassPort weBINaRPassPort weBINaR

Tuesday,  March 7, 2023 7–8pmDavid WakeDavid Wake
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FeatuRedFeatuRed

naTure ReseRvenaTure ReseRve

MeadowWoods
MeadowWoods is a 43-ha (105-ac) 
reserve located in the southwest 
corner of Elgin County. Donated to 
TTLT in 2020 by Stan and Anita 
Caveney, the southern boundary is 
less than one-half kilometre from 
the Lake Erie shore. This position 
within a broad coastal wildlife 
corridor contributes to the great 
diversity of native flora and fauna 
here. Many species of birds migrate 
through the area each spring and 
fall. Wooded uplands and steeply sloped stream valleys support  
a spectacular display of spring wildflowers.

Until 1991, some parts of MeadowWoods were used for agriculture. In other 
sections of the property, uneven topography and ravines that bisected upland 
hardwoods impeded cultivation and spared the forest. Reforestation efforts 
and construction of wildlife ponds have greatly enhanced wildlife diversity. 

At the request of the donors, MeadowWoods is a closed reserve,  
except for special events (See page 13).

David WakeDavid Wake
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FeatuRedFeatuRed

naTure ReseRvenaTure ReseRve

Mud Lake Nature Reserve
TTLT’s first reserve in Oxford County 
is in the Township of South-West 
Oxford. This 42-ha (104-ac) parcel 
protects most of the Mud Lake Marsh, 
a Provincially Significant Wetland,  
and an important refuge for birds, 
reptiles and amphibians. In 2019,  
after 57 years of dedicated stewardship, 
Don and Ruth Bucknell donated their 
beloved property to TTLT.

The open water of Mud Lake is 
surrounded by extensive cattail marshes and wetland thickets of Grey 
Dogwood, Red-osier Dogwood and Highbush Cranberry. A small Buttonbush 
swamp is also present. The wetland covers nearly half of the reserve. Nesting 
birds include Swamp Sparrow, Virginia Rail and Sandhill Crane.

To provide the best protection, Mud Lake Nature Reserve is closed to the public, 
except for special events (See page 21).

David WakeDavid Wake
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Please supPortPlease supPort

ross’s wOodsross’s wOods

Ross’s Woods is situated in Oxford County, within the Five Points Woods 
wetland complex. The mixed deciduous/coniferous forest contains unusual 
habitats such as stands of hemlock. Streams support cold-water fish species, 
and spring-fed wetlands furnish essential habitat for amphibians and turtles. 
Rare species of dragonflies, butterflies, birds and plants make their homes 
here. The name Ross’s Woods honours the late Oxford County naturalist, 
Ross Snider, who lived nearby.

When this 23-ha (56-ac) parcel 
became available in 2020, TTLT 
moved quickly to purchase it by 
dipping into our Opportunities 
Fund. Now we are seeking 
your support for this exciting 
property. Your donation will 
provide resources for ongoing 
stewardship of this reserve.  
It will also help replenish TTLT’s 
Opportunities Fund so we will 
be ready to protect additional 
woodlands and wetlands. The 
total campaign goal is $279,684. 

Visit  
thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/
newest_projects

Vicki HammondVicki Hammond Jane BowlesJane Bowles
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More tTlT eveNTsMore tTlT eveNTs

Birding at Sitler Woods – May 21, 2022 at 7am, 9am and 11am

Join us for morning birding hikes at Sitler Woods in the heart of Skunk’s 
Misery in Southwest Middlesex. Watch for migrating songbirds, and enjoy 
the trees, shrubs, and wildflowers in this spectacular Carolinian forest. 
Registration required at www.ttlt.ca.

TTLT Annual General Meeting – June 15, 2022

Gather with other nature lovers and conservation enthusiasts to celebrate 
TTLT’s accomplishments over the past year. Everyone is welcome to attend, 
but only TTLT members may vote. Registration required at www.ttlt.ca.

Butterflies and Hiking at Meadowlily – July 2022

Join us for a family-friendly adventure in the forests and meadows of 
Meadowlily Nature Preserve and Meadowlily ESA in London. Enjoy a nature 
hike, learn about and interact with native plants, butterflies and other wildlife! 
Registration required at www.ttlt.ca.

Events may be subject to change. Please check www.ttlt.ca regularly  
for updates and additional events.
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aCKNOwLedgMentsaCKNOwLedgMents

Thank you to the individuals, businesses, agencies, and organizations 
that support TTLT’s Passport to Nature program. Without their financial 
assistance, this program would not exist. Please consider supporting our 
sponsors. Shop Local. Support Local.

Hearty thanks to the trip leaders, presenters and others who donate their 
time and expertise to the delivery of Passport events. TTLT also extends its 
sincere appreciation to the photographers who have provided the images that 
enhance this booklet, including this year’s cover photograph by Dave Wake.

Throughout the year, TTLT’s dedicated staff members contribute to  
the Passport program in many ways. We greatly appreciate the work of  
our staff, including Daria Koscinski, Rebecca Launchbury, Colin Johnson, 
and Darby Alderson.

Special thanks to the organizing committee for Passport to Nature  
2022-2023: Glenn Berry, Terry Grawey, Vicki Hammond, Adrienne James,  
André Lachance, Ric Symmes (Chair), Bernie VanDenBelt,  
Katie Van Den Berg, and David Wake.

Thank you to the board of directors of Thames Talbot Land Trust  
for continued support of the Passport to Nature project.

Stan CaveneyStan Caveney

To learn more about TTLT programs and activities, visit our website at www.ttlt.ca.
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TtLt FuN FaCTsTtLt FuN FaCTs

Thames Talbot Land Trust’s 
name refers to its geographic 
area of interest, including 
the watersheds of the Upper 
Thames River and those 
of the Lower Thames in 
Middlesex County. “Talbot” 
refers to the historic Talbot 
Trail region in Elgin County, 
whose watersheds are 
associated with the north 
shore of Lake Erie.

Forest interior is defined as that part  
of the forest that is at least 100 m in from 
the forest edge. Many threatened, area-
sensitive species, such as Acadian Flycatcher 
and Cerulean Warbler, find homes in the forest 
interiors of TTLT’s nature reserves.

In December 2021, 16 TTLT nature reserves, comprising 694 hectares, 
were recognized and added to the Canadian Protected and Conserved 
Areas Database. TTLT nature reserves now count towards the 10.7% 
of Ontario’s land area that is officially considered “protected”.

The Trust has,  on average, secured  one new nature  reserve for each  of its 20 years, with  the pace quickening  in recent years!

In 2021, TTLT’s  

Turtle Monitoring Program 

protected 32 turtle nests, 

which resulted in  

the successful  

hatching of over  

500 baby turtles.

Vicki  Vicki  
HammondHammond

Scott GillingwaterScott Gillingwater
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