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Finch Auto Group is a proud sponsor of Thames Talbot Land Trust’s
Passport to Nature. We take great pride in supporting
the community in which we live, work and explore.

. . : IAndréllfachancel & - 1-\-"-..
For the best automotive sales and service experience : - s
in town, be sure to visit one of our eight locations.

Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) protects and restores nature within
We have the right vehicle for all your adventures.

Elgin, Middlesex, Oxford, and Perth counties and the City of London, in
the current and traditional territories of Indigenous Peoples including the
Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabeg, Lenaapeewak, Chonnonton, and Wendat
Peoples.

Through the efforts of staff, volunteers, donors, and community partners,
we strive to conserve natural lands and inspire a connection to nature

at the local level. TTLT safeguards land through purchase, donation,

or conservation easement agreements, and cares for the land through
conservation and restoration initiatives. TTLT also hosts events and

FINCH CHEVROLET CADILLAC BUICK GMC ‘ FINCH CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM programs aimed at nurturing people’s connection to nature to inspire

640 Wonderland Rd N., London 519.657.9411 658 Wharncliffe Rd S., London 226.806.0495 Wonder, promote Well—being, and increase support for these protected areas.

FINCH HYUNDAI MERCEDES-BENZ LONDON FINCH NISSAN :
300 Southdale RAE., London | 35 Southdale R E., London | 1111 Oxford St E., London Since 2000, TTLT has protected more than 1,052 ha (2,600 ac) of land
519.649.7779 519.668.0600 519.451.4560 across 32 sites and counting. These nature reserves include wetlands,
EAST LONDON HYUNDAI GENESISLONDON FINCHKIA forests, meadows, agricultural lands, and the homes of more than 100
2294 Dundas St, London 300 Southdale Rd E., London 2284 Dundas St, London species at risk. These lands and waters have been under the continuous

519.452.3443 877.588.8856 519.451.5555

care of Indigenous Peoples from time immemorial. We are committed to
working in a spirit of reconciliation, collaboration, and respect to build a

A ”TU ﬁRﬂUP greener and more inclusive future.

CHEVROLET (Zrttie BUICK GMC CHRYSLER DODGE Jeep c h by L Neish 4
FRAANVE HYUNDAI GENESIS Mercedes-Benz NISSAN <L over photo by Laure Neish - see page
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The cover of our booklet features a
vibrant male Chestnut-sided Warbler
in his striking summer plumage,
photographed in mid-May by Laure
Neish at Talbot Village Ponds in
southwest London. Captured during
spring migration, this breeding male
had briefly emerged from the dense
vegetation that lines the sidewalk—so
close to the pavement that Laure was
able to enjoy an unforgettable, up-close encounter. Unlike many warblers
that remain shy and high in the canopy, Chestnut-sided Warblers often let
curiosity lead the way and are just as keen to get a good look at birdwatchers
as birdwatchers are to get a look at them. Flashy and unmistakable, this male
displays a crisp white breast, a bright yellow crown, black facial markings,
and rich chestnut streaking along his flanks—features that define his
breeding attire. His cheerful song, often remembered as “pleased, pleased,
pleased to meetcha!” rings out during the breeding season, the accented
“meetcha” a spirited flourish of courtship. In fall, he molts into softer lime-
green and grayish-white tones, losing the chestnut flanks and adopting a
distinct white eye-ring before migrating to Central America, where he winters.
Thriving in thickets, young forest habitats and human-altered landscapes
alike, this adaptable and charismatic songbird embodies both the energy

of spring migration and the resilience of a species at home in changing

environments.
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How to Participate

1. Review Events (starting on page 9)

There are many ways to enjoy nature, including walking, birdwatching,
finding flowers, practising yoga, or just relaxing. This program offers a variety
of fun, free opportunities for you to connect with nature. Registration opens
one month before each event. If an event is at capacity, you can reach out to us
to be placed on a waiting list or consider volunteering to support the event.

2. Register

Visit www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca, click on “Upcoming Events,” and look
for Passport to Nature events. You will receive a confirmation email upon
registering. Please check the box to subscribe to our email list to ensure you
receive event-specific details the day before the event.

If you have difficulty with registration, please email info@ttlt.ca or
phone 519-858-3442.
3. Attend

Attend the event, learn, and enjoy! For in-person events, don’t forget to bring
water, appropriate clothing, sturdy footwear, and protection against biting
insects. Please leave pets at home.

4. Share

Share your experience by sending your photos to info@ttlt.ca or tagging us in
your photos on social media with #TTLT and #PassportToNature.

5. Cancellation

If you must cancel, please let us know as soon as possible. Click the
cancellation link in your confirmation email, call us at 519-858-3442,
or email us at info@ttlt.ca. This will allow someone else to take your place.

Events may be subject to change.

Please check www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca regularly for updates.
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L WHAT IS A LAND TRUST?

Land Trusts in Ontario

Land Trusts are non-profit, charitable organizations that acquire land

or interests in land (such as conservation easements) for the purpose of
conservation, access to nature, and community connection. Thames Talbot
Land Trust is one of over 50 land trusts that operate in Ontario in association
with the Ontario Land Trust Alliance (OLTA). Together, these organizations
protect more than 75,676 ha (187,000 ac) of land.

Being private entities, with no government authority or power, land trusts
offer an appealing alternative for land protection and attract a wide range

of donors and volunteers. Land trusts secure land by purchase, donation, or
through conservation easement agreements and care for the land in ways that
protect its natural, scenic, agricultural, or cultural values.

More About Thames Talbot Land Trust

We Protect Lands, Habitat and Natural Heritage

With the help of passionate volunteers and supporters, we have created a
growing network of nature reserves that protect and conserve our natural
heritage. We work with landholders, donors, and other organizations to
permanently protect significant habitats, ecosystems, agricultural lands,
and places for species at risk. In the last year, TTLT added Birch Hollow,
MapleCross — Bass Woods, Bradshaw Conservation Lands, SpringRush
Farm CEA, and Sycamore Valley as new nature reserves and completed the
expansion project at Hawk Cliff Woods.

We Restore Ecosystems

We create healthy habitats, including those for some of Canada’s rarest
species, by planting native plants, managing non-native species, and restoring
wetland and meadow habitats. In this way, and through species monitoring,
we provide native plants and wildlife with opportunities to not only survive
but thrive. Restoration activities provide many opportunities for volunteers to
roll up their sleeves and help.

We Nurture a Love of Nature

TTLT offers a variety of free events and programs to connect people with nature,
stimulating curiosity about, and understanding of, our natural world. Through
guided hikes, interpretive signage, webinars, and skill-building workshops, we
strive to share our knowledge, experience, and love of nature with everyone.
Volunteers play important roles in carrying our message into the community.

Explore and Connect with Nature

Visit one or more of the TTLT nature reserves open to the public:

« Meadowlily Nature Preserve « Wardsville Woods

« Joany’s Woods « Sitler Woods

- Five Points Forest . Hawk Cliff Woods
— Driedger Tract

There is Much More to be Done

While TTLT has achieved a great deal in its first 25 years, pressures on
natural lands are greater than ever. Decisions we make today will determine
our planet’s future. To ensure a healthy planet for ourselves and future
generations, we need to protect the nature we still have, restore what we have
lost, and ensure everyone in our communities has a chance to fall in love with
nature. Working together, we can build greener and healthier landscapes so
all living beings can thrive.

For more information on how you can help, please speak to our
staff or visit our website at www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca.
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A team of professionals dedicated to providing exceptional service to our valued clients.

Accounting Firm specializing in servicing small- to

WILKINSON medium-sized, owner-managed businesses and
RO GERS not-for-profit organizations in London and the
LLP surrounding area, since 1949.

DEED

V‘/ Wilkinson Rogers LLP is a Chartered Professional

CHARTERED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

Visit us at: wilkinsonrogers.com [=
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Please be safe when visiting TTLT nature reserves!
« Cover up — a hat, long sleeves, and long pants are the
first line of protection from sun and insects.
. Use sunscreen to protect exposed skin.
. Use an insect repellent that contains “DEET”
or “icaridin” on skin and clothing. Always read
and follow the directions on the label.
« Wear closed-toed shoes to protect your feet.
« Carry lots of water and snacks.
. Stay on marked trails.
- Be aware of your surroundings.

« Use the buddy system — if you're alone, let someone know where you will be
and check in with them occasionally.

Ticks and Lyme Disease

You may encounter ticks that can carry Lyme Disease at any outdoor space.
To stay safe, please use the following precautions recommended by the
Ontario government, in addition to those noted above.

« Wear light-coloured clothing to make it easier to see ticks, wear long pants,
and tuck your pants into your socks.

. Consider wearing special clothing designed to repel ticks.

« Check your body thoroughly for ticks after being outdoors. Promptly
removing ticks can help prevent infection. The more checks the better!

« When you get home, put your clothes in the dryer on high heat for 10
minutes to Kill any ticks that might be in your clothing.

For more information, visit
www.ontario.ca/page/lyme-disease

Consult a health care professional right away if you have
been somewhere that ticks might live and experience any
of the following symptoms: rash, fever, chills, headache,
stiff neck, muscle aches, joint pains, fatigue (more tired
than usual), swollen lymph nodes, spasms, numbness or
tingling, or facial paralysis.

4(( PAéSPORT T0 \\

Beginner Birding Hike
With Quinten Wiegersma at
Westminster Ponds Centre
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Are you curious about birds and

want to learn how to spot them?

Join Quinten Wiegersma, birding
enthusiast, for a beginner session on
birding. This family-friendly morning
adventure will take you through the
varied landscapes of the Westminster
Ponds Centre while we learn to look

and listen for our feathered friends.
Put your ears and eyes to the test! This event is for those
with little-to-no birding experience, but all are

welcome to join.

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be subject to change or
postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions and additional information
will be provided at time of registration, which opens March 25, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

Georgia
Kortas, J.D.
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FIVE POINTS FOREST
t — DRIEDGER TRACT

Wildflower Walk

With David & Winifred Wake at
Five Points Forest — Driedger Tract
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Celebrate native spring wildflowers at
TTLT’s Driedger Tract near Ingersoll.
We will encounter a variety of habitats,
including second-growth woodlands,
pocket wetlands and swamp forest.
Special attention will be given to the
deciduous forest on a moraine ridge. David Wake
This area supports a fine array of |
fascinating spring flowers, each with its own story. You may
wish to bring a camera, binoculars and a notebook. Be
prepared for muddy conditions.

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be
subject to change or postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions
and additional information will be provided at time of registration, which opens
April 2, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.
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COMMUNITY WILDFLOWER
GARDENING AT
HAWK CLIFF WOODS

Tuesday, May 19, 2026
10 am-12 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

The Auzins Community Wildflower
Garden at Hawk Cliff Woods South is

a demonstration site for native plant
gardening. It is also a source of seeds for
people who want to grow native plants in
their own gardens. Join us in the garden
to learn about native plants and to help
maintain the space (primarily weeding
and keeping the trail clear). We provide
gardening gloves, knee pads, and tools if
needed, but feel free to bring your own
as well!

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AT UTRCA WATERSHED
CONSERVATION CENTRE

Thursday, June 4, 2026
6:30 pm-8:30 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join TTLT members and supporters at
our Annual General Meeting, where
we make important decisions for the
organization. Catch up with old friends
and make new ones too! This will be a
hybrid meeting, meaning you can join
in person or via Zoom. All are welcome
to attend, but only members may put
forth motions and vote.

Darby.Alderson '

1
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Payton Landsborough ™ s

Hazel Elmslie

COMMUNITY WILDFLOWER
GARDENING AT
WARDSVILLE WOODS

Tuesday, June 9, 2026
10 am-12 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join us for some summer gardening at the
Wardsville Woods Community Wildflower
Garden. The garden is planted with

native perennials that provide important
food and habitat for birds, insects,

and other creatures. It also serves as a
demonstration site and source of seeds for
the community. Come volunteer and help
us weed and clear the trail to maintain this
beautiful garden. We provide gardening
gloves, knee pads, and tools, but feel free
to bring your own as well!

BUTTERFLY FESTIVAL AT
MEADOWLILY NATURE PRESERVE

Saturday, June 13, 2026
11 am-2 pm

DROP-IN, REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED

Join us in the meadow at Meadowlily Nature
Preserve (17 Meadowlily Rd S, London,

ON) to learn about the amazing diversity of
butterflies that can be found in London. Dr.
Nusha Keyghobadi and students from her
Western University lab will teach you how to
catch butterflies with a net, gently observe
them up close, and release them back into
the wild. On your way in/out of the meadow,
play some nature bingo and make native
wildflower seed balls to attract butterflies to
your yard at home. All ages are welcome!

This event is generously sponsored by:
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Yoga in Nature

With Leigh Shand at
Meadowlily Nature Preserve

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Nature and yoga have many benefits
for the mind, body, and soul, so it
makes perfect sense to combine the
two! Join Leigh Shand, Certified
Ayurvedic Yoga Teacher, Wellness
Coach, and nature lover, for a
60-minute seasonal yoga practice

at Meadowlily Nature Preserve

in southeast London. Please bring your own mat,
comfortable exercise clothing, and a reusable water bottle.
No experience required. Namaste.

Registration is required. Event may be subject to change or
postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Additional information will be
provided at time of registration, which opens May 14, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

Leigh Shand

Yoga and Wellness

Ciasses in London & Onding
Wellness Coaching (diet/lifesiygie)
Meditation amd Broatinseork
Guided Nature Hilkes

LEIGH -SHAND

www leighshargl.com
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COMMUNITY WILDFLOWER
GARDENING AT
HAWK CLIFF WOODS

Tuesday, June 23, 2026
10 am-12 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

The Auzins Community Wildflower
Garden at Hawk Cliff Woods South is
a demonstration site for native plant
gardening. It is also a source of seeds
for people who want to grow native
plants in their own gardens. Join us

in the garden to learn about native
plants and to help maintain the space
(primarily weeding and keeping the trail
clear). We supply gloves, kneeling pads,
and tools, but feel free to bring your
own!

MUTUAL
INSURANCE
COMPANY

Keeping promises,
close to home.

Strathroy 519-246-1132 | Zurich 519-236-4381 axiommutual.ca €9 (©) X [}
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VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION VIA
ZOOM

Thursday, July 16, 2026
7 pm-8 pm

ONLINE VIA ZOOM
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Do you want to help protect, restore, and
nurture nature? Join TTLT's Volunteer
Coordinator for a virtual Volunteer
Orientation event over Zoom to learn
more about volunteer opportunities

with TTLT. Discover what interests you
within our stewardship, outreach, and
office volunteer programs. The session
will consist of a general introduction to
TTLT, a brief overview of the program, and
suggestions about how to get started.

TTLT Staff

OUR COMMITMENT

TO ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY

uaimy redpoaiibly sourced
foresiny producis
atilizing local
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recyeling all scrap paper
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=) onservation

St. Clair Region
Conservation Authority
205 Millpond Crescent
Strathroy, ON
N7G 3P9
T: 519-245-3710
F:519-245-3348
WWW.SCrca.on.ca
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Meadow Wildflowers

With Payton Landsborough at
Deer Haven

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Explore the restored meadow at Deer
Haven with certified plant nerd Payton
Landsborough. Learn about showy
native wildflowers that host a diversity
of native pollinators and other insects.
We'll also talk about meadow ecology
and the importance of open-country
habitats for birds, insects and other
wildlife. This is a rare opportunity

to visit Deer Haven, which is usually closed to the
public. Whether you are a plant ID expert or just enjoy
meandering through a meadow, don’t miss this chance to
explore this fascinating nature sanctuary!

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be subject to change
or postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions and additional
information will be provided at time of registration, which opens June 25, 2026 at
www.ttlt.ca.

E I T I e M e
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3 Conservation Areas,

._ 1Membership,
Unlimited Outdoor Fun

Hiliimg - Biing - Fishing - Birding - Koyoll/Conos - Swimming - Bogt Lounch ond mose

PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE CUTTING AT
NEWPORT FOREST

Wednesday, July 29, 2026
10 am-1 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join TTLT's stewardship staff at Newport
Forest (near Wardsville, ON) to help manage
this site’s population of Purple Loosestrife.
This plant is a persistent invasive species that
produces an abundance of seeds and creates
dense stands that block out native plants. Our
goal is to cut off the flower heads to reduce
the number of seeds available to spread

into the surrounding habitat. Training, safety
equipment, and tools will be provided.

mcinstreet

L‘d'-'
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PROUD TO SUPPORT LOCAL we g

CONSERVATION EFFORTS

. inveSted
PEGGY SATTLER . n ybu-

MPP London West

Community Office N 1 L
240 Commissioners Rd W N r @Kﬂh@ =
Unit 101 . . B ?E - .
London, ON N6J 1Y1 é 9 i code and join

- . > = 1
., 515/657-3120 @ Mainstreet today!
18 519-657-0368
psattler-co@ndp.on.ca
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Birch Hollow
— Five Points Forest

Birch Hollow was donated by Kristian
Carson of 27862083 Ontario Inc. in
2025. The 11-ha (27-ac) site is located
within the Five Points Forest Wetland
Complex, which is designated as a
Provincially Significant Wetland.
Birch Hollow contains swamps,
thickets, forests and an agricultural
buffer habitat. Its hemlock forest,
which connects with Ross’s Woods,
serves as an important ecological
corridor for wildlife. This nature
reserve is not open to the public,
except for special events.

Payton:l'andsborough; .

MapleCross — Bass Woods

MapleCross — Bass Woods is a 27-
ha (73-ac) site that was purchased

in 2025. Located in West Elgin,
along the Thames River and just 13
kilometres from Wardsville Woods,
this site features a mature, intact
forest and meadow alongside a small
agricultural field. The forest contains
Black Maple, Blue Ash, Sugar Maple,
and Basswood. Grassland species
such as Wild Bergamot, Little
Bluestem, and Thimbleweed can be
found blooming in the meadow. The
site’s unique landscape and location E
make it valuable for erosion control, David Wakes.,
water filtration, and as a habitat for

species at risk. This nature reserve

is not open to the public, except for

special eventss.

Wor& Trails in
Middlesex
Count

visitmiddlesex.ca/trails-guide
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Poetry

With Penn Kemp & Ann Denny
at Westminster Ponds Centre

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

River Revery is a collaboration
between Penn Kemp and Ann
Denny—commingling Penn’s
ecological poetry dedicated to

the Thames River, with Ann’s
musical improvisations. Join us for
a marvellous hour of poetry and
music in a gorgeous setting. We're
celebrating our Antler River, also known as Deshkan Ziibi
to the Anishinaabek here. For text and animations of
several poems, see www.riverrevery.ca.

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may
be subject to change or postponement due to unforeseen
circumstances. Directions and additional information will be
provided at time of registration, which opens July 8, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.
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www.gunnshillcheese.ca

HAPPY HABITATS FESTIVAL AT
WESTMINSTER PONDS CENTRE

Saturday, August 15, 2026
12 pm-3 pm

DROP-IN, REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED

Join us at the Westminster Ponds Centre
(944 Western Counties Rd, London, ON)
to learn about different types of habitats

and how to keep them happy! This family-

friendly festival will focus on the health,
diversity, and wonder of our local habitats
through a variety of nature-related activities
and a live reptile demonstration by Scales
Nature Park. Let's keep our habitats happy
and have fun while doing it!

This event is generously sponsored by:

TD Friends of the

Erirommen Foundaion (Y s pi e @

AUSABLE BAYFIELD
CONSERVATION

CREATING AWARENESS | TAKING ACTION

Ausable Bayfield
Conservation Authority

71108 Morrison Line,
RR 3 Exeter, ON ¢ NOM 1S5

@AusableBayfieldConservationAuthority

@ @AusableBayfieldConservation
X @LandWaterNews

abca.ca
1-888-286-2610
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COMMUNITY WILDFLOWER
GARDENING AT
HAWK CLIFF WOODS

Thursday, September 10, 2026
10 am-12 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

The Auzins Community Wildflower
Garden at Hawk Cliff Woods South is
a demonstration site for native plant
gardening. It is also a source of seeds
for people who want to grow native
plants in their own gardens. Join us
in the garden to learn about native
plants and to help maintain the space
(primarily weeding and keeping the
trail clear). We supply gloves, kneeling
pads, and tools, but feel free to bring
your own!

MEADOW SEED COLLECTING
AT HAWK CLIFF WOODS

Wednesday, September 16, 2026
11 am-1pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join us at Hawk Cliff Woods North

to collect seeds in the meadow. We'll
be collecting seeds from a range of
native wildflowers and grasses to use
in restoration projects, to plant at
our community wildflower gardens,
and to make seed packets to share at
community events. All are welcome
as we'll provide training in seed head
identification during the event. No
knowledge, experience, or equipment
is needed to join in on the native seed
collecting fun! Feel free to take seeds
home to use in your own garden or
restoration project.

PASSPORT TO

LL WARDSVILLE WOODS

Creative Inquiry

With Jamie Vojvodin at
Wardsville Woods

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Creative Inquiry focuses on observing
and noticing nature in dynamic ways,
with guided prompts and opportunity
for conversation about what and how
everyone notices. Participants will use
a small notebook and a pen (not pencil,
to encourage unfiltered and imperfect observation) to
complete a variety of inquiry-based artistic documentary
exercises. Let your curiosity and creativity flow as you
explore nature with paper and pen.

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be

subject to change or postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions
and additional information will be provided at time of registration, which opens
August 12, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club Inc.

Since 1950

A non-profit organization of volunteers dedicated to
preserving and promoting our local natural heritage.

Nurturing Nature in Elgin

Website: www.stfnaturalist.org

Email: STFNC_news@runbox.com

(Caradoc
Dcntistrg

The team at Caradoc Dentistry is committed
to providing our patients with transparent
dental treatment options
and we are welcoming new patients.

Call us at: 28498 Centre Road
Strathroy, Ontario

(51 9) 245-0751 info@caradocdentistry.com

We look fouwvard to

making you smile!
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. 0 HAWK CLIFF WOODS MIGRATION
MIGRATION WEEKEND
H[E"l Saturday, September 26 and

= Sunday, September 27, 2026

- L, 10 am-3 pm
L -f"’ . _- DROP-IN, REGISTRATION NOT REQUIRED

Celebrate the spectacular fall migration of
hawks and other raptors as well as Monarch
butterflies at this free outdoor event. This
weekend is hosted in partnership with the
St. Thomas Field Naturalist Club, Hawk Cliff
Raptor Banders, and Volunteers of Monarch
Watch. Learn about migrating raptors and
Monarch butterflies, their lives, and their
conservation challenges and opportunities.
The presentation schedule will be available on
the TTLT website on August 26, 2026. Hawk
Cliff Woods is located east of Port Stanley.

» - F | Thamees Tallss & Vohumenrs of
st Thomarignnlis(cmh S aewl I Mlonarch Waich

This event is generously funded by
Wild Birds Unlimited, Elgin County, ﬁ
and the Government of Ontario.

A Ontario@
W o it ElgnCounty

| ANDREW
| ‘I'!.' --,:!rl| MWTDN& h‘l.n

ROB
FLACK

MPP - Elgin-Middlesex-London

SR T T |-||-;_:.I..I.l.' LD

LA AlTaas

wtonMP.ca 519-631-5995

rob.flack@pc.ola.org
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L JOANY'S WOODS

Fungi in Focus

With Spore & Lore Inc. at
Joany’s Woods

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Step outside and into the wilds

with Spore & Lore Inc. on a guided,
fungi-focused hike through the
forested landscapes of Joany’s Woods.
This hands-on experience invites
participants to observe and identify
mushrooms where they naturally
occur. Throughout this hike, we’ll
explore their physiology, life cycles, ecological role, hidden
relationships and common misconceptions. Expect
curiosity, discovery and a deeper appreciation for these
organisms that quietly hold the wilds together.

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be
subject to change or postponement due to unforeseen circumstances.

Directions and additional information will be provided at time of registration, which
opens September 4, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

Serving your appraisal
needs across Ontario

oakviewappraisals.com
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MEADOW SEED COLLECTING
AT WARDSVILLE WOODS

Tuesday, October 13, 2026
11 am-1 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join us at Wardsville Woods to collect
seeds in the meadow. Located within the
Skunks Misery Natural Area, Wardsville
Woods is a beautiful nature reserve that
is home to one of TTLT's community
wildflower gardens. We'll be collecting
seeds from a range of native wildflowers
and grasses to use in restoration projects,
to plant at our community wildflower
gardens, and to make seed packets to
give away at community events. All are
welcome as we'll provide training in seed
head identification during the event. No
knowledge, experience, or equipment

is needed to join in on the native seed
collecting fun! Feel free to take seeds
home to use in your own garden or
restoration project.

.Cathy Quinlan

NATIVE PLANT GARDENING
WORKSHOP AT WARDSVILLE
WOODS

Thursday, October 15, 2026
10 am-12 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Are you interested in gardening with
native plants but don't know where
to start? Join the TTLT stewardship
team on site at the Wardsville Woods

Community Wildflower Garden for a live

demonstration. We'll cover the basics
about the different planting needs for a
variety of native plant species, and you'll
get your hands dirty with some practice
in the community garden. We supply
gloves, kneeling pads, and tools, but feel
free to bring your own.

This event is generously funded by the
Government of Ontario.

i Ontario
David Wake

Forest Health and
Shortcuts to Tree
Identification

With Donald Craig RPF
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

P g

The Carolinian Zone of
southwestern Ontario is home to
a great diversity of tree species.
With over 80 trees’ worth of
features to distinguish, it's a
challenge to identify them all, but
some shortcuts and tricks might
just get you on a first-name basis
with these forest denizens. Join
Donald Craig, a professional
forester with over 40 years of
experience, for a walk in the
woods to learn some shortcuts

to tree identification. You'll also learn how diseases, insects,

invasive plants and other factors affect our native trees and

forests. Tanager Tract is normally closed to the public, and the

trails are minimally maintained — please choose appropriate footwear.

BT,

e

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be subject to change or
postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions and additional information
will be provided at time of registration, which opens September 17, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.
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Visit our two stores:

Hoskin Feed & Country Stora
171 Railway Ave
Eamoka 519-657-1744

Hyde Park Country Stona
1820 Gainsborough Rd
Landon 519=4,7/1-6870
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Backyard Birding

With Wild Birds Unlimited at
Westminster Ponds Centre

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Grab your favourite hot beverage, a
pair of binoculars, and get bundled up
to birdwatch at the Westminster Ponds
Centre! Suitable for all ages and skill
levels, this event will focus on finding
birds in the spaces closest to you: your
backyard bird feeders and woodland
edges. Sharpen your knowledge of
some of the common backyard birds
that tough out the winter cold and
frequent our bird feeders. From flashy woodpeckers to

cute Dark-eyed Juncos, you can expect many birds and
great fun.

Registration is required. Event may be subject to change or
postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Additional information will be
provided at time of registration, which opens October 15, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

Y 1HUIMN'
\™JFOOTCARE
ENJOY A WALK IN NATURE

Footcare & Orthotic Specialist
Comprehensive Podiatric Foot & Ankle Care

www. huntfootcare.com

SHARING THE JOY OF BACKYARD BIRDFEEDING
IN LONDON FOR OVER 30 YEARS

.:I.
~ WL
RESQOURCES SERVICES

Managed Woodlands Today,

Tomorrow's Future

www.gwgresources.com

ii':- Wil Biscls Unlimiter

5332 Springhank Drive
London, Ontario
515-651-0745 - london. whu.com

Your outdo

on everything
camp, hike and so

tn uch more.

WEC Lomsion
1081 Wolsnghon Ao
Londion, BN
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SEED PROCESSING
WORKSHOP

Tuesday, November 24, 2026
6:30 pm-8:30 pm

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

STEP INTO
NATURE

Join TTLT and the Friends of the London
Civic Garden Complex at this indoor
event to learn all about seeds of a variety
of native plants and their processing

Visit our
Welcome Centre at
696 Wellington Rd. S.

methods! Following an informative
presentation, you will get the chance to
process some native plant seeds that have
been collected throughout the year. The
processed seeds will be used in restoration
projects, planted at our community
wildflower gardens, and placed in seed
packets for distribution at community
events. Feel free to take seeds home to use
in your own garden or restoration project.
Everyone is welcome to join!

for trails, maps and
things to see and do
in London, ON!

Thipmes Tallsw b L

il Trusa

!( This event was generously
funded by the
Nela®ankechoval E Letns City of London.
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PHOTO CONTEST

December 1 to December 31, 2026

Submit your nature photos for the chance to have
one of them featured on the cover of the next
Passport to Nature booklet! The rules are simple:

1. Individuals can submit
up to three (3) photos each.

2. Subjects of the photos should align with
species, habitats, and events that occur

within Southwestern Ontario.
SkyeiMartineau

3. Submissions will only be accepted between
December 1, 2026 (12:01 am EST) and December 31, 2026 (11:59 pm EST).

Contest details are available on the Passport to Nature web page.
Please submit your photos to passport@ttlt.ca.

ﬂ‘ . Nature
“-Lnndnn

QI NS 8 We Presery anil Gy natire
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Hazel Sinclair
REALTOR®
Q@ s519-672-9880
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Light for the Longest
Night — a Winter Solstice
Campfire

With TTLT at the Westminster
Ponds Centre

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Join us for a Winter Solstice campfire
as we mark the longest night of the
year and the quiet turning of the
seasons. We'll gather outdoors around
a shared fire to reflect, connect and
spend time in nature together.

Storytelling and music are encouraged — bring an
instrument, a short story, your singing voice, or simply
listen. This is a low-key event focused on warmth and
connection to the winter landscape around us illuminated
by the campfire and good company.

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be subject to change
or postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions and additional
information will be provided at time of registration, which opens

November 20, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

London’s
Environmentally 0

Significant -

Areas

Yours to explore and help preserve!
Learn more about "
keeping our natural areas §:§:§1§
healthy and pristine: .
london.ca/ESA London

:Bitter
Herb

HEALTH FOOD STORE)

GETOUTSIDE!

CONSERVATION AREA
PARKING, PASS

Amﬂﬂaﬂ@ﬂ@ &1@

519.268.3885

100 The Parkway, Unit 1,
Dorchester, ON NOL 1G2

thebitterherb@gmail.com

thebitterherb.ca

U NOFRILLS

2300 Dorchester Rd, Dorchester
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ROD & TACKLE

The Natural Choice
For Fishing.

2404 Main 5t

Cl(urt Hulman
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Buds and Bark

With Bernie VanDenBelt at
Meadowlily Nature Preserve

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

While the leaves of trees command
our attention much of the year, their
absence in winter allows a tree’s buds
and bark to take centre stage. Dust off
your snowshoes to join tree enthusiast
and retired educator Bernie VanDenBelt for a leisurely
mid-winter exploration of TTLT’s Meadowlily Nature
Preserve in southeast London. Our route will include

some areas of the site often overlooked by hikers. In
addition to using buds and bark for tree identification, we
will also watch for other wintry wonders of nature. The hike
will proceed even if there is insufficient snow for snowshoeing

Registration is required and spaces are limited. Event may be subject to change
or postponement due to unforeseen circumstances. Directions and additional
information will be provided at time of registration, which opens

December 30, 2026 at www.ttlt.ca.

EMBRACE
OUR RURAL ROUTES

Slow down for slow food.

Rainbow
Registered e Visit cheesemakers, farm

markets, u-pick, breweries
and culinary experiences.

TourismOxford.ca
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Volunteer Introduction to Spring
Volunteers are the backbone of our organization, playing a vital role in Wildflowers
protecting our natural habitats and wildlife. By dedicating your time and With David & Winifred Wake
passion to conservation efforts, you are not only helping to preserve the online via Zoom

beauty ar.lc.l wonders o.f r}ature.but also contributing to the well-being of our REGISTRATION REQUIRED
communities and all living beings.
Just in time for spring, refresh your

acquaintance with a sampling of the
season’s native wildflowers. Enjoy a
preview of many fascinating species
soon to pop up in woodlands across

the region. Meet representatives

TTLT has three main pathways within our volunteer program: stewardship,
outreach, and office. Stewardship opportunities generally include hands-
on activities such as invasive species removal, seed collecting, and seed
processing. Outreach opportunities involve engaging with community
members through events, educational programs, and community outreach
booths. Office opportunities include a range of administrative tasks that

support the organizational capacity of the land trust. of the tiny, the showy, short-lived
ephemerals, and long-lasting B T
Get started today by filling out the Volunteer Application form online at “endurables.” Also highlighted will be “esday,
https://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/volunteer_application or by signing species having unusual features ot life 73" ch 9 2027
i Pm-
up for an upcoming volunteer event. stories. Local naturalists, Winifred \ 8 Pm

Donate and Dav1(% Wake, will be your guides during this virtual
. . . . Lo presentation.
As an environmental charity, TTLT relies on the generosity of individuals
and organizations to make conservation possible. There are a variety of Registration is required. Event may be subject to change or postponement due
ways to make sure nature is always nearby. to unforeseen circumstances. Additional information will be provided at time of

. . . registration, which opens February 9, 2027 at ttlt.ca.
1. General Donations: the simplest and most flexible way to make an = (GRS R www

impact. Donate online, via e-transfer, or by cheque.

2. Become a Monthly Donor: sign up to become a Nature Guardian, _

providing steady, reliable support for land conservation all year long. r

3. Investmentsr: Donate stocks or securities to invest in protecting nature. hJ
YOUR INTEGRATED PROJECT ADVANTAGE

4. Land Donations: protect the land you love and leave a legacy for all living

beings. = London

3514 White Dak Road
For more information, visit https://www.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/donate_today L m 510-685-5300
or email us at info@ttlt.ca. FLLN = SURVIT = ENGINEIR
St.Thomas
U“mﬁi:iml . ¥ Surveyors 15 5t. Catharine Street
. i 515-631-2212

PROTECT. RESTORE. NURTURE. -

T 4 [
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Go Out
Be Healthy

Woodstock has more than 30 km of trails to get out and enjoy!
Experience nature without leaving the city!

B P
!
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L TESTIMONIALS

Meadow Wildflowers with
Payton Landsborough

“Payton is not only a botanical
encyclopedia, but she is also
knowledgeable about indigenous
history, culture, and knowledge.
She is a treasure to TTLT.”

— 2025 Event Participant

Yoga in Nature with
Leigh Shand

“What a beautiful space for us to
practice with such a wise and gentle
leader to guide through a yoga
practice that honours the earth.”

— 2025 Event Participant

Ric Symmes

®

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.

Our reason is water.

adspipe.ca

43



44

— 1

L NATURE RESERVE

Bradshaw
Conservation Lands

Purchased for less than its full
appraised value through a partial
donation arrangement, Bradshaw
Conservation Lands was acquired
in 2025 in partnership with the

St. Clair Region Conservation
Foundation (SCRCF). The 41-ha
(103-ac) site is part of the protected
wildlife corridor along Black
Creek, where SCRCF has created
a complex of connected natural
areas that support biodiversity. Bradshaw Conservation Lands features
wetland, hawthorn thicket, and mature forest, including 13-ha (32-ac) of
interior forest that supports area-sensitive birds. The site boasts a variety of

Mark Buchanan

provincially rare species, including Shellbark Hickory. This nature reserve
is not open to the public, except for special events.

_ ’ )
|

STRATHROY
¥Y/ enooponics

Specialized Root Canal Care

Wi Lol P ATk, doupeint i iraking @l Uree SR

D practioe ooumes. on acwanced andodontc treatresnt bo e

skl Lot diil el paii

Services Include:

® Hnot Cansl Therapy

# Endodonts Retnasd meit

® Achmneed 30 imagirg (CBCT)

P 33 Caradod 58 South, Unit O | Stratheoy, QN MNAG 2ZP3 | e stra heoysnio.cosm
B 519-245- 7070  Accepting Paferra® | Compemanonats Care | Advanced Technology
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Thank you to the 54 individuals, businesses, and organizations identified in
this booklet that make it possible for Thames Talbot Land Trust (TTLT) to
present the free activities in the Passport to Nature program. Their support
also helps TTLT to protect, restore, and nurture native species and habitats.
We extend our thanks for their generosity and hope that you will support
our supporters.

We express special gratitude to the event leaders, presenters, and other
volunteers who share their time and expertise with our Passport to Nature
participants. These are the people who create the fascinating free events
that provide insight into nature in all four seasons. TTLT also extends its
sincere appreciation to the photographers who have provided the images
that illustrate this Passport booklet.

Throughout the year, TTLT’s dedicated staff supports the Passport program
in many ways, including program administration, participant registration,
volunteer management, communications, and site preparation.

It takes a great deal of creativity, organization, and volunteer effort to

plan and deliver the events in this booklet. Special thanks are due to the
Passport to Nature working group: Darby Alderson, David Belford, Ella Bui,
Alexander Casciano, Terry Grawey, Vicki Hammond, Adrienne James, Daria
Koscinski, André Lachance, Jim Rule, Leigh Shand, Ric Symmes, Bernie
VanDenBelt, Avery Vojvodin, David Wake, and Winifred Wake.

. ~.. Avon Feedmill Inc.
Leowadd 16838 Pumam Rd., Springfisld, ON

S79-269-3968
I f,wi |

www.avonfeadmill.ca
. Dorchester Pet
Fortem S Pt & Country Store

-'-l' 4254 Cathering St.,Dorchester, ON

R 519-268-T63T
Purina Complete line of all animal feed, Custom Mixes
available, Horse Health Products,

@ Masterfeeds saines soms e
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Become a Nature Guardian
Momthly giving iz a symbaol of your commitment (o making our
communities greener and healthier, now and for generstions to
come. By becoming a monthly donor to Thames Talbot Land

Trust. you will join a community of committed Nature
Guardians who are vital to the long-term protection of nature.

Become a monthly donor online at:
httpe/waw.thamestalbotlandtrust.ca/monthly _giving
OR
Cut out this page and complete the following:
» Request the "Terms and Conditions™ from Daria
(daria koscinski@itlt.ca or 519.858.344.2)
# Fill out the form below and attach a VOID cheque

» Mail to Thames Talbot Land Trust
P.0. Box 26064
London, ON NeC A8

NATURE

L mwowld ke to faln TTLTs emakl L.

I(We) avthorize Thames Talbot Land Trust to process a debit - in paper
or electromic, or other form - in the amount of § om my{our)
aceount on the first day of each month beginning 1,

L HIES

I{we) acknowledge that Hiwe) have read, understosd and sceepred all
the provizions in the Terms and Conditions set out in & scparate
document,

Signature(s):

Date:

OUR COMMUNITY IS
OUR PRIORITY

Proud to support

Thames Talbot M
Land Trust

LERNERS

LONDON | KITCHENER-WATERLOO | STRATHROY | TORONTO
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