
May 2, 2022

Ron Klain
White House Chief of Staff
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

CC: Dana Remus, White House Counsel

Via Email: ronald.a.klain@who.eop.gov

Dear Mr. Klain:

I write on behalf of Universities Allied for Essential Medicines (UAEM), a global movement of students
who believe that our universities have a responsibility to improve global access to public health and
life-saving medicines. We request assurance that White House officials with financial conflicts of interest
recuse themselves from the review of the petition asking the government to march-in and exercise other
rights to the life-saving prostate cancer drug Xtandi (enzalutamide) originally developed with funds from
the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and Department of Defense (DOD) at the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA). In this letter, we focus on the actual or apparent conflicts of interest concerning
Steven Ricchetti, Counselor to President Biden.

Ricchetti Inc., the lobbying firm that Steven Ricchetti co-founded with his brother Jeff Ricchetti,
represents pharmaceutical corporations or trade associations such as PhRMA, GlaxoSmithKline, Vaxart,
and Horizon Therapeutics, and it was recently reported that Jeff Ricchetti received more than $300,000
from the pharmaceutical industry in the past three months alone.

Federal law prohibits officers or employees of the executive branch from “substantially” participating in a
matter in which the officer or employee, his or her spouse or child, or any organization with which he or
she is affiliated “has a financial interest” in the outcome of the matter. See 18 U.S.C. § 208(a).

http://uaem.org
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/uaem/pages/1262/attachments/original/1642176700/Xtandi_Xavier_Becerra_Letter_2022_.pdf?1642176700


Pharmaceutical corporations and trade associations which Ricchetti Inc. is currently representing have
voiced strong opposition to the government granting the relief requested in the Xtandi petition. Jeff

Ricchetti and Steven Ricchetti’s close familial relationship and former joint lobbying partnership present
compelling reasons to question Steven Ricchetti’s ability to participate impartially in the proceedings.
Even if an actual conflict of interest does not exist, the appearance of one is reason enough to recuse Mr.
Ricchetti, when public trust in government institutions is at an all-time low.

Restoring ethical conduct to the White House and lowering drug prices are two of President Biden’s
stated priorities for his administration. Ensuring Mr. Ricchetti has no involvement in the Xtandi petition is
integral to accomplishing both objectives.

Sincerely,

Merith Basey MSc
Executive Director, North America
On behalf of Universities Allied for Essential Medicines (UAEM)


