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Relationship-building between Aboriginal people and Toronto’s diverse communities will be the theme of three workshops at The Meeting Place: Truth and Reconciliation Toronto 2012, a groundbreaking regional conference in support of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) process that will be held at the Sheraton Centre Hotel from May 31st to June 2nd, 2012.  All are welcome to attend.

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was established as a result of the 2007 Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement, with a mandate to inform all Canadians about what happened in the 150-year history of the residential schools, and to guide and inspire a process of reconciliation and renewed relationships based on mutual understanding and respect.  The Meeting Place: Truth and Reconciliation Toronto 2012 is a community-led and community-funded collaboration with the TRC that will raise public awareness of the schools’ impacts on survivors, their families, and their communities through official testimony by survivors to the TRC,  plenary sessions, workshops, a youth program, displays, art, and lunch and banquet speakers. 

The three workshops are  “New Immigrants, Multiculturalism and Reconciliation: Some Decolonizing Approaches,”  “Visioning Across the Three Pillars of White Supremacy, ”and “Racialized People on Colonized Land.” 

Those interested in attending should register as soon as possible as space is limited and the conference is expected to be fully booked.  

The Meeting Place: Truth and Reconciliation Toronto 2012
Date: May 31st to June 2nd, 2012

Location: Sheraton Centre Hotel, 
123 Queen St. W., Toronto ON

Opening Ceremonies: May 31st (Free)

Conference Day One: June 1st ($30)

Conference Day Two: June 2nd ($30)
or both days for $50
All days FREE for Youth and Survivors

For further information or to register, go to www.councilfire.ca or contact Patricia Schuyler, Toronto Council Fire Native Cultural Centre, 416-360-4350 ext. 241.

RACE RELATIONS WORKSHOPS AT “THE MEETING PLACE: TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION TORONTO 2012”

MAY 31-JUNE 2, 2012

SHERATON CENTRE HOTEL

NEW IMMIGRANTS, MULTICULTURALISM AN
RECONCILIATION:  SOME DECOLONIZING APPROACHES

Facilitator: HARSH ZARAN 

Friday, June 1, 2012 1:00-2:30pm
What is the role of new immigrants in the reconciliation process?  How is Canadian identity shaped by multiculturalism, and how does it impact perceptions of new immigrants towards indigenous peoples?  How do different histories of colonialism intersect and inform attitudes of new immigrants and indigenous peoples?  If new immigrants are also ‘settlers’, what does that mean in light of history, race, class, gender, sexuality, ability, and age?  How can we build decolonized alliances and solidarity between such diverse groups of people?  These are some of the questions that will animate this workshop. The aim is to explore these topics to better understand the process of reconciliation, and how new immigrants need to be involved in this dialogue. 


VISIONING ACROSS THE THREE PILLARS OF WHITE SUPREMACY

Facilitators: BONITA LAWRENCE, ZAINAB AMADAHY

Friday, June 1, 2012 2:45-4:30pm
As co-authors of “Indigenous Peoples and Black People in Canada: Settlers or Allies”, Bonita Lawrence and Zainab Amadahy will be leading a discussion that explores the why of Indigenous and other racialized communities building healthy relationships across our differences.  Do we know each others’ stories?  When and how have we been friends and allies to each other?  What are the tensions in our relationships?  What are the gifts?  How do we vision the new and wondrous world we are creating together?
RACIALIZED PEOPLE ON COLONIZED LAND

Facilitators: R3, URBAN ALLIANCE ON RACE RELATIONS 

Saturday, June 2, 2012 1:00-2:30pm
This workshop will explore the role that racialized people have on indigenous land in aligning with indigenous sovereignty and stewardship rights.  Through a talking circle, movement, drama/tableaux/skit, song or drawing participants will address the questions: What do you understand about Indigenous Sovereignty and stewardship rights on Turtle Island?  What does it mean to be a Racialized person on Indigenous land?  How can Racialized people negotiate the colonial Eurocentric landscape and be allies to Indigenous peoples?
Presenter Bios:

HARSH ZARAN
Harsh Zaran recently concluded his graduate studies at the Munk School of Global Affairs from the University of Toronto, and he also holds a graduate degree in International Law and Human Rights.  In 2011, he conducted research for the Canadian Truth and Reconciliation Commission on the role of non-white settlers in the reconciliation process.  He has also worked as a Research-Lead with indigenous Kichwa communities in the Ecuadorian Amazon on a land-claims case.  In the past year, he was a research assistant for Dr. Michael Ignatieff and conducted research on a variety of topics for class lectures, panel discussions, and writing projects.  He has delivered presentations and facilitated workshops for indigenous and non-indigenous audiences on human rights, transitional justice, governance, reconciliation, and conflict resolution.  He is originally from Ahmedabad, India, and now lives in Toronto with his wife and two children. 
BONITA LAWRENCE
 Bonita Lawrence (Mi’kmaw) teaches Indigenous Studies at York University. She is the author of “Real” Indians and Others: Mixed-Blood Urban Native People and Indigenous Nationhood. UBC Press, 2004, as well as co-editor (with Kim Anderson) of Strong Women Stories: Native Vision and Community Survival (Sumach Press 2003), and an edition of Atlantis: A Women’s Studies Journal, entitled Indigenous Women: The State of Our Nations.  Her upcoming book, Fractured Homeland: Federal Recognition and Algonquin Identity in Ontario, will be released this summer.  She has written and taught in the area of Indigenous-settler relations for the past eight years.
ZAINAB AMADAHY
 Of African American and Cherokee heritage, Zainab Amadahy is a singer/songwriter, author and community worker.  Among her publications is the novel Moons of Palmares. Her recent writings can be found on rabble.caand Muskrat Magazine, both online publications.
R3
 
R3: (Roots Rhythms Resistance) is an artists’ collective recovering indigenous roots and resisting colonial oppression through music, dance, visual art and theatre for and by marginalized peoples, with a particular focus on queer communities of colour and queer Indigenous communities.  Our members include a diverse group of people working to build strong artistic communities where grassroots social justice art can be created and presented in safe and supportive environments.  The art that is produced addresses the issues we face as a community of mostly Indigenous and queer people of colour, namely racism, colonization, homophobia, classism, sexism, ableism etc.  It is created with the hope of fostering a dialogue that reaches across diverse communities, and promotes anti-oppressive education and expression.
 

JAMAIAS DACOSTA
Jamaias DaCosta is a musical artist, writer and activist journalist, and is mixed identified of Jamaican (Colombian, Portuguese, African, Jewish), Kanienkehaka (Mohawk), Irish and Métis background. Through broadcast and print journalism, music, creative writing, and education her work consistently involves an exploration of resistance and examination of colonial oppression, decolonial thought and processes and cultural expressions.  Through her administrative work in radio over the last decade, Jamaias has collaborated with dozens of festivals, NGOs, community and grassroots organizations including R3 Collective, Girls in Transition, Parkdale Youth Festival, Dignitas, Tropicana Community Centre, Casa Canadiense, Inside Out, TIFF, aluCine, MAD Pride and others to help promote various community events.  Jamaias is Host and Producer of The Vibe Collective on CIUT 89.5FM and was recently hired as the Executive Producer of Indigenous Waves Radio, also on CIUT 89.5FM.  As a musical performer, her roots in hip hop culture as well as her love of most genres of music informs a unique sound and style that frequently challenges boundaries.  Jamaias is also a workshop facilitator and has held workshops at schools in the Toronto District School Board, as well as the University of Toronto around stereotypes; Indigenous education and decolonial thought.  Jamaias has also worked with Caribbean Tales and has written for the CBC, First Nations House Magazine, U of T’s Independent Weekly and several news and community blogs.

URBAN ALLIANCE ON RACE RELATIONS (UARR)
Formed in 1975, the UARR is a non-profit charitable organization that works primarily and proactively with the community, public and private sectors to provide educational programs and research, which are critical in addressing racism in our society. www.urbanalliance.ca
 
ASHLEY MCFARLANE
Ashley McFarlane is an activist, artist, and communications practitioner, committed to exploring and sharing the ability of alternative media to empower individuals and communities.  She has worked in radio, print, and film and is currently coordinating the Gender Violence Community Accountability Media Project for the Urban Alliance on Race Relations.  Ashley received her BA in Communications and Culture from the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.  She also designs clothing and accessories inspired by her Jamaican Maroon heritage. www.asikereafana.com
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