
 

 

July 18, 2022  

    
Hon. Marco Mendicino  
Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
269 Laurier Avenue West 
Ottawa ON  K1A 0P8 
 
Dear Hon. Minister Mendicino: 

Re:  Request for a public inquiry into the death of Rojun Alphonse 

  
On July 10, 2022, after a public safety incident in our First Nation, the RCMP were deployed to our 
community.  The escalation of the situation led to the death of one of our members, a father of four 
children, and a valued and loved individual.  
  
Sadly, this tragedy has driven home to us again that the standards of public safety and policing in 
our community is inadequate and discriminatory.  We do not have culturally safe and appropriate 
responses to family crises.  This too often results in tragedies and federal laws and policies have 
driven this clear discrimination.  
  
Like the failed policies in child welfare and safe drinking water, Canada should not permit this 
horrible and discriminatory policing to continue.  We have no effective recourse to address our 
concerns about the kind of policing we receive, and it certainly is not appropriate given the needs of 
our community for proper de-escalation of conflict, use of cultural values and norms, and properly 
trained and accountable police on the ground.   
  
It is long overdue for a proper public inquiry into policing of First Nations in British Columbia and a 
commitment to making changes that are needed to prevent these tragedies. 
  
A father has died in our community, and we believe it is because of discrimination in policing and 
public safety services that are deficient, colonial, and discriminatory.  
  
I call on you to convene a public inquiry into this incident and the systemic issues of policing and 
public safety in First Nations in British Columbia.  I am supported by the Union of British Columbia 
Indian Chiefs in making this request. 
  
Time for change is urgent and overdue.  Sadly, we have lost another member because of this 
situation and the harm and toll on our families and community adds to the intergenerational harm 
and discrimination we experience. 
  



 

 

I urge you to act immediately.  I request a meeting with you in British Columbia as soon as possible 
to hear your response to this letter and what you intend to do to address discrimination in policing 
and public safety.  
  
Sincerely, 

 
WILLIAMS LAKE FIRST NATION 
 
Per:   

 

 

 

  

 Chief Willie Sellars  

 
cc: WLFN Council 
 Right Hon. Justin Trudeau 
 Hon. Marc Miller 
 Hon. John Horgan 
 Hon. David Eby, Q.C. 
 Hon. Mike Farnworth 

Todd Doherty, MP 
Lorne Doerkson, MLA 
 
  

  

 
 

 


