100 Years of UJS:

A century of Jewish students’ activism;
leading, defending and enriching Jewish
life at university and beyond. Looking to

the past to inspire the future.



UJs Office 2019/20
Esther Offenberg (President)
Georgia Boroda Daniel Kosky
Bradley Langer Lauren Lethbridge
Shiri Woolf

Louise Cohen Georgie Levine Arieh Miller
Nick Sunshine Natacha Woodcock

Designed and Edited by
Yaffa Judah (Manchester J-Soc)
Talia Misan (Manchester J-Soc)

UJS Office
Office 1, 353-359 Finchley Road
London NW3 6ET
Telephone: 02074243299

All Rights Reserved
© Copyright 2019

Produced Exclusively for UJS100
www.ujs.org.uk | info@ujs.org.uk



Welcome

Esther Offenberg

When | first started at university, | could have never
imagined | would be writing an infroduction for the
book marking UJS’ Centenary. | have the honour of
leading this incredible Union, my Union, info ifs next
centenary - it is incomprehensible and so thriling at the
same time.

Even though everyone has their own motivations for
being active on campus, it all comes from a place of
care and a drive to enact change to create a befter
and more fulfiling place in the world. Eventually we all
have to move on from university life, but that doesn’t
mean that any of our hard work disappears.

As we were getting ready for our centenary, | came
across more and more incredible campaigns,
resources and endless fascinating stories from UJS’ past
and | could not be prouder to be part of this history
and do my part for all our past, current and future
Jewish students in the next 100 years fo come.

Esther Offenberg
UJS President 2019-2020




Introduction

Mauvurice Helfgott

My own experiences of UJS as Chair of Manchester University J-Soc in 1985 -were among
the happiest and most energetic of my life. Like generations of Jewish students before
and since, we lived the values of the organisation — learning by organising for ourselves
literally dozens of events per ferm that celebrated Jewish life together, independent of
‘denomination’, and advocating for Jewish Students and for Israel in the Union.

The friendships and the memories have lasted a lifetime and the collective impact
of UJS illustrated through these pages reiterates the formative and central role it has
played in British Jewish Life as Jewish students active in J Soc and UJS have gone on
to confribute back fo the community in active lay and professional leadership roles, in
every generation.

Our Community has consistently and generously funded the activity celebrated in
these pages alongside the infrastructure to support it. The purpose of the UJS Trustee
Board - itself an evolution of Bnai Brith Hillel Foundation led formidably for so many
years by Fred Worms Z"L —is to raise the funds and provide practical continuity for UJS’
evolving needs.

Thumbing through 100 years of UJS History provokes nostalgic pride in both our students
and our community’s long-term commitment to their success. As the person who just
happens to be Chairing the UJS Trustee Board on behalf of our Community in this
Centenary year, it is my privilege to sincerely thank every individual and institutional
donor, and every volunteer, professional and Trustee, throughout the last 100 years!

Consistent with our modus operandi, it is a small sample of the students you've enabled
that are featuredin these pages, while supporters rightly remain firmly in the background.
That support has been and continues to be hugely appreciated, and indeed remains
indispensable. We can be confident of a strong and successful future for both — with
your active and continued support.

Maurice Helfgott
Chair, Board of Trustees



Foreword

Sir Victor Blank

The youth of the Jewish Community is key to the Community’s future and vibrancy,
and this is particularly frue of Jewish students at University. Nothing is more important
than ensuring that students, during their time at University, are able comfortably to
maintain links with the Jewish Community and their Judaism.

My links with UJS go back to 1962 when | was Vice Chairman of UJS (then called
The Inter University Jewish Federation), and it has continued. In 1996 | was asked
to appoint and Chair a Committee to look at the ways in which the Community
could most effectively support Jewish student life on campus. We produced a
report called “Every Student Matters” with 39 recommendations — to everyone’s
astonishment every one of those was implemented! And | then spent many years
with the honour of chairing the Trustees of this great organisation.

| am proud of my ongoing connection with UJS. We have so many amazing
students participating in Jewish life on campus and then taking on significant roles in
community leadership. We have produced some of the most talented young people
I have had the privilege of meeting and it is so gratifying to realise that UJS has been
a part of encouraging their community involvement. Each year we welcome a new
team of sabbatical officers in UJS, driving our Jewish student movement forward
with their ideas and enthusiasm. And | hope that they would acknowledge the
contribution that UJS has made to their careers, their commitment and their lives.

As | furn each page of this book, | am reminded of the importance of our work, the
importance of our students and the importance of this organisation. | hope you will
enjoy reading the book and be as encouraged as | am by what we have achieved
and about the UJS contribution fo our community.

Sir Victor Blank
10th September 2019



UJS Sabbatical Team 2019-2020
Left to right: Daniel Kosky, Esther Offenberg (President), Aaron Benderski,
Bradley Langer, Mor Sofer, Lauren Lethbridge, Georgia Boroda, Shiri Woolf.
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Editors’ Note

& Acknowledgements

On July 17th 1919, the Jewish Inter-University Association of Great Britain and Ireland was
established by 8 pioneering Jewish Societies - Cambridge, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, London,
Manchester, Oxford and Sheffield. With the existence of passionate yet individual Jewish Societies
scattered across the UK there was a growing need to house the pride of British Jewish students. The
establishment of the sole Jewish student body in the UK set the wheels in motion for a century of
collective Jewish students’ activism across Europe and across the world.

The idea to create the Jewish student body was conceived by D. B Stanhill, however, Harry Dagut,
who had founded the Manchester Jewish Students Association two years prior, was the leading
force behind its early success. Dagut was the first National Chair and held the role until 1925. The
name of the Association was changed to the Inter University Jewish Federation (.U.J.F.) and, more
recently, I.U.J.F. has become the Union of Jewish Students of the UK and Ireland (UJS).

It is an impossible task to tell the entire history of UJS and to fully do justice to the work carried out
by the Jewish student leaders of yesterday. Much of the hard work behind UJS' doors, whether that
was out of a bedroom orin an office, has occurred with little thought of it being written about in the
future. Students, partners, parents, alumni and those who have been involved with UJS, in whatever
capacity, have, without a doubt, touched hundreds of thousands of Jewish lives over the years and
across the world and they continue to do so. The hand that writes the history of UJS, and the future
of our Jewish community, changes year on year; the legacy is passed on and those who pursue
it do so for the students that they represent. We urge this work to continue because from it stems
greatness which in turn shapes the landscape of our future community.

Thanks to the support, insight and guidance of countless UJS Alumni, we have been able to
formulate this book which is in no way a complete history of UJS but the tip of a very large iceberg.
Through the pages of this book you can see the remarkable activism of Jewish students, generation
after generation, keeping, guarding and passing on our heritage with a love of Judaism and a bit
of chutzpah. We are sure that UJS will continue to inspire future Jewish leaders for generations to
come as it has done for so many already.

Yaffa Judah & Talia Misan
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l l “Social union between Jewish students seems to me to be a
really important project. It is in the highest interest of the Jewish
community that common traditions and cares should be shared by
all and in particular, that the cultural element should not set itself
apart. It is also invaluable from the psychological point of view that
Jewish students should primarily make contact with one another.
This would foster a healthy spirit of self assurance and cohesion
which might be easily endangered by adaptation to an incongruous ’ ’

environment.”’

- Albert Einstein, 1932

l l The Federation owes its formation (1919) to a strong feeling in the mind of the Jewish student that
he has his own religious, cultural and social problems to solve and that, as he alone can understand
and feel what those problems are, he alone can attempt to solve them... The Jewish Student in Great
Britain and Ireland has in the last half-century received absolutely fair treatment in the British
Universities and there is no truer-hearted alumnus of any University than the Jewish student. But
the Jewish student, in his inmost being, feels this loyalty is not enough. At the University and away
from it, a voice is always questioning him, “What are you doing for Judaism?’ Whether we regard
Judaism as a creed or as a mere matter of race, it will be agreed that it is a distinct way of life.

The Jew has his age-long history, his separate religious institutions, his traditions, his educational
systems, his customs, his language and literature. The danger for the student lies in the fact that

being in the minority at every University his non-Jewish interests and pre-occupations might absorb

his whole mind and heart, while his Jewish faculty becomes atrophied. To counter this tendency

Jewish Student Societies were formed, purely in self-defence, though fortunately in Great Britain in
self-defence against no academic persecution or intolerance. ’

- Extract from Mr. Harry Dagut’s address to the National Union of Student’s Congress, held at
Oxford, on “The LU.J.F. - it’s aims and achievements”, printed in the first I.U.J.F. magazine 1925



In the Beginning

In the 19th century, assimilation in Western Europe and the Haskalah
(Jewish Enlightenment) meant that Jews were emancipated from
the cultural bubble and encouraged to open up to their surroundings
as Jewish citizens. Subsequently a desire to express their Jewishness
and reaffirm their identity in wider society led to independent Jewish
societies cropping up around Britain from 1902. Inifially the activity of
these societies was transient; a ‘vagueness of purpose’ (Harry Dagut)
meant that their presence was somewhat introverted. With consistent,
grumbling antisemitism, it was not uncommon for Jewish activity to take
place discreetly. This all changed after the Balfour Declaration in 1917.
Extroverted pride in being Jewish and newfound purpose prompted new
forms of leadership in the British Jewish community and ultimately the
establishment of what later became I.U.J.F.
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Building Foundations
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Jewish Student Societies

are founded across the UK:
Cambridge ,h7 July l]91t9 X

] The Jewish Inter-University April 1924

Edinburgh Association of Great Britain Thg 1.U.J.F. champions the
Glasgow and Ireland is established crealien o lhe Ware Uien
Leeds by eight Jewish Student of Jewish Students (WUJS)
Liverpool Sociefies. in Antwerp, Belgium.
London Inter University Jewish Federation
Manchester
Oxford

Dec 1919

A Jewish Students Union is
formed in Dublin with the
objects of promoting an interest
in Jewish history and literature
and of promoting social life
among Dublin Jewish students.

;Second Wave Aliyah. Balfour Declaration: 1917-1948, British Mandate in Palestine
i The number of Jews in Palestine grew about threefold in the 1920s, reaching 160,000




August 1924
|.U.J.F. holds one of the
first Summer Schools

at Leamington Spa, as
reported in the Jewish
Chronicle.
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17 July 1919: The Jewish Inter-University Federation is established

The Jewish Inter-University Association of Great Britain and Ireland was founded by eight pioneering
societies: Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Cambridge, London, Sheffield, Glasgow and Oxford.
The Association’s main activities were a Summer School and Winter Conference. The idea was
conceived by D. B Stanhill but the leading force behind its early success was Harry Dagut, who had
founded the Manchester Jewish Students Association two years earlier. Dagut was the first National
Chair and held the role until af least 1925. Soon after the Association was founded, its members
changed the name to the Inter-University Jewish Federation (I.U.J.F.) at the annual conference.

Source: ‘Provincial News’, The Jewish Chronicle, 1 August 1919, p. 24
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~ A Jewish Btudenta’ Union has been formed with the object of promod.
ing an interest in Jewish and literature and of Erqnodngmdﬂ .
life Amongmm Jowish ta. Rabbl Dr. 1. Hersog, M.A., Is
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The following are the officers and Commi ; Mesars. M. Bwarsborg,
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12 December 1919: A Jewish Students Union in Dublin

A Jewish Students Union is formed in Dublin, aiming to promote an interest in Jewish History and
literature as well as to promote Jewish life among the Jewish students in Dublin. The Committee
is announced, as well as an event titled “Jews - the Advancement of Science”, featuring Dr |
Herzog - Isaac Halevi Herzog, the first Chief Rabbi of Ireland and first Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of British

Mandate Palestine, then subsequently of the State of Israel.

Source: The Jewish Chronicle, 12 December 1919



World Union
of Jewish
Students

April 1924: The Creation of the World Union of Jewish Students

IUJF champions the creation of the World Union of Jewish Students (WUJS) in Antwerp, Belgium.
WUJS was founded by Hersch Lauterpacht in 1924 with the aims of “Fostering the unity of Jewish
students worldwide [and] striving to ensure their participation in the fulfillment of the aspirations of
the Jewish people, its confinuity, and the development of its religious, spiritual, cultural and social
heritage.”

The first President of WUJS was Albert Einstein, whose Vice-Presidents included Chaim Weizman,
Chaim Nachman Bialik and Sigmund Freud. Einstein was succeeded by Ernst Bergmann, who was
himself succeeded by David Ben Gurion, the first Prime Minister of the State of Israel. You can learn
more by reading “The Kids Are Alright” by journalist Matthew Kalman, which details the remarkable,
rich, and sometimes unbelievable history of WUJS through the years.

Source: WUJS Website, https://wujs.org.il/about/
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8 August 1924: I.U.J.F. Summer School

Announcement of the Inter-University Jewish Federation Summer School at Leamington Spa.
Organised by the Education Committee, arange of interesting lectures are scheduled: “The Jew in
Art”, “Judaism and the World Problem”, “The World Union of Jewish Students”, “Shakespeare and
the Jew”, “The Conftributions of the Jew to the solution of Modern Problems”, “The work of Jewish
Literary Societies”, “A Jewish Drama League” and, “Jewish Aspects of Music”.

Some sessions are to be conducted in Hebrew and attendants are advised o bring prayer books
for daily services.

Source: The Jewish Chronicle, 8 August 1924, p.11
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World Umion of Jewish Students.
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April 1925: Palestine Trip

I.U.J.F. sends 26 delegates on a successful trip, organised by the World Union of Jewish Students, to
Palestine for the opening of the Hebrew University. The total frip fee is given as £14.

Source: The Jewish Chronicle, 1925
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June 1925: The Inter-University Jewish Federation’s First Magazine

The first 1.U.J.F. Magazine is published by the Inter-University Jewish Federation of Great Britain &
Ireland on the eve of their Seventh Annual Conference. The Magazine is a compilation of essays,
articles and first-hand accounts of Jewish Student Societies of these years. The following pages
hold extracts of the 36-page publication. It is the oldest existing document produced by .U.J.F.

Source: The Jewish Museum Archives, I.U.J.F. Magazine, Vol.1 No.3, 1925, 36 Pages
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“From the beginning we have sought, as
fundamental, to strengthen the spirit of fellowship
in our midst and to base this fellowship on
knowledge - of ourselves, of our people and of
our common spiritual heritage.”

“The renaissance of our people is taking place before our
very eyes... In this renaissance we have work to do, and
we dare not fail our people.”

June 1925: Extracts from I.U.J.F.’s First Magazine Foreword by D.B. Stanhill,
Chairman

The work of UJS today has progressed, although the fundamental of strengthening a spirit of
fellowship between those who share a commonality sfill lies at the heart of our activities. Bringing
Jewish students together through social, spiritual and intellectual activities, with UJS's core values
at their heart, builds on the foundations laid and allows Jewish students fo lead a Jewish life in
whatever way they see fit.

Source: The Jewish Museum Archives, |.U.J.F. Magazine, Vol.1 No.3, 1925, Foreword, p.3

13



Impressions of the inauguration ceremony on Mount Scopus

"One noted with special pleasure the white turbans of Arab visitors who had accepted
invitations to aftend. Their presence signified that there was a section of the Arab
people unaffected by the propaganda of agitators. It likewise inspired the hope of an
amicable relationship and friendly co-operation between the heterogeneous elements
which compromise the population of the Holy Land.”

...on the High Commissioner’s speech : “roused intense enthusiasm by concluding
his speech with the traditional benediction shehecheyanu. In that final sentence
spoke Sir Herbert Samuel the Jew, rather than the official representative of the British
Government.”

...on Lord Balfour’s Speech: “those who questioned the selection of a non-Jew to
have the honour of declaring the Hebrew University open must have had their doubts
stilled as they beheld the veteran Statesman, the ex-Prime Minister of Great Britain, who
had fravelled thousands of miles, demonstrate his sympathy with Jewish idealism.”

-The Rev. Dr. A. Cohen, p.7 &8

June 1925: Extracts from the Inter-University Jewish Federation First Magazine

These are extracts from the I.U.J.F. Magazine, covering the celebrations of the opening of the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem which initiated a long standing relationship between the two
institutions.

What would it have meant to have I.U.J.F. delegates attend this inspirational ceremonye What
would they have taken home from this experience? How would this have influenced their strategy
and motivations that they then injected info their work for the Jewish students of Britain?

Source: The Jewish Museum Archives, |.U.J.F. Magazine, Vol.1 No.3, 1925, p.7 & 8
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“That the true genius of the people
- the spirit of the ancient Hebrew
prophets - dormant in lands of
dispersion, may revive in the
inspiring environment of Zion, and S} T T—
rejuvenated Israel again bringing _-an- e %5’ 3
humanity a message of hope e T e ‘ .
and hedaling ... that was the vision : -y auz
conjured up by the singers’ words. T o o g
That the University may become a
centre of intellectual and spiritual
enlightenment, proclaiming the
vital truth.”

--The Rev. Dr. A. Cohen, p.9 ” § :

The Opening of the Hebrew University

“The new university will help to focalise Jewish
infellectual fendencies and bring out what is best in
them; and in the end this result, which will be good for
the Jews, will be good also for Europe and the rest of
the world.”

- Samuel Alexander. p.5

Source: The Jewish Museum Archives, I.U.J.F. Magazine, Vol.1 No.3, 1925, p.5 & 9
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1928: David Lloyd George speaks at I.U.J.F.’s Jewish Student Meeting

Recently elected Prime Minister, David Lloyd George speaks at the Jewish Intervarsity Students
meeting at Bangor, Wales. Includes Rev Abraham Cohen of Birmingham (left) and Mr Wartski
(second left), from the North Wales Jewish community.

Source: Jewish Museum, London, Catalogue Reference: JML/848.7
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December 1928: The I.U.J.F. Meets in Leeds
I.U.J.F.’s 10th anniversary is celebrated, with 13 Jewish Student Societies at its 10th annual
conference. The 'deplorable’ condition of Jewish students is discussed and there are efforts made

to support students financially. The World Union of Jewish Students conference is held in Paris and is
invited ‘to hold its Infernational Summer School in England next summer’.

Source: JTA, Jewish Daily Bulletin, 14 January 1929, p. 2 & 4
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[930-1939

The Early Years



1930 1932

1930-1939

The Early Years

11 May 1932
Letter received from Albert
Einstein on the occasion of the
inauguration of the Student
Common Room in London.

1 May 1934

P. D. J. Druiff, Chairman of
the I.U.J.F. of Great Britain,
acts as secretary of the
Jewish delegation to the
League of Nations session in
Geneva.

1933: 250,000 Jews in Palestine

11934: Commencement of Aliyah Bet, the

second wave of Aliah

20



1934

i 4th October 1936: The Battle of Cable

i Street. 300,000 Jewish, Communist,

i Labourites and other anti-fascists turned
i out to block the fascist march.

1936-1945

Jewish students in the UK raise almost
£2,000 (approximately £80,000 today)

to support the efforts of the World
University Service, then the International
Students Service, in assisting students
seeking refuge outside of Nazi-occupied
territory.

1939

£1939: Outbreak of WW2. ‘Despite severe
irestrictions on Jewish immigration, around 90,000
tare allowed to settle in Britain from European
imainland (10,000 from kindertransport)’

i 1938: The Jewish Defence Committee is created
i and takes on the British Union of Facists in

i meetings and on the streets

{9 November 1938: Kristallnacht pogrom against
i Jews is carried out by SA paramilitary forces and
i civilians throughout Nazi Germany

21



1929-1930: Inter-University Jewish Federation, Summer School, Harrogate

These photographs belonge to Dr Max Forsby who was born in 1908 in Bialystok, Poland (formerly
Russia) with 15 siblings. Before the war, Dr Forsby and his family moved to Belgium, then Leeds and
finally London, where he became involved in I.U.J.F. These photos have kindly been provided by Dr
Forsby's daughter, Leila Braude.
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Source: Museum of the Jewish People - Beth Hatefutsoth, Photo Archive, courtesy of Leila Braude (nee Forsby), England
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11 May1932: Letter from Albert Einstein

On the occasion of the Student Common Room inauguration, Thursday 5th May 1932, Albert
Einstein among other outstanding people were invited to the opening in London. Einstein was
unable to attend but sent a letter in response which is translated from German overleaf.

Source: B'nai B'rith, A Record of Fifty Years, 1960, p.72
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To the B'nai B'rith Lodge in London and the Executive of the
Jewish Studetis” Commeon Room in London.

[ was very pleased to receive your kind invitation. Had it not
been for special circumstances which kept me away from London,
I wnu]d, ufc‘nu:se, have been very gl:].d to accept.

Social union between Jewish students seems to me to be a
really important project. It is in the highest interest of the Jewish
commumnity that common traditions and cares should be shared
by all and, in particular, that the eultured element should not set
itself apart. Ir is also valuable from the psychological point of
view that Jewish students should primarily make contact with
onc another, This should foster a healthy spirit of sclf-assurance
and cohesion which might casily be endangered by adaptation to
a7 INCongruous cnvironment,

With best wishes, T remain,
Yours,
A. EINSTEIN,

Source: B'nai B'rith, A Record of Fifty Years, 1960, p.72
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1 May1934: I.U.J.F. attends Ninth League of Nations Session in Geneva

Itis reported in the Jewish Daily Bulletin, New York that P. D. J. Druiff, Chairman of the I.U.J.F. of Great
Britain, attended the League of Nations session in Geneva. Challenges that face Jewish students
in universities around the world were discussed. Presidents of WUJS at the fime included Dr Albert
Einstein, Chaim Nachman Bialik, Professor S. Dubnow, Professor Sigmund Freud, Sir Phillip Hartog
and Dr Chaim Weizmann.

Source: Sourced by Stephen Murray, JTA, Jewish Daily Bulletin, 1 May 1934, p.5
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1933: Perlzweig at Conference in London regarding refugees from Nazi Germany

Source: B'nai B'rith, A Record of Fifty Years, 1960, p.60
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940-1949

Championing Jewish Pride

1941-1942

The 23rd I.U.J.F.
Conference is held and
is chaired by Vivian
(later Chaim) Herzog,
the President of I.U.J.F.,
who later became the
6th President of Israel.

1941 1945

194
0 To73

1940: 500,000 Jews in Palestine

&l : .
e \ : 19 April 1943: Warsaw
- s : Ghetto Uprising
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November 1945
London: 100+ members.
Leeds: 100+ members.
Dublin: 80+ members
Glasgow: 80+ members
Cambridge: 80+ members

University of Bristol Jewish
Society holds its first meeting.



1947

[.U.J.F. Summer School takes
place in Hove 1947/48.
Booklets are produced about
Prague because a few
Czech Jewish students had
come that year, before the
Communist Coup.

:

1947 1948 1949

: 14 May 1948
: Establishment of the
1945 i State of Israel; War of

I.U.J.F. is the only Jewish : Independence begins.
Students’ Union in Europe : :

left standing after World War
Il. Total I.U.J.F. membership is
approaching the four-figure

mark.

2 September 1945:
{End of World War ll
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INTER-UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE
- Students’ Resolution on Jl'llili Arfy
SOCIAL SURYEYS UNDERTAEEM
: |Frem cwr Covrespondent)
1T, FER g s 6, I

TR Tty LT el TR B
]
L e M Horel N Coariman,

- 1 Zhonisa aciivicles,

ﬁEIT-\II-I wa N the gonlerence io the Bachad
Tai wing asrasged IE miveruily Harvewing Schesses  and
q-hl-‘lmr!li_l.mll e I i,

Mr, H. Lowsaberg, Secretary, reporied thal &

The Treasmrer, b his t, poinied omd  ihad  he 1
sowroes of incomee, wNich mkintaingd 1he Federavion, had
dried owing 13 war-lime condileens snd fupecially Lo ihe

1941-1942: 23rd IUJF Conference chaired by Chaim Herzog

The 23rd annual conference of the I.U.J.F. is held in Manchester, alongside the third annual meeting
of the Universities Zionist Council ordained by the Chairman, Vivian (Chaim) Herzog. The current
state of Jewish student activity at universities across the U.K. and Ireland is discussed; a rise in

engagement is noted across both countries.
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——UNIVERSITY-NEWS — -
LULLF, and the Hebrew Universiiy

1
F_8

E%ﬁ::ﬁ:ﬂﬂ plms e

2 May 1941: 1.U.J.F. and the Hebrew University

A report of activities is published in the Jewish Chronicle highlighting the I.U.J.F. and its relationship
with student bodies worldwide. A summary by the Leeds Jewish Students’ Association states that
‘owing fo the war, they had fewer outside speakers but more meetings because of the greater
student effort.’

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 2 May 1941, p.19
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- BDOKS FOR JEWISH PRISONERS OF WAR g
The Inter-University Jewish Federation, working in conjunc-
tion with he |nternational Hdﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂu % cndcavouring
to send Jowith liierature 1o Palkestinian prlipmrs of war in
':""'L'“"r hands. It has beey: ascertained that will

be raived by the Germaa authorities and ﬂ collected
htrul-u-lllh-: direct to 1he of war. irll.h'.-n-
fore, thro li-: medium of your appeal for literaiure

Works in Hebrew are most wrgenily required, bur books of |
Jewish interest in any other laaguage will be gratefully accepied,
All hnnh and other lileralure should be seot 10 E. J. Mayer, (

€’ e The University, ~A. Michaer Davies (Assistant
- n:usr{ 'Int:t-Umtr:nJl.; n:'h Ftﬂtrlihn}.?l” Okeaver (
Road, Salford, 7, - _

20 March 1942: I.U.J.F. Call for Books for Jewish Prisoners of War
A letter published in the Jewish Chronicle in which an L.U.J.F. representative requests readers to
send literature of Jewish interest in any language but particularly in Hebrew. These items would

subsequently be sent to ‘Palestinian prisoners of war in enemy hands’ with no objection from
German authorities.

Source: ‘Points from Letters’, Jewish Chronicle, 20 March 1942, p. 17
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24 April 1942: Incidentally...

It is reported that LU.J.F. undertook a “survey of Jewish evacuation problems” at the height of
the Blitz, which was of use to the Board of Deputies and the Joint Emergency Committee.
Recommendations from the survey included ‘the providing of... Hebrew education and Kosher
food and communal feeding centres and the tackling of antisemitic manifestations’.
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in this respeci, * ‘oW Coming up wi

‘4 Enowledge of, mnd” inlerest in,
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23 November 1945: 1.U.J.F. Expansion of Aclivities

things Jewish,

i‘
i:E

Activities among Jewish students are reported to increase across the UK and Ireland due to the
‘return of students from the Forces' and an ‘increased Jewish consciousness’. Total membership is
approaching ‘the four-figure mark’, and activity is on the uptick from London to Dublin.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 23 November 1945, p. 16
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1 July 1947: I.U.J.F. Sponsors the first Summer Course in Britain since WWII began

‘A special six-weeks summer course for Jewish students from many European and other countries
throughout the world will open at Brighton, a seaside resort, next month under the auspices of the
Inter-University Jewish Federation’. The course - the first one offered since the war began - devotes
a full week to a discussion of Zionism. It is reported from Bucharest that the ‘Rumanian Union of
Jewish Students has already named six persons to attend the course’.

Source: JTA, Jewish Daily Bulletin, 1 July 1947, p.5
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[950-1959

Forging Relationships



[950-1959

Forging Relationships

9 January 1953

students.

[.U.J.F. and B'nai B'rith
Hillel form a partnership
with the aim of providing
in the best interests of all March 1954

Work on No.1 Endsleigh
Street begins in early March
1954.

3950 Israel adopts Law of Return
1951 The Jewish population of the UK
Wos eshmofed o be:420,000

‘»'(‘Source Boawnd* of Depu’nes)

1956: The Sinai Campaign was fought to end terrorist
{incursions into Israel and remove Egyptian blockade
{ of Eilat
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e 1955: International Summer School booklet

mmmaggmmm ! 7 May 1958
ek e ' l.U.J.F. celebrates Israel's 10th

Anniversary af the the Royal
Festival Hall.The Patfron His
Excellency the Ambassador of

5 Israel, Eliahu Eilat, attends the
tw-"‘ party.
I—H b [; ]
prprs - ‘ |
| sweepEnER |
s R DG e 12 August 1957
PRl e S \‘ .U.J.F. holds its 30th I

S . LS, B
el Annual Summer School

at Carmel College, ,
Wallingford, England. !

1957 1959

8-22 August 1955
I.U.J.F. holds its 28th
Annual Summer School
and its first Infernational
Summer School.
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Tonmey 9, 1953
s‘mmm 'DISCUSS HILLEL FOUNDATION.™
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Source: Jewish Chronicle, 9 January 1953, p.25
42

I.U.J.F. declares that the Hillel Foundation and I.U.J.F. will work within defined yet independent areas

of activity in order to preserve the autonomy of I.U.J.F. as ‘the recognised body of student opinion’

9 January 1953: I.U.J.F & Hillel Foundation
of 1,500 students’.



NO.I ENDSLEIGH STREET
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1 Endsleigh Street

March 1954: No.1 Endsleigh Street
No. 1 Endsleigh Street, the first office and common room of the LLU.J.F., is designed by the Architect
Thomas Cubit and plans to build are set in motion. Endleigh Street officially opened in October

1954. The building was iconic to many L.U.J.F. staff and students and became a central hub and
meeting space for Jewish students for many years.

Source: The B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation , 40 Years Partnership Book, 1993, p.19
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4-18 August 1954: I.U.J.F. Twelfth Annual Summer School

Taking place near Gloucestershire, this Summer School had a daily schedule beginning 7:30am
with activities all day unfil ‘lights out’ at 11:00pm. Activities included lectures throughout the day,
shiurim, meails, prayer services and opfional tea-time.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Elaine (née Silver) and Malcolm Cohen
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INTER-UNIVER=ITY  JEWISH  FEDERATION
OF GHEAT BRITAIN AND TRELANT,

28th Annual Summer School

Ist International Summer School
"IUDAISAM IN THE MODERN WORLD”
- Ath = 23l AUGUST, 1955
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8-22 August 1955: I.U.J.F. holds the 1st International Summer School

I.U.J.F. hosts its 28th annual Summer School which is also its first Infernational Summer School in its
history. Taking place in Carmel College, the 15 day summer school’s topic is on 'Judaism in the

Modern World'.

Source: UJST100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Elaine (née Silver) and Malcolm Cohen
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1957: I1.U.J.F. Summer School at Carmel College & Booklet

Those identified: Ann Harris née Boyars, Max Sussman, Frank Baigel.

Source: UJST100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Elaine (née Silver) and Malcolm Cohen
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1959: 1.U.J.F. Summer School

Those identitfied are: Frank Baigel, Malvyn Benjamin, Philippa Black, Mr and Mrs Frank (Shaliach
speakers), Richard Cope, Norman Zalud, Anthony Schwalbe, Gerry Knepler

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Gabrielle Baigel and Frank Baigel
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1958: Students Welcome

“Freshers”
A page in the Jewish Chronicle is published about

university activity. It lists Jewish student societies from
London to Cork and all across the country. This page
writes that Jewish Societies host a range of events and
welcome all shades of opinion and Jewish beliefs.

September
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The page outlines 33 institutions around the country
including addresses and contacts at each location.
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Campus Activity




960-1969

1940

Campus Activity

1963

I.U.J.F. adopts a

resolution at Conference
condemning the treatment
of Jews in the Soviet Union.

1943

el J O
S
Do For

Jewr Y

1960s
I.U.J.F. and Hillel mark 10
years in Partnership.

April 1965

Mike Hunter, the Chairman of
|.U.J.F. & future WUJS Chairman,
formed the Universities
Committee for Soviet Jewry
(UCSJ) as part of a WUJS
Europe Campaign with three
other students.

1965: Jews become protected from
:discrimination by law in the Race

i Discrimination Act thanks to lobbying by
ithe Board of Deputies
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1969: Birmingham Jewish Society (Contribution,
Courtesy of Naomi Goldstein Yalin)

8 May 1966
First demonstration for ’—‘
Soviet Jewry in Britain,

50
over a thousand youth ’ fh

1944 ,Ond students. . ANNIVERSARY 1949

1969
I.U.J.F. Celebrates Golden
; : Jubilee with Gala & Lecture
1966 by Chaim Herzog.
I.U.J.F. holds a ball at 5 ;
the Hilton Hotel London.
Conferences in the EU : :
are attended by L.U.J.F. : June 1969: 10,000 British
representatives. i people, mostly students,
: ‘ protest Soviet antisemit. ism

: June 1967: Six Day War

53



Canv Do For
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1965-1966: The Campaign for Soviet Jewry

The I.U.J.F."’s commitment and connection to supporting Jewish communities around the world
continued as they moved from passing a resolution to taking action in the struggle to support Soviet
Jewry. Mike Hunter, the I.U.J.F. Chairman and a future WUJS Chairman, and three other students
formed the Universities’ Committee for Soviet Jewry (UCSJ) as part of a WUJS Europe campaign
(the European Union of Jewish Students did not yet exist.) They created the “European Action
on Behalf of Soviet Jewry”: an exhibition mounted on wooden placards and transported across
Europe by rail, road and air. In the course of ten weeks it was displayed at campuses in Brussels,
Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Zurich, Fribourg, Geneva, Lyons, Paris, London, Oxford, Manchester,
Leeds, Glasgow and Stockholm. Meetings were held on each campus and material distributed
explaining the problems facing Soviet Jews, with a petition being signed by 15,000 students and
academics in the UK as well as 15,000 others from across Europe.

The campaign received wide coverage from local newspapers, TV and radio as well as the BBC
World Service and Israel Radio. In addition, there were many articles in campus newspapers. Ariel
Whine, WUJS’s British-born Foreign Officer, happily reported that the campaign had received ‘a
degree of publicity far in excess of its newsworthiness.” Most gratifying of all for the students was the
intense interest aroused by a message of support from Lord Bertrand Russell.

On 8 May 1966, the action climaxed in London with the only demonstration of the campaign (and
the first ever in Britain on this issue): a silent march to the Soviet Embassy by over a thousand youth
and students, led by the UCSJ. The march attracted further coverage, particularly from British and
American television networks, and on arrival at the embassy the four-person committee (including
Ariel Whine and Mike Hunter) was received by two Soviet diplomats, Rogov and Pavlov. It was the
first time that any representative delegation of British Jews had been granted an interview fo discuss
the fopic. Although their petition was not accepted, the Committee stayed to discuss the issue for
over two hours. UCSJ sent a five-page note about the meeting to Prime Minister Harold Wilson, with
a request that he ‘draw the aftention of the Soviet Government to the deep-felt concern in this
country for the welfare of the Jewish minority in the USSR.’

(For more information, see Dave Rich's article ‘Activist Challenge: Women, Students, and the
Board of Deputies of British Jews in the British Campaign for Soviet Jewry’, Jewish History, June 2015,
Volume 29, Issue 2, pp 163-185).

Source: UJS100.org/timeline
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5-9 April 1965: International Course on Basic Judaism

Produced for a three-and-a-half day Summer School at Carmel College. The aims, outlined by
the Chair Leslie Wagner, were to bring increased awareness and understanding of Judaism to the
participants through stimulating lectures, discussion groups and social provisions.

Source: UJS Archives, Publications, April 1965
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Glasgow fights
apartheid

The Glasgow Universlly Jewish
roclely Gnished ils anteapartheid
wieek on Sunday.
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November 1966

Jewish students were involved in
campaigning against apartheid in
South Africa and collected £200 for
‘Defence and Aid'.
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WUJS and I.U.J.F. fight for Soviet Jewry:
“The petition on behalf of England Jewry,
organised by the WUJS, was presented to
the Russian Embassy in Paris™.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, Early 1966
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Novermber 1966

An LLU.J.F. Ball raises £1,000 (approx
£13,000 today) for the LU.J.F. Hilel
Building Fund after a sellout fundraising
dinner atf the Hilton Hotel London.
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In the same week, the I.U.J.F.’s External
Affairs Officer, Gordon Housmann, wrote
about a WUJS seminar on the Holocaust
in Sweden which evoked strong feelings
amongst L.U.J.F. members both directly
and indirectly affected by the Holocaust.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 25 November 1966, p. 53
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4 December 1967: I.U.J.F. set up a programme with the Institute in Arad, Israel

Gordon Hausmann, Chairman of I.U.J.F.,announces the start of a new scheme which will enable
students to spend at least a year at the Institute for Hebrew and Jewish Studies at Arad, one of the
new developing towns in Israel’s Negev area. Hausmann had worked closely with the World Union
of Jewish Students and the Jewish Agency to deliver this programme.

Source: JTA, Daily News Bulletin, 4 December 1967, p.3
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2 February 1969: ‘10,000 British, Mostly Students, Protest Soviet Anti-Semitism’
‘Some 10,000 persons, mostly students, marched to the Soviet Embassy today to protest Russian
anti-Semitism. A delegation handed a petition fo an Embassy official who ftold them. “You have

been deceived about the situation of Soviet Jews.” Demonstration sponsors were the Universities
Committee for Soviet Jews and the Inter-University Jewish Federation.’

Source: JTA, Daily News Bulletin, 3 February 1969, p.3
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Herzog forecasts

Arab upheavals -
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Pointsjabout
propaganda

Some B0 wudents— & recard
aumber far the event—Irom ABer-
deen, Glmgow, 5§ Asdrews Dune
dre afid Edigburgh. S8verped on
the Eepilish capuinl io aiiend =
natlonal day schodl held by TUJP
Menhern Region (o mark the fede-
rabinn's golden jubiles, writes Foul
H, Morron, chairman ef the roghan.

The Iheme of e school wis
#ALITE] Edliane - al

Salute to IUJF
leadership
By sur Undrersises Corres pomdan?

TFF's achlevement In provide
iag leedlsg membars of the Tionli

March 1969: I.U.J.F. Celebrates Golden Jubilee with Chaim Herzog

I.U.J.F. celebrates its Golden Jubilee with a gala and a lecture given by former Chair and Israeli
politician Chaim Herzog. Regional celebrations are also held in Scotland, attended by some 60
students and a Board of Deputies Vice President, Victor Mishcon. The work of I.U.J.F. and Hillel is
commended by Dr Conway, the headmaster of JFS Comprehensive School, at the Golden Jubilee
event held at the Hilton who states that I.U.J.F. is a “recruiting ground for the future leaders of Anglo-

Jewry”.
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1970-19/79

Becoming UJS

1973
The Inter University Jewish
1971 Federatfion becomes the Union
LUJF. elects of Jewish Students of the U .K.
i"rs ;ﬂr's’r.FemoIe and Eire (later UJS of the UK
Chair, Rosalind el Irelon:l:I). b
Nysenbaum. l {...:{ é? i 5l
§ b
ili A | ||
et} YT L]
1970 1971 _ 1975

October 1973

I.U.J.F. leads on efforts 1975: The United
e respond i A Nations passes
el KT e, : Resolution 3379,
i equating Zionism with
i racism
£1970: War of Attrition £ 1973: Yom Kippur War
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1975
UN Resolution 3379 leads to a

string of Jewish Society bannings.

UJS emerges as a leading
force in the fight against

the demonisation and
delegitimisation of the State of
Israel.

9 Februrary 1978

Former UJS Chair Mark Dines
helps found the European
Union of Jewish Students
and becomes its first
Secretary General.

1978

1975-1976

Simon Caplan becomes
UJS’s first full-time
Chairman and is joined in
the office by Alan Elsner
who serves as the first
fieldworker.
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1979

The student newspaper, Aleph, .

takes off. Produced with the April 1979

initiative of Jeremy Gerlis. UJS recieves a letter from

Anwar El-Sadat, President of
the Arab Republic of Egypt.




WHATEYER WE DO FOR ISRAEL
IWE DT FOR THE HGHGLUR AMD WELL-BEIFG OF
THE WHOLE JE'WISH PECPLE

el Gl -

BEING & ZIDHIST MEANS, IN SHOAT,
THAT | MOW CONSCIDUSLY ARD
STRONGLY FEEL 1 AR 4 JEW
LMD AM PROUD OF IT
larnak =>-r=h
WHEN PEQPLE CRITICIZE ZIONISTS,
THEY MELH JEWS.
Y¥OUF A RE TALKING ANTEFSEMITISH

L bbcinn 1l Enng e

ujs

ujs

1970: UJS’s Anti-Racism, Anti-Fascism Campaigning begins

The 1970s saw the rise of the National Front in Britain. UJS evolved as a campaigning union and it
was at the forefront of the wider student movement’s Anfi-Racism, Anfi-Fascism (ARAF) work, which
we proudly confinue today.
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spirited ‘Message from your new President’ of Leeds Jewish Student Association’

A

c.1970.

An amusing extract from the Leeds University Union Jewish Students Association written by the new

President

Edwin Segall. He addresses the Jewish Society members relatively informally and finally

’

offers to be a date for the girls whose boyfriends aren’t ‘lumbago’ to the beginning of term party

at Hillel.

The new Officers and Executive team are announced and so are the plans for the term, including

an L.U.J.F. Spring Seminar to be held at Cambridge.

Source: UJS Archives, Publications, c.1970
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The Hillel Foundation

reaches its 15th Anniversary!

The Hillal Foundation spensered by Bnal B'rith
B2 an Internacional  welfare ond  edueatlonal
servize for lewlsh students. There are over 230
Hille! centres in many parts ef the werld including
the Unlted States of Amerles, Canada, Australla,
South Afrles, Israel, Switzerland and Holland.

In Great Britaln the progress of the Hillel Foundation
Is teflected In the list below:

|954 Hillel House apens In London

|9 1Y s Hillel Hall of Residenca opuns in Leeds

[ 9 Hillel House cpens in Manchestar
5 9 Hillel Hause Residential opensin Bi

I 9 6 I Hillal Hall of Rosidenice apens [n Sheffield
Hillel Centre opens in Glasgow

I1983 Manchester Hillel House Residence opeans

l964 Liverpool Hillel House planned
Brighton Hillel House [University of
1 963 Susscx} opbnd
Hillel Hauze, Landan, will apen lts
1970 Kew Railaing ' P

Hillel In England alse pravldes amenltles for Jewlsh
studants In Owford, Cambridge ard ot the new
Unlverzsictes.

L]
For more Yofermation plesse coneact the:

Hillel Foundation

FJemporary Addr=s 185 GRAY'S THN RDAD, LOHDON W.L.1
Telaphane 05-R37 FFI6/7

e e —

July 1970: Partnership between I.U.J.F. and Hillel enters another decade

Now in partnership with Hillel for almost 20 years, I.U.J.F. advertises accommodation at Hillel Houses
in Birmingham, Brighton, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester and Sheffield.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 3 July 1970, p. 23 & Hillel Desk Diary, 1970
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thought to the first woman to
hold top office in the federation’s
Sl-year-old hlstory. - ]
The election, by the IUJF execu-
tive, i in with proce-
dure sgreed upon al the snousl
conference of the federution in
Glasgow last month. g

January 1971: I1.U.J.F. elects its first female Chair
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The first female Chair of .U.J.F. is elected: Rosalind Nysenbaum. This step towards gender equality
within I.U.J.F. is followed by a 25-year wait before the next female Chair, Susie Simmons, is elected
in 1996-97. The gap is so long that Susie is also celebrated as the first female Chair.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 3 July 1970, p. 23
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October 1973: 1.U.J.F. responds to the Yom Kippur War

At the outbreak of the Yom Kippur War, the Jewish Chronicle reports that I.U.J.F. led response efforts
on campus. Their success is attributed in no small part to their ability to make use of the previous
decade's work in strengthening as a campaigning force; this enables I.U.J.F. to coordinate efforts
across campuses nationwide. J-Soc Chairs and Presidents work with .U.J.F. foraise ‘several thousand
pounds’ forinjured Israeli soldiers, distribute campaigning material and monitor the response to the
war on campuses. In addition, 160 students volunteer to spend a month on Kibbutzim to undertake
essential duties whilst members are away at war.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 26 October 1973, p. 36
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Source: Jewish Chronicle, 14 December 1973, p. 33
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to be impeached; others commend the efforts of those students who flew to Israel to assist in the

A variety of opinions are shared in the Jewish Chronicle. Some call for the President, Alan Freeman,
citrus harvest.

October 1973
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March 1975: “Sleeping Students - they’re such bad busiess”

In March, the JC's Campus Correspondent, Lionel Simmonds, crificises the apathy of Jewish
students running J-Socs and UJS.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 7 March 1975, p. 35
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October1975: “Campus Women in Command”

The campus correspondent, Lionel Simmonds, apparently feels differently towards UJS by October
of the same year. Simmonds writes an article about the crucial role women play in running J-Socs.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 17 October 1975, p.26
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1978: Northern Region weekend in Linlithgow

Participating students show off their Northern Region sweaftshirts which bear the regional emblem,
a sheep rampant. Aftendees include: Jackie Van Beuren, Anne Hulman, Anthony Warrens, Daniel
Clapham, Jonathan Manson, Colin Bilkus, Michael Golombok, Esther Pike, Clair Jordan, Ruth Posner,
Julliet Harris, Carmel Rose, Rhona Goldberg, Dai Davis, Simon Shapiro, Derek Livingston, Gary Bilkus,

David Kaye, Charles J Simenoff and John Levy.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Ronnie Kaplan
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1980-1990: Northern Region literature

The Northern Region strefched from Aberdeen down to Newcastle, Sunderland and Durham. This
group had a particularly strong identity as it included two of the oldest Jewish Societies in the UK:
Edinburgh (established 1909) and Glasgow (established 1911).

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Ronnie Kaplan (1980-1990)
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1973-1979: Hillel Desk Diaries

A Hillel Desk diary is produced yearly, it outlines the B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation Supporters, Hillel
Houses around the country, an outline of I.U.J.F. activities and Jewish organisations around the
counfry which are of interest to University Students. These are followed by the Jewish Diary including

Jewish festivals, Sabbath times and UK holidays.
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April 1979: The President of the Arab Republic of Egypt writes to UJS

A letter is received from Anwar El-Sadat, the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, in response
to a 'very touching Cable of congratulations on the occasion of the signing of a peace freaty
between Egypt and Israel’ in March 1979, from UJS during Mark Waksman's term as Chair.
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Spring 1977: UJS Executive team stand together

The photo is taken after a Union “Zionism Equals Racism” debate in spring 1977.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Moshe Forman, 197
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1977: UJS Conference, Carmel
College

Those identified: Derek Livingston,

Mark, Debra Frazer and Robert Addlestone.
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Spring 1979: UJS Table at NUS
Conference at Blackpool

Brian Those identified: David Olesker. David Raff,

David Waksman, Nick Bitel, Sara BenSusan.
Michael Metliss, Simon Reich.

Sources: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Ronnie Kaplan & David Olesker,
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1980-1989

World Jewry

1980

Soviet Jewry campaigns
continue throughout the
1980s across the UK.

1980

UJS and J-Socs around the
country defend Israel and
denounce the PLO.

‘Lawton

1984

1983
UJS re-entitles its Chairman

to Chairperson in an effort
fo encourage equal
opportunities.

82

1984

UJS gets its first computer
during Matthew Kalman's
term as Chair.

: 1980: Following the evolving partnership with CST, new capacity and resources are

Eodded to support the fight against antisemitism on campus
:The first Limmud educational conference takes place, founded by UJS Alumni, Clive



1985

1985

Sunderland Jewish
Society is banned
on the basis that
Zionism equals
racism (See 1975:
UN Resolution).

1984 |

BE...

ALITTLE

1985

1985

UJS brings the plight
of Ethioipian Jewry to
the attention of British
Jewish students.
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One of the first openly
LGBT+ Jews is elected

to a Jewish communal
leadership position.

11 February 1986:.N@
i Sharansky is released

1988

H

1984-1986

UJS launches Young Palitical 1988

Leaders Training (YPLT), UJS holds a memorial
taking non-Jewish student in Manchester to
leaders on an organised trip remember Kristallnacht.
to Israel to better understand Over 1000 people

the conflict. attend.

1
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1981: The first Jewish Student Rag Mag

The first Jewish student Rag Magazine, featuring work from some of UK’s best artists from Punch,
Private Eye, including Bill Tidy, Mike Williams, Gray Jolliffe, Noel Ford and Ken Pyne.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Conftribution, Courtesy of Jeremy Gerlis, 1981
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1980s: The cover of the first Aleph, published October / November 1980s

Aleph, the Jewish student Magazine, founded in 1979 by Jeremy Gerlis, confinues production
throughout the 1980s. Produced quarterly, or as frequently as students’ responses permit, the
magazines are made via cut and paste methods and contain witty articles and cartoons on
candid as well as serious matters concerning Jewish students across the country.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Jeremy Gerlis, 1980
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1982: Liverpool Jewish Society

Those identified: Nicky Goldman, Alon Amid Richman, Anton Delin and Martin Glass, Danielle
Wagerman (Polak), Laurence Mann, Jonathan Bishop.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, courtesy of Nicky Goldman
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1984: Glasgow Jewish Society

The umbrella J-Soc for all Jewish students studying in Glasgow, founded in 1911. Those identified:
Eve Rosin, Paul Rosin, Estan Balkin, Brigitte Benarroch, David Terret, lan Gamse, Jonathan Robinson,
Colin Stephenson and Paul Jacobs.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Conftribution, Courtesy of Larry Shulman
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13 February 1980: PLO motion at the University of Manchester

The motion to unconditionally recognise the PLO is ‘thwarted’ by the Jewish Society’s response.
The Mancunion student newspaper writes up the event. John Mann, today an MP, arrived aft Hillel

House the night before the motion and volunteered to speak on the Jewish Society’s side.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Confribution, David Wiseman, The Mancunion, 1980
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PRESS RELEASE
EUROPEAN STUDENTS EXPRESS CONCERN ABOUT INVOLVEMENT OF
PLO PEACE INITIATIVE

IN A STRONGLY WORDED RESOLUTION, THE EUROFPEAN UNION
OF JEWISH STUDENTS CALLED UPON THE EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS
NOT TO UNDERMINE THE CAMP DAVID ACCORDS BY HAVING ANY

DEALINGS WITH THE PLO.
PROCESS,
§TH JUNE 1930 ¢! p o

THE EUJS SPOKESMAN, MR ROWEL GENN DECLARED THAT THE

INVOLVEMENT OF THE PLO AT THIS STAGE WOULD REFPRESENT
— A MAJOR SETBACK FOR THE CAUSE-OF PEACE IN THE MIBDLE —
EAST, WHILE THE PLO'S DECLARED AIMS AND METHODS REMAIN
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL BY ARMED FORCE
4

THEY COULD HAVE NOTHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PEACE

oy AT 30 o B rene P, o Fi . AL AT

6 June 1980: Press release over concern about the “PLO Peace Initative” and the
iconic PLO poster

"Around 1976 a series of bannings of J-socs erupted around the UK, the most famous being in Manchester.
The motions were either proposed or managed by local branches of GUPS (the General Union of Palestinian
Students), a wholly owned subsidiary of the PLO. At the time they denied any involvement, but, Mathew Kalman
found a smoking gun some years later. The pretext of numerous J-Soc bannings was the equation of Zionism
with Racism that the UN General Assembly prescribed fo their motions in November 1975. Many SUs adopted a
“no platform for racists and fascists” policy, with many Jewish students supporting them. This was the period of
the swelling popularity of the National Front. Some in UJS and the Board of Deputies foresaw the possible use
of no platform against Jews and offered a muscular anti-Fascist campaign that did not feature no platform.
Local J-socs campaigned hard against banning motions and UJS representatives sought to mobilize local, non-
Jewish personalities and to build coalitions.”

Source: UJS100 Archive, Courtesy of David Olesker
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1980s: Soviet Jewry campaigning across the UK

The Student and Academic Campaign for Soviet Jews (SACSJ) is formed to raise awareness of Soviet
Jewry they campaign and produce clever posters to raise awareness of human rights abuses. As
well as this, UJS appoints Soviet Jewry officers thoughout this decade to run campaigns on behalf
of Soviet Jewry. The Student Union Soviet Jewry campaign at Leeds University is photographed,
C.1986-9.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Harry Rich & Melanie Brazil
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23 August 1985: A Success, but not for the Soviet Union

14 Jewish students attend a conference in Moscow with a 150-strong British delegation under either
NUS or UJS. As well as participating fully in the festival side of the trip, the Jewish students visit many
Soviet Jews with whom they have been corresponding and on whose behalf they have been
campaigning. Simon Meyerson, Harry Rich and Marcus Sheff speak about the plight of Soviet Jewry.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Conftribution, Dawn Waterman & Harry Rich, Jewish Chronicle 23 August 1985
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1985: Forgotten Cousins; Ethiopian Jewry
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This booklet brought awareness of the ‘story and struggle of Ethiopian Jewry’ to Jewish students as
well as info the wider Jewish community in the UK. It outlines the historical background of Ethiopian
Jews, then focuses on the life, customs and movements of the community. The extract from Aleph,
1988, outlines the aspirations for this campaign. Operation Solomon, the covert airlift of 14,325
Ethiopian Jews to Israel within 36 hours, takes place in 1991.
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Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Larry Shulman & Aleph 1988, p.12
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1985: Thousands protest the banning of Sunderland Polytechnic Jewish Society

The Sunderland Polytechnic Jewish Society is banned following a campaign led by the General
Union of Palestinian Student (GUPS) and Sunderland student leaders. This occurs on the basis that
Zionism equates to racism, as prescribed by UN Resolution 3379 (1975.) UJS and NUS condemn the
campaign and mass protests take place at Sunderland Polytechnic. These draw the support of
thousands of students, including Jewish students and those of other faiths and backgrounds; 88
coaches bring coachloads of Jewish students arriving from all over the country, including many who
had never been to J-Soc before. The ban is lifted after an overwhelming turnout in solidarity with
the J-Soc. This decade also saw ban aftempts in Manchester, Wales, Leeds and other universities
around the country which were overturned because of student and UJS activism.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of David Teret & Larry Shulman & Aleph, Super Summer Issue, No.28, May 1985 p.2
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9 November 1988: UJS Kristallnacht Memorial attracts 1,200 Students to Manchester

A memorial is held to remember Kristallnacht and the Nazi pogroms that happened 50 years prior.
1,200 students from across the country tfurn out fo a short non-denominational service at the South
Manchester Synagogue, making it the largest furnout for any UJS event since the protest against
the banning of Sunderland J-Soc in 1985.

Source: Aleph, December 1988, p.1
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September 1987: IDENTITY; Jewish, Gay and Proud

Jewish Gay and Proud, Jack Gilbert looks at the question of identity. Jack is elected to a UJS
position in the 1990s and is one of the first openly gay Jewish leaders elected to a community
leadership position in the UK, and in the Jewish world.

Source: Aleph, September 1987
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1988: Leeds University representatives attend NUS Conference in Blackpool

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Melanie Brazil
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Every Student Matters



[990-1999

Every Student Matters

1990

Kol Isha, the UJS Women's
Campaign, confinues

fo ensure maximum
participation in UJS by
women on all levels and
discusses women within
Judaism and its ‘Herstory’.

1991

Manchester Polytechnic
student - lan Myers
becomes the first UJS
Chair that did not attend
a traditional University.

1993

UJS Regions are given full
autonomy. They are SMUJS - Salford
and Manchester UJS; Yorkshire

and Humberside; Northern Region;
Scotland; Ireland; London Region;
Southern Region and Midland
Region.

1990

1991

July 1991

UJS members rally against
the French Presidential
candidate for Le Front
Nationale, Jean Marie Le
Pen, outside Wesminster

1993

1993

25 years since

a female Chair
was elected,

Susie Simmons is
celebrated as the
‘first’ female Chair.

1995

1995

The UJS Hagaddah
is revived by the
1995/1996 UJS team.

EJanuary 1990: WUJS’s 21st Congress is held in Ashkelon with guest speakers
iShimon Peres, Yitzchak Rabin and Natan Sharansky
:25 May 1991: Operation Solomon: 14,325 Ethiopian Jews are airlifted
ito Israel within 36 hours
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1995

UJS Conference

votes to continue the
decentralisation of the
union with a Regional
Structure.

1997

1997

The Prime Minister’s Jubilee
Award is presented to UJS
by Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu in apprecion of
UJS’s outstanding work in
promoting Judaism, Zionism
and a love of Israel amongst
thousands of Jewish students
in the UK.

1990-1999

UJS campaigns, alongside NUS and
the National Black Student Alliance,
for Anti-Racism and Anfi-Facism

on campus, confronting right wing
and extremist groups including
Holocaust Revisionist David Irving
and Islamist extremist groups Al-
Muhajiroun and Hizlb ut-Tahrir.

1999

1996

-,

1996

UJS sign an agreement
with the General Union of :
Palestinian Students (GUPS)

at NUS Conference. This : 1998
agreement mirrors the Oslo
Accords.
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1998

1999

UJS and Oxford Jewish
Society successfully ban
far-right figure John
Tyndall from speaking at
the University of Oxford.

The ‘Every Student
Matters' Report by Sir
Victor Blank is published.

:1998: Israel celebrates ifs 50th pirthday



For five years, whils ¢ student ot
Strathelyde (near Glasaow), Lamy
Shuknan was heavily Imrobead in
Jewish shudent aelvism. Alter grad-
uating, he came to lrael for o year,
cnd atended the WUIS Pregram in
Arad. He was than "dragged” back
1o Brittin to becorms e full fime
educotional officer af UJS. He held
that position for lwe yedrs, 1957-89,
and recently retumad to lstasl on
allya. Larry is presently studylng for a
Maoster's Degree in Contemparary
Jewry ot tha Hebrewr University.
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Presesenkation of “The dowtsh Studenl AclivisL Handbaok" to Israell Frine Minister,
Ftzchak Shanir - 6 Jenwary 1990,

6 January 1990: “The Jewish Student Activist Handbook” is produced and

presented to Israel’s Prime Minister, Yitchack Shamir

The handbook is created by Larry Shulman after he attends the WUJS Institute in Arad for a year
after graduating.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Conftribution, Courtesy of Larry Shulman, 1990
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1-6 January 1990: WUJS 21st Congress

The booklet for the 21st WUJS Congress contains information on a wealth of speakers including
Shimon Peres, Yizchak Rabin and Natan Sharansky. They give speeches titled ‘Taking a Stand’,
‘Jewish Thought’, 'Aliyah’, ‘Oppressed Jewry’, ‘Small Jewish Campuses’, ‘Soviet Jewry’ and more.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Larry Shulman, 1990
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1993: Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks visits Birmingham Hillel House

Photograph credit: Simon Kisner. Those identified: Rabbi Fishel Cohen, Adam Overlander-Kaye

Source: UJS Alumni Confribution, Courtesy of Marcus J Freed
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1995 &1996: Rabbi Burns Night, Edinburgh

Bottom Left (Those identified): David Kaplan, Nick Cosgrove and Jeremy Bruce.

Top right (Those identified): David Kaplan, Jeremy Bruce, Nick Cosgrove, Ginette Anderson and
Sharon Wagner-Zauder.

Sources: UJS Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Michael Abrahams, Ronnie Kaplan & Oliver Ralph
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Conference approves the
scrapping of seven posts

By Ricuane Rivun

Union of Jewish Students dele-
gates voted at this week's conference
in -Derby to abolish seven executive
portfolio positions in a move 1o
decentralise the ion  and

Although the national executive
committee was mandated 10 supporn
the move irrespective of personal
opinion, its members met a1 2.30 am
on Tuesday 1o re-affirm their collec
tive position

Jo Sh from G

One seasoned activist watching the
event sighed: “whatever the estab-
lishment wants they scem 10 get.”

The two remaining ponfolio posi
tions — whose exisience was not
under debate — relate 1o women and

Bive more power (o the regions,

The vote, which ratified a national
cxecutive  decision made  in
September, was carried by a clear

Fity.

‘Rc radical decision 1o scrap the
officers for lsracl and aliyah, anti-
racism, education and resources,
religious cducation. communi
the “dangerous Jewish soclery,” and
the poat of Jewish students” arts festi-
val co-ordinator was ratified with
only a handful against.

One of the dissenters, Sanjoy
Mukherjee, who lust'year failed in his
attempt 10 be elected chairperson,
argued: “Who is (o say these posis
are not importamt? They do matier
and we should voic for democracy

against the dictatorial national
woffice.”
Another critic  was  Michael

Abrahams, from Edinburgh lewish
society, who pointed oul: "By scrap-
ping these porifolio offices, we lose
10 activisis on the national executive.
You must ensure that fieldwork is
still carried out.™

UJS chairperson David Kaplan
described the decision as “a brave
and courageous move and a very
positive step.”

1995-1996: UJS'’s
infroduced

Jewish society, echoed the chair's
view by imploring the delegates o
“give it 8 go — try it If it does nol
work, change it next year.”

ications. The women's offi-
cer's brief is to highlight educational
matiers relating fo women's issucs,
while the communications officer
edits Aleph, the UJS magazine.

50-day Shoah
project acclaimed

By Ricwarn Riviin

Andrew  Shaw, UJS  National
Education co-ordinator, announced
the lzunch of an ambitious new pro-
ject — “Remember the past to build
the future™ — ta commemorate the
S0th anniversary of the ending of the
Holocaust,

Shatw hopes to give every Jewish
student in Britain a book provisional-

Flashback:
delegates
voling at last
year’s UJS
conference.
Dhutside
reportors were
excluded from
this year's
proceedings,
and a motion
to wllow
partial medin
BeCess was
rejecied by the
conference

ly entitled “Fifty Days. Fifty Mights."
It will contain answers from rabbis
and educators to 50 Jewish questions
from around the world.

Jewish students will also be given
the names of individuals who
perished, and each university campus
will be notionally “rwinned” with a
Jewish community wiped out during
the Holocaust

Over the course of the S0 days
which will culminaic on March 14,
1995, during Purim, the education
co-ordinator hopes to “reach out to
every single Jew,

“The Shoah breaks down all barri-
ers. Every Jew must know what he
cun do 1o remember the past and to
build the future.”

The initiative, backed by such
luminaries as Chief Rabbi Dr
i han Sacks and the distinguished
historian  Professor Martin Gilber,
who has written a foreword 1o the
book, was overwhelmingly endorsed
by the conference

Andrew Shaw received o pro-
longed standing ovation for his
proposal and Abraham Infeld, visit-
ing scholar 1o the conference,
described the initiative as “a phe-
nomenal idea, for which the Jewish
world will owe & debt of gratitude.”

Conference  delegates  expressed
approval from all parts of the hall
One, Jonathan Adelman, declared
that the "UJS has produced yet
another ground-breaking education
programme,”

regional structure prospers; Shoah commemoration project

UJS delgates vote to remove seven executive positions from the Sabbatical Team in a move which
sought to decentralise the main UJS body by handing over more power to the regional factions.

With the backing of Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks and historian Martin Gilbert, Andrew Shaw
anounces the publication of ‘Fifty Days, Fifty Nights.” The book commemorates 50 years since the
Holocaust, and later editions are released to mark 60 and 70 years since the Holocaust.
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1997: UJS Delegation to WUJS
July 1991: UJS group at the
Arad WUJS Institute Those identified: Alexandra Benjamin,
Nic Abery, Susie Simmons Kaye, Aytan
Lassman and Ruth Mellish.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Simon Marks Source: UJS100 Contribution, Courtesy of Simon Plosker
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1996-1997: UJS Office incoming team in party mood at London Hillel House

The incoming UJS team celebrate the start of their new term. 200 attend a party to see off the
outgoing team at Hillel House, Endsleigh Street.

(Left - Right): Jonny Jacobs - Campaigns Organiser, Hazel Freedman - Northern Fieldworker, Miki
Lentin - National Secretary, Susie Simmons - Chairperson, Daliah Sherrington - Southern Fieldworker,
Jamie Salter - Education Officer, Mark Cohen - London Fieldworker.

Source: UJS100 Archive
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Student

Matters” OK
R WITH U's

S Y
GRET L u@ ujs

1998: Every Student Matters report by Sir Victor Blank

The ‘Every Student Matters’ report is produced by Sir Victor Blank. One of the most detailed and
insightful reports on Jewish student life to date, the purpose of ‘Every Student Maftters’ was to
develop a strategy for the increased vitality of Jewish life on campus. The report did not seek to be
narrowly prescriptive, but to identfify priorities and propose some principles for effective change.
Sir Victor Blank, who chaired the Every Student Matters review, would later become a Trustee and
eventually Chair of the Board of Trustees. This was a role he held for two decades before handing
over to Maurice Helfgoft in 2018, at which point he became Chair of UJS's Advisory Board.
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UJS and students protest David Irving speaking on campus
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**PRESS RELEASE** ul S “*PRESS RELEASE**

ATTENTION NEWS DESK
27 Apgil 1999 - NO EMBARGO ./ FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

UJS BAN FAR-RIGHT FROM OXFORD
UNIVERSITY FOR FIRST TIME

The UJS, along with the Oxford University Jewish Society have successfully
managed to have an invitaiion to John Tyndall, leader of the BNP withdrawn by the
Oxford Union Society,

The Oxford University Jewish Society, in conjunction with socielies representing
other ethnic minority communities, made a presentation o the Union Society -
basing their arguments on the recenl racially motivated bombings in London, and
also referring to the recenily renewed no platform policy” of the Mational Union of
Students (NUS). The Jewish Soclety Chairperson appealed to both  the
Vice-Chancellor and the Union Society that they should heed wamings from the

police,

The Jewish Society expressed their concemns in a letter to representatives of the
Union Society on Sunday, 25 April 1999 - sugpesting that if the debate went ahead,
that there would be no alternative other than the mohilisation of Oxford's 700 Jewish

studenls in protest against Tyndall's racist ideals in Oxford University,

David Menton, UJS Campaigns Director said: “As student leaders, we have a
respousibility to guarantee the safety of students on our campuses... if they want to
involve themselves in the politics of the ar-Right, they ave fully capable of doing
so without student societies encouraging the activity of racial bigots”... “In light af
the recent bombings, we should not be attempting to bring racial violence on to the
streets of Oxford”.

NOTES TO EDITOR
1. Enclosed letter sent to Oxford Union Society & V-C of Oxford University
For further information or comments please contact:
David Menton, IS Campaigns Directar
10 0171 387 4644 (f) 0171 383 0300 (p) 0941 121 906 (24hrs)
Union of Jewish Students of the United Kingdom and Ireland
Hillel House, 1/2 Endsleigh Street, London WCIH 0DS
Telephone: 0171 387 4644/350 0111 Fax: 0171 383 0390
e-mail; ujeBbrijnel.org

27 April 1999: UJS bans far-right speakers from speaking at Oxford

UJS, along with Oxford University J-Soc in conjunction with other ethnic minority student societies,
successfully fight to ban John Tyndall, leader of the BNP, from speaking at Oxford University.

In 1999, David Irving is also banned from speaking at the Oxford University Debate Society. After an
investigation it franspires that Irving was invited by the Oxford SU Chair.
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2000-2009

More Jewish Students Doing More Jewish Things
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2000-2009

More Jewish Students Doing More Jewish Things

2001
Alan Senitt Z"L is

elected as UJS Chair V_ther 2004
and restructures the Flngl we.ek—long uJs
organisation. 2003 residential conference.
‘Racism Tears Britain Fleeieg Nelnesn pleys @
concert.

Apart’ campaign
highlights the dangers
of racism on campus. It
is nationally recognised

and wins an award.

April 2005

Jewish student leaders

Luciana Berger, Mitch
2003 Simmons & Jonny Warren
Shimon Peres resign from NUS due to
addresses NUS continued apathy within NUS
Conference at UJS to Jewish student suffering.
Fringe.
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2008-2010
Numerous annual events are
created to mark student’s

efforts and increase fraining 2009

for future leaders. These UJS Parliament Day is
include UJS Summit, Student launched. Sabbatical
Awards, and the JUEFA Cup Officers have the chance
football tournament. 2008-2010 to go to Parliament to

Shabbat UK is speak with MPs.

introduced to UK
campuses; UJS delivers
over 1000 kosher meals
to student homes.

2007 :

After more than 50 years 2008 2008-2009

based at what became UJS focuses on helping : A significant number of

the iconic Hillel Endsleigh students deal with the Jewish students take on

Street, UJS relocates their recession, providing Student Union leadership

office to Camden Town. employment support i roles, with seven full-time
with programmes for Officers in Leeds and
jobs and internships. Manchester alone.

£2006: Lebanon War :2009: Operation Cast Lead

115



7ol
10 LYWW NING STREET
TOMDNM S0, 288

TELL FLALME MIMNIFIRR

Tam debigheed to give niy suppart o the 1ille] Fomndaricn
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courdTy means than Jewish coodenrs oan Ginlain their
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sludy.
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Hfe will contivne as & wsull of the younper geoezation
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2000: 10 Downing Street supports Jewish Students

Prime Minister Tony Blair commends the work that the Hillel Foundation does for Jewish students
which is especially crucial in helping Jewish students “maintain their cultural heritage wherever and
whatever they choose to study.”

Source: Hillel Desk Diary, 2000
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June 2003: Shimon Peres addresses UJS Fringe at NUS Conference

UJS organises a fringe meeting at NUS Conference featuring former Israeli Prime Minister and
recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, Shimon Peres. His message is optimistic and hopeful: ‘Students
are the future...They are crucial more than ever before...because students will have to face an

entirely new age and environment. We must teach the young people to imagine and not fo
remember.”

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 3 June 2003

117



Liondon Jewish Tews » 15 Wiebenosr 2002

haad of the HUS blaeH riudends tamgalgn

Launch: Mroen laft} Lord Janmar, Lard Filkdn, KOS prasident Mandy Tebtord, U5 cam-
palgns dirctor M|:||“| Fhlrjpl, Alan Sanitt, Ray HIT and Michells Cadilington,

CAMPUS HATE
IS ATTAGKED
FROM WITHIN
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Posters use swastika
in fight against racism

By RICHARD (faks bl
Edocatimn Editer

A DNIDH FLAG has been
chanmed inte & awastiks ko
prounats 8 campalga by aba-
dents aprinst racism. The
image, with thewords "recism
tegrs Britain aport”, is pacl of
a pastor campaign e ceach
cloay o caetsm i celie pes and
Wniversilty ymmpnses,

The Maligwe] Tlnion - af
Aluclenis (MRS} end Lolan of
Jewbzl Stodenls endisted the
helpoal aini: al Tidtaans biggest
wibvertising agencies, Barde
Bagle Hegarty, ta peodocs
the pesles

The Intiihon 1a towarn siu-
dents szaiset allveing dpht-
wing groups to hijack the mmage
nf the Unlon Flag ko promcte
Herle srmuroe itz Pesders will be
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sty carmgrises £ pedldle remmn



ujs

RACISM TEARS BRITAIN APART. s

CEECT

2002: Racism Tears Britain Apart Campaign

Racism Tears Britain Apart becomes an iconic campaign, spearheaded by UJS and NUS, to highlight
the growing problem of racism (especially far-right racism) on campus. UJS and NUS release the
designs alongside Bartle Bogle Hegarty, one of Britain’s biggest marketing agencies. The posters
are displayed on London and Manchester campuses and printed on beer mats. The iconic graphic
later wins the prestigious Cannes Lions Award.

Source: UJS100 Alumni Conftribution, Courtesy of Michael Phillips
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Senitt takes chair
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2001: More Jewish Students Doing More Jewish Things with Alan Senitt as Chair

Alan Senift Z'l, newly elected UJS Chair, revolutionises UJS with his motfto: ‘more Jewish students
doing more Jewish things'. Alan raised the number of fieldworkers living on campus fo five, with
some based full-fime in London, Leeds, Manchester, Birmingham and Cambridge. Alan went on
to work for BICOM, be the first director of the Coexistence Trust and be director of the Israel Britain
Business Council. He died as he lived, defending the rights of others.
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New chair reforms U]JS

BY NATHAN JEFFAY MANCHESTER

B THE NEWLY elected chair of the
Uik of fewish Stsdentsis o gerrid of
its nerwork of regional feldworkers

Manchester Universioy student Adam
Pilkce, whin was tipped by the ) at 22 o
win, defeated three other candidates
by undisclosed margins tobe elected o
the bop past in jewish stodent politics.
Voting ook place at a serses of hustings
00 campases across the LI

U hearing of his victory, Mr Pike
saic] that his st priovivy will be o deal
with the problem that each of U5
lour fieklworkers ®is expected tobe a
Jac k-mnl-all-trades”. He said they were
supposed Lo have the skills o suppaort
every |Soc allicer, Irom the political
officer vo the sociabevents co-ording-
LT, O L L O T o s,

M Pike, 22, will scrap these pasts,
Introdiscing seven or eighn specialises

imstead. Each will have a job descrip-
rion thar matches ane 5o brief, and
suppeert all |5 officers with that
bl

Just as the fieldworkers are based
arpaend the country, these specialisss
will be geographically dispersed, *mo
Mmiairitain & L] S pressnoe on campuses™
He explained: *This means that instead
afa Manchester-based firldwaorker, you
may have an sducation officer from
Manchester who gives specialised help
o hocs across the country.”

The newe seructure will take eflect in
July, with recruitment beginning next
month.

Mr Pike also suid han be will incre-
duce s rewands sclwense 1o boost morale
amuong Jewish students. This will see
POV TV G s AT PSS ireated 1o
a high-eve| meeting arranged through
LS comtacts, "like vea with the Clidef
Ralkhi®

Ocher proamises are that he will (nom
“a new strategy o challenge lsrael's
crirics by the whole [ewish commu-
n|11_."'.1 nil arganise trips oo lsrasl, abmicd
ar a non=jewish audience, to counter
thie effect of Pakestinian-mm trips,

\CAMPIKE £
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—
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2008-2010: Adam Pike elected as Chair for two consecutive years

Adam Pike takes up the role of Chair in summer 2008 and begins a restructure of UJS. He reduces
the number of fieldworkers living on campus to three, in favour of more specialised roles in the UJS
London office. Adam creates a number of the events that will define UJS over the next decade
including UJS Summit, Student Awards, JAMS (Ur Uni Life) and the JUEFA Cup. Adam went on to
found BeyondMe and SuperCarers, revolutionising young professional philanthropy and the social
care sector.

Source: Jewish Chronicle, 2010
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Shaping Our Future



2010-2019

Shaping Our Future

2010

UJS fakes Idan Raichel on
a five-stop campus tour
around the country

2010

fees.

2010

UJS and FOSIS share a
platform for the first fime
at an NUS Fringe event.

Jewish Students Against
Cuts: students turn out
outside Parliament to
profest arise in fuition

2011

Israel Awareness Week
is held with the core
principles of ‘Peace,
Reconciliation and
Cooperation’ through
events like Bridges Not
Boycotts.

2013

UJS launches Incubator

in partnership with UJIA.
This six-month programme
supports student artists to
develop and express their
relationships with Israel and
culminates in an exhibition.

2075

2015

UJS holds its first
Liberation Conference
for marginalised groups,
including women,
LGBT+ and disabled
students, once again
placing UJS at the
forefront of building

an inclusive Jewish
community.

April 2012

Chief Rabbi Lord
Jonathan Sacks afttends
UJS's NUS Fringe event.
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2016

March 2016

UJS’s mental health campaign;
Reclaim, takes-off, empowering
students with lived experience. of
mental health problems to lead
the conversatfionon talking about
stigmas.

December 2016

SAVE ALEPPO UJS Emergency
Rally takes place. Jewish
Students mobilise and rally
together in solidarity for the
citizens of Aleppo in front

of the Houses of Parliament

figures.
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where speeches are made by
MPs, students and community.

2018

ANNY

First ever UJS Presidential
election sees three female
candidates.

] O (._f’n

VERS AR 2919

2017

Our Living Memory
Campaign islaunched in
partnership with HET.and
NUS.

2019

Essex Jewish Society is
blocked by 200 votes
against the formation of
the Society.



2010: Jewish Students Against Cuts

UJS and Jewish students mobilise in response
to the rise in tuition fees. Jewish students
marched with NUS and UCU in central
Llondon and prominent campaigners
included Jewish NUS National Executive
Council member Rachel Wenstone who
later became NUS Vice President for Higher
Education and was interviewed on the BBC
alongside the 1994 Group.

March 2011: Israeli Awareness
Week. Dialogue worked; threats did
not

A group of 25 Israeli students take a tour
of Brifish universities. They made up part of
the largest proactive pro-lsrael campaign
in recent years and travelled to campuses
in London, Leeds, Manchester and
Birmingham on a “battle bus” to mark Israel
Awareness Week. Many individual university
Jewish Societies also ran their own events.
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2011: UJS Conference is held for the first time in 5 years

Conference returns under the leadership of Chair Daniel Grabiner after a 5 year hiatus. More than
150 students attend the 3 day conference with traditionally smaller J-Socs being well represented
alongside “the big four” - Leeds, Birmingham, Nottingham and Manchester.

Source:UJS 100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Daniel Grabiner
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2011: Past Presidents of Glasgow J-Soc, est. 1911, Celebrate 100 Years

To mark the end of the centenary year of Glasgow Jewish Students’ Society (founded in 1911),
a dinner is held in Glasgow City Chambers in 2012. The past presidents pose for a cheery photo.
Those identified: Back Row: Nicola Green Livingston, Simon Waldmann, Ronnie Kaplan, Maurice
Griffin, Alan Sternstein, Ronnie Kaplan. Front Row: Ephraim Borowski, David Rosenberg, Doreen,
Nicholas Furcillo, Gerald Gordon, Derek Livingston, Anthony Warrens.

Source:UJS 100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Ronnie Kaplan
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2013: UJS launches the Incubator
student artists’ programme

UJS launches the Annual Incubator art
programme, a six-month  programme
culminating in an exhibfion that supports
and showcases students’ expressions of
Jewish Identity and a relationship with Israel
through various artistic mediums.
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25 April 2015: UJS fringe talk ‘Faith
not Fear: Fighting for LGBT and
Religious Freedom’

The UJS annual fringe eventis one of the most
popular events at NUS Conference, regularly
attracting 200 students. For the 2015 event,
the theme ‘Faith not Fear: Fighting for LGBT
and Religious Freedom’ engaged students
in issues relating to identity.
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2016: UJS and Hillel officially merge

UJS and Hillel officially merge. At the same fime,
UJS President Joe Tarsh and Campaigns Director
Maggie Suissa create a Leadership and Political
Training Summit; over 27 J-Socs attend, making it
the largest gathering of J-Socs in five years. A new
award for Liberation Activism is infroduced at the
Student Awards. Eight new J-Socs are founded and
UJS moves into a new office at JW3.

2016: Reclaim, UJS’s First Mental Health
Awareness Campaign

UJS launches Reclaim, ifs first ever mental health
awareness campaign, with support from mental
health charities Jami and Nightline and the
advocacy of Luciana Berger. Reclaim events
range from lunch and learns to themed Friday
night dinners and from speakers fo self-care events.
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2016: Jewish Experience Week becomes
flagship UJS Campaign

Jewish Experience Week (J.EW.) takes place on
six campuses. J.EW. provides an opportunity for
Jewish students to display their personal culture
and educate others on their experience of being
Jewish. The campaign engages more than 5,000
students and is led by over 120 student volunteers
from 31 J-Socs between 2014-2016.
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2017: Bridges Not Boycotts Campaign

A brand new campaign launches in 2017, led
UJS in conjunction with We Believe in Israel
and The Board of Deputies and pioneered by
students to promote dialogue and coexistence
on campus. There have been educational and
social events held including the Bridges Noft
Boycofts Conference in Leeds.



2017: Our Living Memory brings
Holocaust remembrance to wider
audiences

UJS partners with  NUS and the Holocaust
Educational Trust on Our Living Memory,
a campaign fo encourage Holocaust
commemoration at students’ unions around
the country. The campaign launches at NUS
Zones Conference in Sheffield, where lzzy
Lenga, NUS Vice President (Welfare), hosts
Holocaust survivor Mala Tribich MBE to address
around 120 sabbatical officers and leaders from
students’ unions around the country. As well as
the thousands of students, staff and volunteers
from varied backgrounds that attend campus
events, the campaign engages 5,000 people
online.

2018: UJS expands its educational
programmes to tackle antisemitism on
campus

UJS substantially expands its educational
programming fo combat antisemitism on campus in
further partnership with the Holocaust Educational
Trust. A generous £144,000+ grant from the Ministry
of Housing, Community and Local Government
makes this possible.

On the Lessons from Auschwitz frip, 130 Sabbatical
Officers and university representatives join UJS and
HET in Poland for an educational visit.
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THE VOICE
A s OF JEWISH
STUDENTS

2018: Inspiring Female Leadership

2018 sees the fourth consecutive UJS election in
which 1,000 students vote. In the election, which
saw three female candidates running against
each other for the first fime in UJS history, Esther
Offenberg is elected as UJS President 2019-2020.
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2019: Call to adopt IHRA

After UJS Sabbatical Officers meet with Chris
Skidmore MP, the Minister calls on all universities to
adopt the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism. The
Minister has also made it clear that it is unfair to ask
Jewish societies to pay for security at high-profile
events.



2019: Holocaust Memorial Day Events

Over 6,000 students, university staff and
local community members, including Jewish
people and those of other faiths, cultures and
backgrounds engage in Holocaust Memorial Day
commemorations across more than 40 cities.

2019: Interfaith Initiatives engage 10,000

10,000 students engage with Interfaith initiatives
during the 2018-19 academic year. The staggering
number is reached thanks to 50 inferfaith events
led or supported by J-Socs and Jewish students.
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UJS continues its legacy to stand and fight for
Jewish Students in the face of antisemitism on
campus

2019: Essex University Jewish Society block is defeated!

A sizeable minority of students sought to block the establishment of a Jewish Society at Essex
University during a standard ratification vote for new societies. A lecturer with a history of virulent
antisemitic posts warned on social media that “the Zionists next want to create a society here at
our university!” It came to light that a student group supposedly concerned with human rights
mobilised students fo vote against the J-Soc being set up. A rally drew a crowd of 500 where the
J-Soc President and the University Chancellor made an address in support of the J-Soc.

The Jewish students involved in sefting up this J-Soc are dedicated volunteers. They and the
hundreds like them who continually defy the haters by openly and opfimistically leading, defending
and enriching Jewish life are an inspiration for our community. Their efforts and the support of
plenty of students and societies from a range of faiths and cultures demonstrate that, despite these
challenges, there is a lot to be positive and proud about regarding Jewish life on campus and
communities that protect and promote diversity and difference.
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2020 and beyond

Our Next Chapter



30 June 2019: Congratulations from Reuven Rivlin, The President of the State of Israel

Source:UJS 100 Alumni Contribution, Courtesy of Ronnie Kaplan
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Our Next Chapter

The Union of Jewish Students of the UK and Ireland has an exciting, vibrant and illustrious
past. Through this book and the centenary celebrations we willremember the moments,
the people and all of the societies that made the past 100 years so special.

Whilst we focus on celebrating our past, it is important fo consider the UJS of foday, and
of tomorrow. With over 65 Jewish societies across the country made up of 8,500 Jewish
students, UJS is confinuously growing as the Voice of Jewish Students with our values
of cross-communalism, peer leadership, representation and Israel engagement at the
heart of everything we do.

UJS has always had incredible support across the Jewish community and I'd like to take
this opportunity to thank our communal partners, our Guardians, Patrons and Friends,
and all those supporters who make the work of UJS - leading, defending and enriching
Jewish life on campus — possible.

As we look towards the next 25, 50 and 100 years, we need you and the community to
continue and, where possible, expand that support. More Jewish students are going to
university than ever before and they need UJS behind them. We must ensure that we are
continuously able to support every Jewish student, no matter their backgrounds or beliefs
and with you by our side, we can.

So join us at UJS in celebrating all those who have gone before us, and all those who will
come after. Together we can make a real difference.

Arieh Miller
Chief Executive
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Thanks to Contributors

This book marks 100 years of UJS and would not have been possible without the contributions of
so many UJS Alumni who have shared materials, publications, photographs, cherished memories,
humourous anecdotes and, most importantly, their inspiration.

With special thanks to those who have shared items featured in this publication, this book has
materialised faster and in more depth than we initially thought would be possible.

Board of Trustees: Israel Steering Committee

Maurice Helfgoftt
Mark Barnett
Carolyn Bogush
Hannah Brown
Spencer Debson
Paul Koopman
Ella Rose

Nina Sandler
Mitchell Simmons

Other Contributors
Frank Baigel

Leila Braude
Melanie Brazil
Nicola Cappin
Malcolm &

Elaine Cohen

David Davidi Brown

Mark Dines
Alex Dwek
Moshe Forman
Jeremy Gerlis

Stephen Kurer
Wendy Dover

Terri Davis

Debbie Gold Hadar
David Olesker
Avigayil Benstein

Nicky Goldman
Naomi Goldstein Yalin
Daniel Grabiner
Ronnie Kaplan
Jessica Levy
Sarah Miller
Talia Misan
Stephen Murray
Michael Phillips
Kathrin Pieren -
Jewish Museum
Simon Plosker

Harry Rich
Hannah Sharron
Larry Shulman
Gideon Smith
Nick Sunshine
Yos Tarsh

David Teret
Dawn Waterman
Mel Werner
David Wiseman

All content that has featured throughout the book has been described with the information
available to UJS at the fime of production.
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