
Israeli Knesset – coalition and opposition update, Feb 2022 

Coalition (61) 

 
Yamina 
Naftali 

Bennet,  
7MKs 

 

Yesh Atid 
Yair Lapid, 

17MKs 

New Hope 
Gidon Saar, 

6MKs 

Israel Beiteinu 
Avigdor 

Liberman, 
7MKs 

Blue and 
White 

Benny Gantz, 
8MKs 

 

Labour 
Merav 

Michaeli, 
7MKs 

Meretz 
Nitzan 

Horowitz, 
6MKs 

Ra’am 
Mansour 
Abbas, 
4MKs 

*One Yamina MK has defected to the opposition and therefore the majority sits at 61-59, though he remains a member of Yamina. 

Opposition (59) 

Likud 
Benjamin 

Netanyahu,  
29MKs 

Shas 
Aryeh Deri, 

9MKs 

United Torah 
Judaism 

Moshe Gafni, 
7 MKs 

Religious Zionist 
Party 

Bezalel Smotrich, 
7MKs 

Joint List 
Aymen Odeh, 

6MKs 

 

Challenges and crises for the government 

- The main criticism aimed at the current gov by the Israeli public is around the management of 
COVID19 rules, especially the impact on school children, and the lack of financial support, mainly 
due to the economic conservative approach of Avigdor Liberman, the Finance Minister. 

- Family reunification law: this law is aimed at preventing the right to citizenship through marriage for 
Palestinians in the OPT who marry Palestinian citizens of Israel. The law posed a challenge for the 
coalition back in June, when it did not pass. As a result, an administrative backlog was created and 
the supreme court ruled that the ministry of Interior had to act i.e to process applications for 
citizenship. This meant the issue of the law resurfaced in the Knesset, pushed by the Minister of 
Interior, Ayelet Shaked. Her main claim was that a large proportion of Palestinians who had been 
arrested in recent violence in the Negev, had entered Israel via marriage. 
The main opposition to the law came from Meretz, who threatened that there would be 
consequences if the coalition insisted on passing the law. 
However, Meretz and the United Arab List left the chamber rather than voting against the bill, which 
allowed for it to be reinstated in February 2022. 

- Gantz/Military pensions crisis: Defence Minister Benny Gantz attempted to pass a bill to increase 
pensions for military personnel. This was challenged by some in the coalition (left). Gantz and his 
party, Kahol Lavan, subsequently withheld support from the government. A compromise was 
reached this week (Feb 28, 2022). 

- NSO/Spying scandal:  
Israeli newspaper Calcalist reported that Israeli police used NSO’s Pegasus spyware to hack the 
phones of Israeli public figures, protest leaders, journalists and others. The spyware was allegedly 
used against some close to Netanyahu, meaning possible impact to his ongoing corruption trial 
(though this has been since disputed). 
  

Successes, progress and compromises for the government  

- LGBT+ issues: Largely thanks to the presence of Meretz and in particular Nitzan Horowitz (Meretz 
leader) being health minister. The most notable changes we’ve seen were: allowing LGBT people to 
donate blood, equality in access to surrogacy for LGBT people and the banning of conversion 
therapy. Additionally, Labour MK Ibtisam Mara’ana led on the opening of the first Arab LGBT 
refuge/homing centre  



- Appointment of four new supreme court justices, including the first permanent Muslim 
appointment to the role as well as a judge. Additionally, Ruth Ronen, a judge who is considered the 
most liberal of the four. It was expected that Ayelet Shaked would oppose her but she did not. 

 

Sheikh Jarrah 

- In January, a Palestinian home in Sheikh Jarrah was bulldozed. A family of 18 Palestinians were 
displaced as a result. The excuse used by the Israeli government and indeed Minister of Public 
Security Omer Bar Lev even tried to argue this was done for the benefit of residents as it would allow 
for a school to be built. 

- Last week there was a small victory for some of the Palestinians of Sheikh Jarrah: “The Supreme 
Court partially accepted the Palestinian residents' appeal, letting them keep their homes for now for 
a reduced rent, paid to the settler group that claims ownership of the houses. The ruling, which 
directly affects four families' appeal but could aid 13 other families' legal cases, was hailed by one of 
their lawyers as “an incredible legal victory.” – Haaretz 

- Weekly protests continue at Sheikh Jarrah. 
- Itamar Ben Gvir reappeared in Sheikh Jarrah setting up a temporary office in the neighbourhood, 

under the premise that his presence would lead to an increase in police presence. Inevitably this led 
to an increase in protests, settler violence and provocation. 

 

Settler violence 

- We have seen an increase in settler violence including some high profile incidents. The conversation 
in the public and political sphere has shifted substantially since the presence of the new 
government. 

- Settler violence has become somewhat of a litmus test. Within the coalition, Yamina, Bennett’s 
party, shows the most support for settlers. 
 

The opposition 

- The main challenge posed for leader of the opposition is Netanyahu’s ongoing corruption trial. He 
was offered a plea deal which he subsequently rejected. 

- Potential contenders for Likud leadership are Yuli Edelstein and Nir Barkat, with some question 
marks over a few others. Bibi’s base remains very strong though many have recognised his inability 
to form a coalition. 

- The far right remains empowered by anti-left and anti-Arab fearmongering, as well as attempted 
religious  

- Ben Gvir’s return to in Sheikh Jarrah following incidents of violence. As expected, this has caused an 
upsurge of violence and police presence. Several right wing MKs, including Likud leadership 
contender Yuli Edelstein, have shown solidarity with Ben Gvir online and in person. 

 

Overall opinion surveys are quite inconclusive, and though Netanyahu’s base remains firm, the general 
public do not seem to desire a further election. The main criticism lies with the handling of the most recent 
COVID wave, rather than issues relating to Palestine, or indeed, much else. 


