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Fair? Most rankings voters put down will 
never be counted. Rankings that could have 
made a difference may be ignored. (1)
Easy? Voter errors increase under RCV and 
honest behaviors like ranking candidates 
equally can void your ballot. (2)

Equitable? Low-income voters are more 
likely to cast voided ballots or have their 
vote not transfer as intended. (3)

No more voting lesser evil? RCV still has 
the spoiler effect if there are more than two 
viable candidates. It's not necessarily safe to 
rank your favorite first. (4)

Representative? Doesn't ensure a true 
majority winner. The candidate preferred 
over all others can be eliminated in the first 
round. (5) (6)

RCV In The Real WorldDoes RCV deliver?

Fair? Most rankings voters put down will 
never be counted. Rankings that could have 
made a difference may be ignored. (1)
Easy? Voter errors increase under RCV and 
honest behaviors like ranking candidates 
equally can void your ballot. (2)

Equitable? Low-income voters are more 
likely to cast voided ballots or have their 
vote not transfer as intended. (3)

No more voting lesser evil? RCV still has 
the spoiler effect if there are more than two 
viable candidates. It's not necessarily safe to 
rank your favorite first. (4)

Representative? Doesn't ensure a true 
majority winner. The candidate preferred 
over all others can be eliminated in the first 
round. (5) (6)

RCV In The Real WorldDoes RCV deliver?

Citations: equal.vote/beyond_rcv_zine

Citations: equal.vote/beyond_rcv_zine

Voter Errors: Voter errors rates triple under 
RCV. Low income voters are hardest hit. (7)

Centralized Tabulation: RCV's central 
tabulation requirement undermines 
election security and delays results. (8)

Mistallies: Tallying RCV is complex. Two 
jurisdictions have mistallied their elections 
and reported incorrect results. (9) (10)

Results Failures: At least three public RCV 
elections have failed to elect the candidate 
preferred over all others. (11)
Repeals and Bans: 16 states have banned 
RCV and 16 jurisdictions have repealed it. (12)

Constitutionality: RCV was found to be 
unconstitutional in Maine and faces serious 
constitutionality issues in most states. (13)
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