
STAR Voting Street Canvassing Script: Statewide

Lead in: Hi, I'm collecting signatures to get STAR Voting on the ballot for 2024.
Are you registered to vote in Oregon?

Intro: The idea is that you should be able to vote your conscience without
worrying about wasting your vote, and the candidate who best represents the
people should actually win.

Show an example ballot and talk through how to vote with STAR Voting:
With STAR Voting, you give your favorite(s) 5 stars, give your last choice(s) a zero,
and score the other candidates as you like. The 5-star ballot lets you show who
you prefer to who, and how much or little you like the candidates.

You only have to vote once and your vote is counted in a two step process:
Scoring Round: Add up the scores given to all the candidates. The two
highest-scoring candidates are the finalists, who advance to the runoff.
Runoff Round: In the automatic runoff, ballots are counted again to see which
finalist was preferred by more voters. Your ballot counts one vote for the finalist
you scored higher. The finalist with the most votes wins.

● STAR Voting eliminates vote-splitting, so it's safe to vote your conscience
without worrying about whether or not your favorite is "electable."

● STAR Voting is highly accurate with any number of candidates in the race,
so for nonpartisan elections, there's no need for a primary. You would just
vote once in the general election.

● Whether or not your favorite can win, your vote goes to the finalist you
prefer, so even if your favorite can't win, your vote still makes a difference to
help you get better representation.

Elevator pitch:

With the current voting system, you vote for one candidate only, and if you don't
think your favorite can win, it might not be a good idea to vote for them. The fact
is, our current system breaks in any race with more than two candidates. We can
do a lot better! With STAR Voting, you score each candidate from zero up to five
stars. Whether or not your favorite can win, your full vote automatically goes to
the finalist you prefer so your vote can always make a difference and it's safe to
vote your conscience.



Instructions for Gathering Signatures

● Make sure your clipboard has everything you might need:

● Signature sheets with the cover sheet on the back. Plus extras (5)!
● Full initiative text.
● Frequently Asked Questions.
● Instructions for Gathering Signatures and Canvassing Script.
● STAR Voting email list sign up.
● ¼ Sheet Handouts (at least a few for showing people the ballot).
● Zines to pass out (plenty).
● A good pen and spares (black or blue).
● Clear plastic cover sheet to protect from rain.

● Give accurate information. If unsure, consult the FAQ, or say: “I’m not sure, but you can
check our website for more information.” Be polite. Never argue!

● Ask people to "please write as small and clearly as possible." For the first person on
each page ask them to help set a good example and model good handwriting.
Abbreviations for the city such as PDX, Ptld, Eug are okay. Zip code is important!

● Only take signatures from people currently registered to vote in Oregon. (You can register
on the DMV website and it's effective immediately) They should sign the same way they
signed on their voter registration card using their current address as of that day. Tell them
to print clearly, remind them of the date, and let them focus!

● Check the sheet before they leave! If needed, cross it out and try again! All dates on your
sheets must be in sequential order. You must witness all signatures on your sheet yourself.

● Don’t sign for anyone. If someone is disabled and needs help writing clearly, you can help
them with the printing. Have them sign their signature afterwards. Their signature has to
match the one on record. Don’t alter what a signer has written, unless the signer
authorizes and initials the change.

● People who may have already signed should not sign again! Tell them when the petition
started collecting and ask when they think they might have signed.

● You can gather signatures on public streets or property if you don’t impede pedestrians, but
you must get permission to gather signatures on private property or at permitted events.
When asking, make sure to specify this is nonpartisan. If asked to move on, say okay.

● Don’t fill in the sheet number at the bottom right of the page! This must be done by the
Chief Petitioner at the end of the campaign.

● When the page is full, sign and fill in your information as the circulator at the bottom. If
you are canvassing or tabling with others, it’s a good idea to print your name on your sheet
so you don’t get your clipboards mixed up but you can not sign and date your sheet until
after the date on the last signature. Turn in your completed sheets ASAP!

● Email star4or@equal.vote to turn in completed sheets and to get more supplies.
Volunteer sig sheets must be printed b&w on at least 20 pound, uncoated white paper.


