
Please use your phones to scan QR code on 
table, go to Mentimeter and answer the question



Building a Powerful Workplace Union

Increasing Visibility in the “Age” of 
Covid



In small groups discuss
Why is it important that we promote and raise the 

profile of Unison in the workplace?



Raising our Profile

➢ To ensure that Unison is known in workplace

➢ Helps with recruitment and retention

➢ Sends message to staff and management

➢ Gives us an identity





Benefits for Recruitment and 
Retention

➢ Unison can be seen

➢ Hard to avoid

➢ Fitting in



Collective Communications

➢ Never 3rd party the union

➢ Don’t say the ‘union’ 

➢ Or we the branch/our members

➢ Use ‘you and your colleagues’

➢ Avoid Union Jargon



Workplace presence

➢ Don’t underestimate notice boards 

➢ Posters, freebies, badges, stickers etc.

➢ Petitions, surveys

➢ Walkarounds

➢ H&S Inspections

➢ Social events

➢ New member events



Digital Presence

➢ Websites/other social media

➢ Facebook, Twitter

➢ Local Media

➢ Apps for Organising



Apps for organising

Video calls and conferences
Skype allows group audio and video calls plus chat. Apps available for desktop and mobile devices.
Zoom delivers group video calls and conferences from your browser or via a desktop or mobile app.
Jitsi is an alternative to the Skype and Zoom. It's open source, free and requires no account or software 
downloads.

Chat/messaging
WhatsApp
Individual and group messaging app that also supports voice calls, sharing files, photos, video and audio.
Telegram
An alternative to Whatsapp with chat and voice calls, plus a poll feature for holding quick votes.
Signal
With group, text, voice, video, document, and picture messages, Signal is open source and preferred by 
many who are concerned about privacy.

Shared noticeboard or workspace
Aimed at work teams, Slack and Microsoft Teams both offer more sophisticated messaging and file 
sharing options. Alternatively, a Facebook group can provide a community forum with controlled 
membership.

https://www.skype.com/en/get-skype/
https://zoom.us/
https://meet.jit.si/
https://www.whatsapp.com/
https://telegram.org/
https://signal.org/
https://slack.com/intl/en-gb/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&ved=2ahUKEwjj-YOo_cnoAhUMilwKHZn0AP0QFjABegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com
https://www.facebook.com/help/167970719931213


Plan for Promotion

In small groups discuss what you can do to promote 
Unison in your workplace.



Using art to 
promote unions.
Dutch union FNV



Using art to 
promote unions.
Dutch union FNV



Further Information

Organising Space (Need to be registered as contact/rep)
https://organisingspace.unison.org.uk/OS/login/

TUC e-Notes – Interactive Guides
https://www.tuc.org.uk/Interactiveguides

Working remotely for trade unions - TUC Digital Lab

Unison Catalogue
https://shop.unison.site/

TC Products
https://www.tc-unison.co.uk/

https://organisingspace.unison.org.uk/OS/login/
https://www.tuc.org.uk/Interactiveguides
https://digital.tuc.org.uk/working-remotely-for-trade-unions/
https://shop.unison.site/
https://www.tc-unison.co.uk/

