
English/Dual Language Learners (EL/DLL) programs in California are a critical vehicle for remaining the fifth largest economy in the 
world and accomplishing the state’s Global California 2030 goals, which look to equip students with the tools to ensure all Californians 
can thrive and succeed in the global economy.

California is home to a diverse population of residents who speak the majority of languages heard in the world. As the world becomes 
more interconnected, fluency in other languages opens up opportunities for people to succeed economically and allows them to take 
part in diverse cultural activities, advancing social, cultural and economic growth across California.

Strengthening Regional 
Economies by Investing in 
the Education of English/
Dual Language Learners

WHY IT MATTERS: 
English/Dual Language programs not only create a path to transition 
students from their native language to English, but also support 
academic and linguistic fluency in two or more languages. This is a 
significant economic asset, especially as technology and innovation 
have allowed the expansion of global markets.

• California is home to the largest population of English Learners in 
the country, with approximately 1.4 million students in grades K-12, 
composing 22 percent of the total K-12 student body in the state.

• 65 percent of all children in California age 5 or under are expected 
to enter the K-12 system speaking a language other than English.

• Approximately 85 percent of English Learners are also low-income 
compared to 41 percent of non-EL students—a concentration of 
poverty that is more than twice the general student population.i

IMPACT ON ECONOMIC GROWTH:
• Language matters across all sectors - on a large-scale, national 

level and at the level of smaller businesses.

• English Learners are the future workforce in California. We cannot 
exclude them from the economy or workforce.

• English Learners’ native languages are assets that lead them to be 
multilingual and tap into the global economy to stay competitive. 

• According to a report published by the New American Economy, 
the demand for multilingual workers more than doubled from 2010 
to 2015. Specifically, demand for bilingual employees who speak 
Spanish, Chinese and Arabic has increased, particularly in the 
finance, health care, legal services and customer service sectors.

http://www.newamericaneconomy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/NAE_Bilingual_V9.pdf
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HOW TO SUPPORT:
• Advocate at the state and federal level for funding that 

sustains current English/Dual Language Learner programs 
across the state. 

• Support the development of additional English/Dual 
Language Learner programs that ensure students remain 
globally competitive.

• Address the teacher shortage, especially for Dual Language 
Learners/English Language Learners by supporting efficient 
credentialing processes, retention and fair compensation.

To learn more about advocating on behalf of English/Dual Language learners,
contact AJ Lucas, Manager of Public Policy.

Dual Language Learner (DLLs): a young child who 
is learning two or more languages.

English Learner (EL): a term used in K-12 
education to define the population of students 
who have a home language other than English 
and are learning English as a second language.

DLLs are a significant and growing portion of the 
child population in the United States, representing 
32 percent of all children under the age of 5.ii

California ranks first with 59 percent of children 
under the age of 5 being DLLs.

UNITE-LA was a strong supporter of Proposition 
58 that in 2016, approved by 73.5 percent of 
voters, effectively repealed the English-only 
requirement of Proposition 227 — a 1998 initiative 
in California that required public school instruction 
be conducted mostly in English-only. The new 
and current law implemented The California 
Multilingual Education Act, which allows public 
schools to develop programs and instructions that 
improve fluency in English and other languages.

BACKGROUND: DLLs and ELs bring a rich diversity of cultural 
backgrounds that contribute to California’s diverse 
population and contribute to the state’s economic 
and social strengths.

Unfortunately, on average, children who are DLLs 
enter kindergarten behind their peers, particularly in 
the areas of language, literacy and math.iii

Teachers have a significant and long-lasting impact 
on a child’s educational trajectory but lack the 
sufficient resources for preparation and ongoing 
professional development.

Increased public investment in workforce 
development for early childhood educators can help 
close the achievement gap of DLLs and ELs.iv

Research shows fluency in multiple languages benefits 
children and students by broadening their cognitive 
flexibility and enhancing their ability to learn.

Promoting greater proficiency in a child’s home 
language leads to improved academic outcomes, 
which likely will have a substantial impact on 
California’s future workforce in a global economy 
where the ability to speak more than one language
is a key asset.v
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