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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

September 29th  
UNITE-LA 25th Anniversary 

Celebration 
 Our 25th anniversary, Celebrating the Future of 

Collaboration, will take place on Sept. 29th at 
Los Angeles Trade Technical College. For more 

information and tickets, see here.  

 
August 16th  

Fall Partner Open House 
Our Fall Partner Open House is open to partners 

serving youth and young adults looking to 
collaborate and expand their workforce and 

career pathway opportunities. For more 
information, contact Ilia Lopez at 

ilopez@unitela.com.  

 
August 1st  

Step into Tech Summer Cohort  
UNITE-LA is now accepting applications for 
the Step into Tech Summer Cohort, open to 
justice-involved individuals 18-35. For more 

information, contact Ilia Lopez at 
ilopez@unitela.com. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

  

PROGRAMS 
 

• The Avantus Cleantech Career Academy celebrated its first graduating cohort on June 12, 
2023. 61 future cleantech leaders completed the 12-week paid, work-based program. Featured 
graduation speakers included Avantus CEO, Dr. Tom Buttegenbach, LACCD Chancellor 
Francisco Rodriguez, and L.A. City Council President Paul Krekorian. Students presented their 
capstone poster board projects as guests entered L.A. Trade Technical College. Graduates 
received certificates of completion, and were awarded $1,000 scholarships to pursue future 
training and education. 

• UNITE-LA launched its pilot program, My Pathway to Health, on June 20th with 30 out-of-
school 18–24-year-old opportunity youth. Participants began exploring careers and training 
opportunities in allied health careers (Certified Nursing Assistant, Phlebotomy, Medi-Cal Peer 
Support Specialist, Community Health Worker), completing part 1 of the 3-part program in July.  

 POLICY  
 

• UNITE-LA supported its first energy-focused bill via AB1198 in May, sponsored by our partners 
at the CalAsian Chamber, the CA Hispanic and the CA African American Chambers of 
Commerce. The bill is aligned with UNITE-LA’s commitment to equity and dismantling systemic 
racism and building a green workforce comprised of young people who are underrepresented in 
cleantech industries.  

• UNITE-LA supported the Regional Economic Association Leaders of California (R.E.A.L.) 
Education & Workforce Development Committee this quarter by advising on crucial 
legislative support areas and facilitating segments on key topics such as skills-based hiring to 
build an equitable workforce; and conversations with state legislators Senator Josh Newman, 
Senator Anthony Portantino and Chief of Staff for Assembly member Mike Fong, Sophia Kwong 
Kim. We applaud the REAL Coalition for issuing several key education and workforce 
development related support letters informed by UNITE-LA’s guidance and efforts: Cradle to 
Career Budget Letter; SB380 Child Care Rate Reform & Suspension of Family Fees ; AB 596: 
Child Care Rate Reform & Suspension of Family Fees. 
 SYSTEMS 

• On May 19th, LA Digital Equity Action League (LA DEAL) held the LA Region Broadband for 
All, Digital Equity and BEAD Planning Workshop, at LA Trade Technical College, which 
gathered input from local stakeholders to inform the state’s Digital Equity Plan from the over 150 
attendees, including city and county leadership. Speakers representing each of the 10 covered 
populations shared their lived experience facing digital barriers. The workshop also featured 
sessions to identify challenges and solutions to internet access and adoption, and presentations 
focused on broadband infrastructure deployment, affordability, and adoption. 

• In May, UNITE-LA published a joint press release with LAUSD and United Teachers of Los 
Angeles (UTLA), applauding State Superintendent Tony Thurmond and the State Board of 
Education for including LAUSD as a ‘22-23 California Community Schools Partnership Program 
Implementation Grant Cohort 2 grantee. The district, a longtime L.A. Compact partner and 
signer, received $30 million from the CCSPP to sustain and expand the District’s Community 
Schools Initiative for another five years. 
 

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS 

• UNITE-LA released its Business Organizations as Education and Workforce Policy Champions 
report in June, informed by its inaugural survey gauging business organization’s policy interests 
around cradle-through-career Education & Workforce Development (EDWD). The survey 
included 28 of the region’s and state’s leading business organizations. The report on business’ 
policy interests includes a set of recommendations and is being shared with business 
organizations to support and advance critical EDWD work.  

• UNITE-LA participated in the California Stewardship Network’s (CSN) Inaugural Workgroup 
Leads retreat in April to build connections and identify opportunities for collaboration in 
preparation for the fall Summit. UNITE-LA continues to serve as proud co-lead of the Education 
& Workforce Group to strengthen collaborative cradle-to-career efforts and inform the annual 
California Economic Summit.  UNITE-LA President Alysia Bell was voted into the position of 
Vice Chair for the CSN 2023 Executive committee in May and will hold the position until 2025. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

On June 12, UNITE-LA celebrated 
the first cohort of the Avantus 

Cleantech Career Academy. Dr. 
Tom Buttgenbach, CEO & Founder 

of Avantus, and Alysia Bell, 
President of UNITE-LA, presented 
61 participants with certificates of 

completion and $1,000 scholarships 
to pursue higher education and 

training. 
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/celebrating-the-future-of-collaboration-a-civic-symposium-tickets-621221017787
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1btbDxpFJ_fqoIoLZ7DM7vHXxuaFm3GmX/view
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