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What a remarkable journey 2023 has been for our San Diego 
Green Building Council! As we delve into this annual report, I 
can't help but share the incredible strides we've made and 
the impactful initiatives that have defined our year. From the 
resounding success of our Giving Tuesday campaign, to the 
seamless execution of the 2023 San Diego Green Building 
Conference and Expo, our programs have not just 
continued but flourished. We've shared knowledge, sparked 
discussions, and connected our community in meaningful 
ways. Our community has expanded; we've not only 
sustained but nurtured relationships with partners, coalitions, 
and organizations, amplifying our collective impact. As we 
approach the New Year, envisioning the possibilities of the 
Mentorship Program Career Panel and exploring new 
territories with the Regional Green Business Network, the 
energy is contagious. We're not just envisioning a green 
future; we're actively shaping it. In closing, I express my 
deepest gratitude to our dedicated Executive Director, 
Colleen FitzSimons, our incredible staff: Robert, Alessandra 
and Noelle, our sponsors, tireless volunteers, and the entire 
SDGBC community. Your commitment to a sustainable San 
Diego built environment is the heartbeat of our success. 
Here's to a vibrant, green 2024 filled with innovation, 
collaboration, and boundless possibilities!

President’s Message

Executive Director’s Message
With a year full of collaborations and partnerships I’m happy 
to share this Annual Report with you describing much of the 
work we have done across our 19 events and 9 programs. It's 
thanks to our great volunteers that we are able to 
accomplish as much as we do; from strategic planning at 
the Board level to greeting people at the door - our 
volunteers get it done! Every day, I am invigorated by the 
work of our community to bring green building and 
sustainability to the forefront of conversations. Thank you for 
all you do to keep the momentum going and for sharing this 
journey with us!
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254
MEMBERS

Inspire, educate, and collaborate within our community to 
transform our built environment toward true sustainability

Mission Statement

Our buildings and communities will regenerate and sustain the 
health and vitality of all life within a generation

Vision Statement

57 
VOLUNTEERS

Committees, Members & Volunteers

• WOMEN+ IN GREEN

• BUILDING POSITIVE 

MOVEMENT PODCAST

• RESIDENTIAL GREEN 

BUILDING

• EQUITY ADVISORY
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In 2023, SDGBC expanded its Electric Home 
Cooktop Program (EHCP) to add a new distribution 
location in Encinitas, partnering with the Solana 
Center for Environmental Innovation. 

The program is designed so that participants can 
borrow and try out a portable cooktop for at least 
three weeks, for free! 

The loaner cooktop model provides an equitable 
way to introduce people to the benefits and 
importance of removing gas from our homes. Since 
its inception in 2021, there have been 255 
participants who have tried induction cooktops! 

Thanks to generous support from a San Diego 
Community Power grant, we will continue helping 
residents learn how to electrify their homes in 2024.

After trying our 
induction cooktop, 
68% of participants 
were likely or very 

likely to purchase an 
induction appliance 

in the future.

Electric Home Cooktop Program

Locations: 
Carlsbad

Chula Vista
Encinitas

 Escondido
Hillcrest
La Mesa

Valley Center
Vista
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66% of survey respondents said that the induction cooktop was very easy to use 



San Diego Regional Green Business Network 

(SDRGBN) is designed to assist regional 

businesses in finding the sustainability resources 

they need. This includes presenting businesses 

with the opportunity to become a certified 

California Green Business! SDGBC staff 

coordinate and audit the program and assist 

and educate businesses on how to meet the 

sustainability measures of the certification. In 

2023, we certified 23 businesses and have 10 

additional participants actively working to 

complete their certification.

SAN DIEGO REGIONAL GREEN BUSINESS NETWORK

52
Registered

10
In Active 

Pursuit
Certified

23 $2500
Rebates & 

Cash

Program Partners:
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The Building Connections Mentorship 
Program was created to cultivate strong 
professional relationships that support the 
positive and equitable growth of the 
sustainability movement in the San Diego 
region. 

In 2023, we launched our third cohort of 
this popular program. With 10 new 
mentees and corresponding mentors, we 
continue to provide in-person networking 
opportunities, a Career Panel, Happy 
Hours, and informal Meet-ups at other 
SDGBC events.

BUILDING CONNECTIONS MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

To learn more about the 
Building Connections 

Mentorship program, visit 
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"My mentor and I 

meet regularly for 

30 minutes and I am 

so thankful to have 

been placed with 

her. She is helping 

me with so much in 

sustainability and 

even personally." 

Dior Meyers

sd-gbc.org/building_connections



Keynote Speaker:

Eden Brukman 
County of San Diego 

Chief Sustainability Officer

On October 27th, Eden Brukman 
kicked off the most successful 
Conference & Expo yet, with a 
compelling and inspirational story 
of her path to sustainability. The 
event’s record attendance was 
treated to 12 incredible 
presentations provided by 34 
speakers that embodied the 
SDGBC sustainability pillars that 
shared valuable sessions on 
alternative materials, sustainable 
design, water reuse, ESG, and 
local case studies. Between 
sessions, attendees enjoyed a full 
expo hall with 17 exhibitors, 
networking opportunities, and 
good food. No one left 
SDGBCE23 disappointed and 
attendees were already looking 
forward to integrating what they 
learned and expanding their 
network with new connections! 

9

SAN DIEGO GREEN BUILDING CONFERENCE

20 Volunteers

14 Sponsors

17 Exhibitors

270 
Registered 

Guests

12 SESSIONS

Presenters

34

& 
EXPO



This year, SDGBC hosted 4 tours of local 
projects that are pushing the envelope of high 
performance. Partnering with AIA-SD for the 
first two tours, both memberships toured 
UCSD’s new Torrey Pines Living and Learning 
Neighborhood and the Horton Plaza 
Redevelopment Campus. Both projects 
incorporate cutting edge water reuse, energy 
efficiency, and material conservation 
strategies. The last two tours allowed SDGBC 
members to revisit LEED buildings that were 
certified with the assistance of the SDGBC 
Green Assistance Program, including the 
Museum of Us, Casa de Balboa, San Diego 
Natural History Museum, and the Jacobs & 
Cushman San Diego Food Bank. In all, more 
than100 attendees saw up-close some of the 
finest examples of sustainable built 
environments that San Diego has to offer.

SAN DIEGO GREEN BUILDING TOURS

San Diego Food Bank

Balboa Park

USCD North Torrey Pines Horton Plaza 10



In 2023, Women+ in Green thrived as a 
vibrant community, fostering connections 
and empowerment through signature events. 

Our breakfast and networking event 
kickstarted the year, setting a tone of 
collaboration and support. 

The garden party panel showcased diverse 
voices in green initiatives, while our end-of-
year holiday party celebrated leadership. 
Strengthening our bond, we explored new 
and impressive venues together, creating 
lasting memories. 

As we embrace 2024, we look forward to 
welcoming new possibilities, confident that 
our community will continue to grow 
stronger, united by a shared commitment to 
sustainability and inclusivity. 

WOMEN+ IN GREEN
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Email womeningreensd@gmail.com to get involved!



RESIDENTIAL GREEN BUILDING COMMITTEE

12

In 2023 the SDGBC Residential Green Building Committee 
was proud to have 100 people attend the Spring 
Backyards Tour. The event featured a “Zero Waste” 
residence for a family of five who produces 70% of their 
food on a 700 sq. ft. plot.

Another stop on the tour featured a sprawling 
hugelkultur and native plant landscape. The space 
connects private land to community preservation that 
provides fire protection, water conservation and 
regenerative soil systems. 

The third homeowner converted a pool into a pond, 
providing a living, drinking, bathing, breeding water 
source for many species.

To get involved with the Residential Green Building 
Committee, visit sd-gbc.org/residential_gb



FINANCIALS
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INCOME

EXPENSES



Alessandra Konzen
Development & Philanthropy Manager

Noelle Collins
Communications Coordinator

Robert Carr
Education & Project Manager

Colleen FitzSimons
Executive Director

STAFF
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Gold Level Sponsors 

Silver Level Sponsors 

Stephen Dalton Architects North American Development Bank

Organizational Partners

Friend Level Sponsors

Epic Cleantec Sierra Pacific Windows

Thank you to our incredible 

sponsors!
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