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Why do you wish to join the Board of Directors of the San Diego Green Building Council? 

Have been part of the Board since January of 2021 and truly enjoyed it. I believe I can 

contribute further and better. I was also involved with Green or Energy Efficient Design most of 

my carrier. I am also teaching almost all classes on Environmental Systems in the 

Undergraduate Program at NewSchool, as well as leading (4th Year Level Coordinator) the 

Integrated Design Studio for 8 years now, which is our most comprehensive class in the UG 

Program. All the building developed have to be at least Net-Zero Energy. I was also one the first 

Living Future Ambassadors, starting 2010, at (at the time) the Living Building Challenge 

Organization, now the Living Future Network. Am still constantly presenting their concepts to all 

my students, was just for a moment too busy with both my projects plus full time teaching and 

had to stepped out. I am devoted to the responsibility as an architect, for the natural and built 

environment and to the conscious handling of resources, fostering rethinking and establishing 

these themes in my projects and the architectural curriculum. 

 

Summary of your professional qualifications, knowledge, and experience most relevant to 

SDGBC. Also indicate any senior management and executive level experience. 

I have an international company, Germany / USA (Frankfurt / San Diego), Exitecture architects, 

and have extensive experience as a green architect. As mentioned above I teach Environmental 

Systems and the Integrated Studio in the Undergraduate Program at NewSchool. All my 

architectural studies are from Germany, at the Technical University of Darmstadt, where I've 

received a very technical education with a very strong emphasis on CO2-neutral buildings, 

passive houses, and zero-energy cities. after moving to the US I was still collaborating with TU 

Darmstadt, particularly two of the professors, Manfred Hegger - at that time President of DGNB 

- German Sustainable Building Council, and Anett Joppien - DGNB Vice-President till 2019. 

Sadly Professor Hegger died recently. We have developed a Summer School on 'Active 

Buildings, Active Cities' (in Germany) and I have involved 15 students form San Diego in 2013, 

from both Woodbury and NewSchool. 35 more were part of it form all over the world, from which 

about 20 German students. This was one of the most sophisticated collaborations on Green 

Architectural I have ever been part of. These ongoing collaboration enriches my work in the US 

ever since. As management, I am principal at my own Company, Exitecture ArchLab in San 

Diego and am International Director the larger group Exitecture Architects. At NewSchool I am 

currently Chair of NCAP since 2018 (NewSchool Curriculum and Academic Policy Committee) 

 

Indicate in which area of specific current board needs your experience will be most valuable to 

the organization: 

Sustainable building, design, and construction; Sustainable Education; Renewable Energy 

 



Please indicate any other areas of strength related to board service 

Grant Writing; Public Speaking; Strategic Planning 

 

Please explain your availability and willingness to participate in resource development. This may 

take many forms, including direct sponsorship, helping secure funding, or otherwise opening 

doors to corporate, governmental and charitable sources. 

As during the past years, I would try to make myself available as often as possible. I am very 

committed to the San Diego Green Building Council's cause. 

 

Please indicate your area of professional interest/strengths with respect to the committees: 

Education Advisory Group; Equity; Advocacy; Fundraising 

 

Ambassador, Advocate, or Asker: which one are you?  Ambassadors build the relationships, 

Advocates spread the word, and Askers are the frontline fundraisers.  Check which one or more 

of these roles fit you: 

Ambassador 

 

Please describe what other expertise, experience and resources you bring to the Board of 

Directors. 

Most have been mentioned above, but to emphasize a few, the connection with NewSchool, 

and the German Green Building Council. Also, I have strong organizational skills, as strategic 

planing and Head of Department, but also seminars and events, as well as strong large cohort 

speaker skills. I taught over 200 students large classes at San Diego State and lectured may 

times at UCSD in the Engineering Departments. I am also connected with Architectural 

Foundation and was a juror for Orchid and Onions in 2020 

 

Please describe your experience and any current engagement with other nonprofit 

organizations and governance. 

As mentioned, I have been collaborating with the Living Future Institute and now with the SD 

Architectural Foundation. Worked closely also with Citizens Coordinate for Century 3 (C-3) over 

the past years, present work there, but am in constant collaboration with them particularly 

through Mike Stepner, former NewSchool professor and urban activist. Additionally, am working 

with the Friends of San Diego Architecture and have developed and moderated a panel for them 

on: Breaking Barriers: Women Designing the Built Environment. To governance, s NewSchool 

Curriculum and Policy Committee Chair, I'm currently working on creating an inclusive 

environment at NewSchool, rooted in participatory engagement, soliciting input from multiple 

departments across our institution. Am also supervising a faculty engagement task force to 

identify and develop ways to better increase faculty engagement. 



Please identify any affiliations, memberships, and accreditations that may be valuable to 

SDGBC leadership. 

AIA, SD Architectural Foundation, Friends of San Diego Architecture, Citizens Coordinate for 

Century 3 (C-3), GBI. 

 

Please identify any affiliations or memberships that may cause a potential conflict of interest 

with the San Diego Green Building Council. 

None 

 

Please add any additional thoughts on ways the SDGBC can improve attainment of our vision. 

SDGBC Vision: Our buildings and our communities will regenerate and sustain the health and 

vitality of all life within a generation. 

Cities and buildings are sources of energy for their inhabitants: physically and mentally. We 

must work optimistically, creatively and sometimes provocatively towards a built environment 

which opens new paths for our society. Also, revisit how building systems integrate within their 

natural ecosystems to address consequences of climate change through a regenerative artifact 

that informs the public that nature and urbanism co-exist within a symbiotic relationship. 

 

 


