
  

 

 

  

 

    

 
 
European Parliament  
Rue Wiertz, 60  
1047, Brussels                                                                                             Brussels, 21.12.2020 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission 
 
Dear Mr. Charles Michel, President of the European Council 
 
Dear Mr. David Maria Sassoli, President of the European Parliament 
 
 
 
We are at the end of a very difficult year for the European Union and for the world. The pandemic caused by 
the COVID-19 directly took more than one million and a half lives all over the world and the tragic numbers are 
still rising. In the European Union alone, we have over 300.000 victims.  
 
We should not let their memory fade away. Young and old, women and men their lives were cut short by this 
new virus. Some died heroes, trying to let the world know about the existence of the virus, some went quiet. 
They all deserve to be remembered and honoured.  
 
The vaccinations will symbolically start on the same day in all the member states of the European Union, 
so it would only be appropriate to make this day The Commemoration of the COVID-19 victims.  
 
This should be the day we remember the struggle they had with an unknown virus, the efforts made by the 
whole humanity, the extraordinary fight of the medical workers, the changes this pandemic brought in our society 
and the lessons that we have learned. 
 
We should not let this year pass like any other year. If we do not remember, history might repeat itself and this 
is something we need to avoid. We need to make sure we remember everything form a sceptical beginning, to 
the moment we all understood the gravity of the disease, to the sustained efforts of the specialists and the 
financial and logistical support that came from the authorities.  
 
There are lessons to be learned, protocols to be elaborated and implemented, strategies to be made for those 
moments when we will be facing another pandemic. We can do all those just if we will remember and what 
better way of remembering that dedicating a day every year for commemorating those who lost the fight this 
time? 
 
This year proved once more that we are stronger together and therefore we are asking for a joint declaration for 
the Commemoration Day of the COVID-19 victims.  
 
 
Thank you 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Vlad - Marius BOTOȘ,   MEP, România  
Laurence FARRENG,   MEP, France  
Jan - Christoph OETJEN,  MEP, Germany  
Magdalena ADAMOWICZ,  MEP, Poland  
Vlad GHEORGHE,   MEP, România 


