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Description automatically generated]“My daughter loves the books from the Imagination Library more than any other books she's had. She is autistic and has a speech delay, so she couldn't tell me why she loves them more. It shows when she chooses only these books and shows more of an interest in sitting with me to read. We couldn't be happier!” - Pierce County family








Dear Legislator,

Before report cards and test scores, there are bedtime stories, shared laughter, and small hands learning to turn pages in the arms of a caring adult. These important moments in the earliest years of a child’s life shape their future – igniting confidence, curiosity and laying the groundwork for lifelong learning before they step into the classroom for the first time. 

Since 2022, Imagination Library of Washington - the state partner for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library - has delivered high quality, age-appropriate books to children from birth to age five at no cost to families, thanks to the Legislature’s commitment to early literacy. Today, the program supports 43 local partners across all 39 counties and mails nearly 100,000 books to children every month (serving 19% of children under five), removing cost and access barriers for families in rural, urban, and underserved communities alike. These books are often the first a child owns, becoming the building blocks of early brain development, language acquisition, and school readiness. 

This research-backed early literacy program depends on the state’s continued investment and partnership to survive. Following the loss of funding in the 2025–2027 biennium, restoring funding to Imagination Library of Washington is critical to ensuring young children across our state continue to receive books during their most formative years. We are urging our state leaders to support a $2.75 million year-two request to sustain the 50% public-private funding match that keeps books in the hands of nearly 100,000 young children statewide. For just $1.30 per child per month, the state can sustain access to Imagination Library books for young learners; few investments deliver such far-reaching impact at such a modest cost. 

Every child in Washington deserves to begin school with the foundation they need to succeed. That is why reinvesting in Imagination Library of Washington is not just a budget decision—it is a commitment to our state’s future.

Thousands of Washington families are experiencing the program’s impact firsthand. In a recent statewide survey conducted by Imagination Library of Washington, more than 91% of caregivers reported that the Imagination Library is helping prepare their child for kindergarten, 80% saw an increased interest in books at home, and 76% describe the quality and diversity of the books as excellent. For families, these monthly deliveries are turning shared reading into a powerful learning experience. 

When nearly half of Washington children start kindergarten unprepared (46%) and four in ten fourth graders struggle to read at grade level, early literacy investment is not optional—it is essential to student success throughout the K–12 system and beyond. 

On behalf of every child whose future is shaped by books from the Imagination Library, we urge you to restore funding for Imagination Library of Washington and reaffirm our state’s commitment to early literacy, academic success, and bright futures for every child.

Thank you for your continued leadership and dedication to ensuring Washington’s youngest learners have the strong start they all deserve. 

Warm regards, 
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