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Shortage of Special Education Services
Nearly 20 percent of New York City public school students have Individualized Education
Plans, or IEPs, which indicate that these students are entitled to special services in school, such
as extended time on standardized tests or speech pathology services.1 These students are
entitled to these services by federal law, more specifically, the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA). However, a recent report by the NYC Department of Education (DOE)
showed that as many as 40 percent of the students who should be receiving these services may
not be getting them in New York City.2
This is not a new problem. The federal Department of Education has given NYC public
schools one of its lowest ratings, “Needs Intervention,” in regards to the services provided to
students with special needs.3 In fact, over the past decade there have been a number of class
action lawsuits against the NYC DOE for failing to provide services to students with special
needs.4 5
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One reason for the deficit is the shortage of teachers in New York with a certification in
Special Education. While there is a general shortage of teachers in New York City, there is a
critical shortage of special-needs educators.6 In fact, there’s a shortage across the country. NPR
recently reported that it’s partly due to burnout: on top of meeting their students’ needs, special
ed teachers have to contend with long hours and endless paperwork.7 This leads to high
turnover, especially when there aren not enough special ed teachers to begin with.
In order to serve the growing population of students with special needs in New York, the
DOE must embark on an aggressive campaign to recruit and retain teachers with Special
Education certification. This should include subsidies or grants for the continued training and
support of current teachers as well as for the expenses of certification. This prioritization should
be reflected in a shift in the DOE’s budgetary priorities. Currently, the DOE allocates only four
percent of its budget to servicing students with special needs, which is incongruent with the
percentage of the student population with IEPs.8

The bottom line: any teacher can tell you that special education training is not a
waste of time or resources. When teachers are trained and supported, we are wisely
investing in the future of our city.
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