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Parks and recreation in Vancouver have always distinguished our city and
played a crucial role in enhancing Vancouverites’ quality of life. During the
pandemic, the central importance of parks and recreation was felt like
never before in supporting individual and community well-being. Parks are
the place where we connect with friends and family, get physically active,
and access much-needed fresh air and green space.

We need strong leadership and good governance to support these vital
services now and in the future. Greens will explore new innovative ways to
enhance the experience of everyday users of our parks and recreation sites.
We will bring transparency and principled decision-making that is
accountable to Vancouverites and your community's needs.

Green Commissioners will ensure that all Park Board facilities are operated
and maintained under the highest standards, taking into account the
impact on the climate crisis, urban ecosystems, and sustainability for future
generations.

YOUR PARKS. YOUR FUTURE.

September 2022VANCOUVER Greens Park
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Initial Green Park Board Commissioner actions will include:

• Expand the current pilot project for alcohol consumption in
parks to include all eligible parklands and beaches.

• Work to implement the People, Parks and Dogs Strategy,
including advancing new dog parks in Mount Pleasant and
Kitsilano, while creating multi-access drinking fountains at dog
parks.

• Prioritize completing and implementing the Sports Fields
Strategy and the development of new fields including
accelerating the construction of a synthetic turf field at Sir
Winston Churchill Secondary.

• Actively collaborate with elected members of the federal and
provincial government to seek funding to rebuild the Jericho Pier
into a modern waterfront hub for community building, outdoor
recreation, and harbour safety.

• Initiate a pilot project for an electric trolly loop service within
Stanley Park.

• Finalize planning for the new outdoor swimming pool in Oak
Park (Marpole).

• Renew and update the Vancouver Park Board’s biodiversity
strategy and goals in view of the new Vancouver Plan, blue-green
infrastructure plans, and shoreline resilience strategy.
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A healthy city is one where people can make
meaningful connections while using our public
spaces to improve their health and wellbeing. Our
city should have more accessible opportunities to
gather and celebrate with our communities and to
engage in physical activity, for both ourselves and our
furry friends. Vancouver Green Park Board
Commissioners will:

SUPPORTING HEALTHY
CONNECTED COMMUNITIES 
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Enhance accessibility and support for community
and youth sports organizations, with an emphasis
on programs that support at-risk youth. 

Explore new ways to come together in our public
spaces year-round, while making it easier to host
festivals, pop-up events, food trucks, and beer
gardens in our parks and beaches.

Prioritize maintenance and improvements to our
existing sports fields and playgrounds, while
adding infrastructure to allow for more outdoor
physical activity options in parks.

 



SUPPORTING HEALTHY
CONNECTED COMMUNITIES 
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Expand the number of dog parks across the city
and invest in infrastructure and amenities needed
for dog owners to more adequately enjoy our parks

Expand, improve and connect safe cycling
networks & greenways. Greens at Park Board,
School Board and City Council will work together
to complete a safe, green active transportation
network in Vancouver that connects cycling routes
to schools, community centres, parks, transit, and
employment areas. 

 

 



A just, inclusive city integrates reconciliation into all
its decision-making and approaches First Nations as
partners. Embracing and advancing reconciliation
will lead to a brighter, more equitable future for
everyone. Vancouver Green Park Board
Commissioners will:

ADVANCING RECONCILIATION
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Prioritize collaboration with the xʷməθkʷəy̓əm
(Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and
səl̓ilwətaɁɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations to explore
opportunities for co-management of parklands.

Seek guidance and amplify the voices of
traditional knowledge keepers on ways to support
stewardship of our park ecosystems.

Work with urban Indigenous organizations and
community members to ensure they are included
in the planning and initiatives of the Park Board.

Incorporate Indigenous naming, values, art, and
healing gardens by centering cultural recognition
in the design of our facilities and outdoor spaces 

 



A liveable city is one that supports its people by
providing the community services that they need,
when they need them. Vancouverites are struggling
under the weight of our affordability crisis. Our city
government should be responsive to the day to day
cost of living challenges our residents are facing and
explore creative solutions for how our parks and
public facilities can provide more child care, housing
and community supports. Vancouver Green Park
Board Commissioners will:

UPGRADING COMMUNITY
SERVICES 
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Increase childcare spaces by collaborating with the
Federal Government, Provincial Government, Metro
Vancouver, and City Council on opportunities to
integrate more childcare into the Park Board system.

Connect people sheltering in parks with the
supportive housing and services that they need by
working with City Council, the Provincial Government,
BC Housing, and social service organizations.

Prioritize local food by exploring options to upgrade
our Community Centre facilities with the infrastructure
needed to support the growth of food security
programs across the city.

Increase collaboration between community centres
and neighbouring schools to ensure community needs
are being adequately met.



A strong city is one that incorporates climate
resiliency into all its planning. While we do our part
to reduce emissions and prevent more climate
change from taking hold, we must ensure our city
infrastructure is resilient to the increases in extreme
weather that we are already seeing. Vancouver Green
Park Board Commissioners will:

BUILDING MODERN AND
CLIMATE-RESILIENT FACILITIES
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Prioritize community centre upgrades and renewals
and advocate to the Provincial Government, Metro
Vancouver, City Council, and the City Manager for
funding in the next Capital Plan. 

Invest in climate resilient infrastructure designed to
mitigate potential damage from extreme weather
events and allow our facilities to stay open.

Understand the carbon footprint of all current parks
and facilities with the aim of demonstrating
meaningful and pragmatic action to mitigate our
carbon emissions wherever possible.

Ensure future park and facility designs prioritize the
minimization of environmental and carbon impacts,
so we can be leaders in sustainable, modern, and
innovative infrastructure.

 



A sustainable city is one that recognizes the
importance of our local ecosystems. Healthy
ecosystems mean healthy people - protecting and
strengthening our local ecosystems will support the
health and wellbeing of residents by creating more
tree cover, providing more green space, and
increasing opportunities for physical activity, social
connection, and recreation. Vancouver Green Park
Board Commissioners will:

ENHANCING OUR URBAN
ECOSYSTEMS
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Enhance tree canopy from 23% to 30% by 2030, to
make Vancouver greener and to increase shade during
hot summer months.

Strategically design parks for greater green space
connectivity, to support an increase in biodiversity and
create a connected network for everyday users.

Promote native shoreline improvements to enhance
Vancouver’s natural beauty while providing quality
accessible waterfront recreation areas.

Reintroduce natural, circulating water sources as the
solution to restoring water access to our currently
closed non-circulating water features.

 



An equitable city is one that recognizes the diverse
needs and abilities of all residents. Our parks and
recreation centres should be accessible and support
the health and dignity of every person living in our
city. Vancouver Green Park Board Commissioners
will: 

IMPROVING ACCESS AND
INCLUSION
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Pursue an equitable distribution of parks and
recreation sites across the city, to ensure all
Vancouverites have access to quality parks and
recreation services in their neighbourhood.

Prioritize the creation of more clean and accessible
public washrooms with gender-neutral options, to
remove barriers that limit people’s enjoyment of our
parks and recreation centres.

Enhance access to all Vancouver parks and recreation
centres for visitors with diverse mobility needs, to
support equal opportunity and access for all
Vancouverites

Support multicultural and inclusive programming in
all parks and recreation centres, to allow for greater
accessibility and diversity in programs offered.

 


