
 
 

Date:   February 26, 2019                                    
 
TO:  Board of Education 
 
FROM:   Estrellita Gonzalez, Trustee 
 
RE:  Notice of Motion – Vulnerable Youth Social Housing 
 
Reference to Strategic Plan: 

Goal 3: Create a culture of care and shared social responsibility. 
● Encourage and enhance practices that support cultural, emotional, physical and mental 

well-being. 
● Support effective, thoughtful transitions for all students at each stage of their 

development. 
● Increase Indigenous students’ sense of pride, self-esteem, belonging, place, acceptance 

and caring in their schools. 
● Support collaborative relationships with community partners that enhance student 

learning and well-being. 
 
Goal 4: Provide effective leadership, governance and stewardship. 

● Advocate for public education. 
● Effectively utilize school district resources and facilities. 
● Support effective communication, engagement and community partnerships. 

 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
 
That the VBE request staff to identify, in collaboration with stakeholders and VBE partners at the 
City of Vancouver, Province of BC and the Federal government, ways of utilizing VBE-owned 
land for the development of social housing to accommodate vulnerable youth as they complete 
their high school requirements and graduate.  
 
The work would include asking staff to: 
 

● Develop guiding principles for which VBE land would be suitable for the development 
and construction of vulnerable youth social and possibly other types of youth housing; 

● Identify and consider the capital and operating costs associated with developing 
vulnerable youth social housing and present possible scenarios; 

● Determine the need vis-à-vis actual vulnerable student numbers; 
● Consult and work with VBE staff in relation to implementation within the Long Range 

Facilities Plan, and 
● Meet with stakeholder groups, community groups and the public to solicit feedback. 

 
And that next steps would be for staff to bring forward a plan that includes: 
 

Item 10.2 



● Identifying City requirements regarding zoning, permits, etc.; 
● Specific goals and targets with timelines and deliverables, and  
● How VBE will work with the three levels of government (federal, provincial and 

municipal) to determine funding options to accomplish these goals. 
 
RATIONALE:   
 
The cost of housing in Vancouver is a challenge for many and vulnerable youth are particularly 
affected by the threat of homelessness.  
 
In speaking with community organizations such as Covenant House and the YWCA, I learned 
that access to safe, affordable housing is the biggest obstacle vulnerable youth have to finishing 
school, finding a career path and learning the life skills necessary to start adult life and thrive. 
From teen moms and street kids to indigenous and MCFD youth, many of these young people 
never get the opportunity they need to start life right. 
 
Though this social inequity is not the responsibility of the VBE to fix, VBE can assist in other 
ways. The VBE does have land, lots of land and land is the key to affordable housing options. 
As with my Workforce Housing motion brought forward last year, I propose we look at 
incorporating social housing aimed specifically at vulnerable young people into the Long Range 
Facilities Plan and process.  
 
The mandate of the VBE is to provide safe, inclusive and nurturing environments to children in 
order that they can work their way through kindergarten to grade 12 and graduate. It is VBE’s 
aim and I believe, responsibility, to graduate students. However, vulnerable youth are often 
neglected, often through no fault of their own, and suffer lifelong consequences to this false 
start. 
 
Constructing suitable accommodation on VBE land would allow for a community whereby 
students could connect and support each other. It would allow for support services such as 
daycare for teen moms, health and mental health / addictions services and life / career 
coaching. Imagine the possibilities? Perhaps modular housing on a VBE high school land for 
teen moms? And rather than placing MCFD youth in hotel rooms, we could house them in a 
mixed use social development with a community setting, supports and other youth and mentors 
where they work together to graduate and have a career path moving forward.  
 
The VBE cannot do this alone. It needs the support of government, the community, local 
charities and stakeholders. Let’s work together to create viable, livable accommodation to meet 
the needs of these vulnerable students and help them get the start in life we all deserve. 
  
As a Board it is imperative we look at innovative and maybe even radical ways to solve 
challenges. Vancouver’s vulnerable youth need us to step up and help them become productive 
citizens, something that will greatly help our city and province for generations to come. 


