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Biosecurity consultant says Victorian farmers
need to be more aware of mosquito-borne
viruses
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Farmers are being cautioned about mosquito-borne viruses as more extreme weather
events occur. Picture: Shutterstock

A biosecurity consultant to industry and government has warned

Victorian farmers that they need to be more observant to the

dangers of mosquito-borne diseases even months after major floods

ravaged Victoria.

Ron Glanville, Woodend, who was a former Queensland chief

veterinary officer said that more unusual weather patterns could

expose farmers to the risk of a Murray Valley encephalitis infection.

ADVERTISEMENT

Last week Victorian's Health Department confirmed a third

Victorian died from a confirmed case of Murray Valley encephalitis

(MVE).

MORE NEWS: City hit with flash flooding as storm sweeps through

Dr Glanville said while it was clear major weather events increases

risk for those who work outdoors, the spread of the diseases was

"unpredictable".
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"It's important to be aware that these are complex systems between

mosquitos, water birds and other interactions that animals have
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with these viruses," he said.

"The sum result of all that is that sometimes, no-one can predict

diseases like Japanese encephalitis coming to Victoria, as it had only

really been mainly seen in Cape York."

But despite that, he said people shouldn't be complacent in thinking

that Victoria's cooler climate to Queensland means they have a

lower risk of being infected.

"While it was a little bit of a surprise to see Japanese encephalitis

here last year... in hindsight it's not surprising at all," he said.

"Any insect-borne virus is likely to increase in the wet conditions

we had last year and as our climate changes and becomes more

variable, we will see more of this kind of thing."

While less than one per cent of people develop severe disease from

MVE Dr Glanville said farmers need to be aware of any symptoms

that develop, which occur after 1-2 weeks after being bitten.

The only other animal that can be severely affected by MVE are

horses.

"MVE isn't really a big issue with livestock, except for those farms

who hold horses," Dr Glanville said.

"There is a small number of people who get infected and have no or

mild symptoms, but there are some cases where it can affect the

brain badly and some can die."

OTHER STORIES:

Driver set to stand trial over cyclist's death

Campaspe Shire could move from five wards to three

Staging fine-tuned on Ulumbarra's epic Ring Cycle

People who receive the disease may also display fever, nausea,

vomiting and muscle aches.

Prior to the three deaths, the virus had not been seen in the state for

50 years.

All cases spent time in northern Victoria during their acquisition

periods.
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There is no effective treatment or vaccine for Murray Valley

encephalitis, with the government health department urging that

those who work outdoors regularly to protect themselves against

mosquito bites.

Human vaccines for Japanese encephalitis are available for people in

high exposure areas, including piggeries and high-risk council

areas.

Digital subscribers now have the convenience of faster news, right

at your fingertips with the Bendigo Advertiser app. Click here to

download.

Trending Articles

Comments LOG IN  | SIGN UP

Share

DC David Chapman
Deputy editor

0 Comments

FOLLOW

ADVERTISEMENT

FOLLOW

 Start the conversation

Powered by

RECOMMENDED Recommended by

Start the conversation

$0 brokerage on your first 10 trades

ALL COMMENTS NEWEST

News Home

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/app/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bendigoadvertiser.com.au%2Fstory%2F8132835%2Ffarmers-urged-to-protect-themselves-against-unpredictable-mosquito-borne-diseases%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bendigoadvertiser.com.au%2Fstory%2F8132835%2Ffarmers-urged-to-protect-themselves-against-unpredictable-mosquito-borne-diseases%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bendigoadvertiser.com.au%2Fstory%2F8132835%2Ffarmers-urged-to-protect-themselves-against-unpredictable-mosquito-borne-diseases%2F
mailto:?subject=Check%20this%20out&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bendigoadvertiser.com.au%2Fstory%2F8132835%2Ffarmers-urged-to-protect-themselves-against-unpredictable-mosquito-borne-diseases%2F
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/profile/1298/david-chapman/
https://bit.ly/PowerByViafoura
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1260525.2334900OUTBRAINAU0/B29618844.362763630;dc_trk_aid=553623520;dc_trk_cid=188838260;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1260525.2334900OUTBRAINAU0/B29618844.362763630;dc_trk_aid=553623520;dc_trk_cid=188838260;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N1260525.2334900OUTBRAINAU0/B29618844.362763630;dc_trk_aid=553623520;dc_trk_cid=188838260;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;ltd=?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/


29/03/2023, 08:57 Biosecurity consultant says Victorian farmers need to be more aware of mosquito-borne viruses | Bendigo Advertiser | Bendigo, VIC

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8132835/farmers-urged-to-protect-themselves-against-unpredictable-mosquito-borne-diseases/?cs=80 4/5

Local News

Climate fix on backburner as council braces for economic firestorm

1

Former bricklayer recommends a career in blue

Who will be crowned at this year's Bendigo Business Excellence Awards?

'Plan ahead': Easter Festival set to transform city centre

Get the latest Bendigo news in your inbox
Sign up for our newsletter to stay up to date.

Chinese EV startup
Nio to install 1,000
battery swap stations
Nikkei Asia

Promoted

Digital gamble pays
off for CBA as Unloan
wins best new hom…
Mozo

Promoted

Why Seniors with
private health cover
are losing money
Health Insurance Comparison

Promoted

Ancient treasures and
ruins to a modern day
miracle city

Branded Content

Bendigo’s arts and
entertainment
highlights for 2017

Five Bendigo schools
close after students
test positive for…

Should You Stay
Loyal To Your Health
Fund in 2023?
iSelect

Promoted

Diabetes Is Not From
Sweets: Meet The
Enemy
Investing Magazine

Promoted

Victoria Pensioners
Over 60 Are Eligible
For These New…
Hear Clear

Promoted

Aussies Born Before
1962 Can Get Health
Cover For Under $2…
Health Insurance Comparison

Promoted

India ride-hailer Ola
mulls branching into
more digital services
Nikkei Asia

Promoted

Here Is Why You
Should Never Set and
Forget Your Health…
iSelect

Promoted

Twilight Market: Friday,Twilight Market: Friday,
31st March 2023! Start31st March 2023! Start
from 5 to 8pm.from 5 to 8pm.

News Home

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8137621/climate-fix-on-backburner-as-council-braces-for-economic-firestorm/
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8137621/climate-fix-on-backburner-as-council-braces-for-economic-firestorm/#comments
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8139127/former-bricklayer-recommends-a-career-in-blue/
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8139127/former-bricklayer-recommends-a-career-in-blue/#comments
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8138543/who-will-be-crowned-at-this-years-bendigo-business-excellence-awards/
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8138543/who-will-be-crowned-at-this-years-bendigo-business-excellence-awards/#comments
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8138934/plan-ahead-easter-festival-set-to-transform-city-centre/
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8138934/plan-ahead-easter-festival-set-to-transform-city-centre/#comments
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Electric-cars-in-China/Chinese-EV-startup-Nio-to-install-1-000-battery-swap-stations?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA_AUS_EBS&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=M7-14&obOrigUrl=true
https://mozo.com.au/home-loans/articles/unloan-named-australia-s-best-new-home-loan?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_campaign=CBA50_Interest&mz_source=Outbrain__CBA50_Interest&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://lp.healthinsurancecomparison.com.au/price-of-loyalty/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=00f49e3a2651afbfd11fcb45b8a549819a&utm_content=00e9811cfde3014312b806f2cc06517a31&utm_term=$section_id$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&conversion_name=hiclead&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/8083391/breathe-in-the-wonders-of-ancient-worlds/?cs=14255&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/5128650/bendigos-arts-and-entertainment-highlights-for-2017/?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/7474678/multiple-schools-across-bendigo-close-after-students-test-positive-for-covid-19/?obOrigUrl=true
https://isu.iselect.com.au/health/rate-rise-rise-native/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Health_BAU_Loyalty_23_Desktop&obOrigUrl=true
https://za.investing.com/magazine/commonly-eaten-foods-that-are-bad-for-your-health/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=00a081735c4d95d5776f3a46e53f7ee025&utm_content=Diabetes+Is+Not+From+Sweets%3A+Meet+The+Enemy&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&origin=outbrain&outbrain_params[ad_id]=005a40374fbea0fd46e29b2f2cd14611c0&outbrain_params[doc_title]=Commonly+Eaten+Foods+That+Are+Bad+for+Your+Health+and+Your+Wallet&outbrain_params[doc_author]=Commonly+Eaten+Foods+That+Are+Bad+for+Your+Health+and+Your+Wallet+%7C+In&outbrain_params[doc_id]=006447c0aa7d2d4a51e7c5f304f2a650f1&outbrain_params[ad_title]=Diabetes+Is+Not+From+Sweets%3A+Meet+The+Enemy&outbrain_params[publish_date]=20210918&outbrain_params[req_id]=$req_id$&outbrain_params[source_id]=$source_id$&outbrain_params[promoted_link_id]=005a40374fbea0fd46e29b2f2cd14611c0&outbrain_params[time_stamp]=$time_stamp$&outbrain_params[campaign_id]=00a081735c4d95d5776f3a46e53f7ee025&outbrain_params[uuid]=$uuid$&outbrain_params[section_id]=$section_id$&outbrain_params[section_name]=$section_name$&outbrain_params[publisher_id]=$publisher_id$&outbrain_params[publisher_name]=$publisher_name$&outbrain_params[ob_click_id]=$ob_click_id$&outbrain_params[android_id]=$android_id$&outbrain_params[idfa]=$idfa$&outbrain_params[cpc]=$cpc$&im_dars=1x100_3x112_5x934_7x824&im[p19]=194417&obOrigUrl=true
https://web.hearclear.com/latest-australian-hearing-technology/?utm_campaign=007ef85df6885f1ca796faf1f94e58928c&utm_content=009b263db93e3b2a8066f2fb27d6a2dd98&cid=586b9607e9795&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&campaign=586b9607e9795-B2C-HA-AU-HC-OCT22-D&content=%24%7Bregion%7D%24+Pensioners+Over+60+Are+Eligible+For+These+New+Hearing+Aids&source=outbrain&network=$section_name$&utm_term=$section_id$&title=%24%7Bregion%7D%24+Pensioners+Over+60+Are+Eligible+For+These+New+Hearing+Aids&outbrainclickid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://lp.healthinsurancecomparison.com.au/health-insurance-from-x-a-day/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_campaign=0067c7c0407f950c150b8b690a36c4b7b9&utm_content=00f14e823e73f8967ac0af61f685a6da38&utm_term=$section_id$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&conversion_name=hiclead&obOrigUrl=true
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Companies/India-ride-hailer-Ola-mulls-branching-into-more-digital-services?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA_AUS_EBS&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=M7-14&obOrigUrl=true
https://isu.iselect.com.au/health/rate-rise-rise-native-seniors/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=BAU_Curiosity_22_Mobile&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=Health_BAU_Curiosity_22_Desktop&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/


29/03/2023, 08:57 Biosecurity consultant says Victorian farmers need to be more aware of mosquito-borne viruses | Bendigo Advertiser | Bendigo, VIC

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/story/8132835/farmers-urged-to-protect-themselves-against-unpredictable-mosquito-borne-diseases/?cs=80 5/5

Enter your email

Notify me

We care about the protection of your data. Read our Privacy Policy.

AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY MEDIA

BENDIGO ADVERTISER

OUR SITES

SUBMIT

News Home

https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/privacy/
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Bendigo-Advertiser/301746202026
https://twitter.com/BgoAddy
https://www.bendigoadvertiser.com.au/

