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INTRO: 10 Years of VFFC

It’s truly remarkable to be looking back on 
10 years since our community rolled up its 

sleeves, gave dollars, equipment, time, trust 
and helping hands to create a food center 
in the heart of Downtown Rutland. It’s also 
fitting that our 10th year has been shaped by a 
deepened commitment to dig in, right where we 
are, to improve the health and wellbeing of our 
community. 

In 2012, VFFC incorporated as a non-profit 
and purchased the blighted industrial site with 
community resilience and food security in mind. 
VFFC envisioned a thriving Food Hub located in 
the Heart of Rutland; an infrastructure solution 
built to increase access to locally produced 
foods and goods and to know the people that 
made it. VFFC’s mission was to be a conduit for 

education that encouraged 
reliance on local food 
production, empowering 
our community’s ability to 
nimbly respond to basic 
needs and crises regardless 
of its source and nature. 

One of VFFC’s founders 
and visionaries, Greg 
Cox reflects, “When I 
think about how I first got 
involved with VFFC, it 

actually goes back a 
really long time…to the 
early 70’s. I was young, 
in my twenties, and 
involved in NOFA and 
other groups trying to 
change the local food 

system. We were all part of the back-to-the-land 
movement that came to Vermont in the 60’s. Most 
of us were old hippies who had grown weary of 
trying to change the world. Wilson (Bill) Clark was 
amongst us. He was an older generation farmer, 
and president of Vermont Maple Association at the 
time, and he pitched the concept of the original 
farmers market in Rutland in an amazing speech to 
the Board of Aldermen. It was just an idea —local 
food was not even on anyone’s radar yet. 

So that became our mission. We set out to change 
the local food system – to go back to local, to 
make things sustainable and resilient, because we 
saw that everything was growing so large. And it 
has proven true. With baby formula, with oil, with 
everything – these systems are efficient when 
they work, but they’re not resilient, they’re not 
sustainable. We promoted the local food movement 
to make our communities healthy – we thought 
food was the answer to healthcare. We were way 
ahead of our time.”

Now, here we are, July 2022. Ten years of 
Vermont Farmers Food Center, and the 
community-driven success of farmers markets 
and small food businesses has become an 
integral part of our local economy and our ability 
to get more local foods to the places where 
we all eat. This momentum has ushered in the 
resources and trust in our vision as we begin to 
write the next chapter of our community food 
hub and continue to build “pathways” for the 
next generation of Vermonters, family farms and 
food businesses.

Enjoy this commemoration of photos and 
stories from all who built and have sustained the 
Vermont Farmers Food Center. A place in our 
community to eat, connect, innovate and create 
our food future. 

Inspired and gratefully yours,

Heidi & Greg 
VFFC’s Executive Director and Board President
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Excerpt from the Grand Opening program of Vermont 
Farmers Food Center, November 3rd, 2012 
“Looking back – Moving forward”

The Vermont Farmers Food Center is the nonprofit arm and the 
creation of the Vermont Farmers Market. It is the next generation 

that will allow farmers to expand into new areas of production and 
ensure the community a year round local food system. The Farmers 
market has evolved over thirty years. People now recognize the 
difference between food grown and produced locally from that which 
is trucked over hundreds of miles, preserved and packaged weeks, 
sometimes months before it is consumed. 

The Vermont Farmers Food Center opens a new chapter and offers 
exciting challenges to create an economy around local food. Food, 
nutrition instruction and cooking classes for a healthier community 
are central to the food center’s plans. Classes are scheduled to 
begin next spring. VFFC will also serve as an agricultural events 
center during the summer months when the Farmers Market moves 
to its traditional location in Depot Park. It will host food festivals, 
showcase new products and gradually bring more people into the 
world of eating fresh local foods.

CONGRATULATIONS
ON 10 YEARS!

rutlandvermont.com

Carpet Warehouse is happy 
to be a VFFC sponsor. 

Happy 10 year 
anniversary!

www.carpetwarehousevt.com
164 U.S. Route 4 East, Rutland, VT 05701 | 802-747-3314
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IMPETUS FOR VFFC: OWN OUR FOOD FUTURE
History of Vermont Farmers Food Center Site, 251 West Street, Rutland, Vermont

It was a new and exciting possibility for Rutland. It 
was about looking at new ways of doing things for 

farmers and for the food economy in our area; the 
innovative ideas being put forth by the farmers of the 
VFFC, I knew would be good for the city. It was great to 
see the creativity and challenge for Rutland to embrace 
something good for farmers and the wider community. 

My father was a farmer in Germany, and he cared a 
great deal about the land that he left behind. When he 
moved to Vermont in 1938, he purchased land in Vermont and New 
York and either preserved it or leased it to farmers. So for me, working with the founders of 
the VFFC was one way to honor my father.

- Allen Gartner

Thomas Ross founded the Lincoln Iron Works at the 
present site of Vermont Farmers Food Center in 

1864 as a manufacturer of marble-working and quarrying 
equipment. Over the years the plan produced a wide range 
of products, from iron drain covers to steam engines, gang 
saws for stone, hoists, pulleys, pumps, aluminum furniture 
and the now very collectible Crescent coffee and spice mill. 
Lincoln Iron Works continued to operate until 1961, other 
businesses occupied the site and in 1978, Allen and Edward 
Gartner acquired the property to house portions of their 
Mintzer Brothers building supply business.

In July of 2012, Vermont Farmers Food Center purchased 
the property from the Gartners with their help and support. 
We are indebted to their generous spirit and their belief in 
our goals to make the Vermont Farmers Food Center a food 
and agricultural centerpiece of the Rutland economy. We 
thank you.

-VFFC Opening Day Program, 2012

Congrats to VFFC 
and all of the local 

farmers and producers 
for 10 years! Looking 

forward to the exciting 
next 10 of relocalizing 

the food system.
The DiPrinzio-Garson Family

Lisa, Ray, Harry, Charlie

Building line drawing, circa 2012

SINCE 1816

Experience the heart of 
Dorset, VT

Since 1816, a country 
store rich in tradition, love 
and the spirit of Southern 

Vermont.

Offering specialty Vermont 
products, deli, bakery, 

prepared food, wine and 
groceries.

The Dorset Union Store

31 Church Street
Dorset, VT
802-867-4400

Tuesday - Saturday 7:30-5:00
Closed Sunday-Monday
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The challenge to open a winter market presented itself in 2007. Vermont 
Farmers Market members took the plunge and moved into the Strand 

Theater space behind the Rutland Area Food Co-op. Almost immediately 
there was a waiting list of vendors and a stream of shoppers. The market soon 
outgrew the space. But it opened new horizons for the farmers whose growth 
was constrained by lack of space but not their imaginations.

Community Grassroots Movement
TRANSFORMING 251 WEST STREET

Congratulations

10
anniversary

on your

YEAR

I was on the farmers market board through that transition, 
voting to make a new entity that could have the 

foundational framework to go about creating something like the 
Vermont Farmers Food Center, an entity that could actually 
acquire an asset and manage it and make a permanent home for 
the farmers market.

I still remember the board meeting which had some lively 
discussions about whether the farmers market had the capacity to 
make some of these big moves. For the folks that were trying to 
make their living out of the farmer’s market it was clear that the 
status quo wasn’t really conducive for maintaining a 52 week 
market in the old space. There’s just so much unmet demand and 
so many more up and coming growers coming onto the space that 
the community needed some next steps to be taken.

- Joe Bossen, Owner Vermont Bean Crafters

It started with our Winter Market at the Strand Theater behind the Coop. Greg 
started talking about us buying a place and becoming owners instead of renters. 

One day I said I’ll help you out with this and we will see what we can do. We needed the 
agreement of the farmers market members, we had a big meeting, Greg and I spoke 
about the buying of the market, members voted and approved. We had saved money and 
they needed to approve the use of that money to make the down payment.

 - Paul Horton 

GAGNON

Native Vermont Lumber
Hemlock Framing Stock and Custom Cut Timbers

White Pine Flooring and Siding
Shiplap, V-Groove, Tongue&Groove

Bark Mulch, Wood Chips, Sawdust

Ken and Joe Gagnon
89 Stevens Road, Pittsford, VT 05763

(802) . 483-6550    gagnonlumber.com

Planning a building project or timber harvest?
CONTACT US

6         Vermont Farmers Food Center: Celebrating 10 Years



The Maiden family
congratulates VFFC on 10 years

of food system relocalization.

Greg asked me to be involved and I was very much interested in 
healthy food and food as medicine. At that time people weren’t sure 

we were going to be able to pull this off and that was how I kind of got on. 
Once I got on, I got on full bore. We had the meetings at our house – after the 
market, the farmers would come to our house. My husband, Wayne, would 
have his home-brewed beer, and food, and that kept up attendance. 

Martha Izzi kept us on the ground. She knew about fundraising 
and proper regulations and such. She gave it the structure we 
needed.

My whole programming was based on food is medicine – food 
is health –  the fact you’re getting a more quality product. 

David O’Rourke was fabulous. He was a volunteer and he was 
superb at organization. Once we started cleaning out the 
building, I started making lunch and feeding the volunteers. 
That whole community was built around food, and that follows 
today.  

- Kathleen Krevetski, VFFC Founding Board member, retired 
nurse and community activist

We decided to form a separate cooperation for two reasons. We had customers 
ready to make tax deductible donations to buy the windows, so to receive those we 
needed to become a 501c3, Kathleen did research and realized we could add an education 
component to do that. Rob was the one who came up with the name Vermont Farmers 
Food Center. Plural not possessive. I filed the initial articles of incorporation.

- Paul Horton, Foggy Meadows Farm

*** 10% OFF YOUR ORDER! 
One Coupon Per Order. Good for Both Locations ***

Freshest Ingredients Means 
Food That Is Exceptional

Find us Rollin’ in the community
 by visiting our Facebook page 

for our weekly schedule

802-683-4124
Onsite At The Cluckin Cafe, Rte. 7, Pittsford

WWW.THEROLLINROOSTER.COM

A Unique Culinary Experience
Open Monday for Mexican 5-8 pm

 Wednesday & Thursday 5-8 pm 
Friday & Saturday 11:30 am-9 pm

Sunday 9 am-3 pm

Cluckin’ Cocktails
2044 US. Rte. 7, Pittsford • 802-725-8041
WWW.THECLUCKINCAFE.COM
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Hot Mix Asphalt Sales 
& Recycling

Industrial • Commercial • Municipal
Roads • Parking Lots • Tennis Courts

Excavation & Grading • Pavement Texturing
Asphalt Reclaiming & Cold Planing

Fax 802-438-5138
PO Box 154, Route 4A, Center Rutland, VT 05736

802-438-5454
FULLY INSURED

BUY LOCAL

Local Producer & 
Installation of 

Hot Mix Asphalt

Greg approached me and wanted to know if I could do a feasibility 
study for the Farmers Market – to determine whether they could 

afford their own place or not. I did the study and basically told them that 
as they existed that day they could not afford their own place. Greg took 
that as a challenge. 

In the study I also laid out a path for them to proceed. I recommended 
that they form a non-profit, for tax reasons and to raise money. I 
volunteered to do a little bit more work, and then they got a little bit of 
grant money to help clean the place up. 

I talked to vendors, I talked to business people, I talked to plumbers, 
contractors and construction people, and farmers and window people 
and door people and roofing people. 

I spent the better part of six months rounding up volunteers. We had a 
little bit of money but we really needed a lot of volunteer work and a lot 
of elbow work. We had volunteers there at least every Sunday. I had 
charts up on the inside of things to do, so if somebody could come during 
the week there was a list of something they could do to help us all out. On 
a given Sunday afternoon we could have 25 – 30 people in there, all 
sprucing up the place.

- David O’Rourke, Initial VFFC project manager 

Before After

Image from “Feeding a New Economy” a Great Jones Production.
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They had ideas, they appealed to the city, the state, USDA rural development, and everything like that and even 
though they’re trying to get support and buy-in from all these different levels they didn’t wait for that buy-in 

necessarily to move things forward. They were always in the act of making the changes themselves. They were the change 
agents and they were trying to build bridges and advocates out of folks at every step of the journey. I think that’s kind of the 
only way to get anything done in the world. You can’t expect anyone else to make your priorities their priorities. I think every 
community needs a few folks like that and I think we’re all made a little better for it.  

- Joe Bossen

So many 
people came 

to help. I brought my 
bulldozer, Charlie 
brought fill, four of 
us went in with our 
chainsaws, you 
couldn’t even see the 
buildings from the 
road. 

We had this mantra 
that we would keep 
moving forward until 
something stopped 
us and nothing 
stopped us.

- Paul Horton
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Business Opportunities, 52 Weeks A Year Food Access, 
Potential For Agriculture As Regional Economic Engine

WINTER MARKET OPENS

I remember on opening day people 
walked in with tears, in their eyes 

when they walked in.

- Paul Horton

My husband Scott and I started farming in the area, apprenticing with Paul 
Horton at Foggy Meadow, and then with Greg Cox at Boardman Hill where 

we leased our land to start Alchemy Gardens. They asked me to join the first VFFC 
board, and I was excited to get involved with the vision. Right from the beginning 

the winter market was really 
exciting. It had such great energy 
and was super crowded. It was an 
exciting move from the Coop and 
opened up the opportunity for us to keep selling 
our veggies through the winter. It was really 
important for growing our business and 
customer base at that time.

- Lindsay Courcelle, co-founder Alchemy 
Gardens, former VFFC board member
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The Market has been a testing ground for 
unique products that has spawned several 

small businesses. Some of those food-based 
businesses have become anchor tenants at VFFC 
and have grown to impressive sales levels with 
distribution points throughout the northeast. 
The Farmers Market in Rutland today is a food 
and agricultural economic engine with receipts 
grossing over a million dollars a year.

ANCHOR FOOD BUSINESS TENANT COLOCATION

Being here at Vermont Farmers Food Center 
has been a big part of our growth. Our first 

big step was in 2017 when we moved here to 
Rutland and got access to the kitchen here which 
was our big pain point at the time... We wouldn’t be 
where we are today had we not been here and 
working in this space with all the wonderful people 
and in the community in Rutland. Adding value to 
agricultural products is what makes Vermont go 
‘round. The vision for the space at large is to 
continue to put infrastructure in place that supports 
that overall mission. The people in my industry, 
specialty food, are always looking for that place, 
that co-packer, that shared use kitchen, that 
opportunity to get out of their garage, to get out of 
their sugar house into something bigger.

- Rob Hauslein, Co-owner, Sugar Bob’s Finest Kind

Basically you’ve taken the whole 
value chain in terms of the food system 
and put it into one place under one roof. 
There’s so many places in the country that 
would give anything to have what we 
have right now.

 - Philip Ackerman-Leist
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COMMUNITY FOOD ACCESS
When VFFC purchased the former Lincoln Iron Works property at 251 

West Street, it was a year after tropical storm Irene had presented 
Rutland County with a new definition of community crisis. Irene physically cut 
Rutland off from the rest of Vermont by destroying bridges and roads to the 
north, south and east. This climate disaster at home demonstrated, for the first 
time in recent memory, the fragility of Rutland’s food security, and the global 
interdependence we’ve come to rely on.

I became involved through Farmacy. A neighbor of mine was getting vegetables, and so I 
started getting vegetables and got my doctor to fill out a form. I’m a people person and the 

more I got involved, picking up vegetables and finding friendly faces, I decided I wanted to be more 
involved. Plus I’m very curious. One day I cut up vegetables, another day I husked corn for Harvest 
Fest, and then I just hung out in the kitchen and told stories to everyone and I think they liked it. I see 
a real future here at the Vermont Farmers Food Center and I want to be involved in it.

- Mary Hickey, Farmacy Member

The whole thing was about food security 
and knowing your farmers. If the trucks 

stopped coming to Rutland it would be three 
days and the shelves would be empty. So, those 
of us that were paying attention were like, okay, 
we are going to know our farmers so we would 
know what to do if that was the case. It was all 
as food as medicine, food is health.

- Kathleen Krevetski
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GROWING COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS 
THROUGH EDUCATION

I am very happy to share my culture through my food. It 
was a really, really great experience when we cooked 

the lamb. It was a great experience for me and my mother to 
do Traditions Table. I was really glad to do something for our 
community, for Rutland. I really love the people here, they are 
so friendly and nice. Whenever I need support, I find it here, 
people like you, to be so nice, so friendly, everywhere here at 
the school, the hospital, VFFC. Really that’s why cooking that 
day was something simple for me to share and make people 
happy and give back to the community.

- Ilham Kirtu, Traditions Table chef

SAGE was just beginning and aligned 
with VFFC because we supported what 

they did and they supported what we did. 
Greg and I were constantly in dialogue every 
week at the market with what was 
happening locally. His dreams become 

reality because he is so good at knowing 
people, talking to people, and bringing them into his vision. Galen Miller 

(of SAGE) really connected with Heidi Lynch (of VFFC) cooking with the Farmacy 
program, where they were inspired by the stories of the members to create the Root 
Words project, which combined our talents to really contribute to the community. 

In this society that’s so divided, and people having completely different versions of 
reality, food is like this basic need and pleasure, and something that you can share. 
That’s why the Traditions Tables community meals were so great.

- Joan Aleshire, founder of SAGE
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CULTURAL EXCHANGE & 
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
THROUGH FOOD

We’re here for youWe’re here for you
LOCALLOCAL Branches

Call Center
Video Branch

In-branch ∙ at home ∙ wherever you are

Thank you so much for allowing our 
students this opportunity. They are so 

happy when they are at the greenhouse! 

- Jenna Whitehorne

As a volunteer, I’ve gotten to know a 
few of the different farms around, so 

you just get more of an idea of the breadth 
of what’s happening here in our 
community, it’s really great. For me, it’s 
been a wonderful opportunity to get 
involved in the community. I have never 
lived in a community where fresh, local 
food was as easily available to me as it is 
here. So this has been the closest to the 
farm that I’ve ever actually experienced. So, our family has started 
eating differently because we have access to this great food. 

Whether you are someone buying food, helping with the preparation helping 
with distribution, or you are one of the farms, VFFC brings people together. You 
get to know really good people. 

-Jo Yoder, VFFC volunteer and supporter
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BIGGEST
COMMUNITY
Killington Resort is proud to work with Vermont 
Farmers Food Center to source locally grown food 
for past and future giveaways for our staff and 
community.  Working together so we can all 
Play Forever.

As a part of our 
collaboration our second 

grade classes have all worked 
with the program learning about 
planting and gardening with the 
Farm Center staff at the 
greenhouses and the 
classrooms, and now they’re 
continuing at their own homes … These past years have been a 
really nice way for our school and our students to be having some 
meaningful authentic and hands-on learning.

- Suzanne Engles, Principal of Northeast School 

The year has come to a 
close and we wanted to 

take a minute to say thank you 
for everything your organization 
did to help in the development 
of our students. The students 
truly thrived under your 
guidance and acceptance. It was a challenging year, 
on multiple levels for our students, but with your help and kindness, our 
students made it through and came out stronger and more resilient. 

- Tiffini Patterson, RIS

 VFFC is such a staple 
in the community for 

outreach and letting other people 
use the space. I was there when they were doing the boxes 
and just the community involvement and how open they are to not just 
feeding people but making sure everyone has a home, is special.

- Olivia Lyons, CEDRR
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KNOW YOUR FARMER KNOW YOUR FOOD 

I think one of the coolest things for me in that whole process was for 
Rutland to become the first place in the state to have this winter 

farmers market that ended up pushing everybody into a 52 weeks out of 
the year scenario where there was local food that could be purchased at a 
market. For that to happen in Rutland instead of in Burlington or 
Brattleboro or Montpelier, I think that was a real stake in the ground that 
continues to be, I think a really important milestone for us.

-Philip Ackerman-Leist, VFFC board member, author, founder of GMC farm

As soon as the winter market started inside at VFFC we were 
there. We were there from the beginning and now we’ve done 

the Everyone Eats program since that program began. The winter 
market is the way I started first so that was the first step for me 
before opening the restaurant.

We can buy the veggies from the VFFC online market and they are 
including so much stuff every day. I feel like VFFC is going to be 
helping the community more and more each day. We are using local 
products more than we did before. I didn’t even know where to buy 
local products and now I can shop online for them. I think that’s the 
thing I feel like is a big change for us. We can buy more veggies like 
onions, potatoes, tomatoes, and other seasonal veggies, so I try to 
use that in my menu a lot. I never used local ingredients before, we 
ordered from the regular wholesalers and now I can buy the local 
products from our own community, the people I know.

- Rina Harchind, Co-Owner Little Haveli

(Phil) I met Greg my freshman year at Green Mountain College on 
a field trip for an organic agriculture class in 2018, he just sort of 

brought us along and roped us into doing whatever needed to be done. 
We leased some land from Greg and chose to do it in Rutland because of 
the Food Center. Development is happening here. I see it as an 
agricultural hub, a social hub. For us, as new growers, we see it as a 
valuable resource, with access to market, storage, education, and 
networking. And we see it as having a very large impact on public health 
in Rutland, because without good food you can’t have healthy people. 

(Mya) We just believe in the Food Center, we’re excited to help move it 
along and be a part of it. I feel like it’s going to have a huge benefit on 
the future of Rutland. Just becoming a farmer is really hard on your own. 
We are really lucky to have Greg, and I feel like the Food Center can 
become something that can help more than just one farmer at a time, 
they can help more young people.

- Phil Prevosto & Mya Brown, co-owners Tell a Tale Farm
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READY TO GROW: 
AGRICULTURAL MEETING 
COMMUNITY NEEDS AS 
ECONOMIC ENGINE
2020- The COVID-19 pandemic, like Tropical Storm Irene, created waves that 
disrupted the food system. Farmers’ markets were closed, and many more people 
faced food insecurity from economic shutdowns. VFFC responded by creating 
an online market for local farms to connect with customers safely, and later by 
becoming the Vermont Everyone Eats distribution hub for Rutland County.

We moved here from Cleveland the day the entire country shut 
down. Honestly, the VFFC online market, when covid was 

happening, was probably our first real chance at getting our names out 
there… Cooking for Everyone Eats of course has been a huge part of 
growing our farm over the last few years. It’s allowed us to bring on 
additional staff, it’s allowed us to buy some equipment that we needed 
and have a constant revenue flow, so that we could keep employees on 
all winter and we could expand our wholesale business for the bakery. 
It’s a really great way to connect with the community.

- Janis Reinke, Co-Owner Frog Hollow Farms

For us as new business owners, the Everyone Eats program helped 
us in so many ways, it gave people publicity about us, it helped us 

financially, and it’s still helping us a lot every single day. People know 
about our food now. 

- Reina

The Everyone Eats program was a real boon to us growing 
as a small business because it provided us a little bit of 

stability and we could always know that we had these meals 
every week in addition to whatever else we were doing. It 
provided stability for a lot of small businesses out there in a very 
scary time where it was very hit or miss. Not every business could 
quickly change and reformat themselves to the new model of 
what COVID had dictated. 

Everyone Eats came in and, I genuinely think, saved a lot of small 
businesses from closing. I know we’re not the only ones who have 
grown to a brick and mortar thanks to the program... I love going 
down to the farm and talking to these farmers and purchasing 
their product and knowing that I’m directly helping a family out. 
I’m helping them achieve their success. We have some of the best 
farmers in the country in this state and to not utilize them is just 
madness.

- Lisa Fennimore & Nate Wright, co-owners Marble Valley Kitchen

The Root Words project became a 
podcast series when social distancing 
was required at the community level. 

Scan this QR code to hear our 
podcast and see 
photos of some 
of our featured 
storytellers from the 
Farmers Hall Root 
Words Installation.
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EVERY SATURDAY 9am-2pm
Depot Park, Rutland

EVERY WEDNESDAY 1pm-5pm
Depot Park, Rutland

EVERY THURSDAY 3pm-6pm
Village Green, Fair Haven

vtfarmersmarket.org

See you at the market
3 times a week

through October!

For winter market location & hours 
check our website for updates.

In 2020, VFFC created an online farms 
directory to help folks find and connect with 
their community’s farms. Visit our site to see 
more information about the farms or to have 
your farm or business listed in the resource.

REGIONAL FARMS 
MAP & LISTING

See map on next page.
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KEY

1 A Touch Of Peace Farm
2 Alchemy Gardens
3 Baird Farm
4 Beaver Meadow Farm
5 Breezy Hill Berry Farm
6 Brookside Stock Farm
7 Brown’s Orchard and 

Farmstand
8 Browns’ Family Farm
9 Charron Farm
10 Clark Farm
11 Consider Bardwell Farm
12 Cracked An Egg Farm
13 Dorset Peak Jerseys
14 Evening Song Farm
15 Fisk-Haines Farm
16 Frog Hollow Farmsted
17 Gran-Debra Farms
18 Green’s Sugarhouse
19 High Pond Goat Farm
20 Ice House Farm
21 Kingsley Farm Stand
22 Laughing Child Farm, 

LLC
23 Liberty Hill Farm
24 Luce Farm
25 Maple Meadow Farm
26 Maple View Farm 

Alpacas
27 Naga Bakehouse
28 Plew Farm
29 Quill Hill Farm
30 Radical Roots Farm
31 Rolling Bale Farm
32 Rutland Area  

Food Co-op
33 Rutland Area Shepherds
34 Smith Maple Crest  

Farm LLC
35 Squier Family Farm LLC
36 Stewart Maple
37 Stillwater Farm
38 Vermont Farmers  

Food Center
39 Wellsmere Farm
40 Yoder Farm
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Timeline by Stephen Abatiell
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LOOKING FORWARD: 
NEXT 10 YEARS of VFFC
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P.O. Box 1008, 251 West Street, Rutland, VT 05701
www.VermontFarmersFoodCenter.org

A) 	 Farmers	Hall,	Winter	site	of	the	Vermont	Farmers	Market	
and	community	kitchen	space.

B) 	 “Blue	Building”,	Future site of Commercial	kitchen	and	food	
processing	center

C)		 Home	of	VFFC’s	community	food	programs	Everyone	Eats,	
Farmacy,	Online	Market

D)		 Historic	Rutland	Rail	Car	and	Depot
E)  Future site of Aggregation,	Storage,	and	Distribution	Center
F) 	 Community	garden	raised	beds
H) 	 Site	of	Rotary	Educational	Greenhouse

What Greg and I certainly shared with a lot of other people 
was this need to continue to build out the infrastructure and 

things that were dismantled over the course of two or three 
generations, to try to put some of that back together in a way that 
made sense for this contemporary era.

What’s happening is still so critical and it’s not done yet. It’s getting 
more complex, more magical, and more impactful.  

- Philip Ackerman-Leist

I think Greg Cox and your board and the people of Rutland 
County are going to see the vision coming to fruition. The 

seeds are in the ground, to use all of those analogies, and the 
sprouts are up, the attention is being paid at the right moment 
and it is now going to happen, and I don’t think it can be stopped. 

Going to the farmers food center is an experience. It’s not just 
going to get carrots. It’s an experience. You are going to see people 
that you know. You are going to have conversations about things 
that are outside of the Vermont Farmers Food Center. It is a place 
where community is built.

- Lyle Jepson, Executive Director, Chamber and Economic 
Development of Rutland Region robbysouthworthmemorialfund.org
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