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Submission into the Federal Government consultation
on the inclusion of native forest biomass burning in the RET

Please consider this a submission on behalf of the Victorian Forest Alliance (VFA) into the
Federal Government consultation on the inclusion of biomass burning in the renewable
energy target (RET).

The VFA is an alliance of more than 30 community groups from across the state of Victoria,
campaigning for the end of native forest logging and the permanent protection and
restoration of forests in Victoria. Collectively, we have decades of experience working within
our local communities for the protection of forests.

During the Climate Bill negotiations, the ALP made a commitment to look into removing a
Coalition loophole from the Renewable Energy Act, which allows the destruction and burning
of native forests to be classified as renewable energy.

The Victorian Forest Alliance does not support the burning of native forests (biomass
burning) for energy production, and calls for it be removed from eligibility under the
Renewable Energy Target (RET).

The Multi-Party Climate Change Committee, chaired by then Prime Minister Julia Gillard,
agreed in July 2011 not to grant native forest wood eligibility for subsidy as a renewable
energy resource or for Renewable Energy Certificates. This was subsequently overturned by
the Abbott Government.

In a published response to the Climate Change Authority’s RET review in March 2013 the
Labor government stated:

Wood waste from native forests was removed from the RET as an eligible renewable
energy source in 2011. This amendment was made to ensure that the RET did not
provide an incentive for the burning of native forest wood waste for bio-energy, which
could lead to unintended outcomes for biodiversity and the destruction of intact carbon
stores.

Victoria’s forests, like many others across the continent, have for many years been under
increased pressure from native forest logging. This has had devastating impacts on critical
carbon stores, threatened species and water security.It has also affected the safety of rural
communities, due to the increased severity and frequency of bushfires resulting from logging
and climate change.



We have seen first-hand the catastrophic impacts of logging, with 85% going for wood chips.
The industry is incredibly wasteful, and is also subsidised heavily by tax-payers. Native
forest logging in Australia is not ecologically sustainable, as evidenced by the increasing
levels of endangerment of forest dependent species and of some forest ecological
communities. The introduction of an industrial scale forest biomass trade would further
intensify these impacts.

Wood chips were introduced to Australia in the early 1970s in the name of utilising ‘waste’
from sawlog production. The resulting changes to logging practices and volumes of trees
logged are well documented in Forestry Professor John Dargavel’s book, “Fashioning
Australia’s Forests” (1995), where he describes the impacts of markets in shaping the way in
which forests are logged.

Wood chipping paved the way for clear-fell logging and resulted in a near 40% increase in
wood volumes from logging to satisfy demand for wood chips “doubtless leading to more
trees being cut …(and) radically refashioned the structure (age) of stands and the landscape
of … forests. At the same time employment fell by 36%.”

In the logging industry ‘waste’ is commonly defined as any tree for which there is no higher
value. It is common in Tasmania for 90% of the trees cut in a logging coupe to be classified
as pulp logs or waste – and in Victoria around 85% of logged forests end up as pulp for
cardboard and packaging products. What was once considered a ‘waste’ product is now
fueling ongoing native forest logging, devastating large swathes of forest across Australia.

The very same will happen again if native forests are included and incentivised as a
renewable fuel in the RET under the guise of ‘waste’.

We call on the Minister for Climate Change and Energy, the Hon Chris Bowen MP and the
Federal Minister for Environment and Water, the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP to:

● Remove the eligibility for native forest wood under the Renewable Energy Target
(RET)

● Do everything in your power to bring forward the end of native forest logging in
Victoria, announce transitions in other states, and protect all threatened species
habitat

● Break the devastating Regional Forest Agreements (RFAs) which give native forest
logging special exemption from national threatened species laws (EPBC Act)

Continuing to incentivise the burning native forest timber for energy risks undermining the
integrity of the national RET, a policy that will play a key role in rolling out wind and solar
power to act on the climate crisis.

The burning of native forests for energy is in direct contradiction to the objectives of the RET:

1. To encourage additional generation of electricity from renewable resources. Native
forests are NOT a renewable resource. A report released last year by Victorian
environment groups show many areas of forest fail to regenerate after logging

https://www.victorianforestalliance.org.au/after_the_logging_report


2. Reduce emissions of greenhouse gases in the electricity sector. Biomass burning is
proven to emit more carbon than coal, increasing rather than decreasing emissions

3. To ensure that renewable energy sources are ecologically sustainable. Logging
native forests has devastating and long-term impacts on forest ecosystems, wildlife
and biodiversity

4. To contribute to the achievement of Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions reduction
targets. Due to the increased emissions from burning biomass for energy it would
INCREASE our greenhouse gas emissions

There are currently multiple proposals around Australia to convert ageing coal fired power
stations to burning native forests. In north-east NSW Verdant Earth Technologies wants to
restart the closed Redbank power station and burn more than 850,000 tonnes of wood per
year (the current volume logged from all public forests in north-east NSW is 400,000m3

/year). This will release over 1.1 million tonnes of CO2 yearly at the plant and more than that
in obtaining the wood. Yet they claim there will be no CO2 emissions and that they are
eligible for Renewable Energy Certificates.

Biomass plants emit over 65% more CO2 than modern coal plants and 285% more than
natural gas combined cycle plants. Wood is a less energy-dense fuel; therefore biomass
plants emit more CO2 emissions than coal plants to generate the same amount of energy. In
the UK, biomass has been used to subsidise current coal generators by transitioning to
burning wood, which is worse in terms of emissions, and gives a lifeline to dirty coal-fired
power stations, instead of transitioning away from energy sources which increase emissions
and carbon pollution.

In addition, native forests are critical carbon stores which help mitigate the impacts of climate
change. They store decades’ worth of safe carbon. Logging native forests to be burnt for
energy is grossly irresponsible, and far from renewable or sustainable. Protecting all existing
native forests and implementing ecological restoration of degraded natural forests is
fundamental to addressing the dire situation we face from climate change. To cut and burn
forests is to undermine the potential for ongoing carbon storage and sequestration, whilst
also contributing to large, immediate emissions from logging and burning native forests.

By stopping logging we can more than double the carbon stored in forests. A recent study of
south-east NSW’s public forests estimated that they could sequester a million tonnes of
carbon per annum if logging were stopped. Larger trees store far more carbon than smaller
trees, and intensive logging also sees significant carbon lost from the soils that is not readily
reabsorbed.

In Victoria, the overwhelming majority of Victorians also support an end to native forest
logging and do not view the burning of native forests as a sustainable or ethical solution to
meet the needs of our energy requirements.

We call on the federal government to remove ‘wood obtained from native forests’ as an
eligible fuel source under the Renewable Energy (Electricity) Act 2000 (and any other
relevant instruments). Electricity generated by burning wood from native forests must be

https://www.pfpi.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/PFPI-Biomass-Reality-Check.pdf
https://www.frontier-economics.com.au/comparing-the-value-of-alternative-uses-of-native-forests-in-southern-nsw/
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/habitats/regrowth/regrowth-guides/euc-woodlands/euc-woodlands-carbon
https://www.woodwellclimate.org/study-soil-carbon-fails-to-recover-in-cleared-forests/
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/sustainability/bush-turns-its-back-on-support-for-logging-native-forests-20181113-p50frc.html


prohibited from being eligible for Large-scale Generation Certificates (LGCs) under
theRenewable Energy Target (RET).

We call on the federal government to do everything in its power to immediately protect native
forests from logging across the continent. This could be achieved by abolishing the
devastating Regional Forest Agreements which give native forest logging a special
exemption from national environment laws.

Native forests are culturally and spiritually significant for First Nations peoples, and exist on
stolen land. Custodianship of these forests must be returned to Traditional Owners so they
can continue to care for Country and practice culture.

Native forests must be protected as a matter of urgency - for a safe climate, clean air and
water, to safeguard communities against future risk of bushfires, and for the survival of
biodiversity and wildlife. We do not support the ongoing destruction of forests nor any plans
to burn native forests for biomass.
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