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Acknowledgment of Country

RE-Alliance acknowledges the 
Traditional Owners of the lands on 
which we work. We pay our deep 
respect to First Nations peoples 
and their elders past and present, 
who, for time immemorial, have 
cared for Country. We acknowledge 
that sovereignty was never ceded. 

First Nations peoples’ knowledge 
and connection to Country is 
integral to our resilient, green 
futures, and we commit to actively 
working alongside them to achieve 
a just energy transformation.
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Message from 
the Director

As Australia continues to transform 
our energy system from fossil fuels 
to renewables and storage, regions 
must become core stakeholders 
and beneficiaries in the process. 
This is the key to avoiding missed 
opportunities for regional and rural 
Australians, and essential if industry 
and government are to gain the level 
of community acceptance required 
to successfully develop at the scale 
and pace we need. 

How can we build the 
infrastructure we need 
in a way that more 
meaningfully engages and 
shares benefits with the 
local communities who 
will host it?

What knowledge and capacity 
do communities need to be 
equal partners in this discussion? 

Will regional communities see 
rejuvenation and social benefits that 
make their homes better places to 
live? How can our state and federal 
energy plans integrate social and 
environmental constraints in order to 
build a better grid for our regions and 
the industry?

Being an active part of the solutions 
to these questions is RE-Alliance’s key 
mission, a mission that guided our 
unique program of work throughout 
2021/22. 

Transmission lines are the 
foundational assets that will connect 
the new wind, solar and storage 
plants, and community acceptance 
of new projects has not been 
uniformly secured. Our Building 
Trust for Transmission report was 
a landmark document, drawing 
on community perspectives and 
translating them into actions for 
industry, regulators and government. 
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Andrew Bray 
National Director 
RE-Alliance

industry and government. We are 
identifying regulatory gaps and 
improving practice to see biodiversity 
protected at the same time as the 
climate.

2021/22 was also a year of 
consolidation for RE-Alliance as it 
marked the first full financial year 
of operation under the RE-Alliance 
banner, having expanded from our 
previous wind energy-focused role 
as the Australian Wind Alliance in 
late 2020. This broadened focus has 
allowed us to address the full range 
of issues that communities face.

The election of a new federal 
government in May 2022 sees all 
state and federal governments 
fully committed to transforming 
our energy system and already we 
are seeing significant plans being 
announced. But the challenge of 
bringing regional communities into 
the discussion is only beginning to 
be grappled with. RE-Alliance will 
remain committed to promoting the 
interests of regional Australia in the 
transformation and being a practical 
contributor to the solutions.

Our on-the-ground work in 
Australia’s first centrally-
designed Renewable 
Energy Zone (REZ), in 
NSW’s Central-West Orana 
region, saw us undertake 
an extensive community 
outreach program, 
providing information 
and hearing views of the 
local community about 
the REZ through a series 
of in-person and online 
conversations and events.

Importantly, we brought these views 
directly to a roundtable of industry 
proponents in the region to ensure 
these views were reflected in local 
development plans.

We were active participants in policy 
processes as different states and 
territories developed their Renewable 
Energy Zone plans, always ensuring 
that community outcomes were 
prioritised.

Noting the potential challenges to 
nature and biodiversity as renewable 
energy projects proceed, RE-Alliance 
has played a central role in convening 
cross-sector discussions that bring 
together nature organisations with 
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We start with the needs of local 
communities, collaborate with 
industry to deliver social outcomes, 
and advocate for meaningful 
benefits for regions through 
government policy.

Formerly the Australian Wind 
Alliance, in December 2020 we 
pivoted, recognising that a more 
holistic and collaborative approach 
to regional development was needed 

with the emergence of Renewable 
Energy Zones. To meet this challenge 
we broadened our mandate to 
include all forms of renewable energy, 
along with transmission and storage. 

We are passionate about leveraging 
the renewable energy boom to 
deliver the best possible outcomes 
for regional farmers, landholders 
and locals.

RE-Alliance, or the Renewable Energy Alliance, is an 
independent not-for-profit working to secure an energy 
transformation that delivers long-term benefits and 
prosperity for regional Australia. 

About 
RE-Alliance
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Our Mission
Placing needs and aspirations of regional Australia 
at the centre, RE-Alliance works with the electricity 
industry to mitigate local impacts and deliver lasting 
benefits; and advocates for government policies 
and systems to deliver a just energy transformation 
in line with a safe climate. 

Our Vision
A swift renewable energy 
transformation in Australia that 
actively contributes to the strength 
and resilience of our regions.
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This year we continued our on-the-
ground presence in the Central-West 
Orana Renewable Energy Zone (REZ), 
the pilot REZ for New South Wales. 
Our hope is that this REZ is a big 
success, not just in delivering NSW’s 
energy needs but also for locals living 
and working inside the REZ. 

At the start of 2022, we ran 
a series of workshops for 
the local community about 
the REZ and heard from a 
whole range of folks about 
their questions, hopes 
for and worries about the 
development. 

There are many challenges to 
overcome to make sure the REZ is 
a success for the region. The local 
community is anticipating housing 
stress from the increase in workers 
to the region in coming years. 
Skill shortages are also a concern in 
some parts of the REZ where it’s already 
difficult to find skilled tradespeople. 
Landholders are still finding it difficult 
to find the information they need to 
participate in decision making about 
hosting a project or contributing to 
planning applications. 

Our work in 
the Central 
-West Orana 
Renewable 
Energy Zone
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We’re building a community network of local leaders 
from different parts of the REZ who can keep each 
other informed and engaged in the work of pursuing 
opportunities for the region, which will make a real and 
lasting difference in the lives of people who live there. 

Our Central-West Orana Industry 
Roundtable concluded its first year 
of work. We used this forum to 
bring community voices straight 
to developers working in their 
region and to kickstart important 
conversations about overcoming the 
challenges of the REZ. 

A huge thank you to our staff members 
Karin Stark, Alana West and Fiona 
Luckhurst for their work listening to 
the region, and highlighting the most 
pressing issues and opportunities in 
the rollout of the REZ. 

While every region has its own 
unique challenges and opportunities, 
our presence on the ground in the 
Central-West REZ also informs our 
work more broadly – specifically, 
our policy and advocacy work to 
government and industry about the 
challenges and opportunities faced 
by people living in areas of high 
renewables investment across the 
country.
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Our advocacy 
and engagement

webinars industry 
presentations

meetings 
with industry

meetings with 
community 
or movement 
stakeholders

submissionsmeetings with 
government 
departments

They need to develop renewable 
energy projects and transmission 
lines with communities, and make 
sure the infrastructure delivers local 
benefits. Of course, this is more easily 
said than done. 

RE-Alliance’s mission in working 
with industry and government 
departments is to ensure that 
community interests are brought 
to the centre of policy and decision 
making around how Renewable 
Energy Zones are rolled out across the 
country. Primarily, we seek to maximise 
the benefits of renewables for local 
communities and work practically to 
seek solutions to the challenges of 
development, especially where they 
are geographically concentrated in 
REZs. By making sure communities 
are part of the process, we can identify 
better local outcomes earlier and avoid 
disputes and costly delays. 

This past year, we have been involved 
in a breadth of work to this end.

For our renewable energy transformation 
to be successful, industry and government 
must earn trust and respect from the 
communities they are operating in. 
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Research

We produced research that sought 
to reflect the issues we hear in our 
broad community consultation 
and combine them with policy to 
recommend improved industry 
practice and government regulation. 
One example is our Building 
Trust for Transmission report, the 
recommendations of which have 
been reflected in transmission and 
REZ planning frameworks released 
since then in New South Wales, 
Victoria, Tasmania and Queensland.

Conference Presentations

We shared insights in a range of 
forums, including presenting at 
peak industry conferences run by 
the Clean Energy Council, Energy 
Networks Australia and the Energy 
Charter, as well as at international 
gatherings such as World Wind 
Energy Association Conference. 
This keeps community issues at the 
forefront of industry discussions. 

As the year progressed, we began 
to facilitate the presence of regional 
community members at these forums 
to ensure that these communities 
were genuinely involved as discussion 
about their futures was taking place.

Forums

We also participated in a range 
of industry or company-specific 
stakeholder forums, providing advice, 
reviewing company approaches and 
suggesting improvements where 
appropriate. Some of these forums 
included the Clean Energy Council’s 
Community Engagement and Social 
Licence Working Group and their 
First Nations Best Practice Guide 
for Renewable Energy Projects, 
as well as the Energy Charter’s 
Landholder and Community Better 
Practice Engagement Guide. We 
also contributed to AusNet Services’ 
Western Victoria Transmission 
Network Project External Stakeholder 
Group and their Energy Regional 
Advisory Panel.Andrew Bray at the Au Wind Energy Conference

Kate Healey at the Wind Industry Forum

Andrew Bray at the Large Scale Solar Forum
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CWO Industry Roundtables

In the Central West Orana REZ, RE-Alliance ran a series 
of quarterly Industry Roundtable meetings that brought 
together renewable energy proponents who were active 
in the REZ. The roundtable meetings were well attended 
and sought ways in which proponents could cooperate to 
deliver better community outcomes. Each meeting featured 
speakers from the local REZ communities, discussing a 
range of issues that were important to them and identifying 
opportunities for social programs that REZ developers could 
support, such as the Wellington arts scene, improved modes 
of community outreach, better coordination of biodiversity 
offsets, and accommodation in key towns such as Dunedoo 
and Coolah during project construction. 

Our experience of these activities was that proponents 
are keen to keep developing how they engage with 
communities and stay abreast of the latest in community 
benefit sharing programs. RE-Alliance can play a role in 
ensuring that community interests remain at the forefront 
of these processes.

Webinars

We used webinars to widely publicise the ideas in our work 
and encourage debate and feedback from stakeholders. 
Of course, it also served to keep in touch with people 
throughout the various COVID lockdown periods. We held 
two webinars to present our Building Trust for Transmission 
report and two webinars to present our Community 
Benefits Handbook.

 Kate Healey at Mudgee Field Day

Central-West Orana community engagement workshop

Submissions

We made 13 submissions to both state 
and federal government renewable 
energy frameworks, and were pleased 
to see our impact on improved policies. 

At a federal level, we called for a 
greater focus on social licence in 
our submissions to the Australian 
Energy Market Operator’s (AEMO) 
draft Integrated System Plan and 
the Australian Energy Market 
Commission’s (AEMC) Transmission 
Planning and Investment Review. 
We were pleased to see the AEMC 
recognise social licence as a key 
concern in their response, and to see 
AEMO establish a landholder advisory 
committee, which RE-Alliance 
specifically requested and on which 
we will be represented. 

Additionally, early consultation with 
landowners during the Regulatory 
Investment Test for Transmission 
(RIT-T) process has been adopted by 
at least three transmission companies.

At a state level, recommendations 
from our submission to the Victorian 
Parliamentary Inquiry into Renewable 
Energy were quoted extensively 
in the final report. In Tasmania, 
the Tasmanian Renewable Energy 
Coordination Framework contained 
seven action points that deliver 
recommendations RE-Alliance 
made both in our submission and 
in meetings with the department.
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Working towards 
a regenerative 
renewables industry

This work was born out of community 
concerns about wind farms building 
on the borders of World Heritage 
rainforest in Far North Queensland. 

Tensions over renewable projects that 
benefit our climate but that also have 
impacts on nature are common, and 
there’s not a great deal of information 
for communities or developers 
about what is an acceptable level of 
environmental impact for a renewable 
project, or the cumulative impact of 
multiple projects within a region.

RE-Alliance has been leading 
conversations between peak climate 
and conservation organisations, 
energy companies and developers 
about this issue.

Through our facilitation, climate and 
environment organisations have 
established a shared vision for a 
regenerative renewables industry 
that adds to the strength of the 
ecosystems in which they operate, 
rather than simply bearing impacts.

A massive thank you to Lucy Graham, 
Director at the Cairns And Far North 
Environment Centre, and Sabiene 
Heindl, Director of the Energy Charter, 
for co-leading this important work 
with us. 

The last year has seen RE-Alliance take 
a more active role working with climate 
and environment organisations and 
the energy industry on the relationship 
between renewable projects and our 
precious places. 

meetings presentations

all-day 
workshop

all-day 
field trip
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Lucy Graham is the Director at the 
Cairns and Far North Environment 
Centre (CAFNEC). She has recently 
worked with RE-Alliance on the 
intersection between renewable 
energy and nature.

Lucy is a Far North Queensland (FNQ) 
local and grew up on the Atherton 
Tablelands. She has “a deep love 
for FNQ’s World Heritage Areas 
and the wide ranging nature that 
our region has.”

Prior to her appointment at CAFNEC 
in August 2019, Lucy has been 
actively involved with CAFNEC for 
more than five years, as a volunteer, 
management committee member 
and representative. She has strong 
networks with a wide range of 
organisations and community groups 
in Far North Queensland, as well as in 
State and National spheres. Lucy has 
a BA Sustainability from JCU, and has 
trained with The Change Agency. 
She is currently a board member of 
the Queensland Conservation Council. 

Lucy thinks that collaboration with 
climate and environment groups in the 
rollout of renewable energy is essential. 
“The rollout of renewable energy is 
globally driven by the need to secure a 
safe climate. Climate change however, 
is a multifaceted wicked problem, 
where many of the solutions can have 
perverse, unseen impacts.”

Lucy has spearheaded conversations 
with conservationists and the energy 
industry across Queensland and 
Australia. She has led numerous 
workshops alongside RE-Alliance and 
other partners about how we start to 
reshape our energy system to have a 
net positive environmental impact, at 
the same time as supplying reliable 
renewable energy to where it’s 
needed. 

“Collaboration with RE-Alliance 
has been incredible. The team at 
RE-Alliance are able to form 
successful collaborations because 
they are able to both empower and 
learn from partners in one moment. 
I, and CAFNEC, have gained so much 
knowledge, expanded our networks 
and created real, tangible change 
together by working with RE-Alliance. 
It’s been a real pleasure.”

Spotlight on 
Lucy Graham

“We need a 
collaborative 
approach from 
climate, environment and so many 
more sectors of society so that we have 
the benefit of many perspectives on the 
transition. Diversity in perspectives and 
approaches to the issues, working in 
collaboration, is essential when solving 
wicked problems like climate change 
– it is our greatest strength.”
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Media
Over the past year, 
we featured in at least

print stories

radio stories

TV stories

online stories
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Tony Goodfellow talks about transmission line opportunities 
in Victoria, The Weekly Advertiser, 18/5/22

The Daily Liberal’s article on the community engagement 
workshops we ran in the Central-West Orana REZ

Mirage News, 3/12/21
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Our people As of 30 June 2022

Susan Findlay 
Tickner

Jonathan Upson

Staff
Our staff are spread across Australia’s east 
coast in mostly regional areas, and are 
passionate about seeing regional Australia 
benefit from more renewable energy projects. 

Board
Our board generously gives their time to 
govern and guide the work of RE-Alliance. 
Board members bring a wide range of skills, 
expertise and experience to the organisation.

Richard Mackie Luke OsborneKate Healey
Policy Manager

Tony Goodfellow
Victoria/Tasmania 

Coordinator

Dimity Taylor Madeline Taylor
Joined 16 June 2022

Cait Coffey-Wong
Digital Communications 

Officer

Fiona Luckhurst
Community Engagement 

Manager Central-West 
Orana REZ

Peter Dreher Taryn Lane
Until 25 May 2022

Andrew Bray
National Director 

Lu Allan
Advocacy Manager
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Spotlight on 
Dr. Madeline Taylor
Dr. Madeline Taylor is RE-Alliance’s 
newest board member. She is 
a Senior Lecturer in Energy Law 
at Macquarie University, and is 
passionate about a just transition 
for regional communities.

“One of the most important issues 
in the energy transition is ensuring 
both justice and commercial benefits 
for renewable energy and storage 
developments in our regional 
communities. RE-Alliance represents 
the values of collaboration and 
enablement for the successful and just 
distribution of benefits in our regions.”

Madeline is a Senior Lecturer in 
Energy Law at Macquarie University, 
Deputy Director of the Centre for 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Innovation and Transformation 
(CENRIT) at Macquarie University, 
and Honorary Associate at the 
Sydney Environment Institute.

Madeline has published widely in 
energy regulatory frameworks and 
policy across complex and multiple 
land uses. She is passionate about 
a just and equitable transition for 
regional communities and has advised 
government, industry, and NGOs on 
issues relating to the energy transition, 
energy regulation, and policy.

We are thrilled to have Madeline on 
our board and have her expertise 
informing our work.

“My research focuses on how the law can 
shape our energy transition to enable co-
benefits and establish leading regulation 
assuring strategic and holistic planning 
and striking the right balance for two 
of our champion industries: renewable 
energy and agriculture.”
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We are lucky to work alongside many partner organisations 
on campaigns and policy work, and also to work in 
collaboration with many other established NGOs, peak 
bodies, experts and community groups. We thank all of 
them for their expertise and passion.

Thank you to our donors who understand the importance 
of placing regional communities at the heart of our energy 
transformation. Your support provides essential funding to 
make our work sustainable. 

Our volunteer board continues to be a source of wisdom 
and guidance and an essential contributor to our work. 
In particular, we want to thank Taryn Lane who leaves 
the board this year. Taryn was a founding board member 
in 2012 of RE-Alliance, or VicWind as it was known then, 
and played an instrumental role in the creation of the 
organisation. Her deep knowledge of community-centred 
renewable energy development and passion for the 
empowerment of communities has had a profound impact 
on RE-Alliance’s work over that time. We would also like to 
welcome Dr Madeline Taylor, who replaced Taryn on the 
board in June 2022.

Thank you to our staff team who work collaboratively and 
dynamically to ensure our work stays relevant in a rapidly 
evolving policy and political environment. 

Finally, we would like to thank our 
members and supporters in the regions. 
You are what makes RE-Alliance the 
strong advocate that it is.

You are our ear to the ground as the energy transition 
unfolds across regional Australia. The farmers, energy 
workers, small business owners and environmentalists who 
have joined our organisation as members help us to keep 
it real and continuously deepen our understanding of local 
impacts and opportunities.

Thank you

R E - A L L I A N C E  Annual Report1 8



What’s next
The election of the Albanese 

government in May 2022 marked 

a hugely significant moment in our 

path towards decarbonisation. 

In the short time since then, we have 

already seen all federal, state and 

territory governments align to work 

towards a transformation of our 

energy system, shifting to one based 

on renewable energy and storage 

that is connected by an augmented 

transmission network.

Our shared objective is 
now clear – but so too are 
the many challenges in 
achieving it. The challenge 
that guides RE-Alliance’s 
work will continue to 
be how to ensure that 
regional communities 
can best harness the 
opportunities this 
transformation offers.

We see scope for the work we do 
in new REZs in Queensland and 
Tasmania, both of which have 
extensive plans for renewables 
development. We are also eager 
to build more capacity in the 
communities we’re working in to help 
them manage the challenges that 
come with development. So, if you live 
in regional Australia and are interested 
in securing opportunities from the 
REZs and navigating the impacts, 
please get in touch!

Other areas of technology we haven’t 
focused on to date, but which are 
becoming increasingly important, 
are offshore wind and pumped 
hydro. Both technologies promise 
to strengthen our future electricity 
system but each raise a range of 
challenges around social acceptance 
and environmental impacts.

With a strong team of passionate staff 
and networks throughout the country, 
RE-Alliance will continue to work 
purposefully to influence the clean 
energy transformation for the better.
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re-alliance.org.au

Connecting people and power

RE-Alliance is an independent, not-for-profit 

advocacy organisation working to secure an 

energy transformation that delivers long-term 

benefits and prosperity to regional Australia.

PO Box 107 Bungendore NSW 2621

info@re-alliance.org.au

+61 434 769 463

reallianceaus

reallianceaus

reallianceaus

austwindall
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