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September XX, 2025

To: Governor Hochul

Re: Urgent Call for Signing of S1356A/A3649B - Joining the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC)

Dear Governor Hochul,

We, the Village Independent Democrats,  urge you to immediately sign S1356A/A3649B into law, a bill that authorizes New York to join the Electronic Registration Information Center (ERIC). This reform is vital for protecting voting rights, modernizing election administration, and safeguarding public trust in our democracy.  We urge you to sign this bill into law as soon as possible, to give the state and county Boards of Elections ample time to implement the procedures needed to join ERIC and to reap the benefits of modernizing and improving our state’s voter rolls in time for the 2026 election cycle.

For too long, New York has relied on outdated and unreliable voter list maintenance practices. In recent years, the consequences have been severe:
· Illegal voter purges: Between 2014 and 2016, the New York City Board of Elections illegally purged more than 200,000 eligible voters from the rolls.1
· Wrongfully designated voters: In 2019, a federal judge found that the state had improperly designated tens of thousands of voters as “inactive,” forcing them to vote by affidavit ballot.2
· Voter roll maintenance deficiencies: Serious deficiencies in voter roll maintenance that directly affected voters at the polls were reported in 2013 by the NYC Department of Investigation report3 and an instance during the 2018 NYC primary.4 
ERIC provides a proven solution. A bipartisan, nonpartisan membership organization created by state election officials, ERIC utilizes secure data matching across multiple databases—including state voter rolls, DMV records, Social Security, and the Postal Service—to generate actionable reports. If New York State joins ERIC, alongside 26 other states, New York will benefit from:
· Accurate voter roll maintenance: ERIC identifies in-state movers, cross-state movers, duplicates, and deceased voters.5
· Protection against wrongful purges: States will retain complete control over registration lists. ERIC has no authority to change or remove voter data, so decisions remain under the full control of New York election officials.6
· Increased civic participation: ERIC helps states identify and contact eligible unregistered voters with voter registration information.7
· Cost savings: By utilizing ERIC, counties can eliminate mailing resources to incorrect addresses and reduce unnecessary affidavit processing.8
ERIC’s success is evident and is an action-oriented solution. As of January 2025, ERIC has helped member states identify more than 13 million cross-state movers, 28 million in-state updates, 1.2 million duplicates, and 633,000 deceased voters still on the rolls.9 Colorado election officials across the country have praised ERIC as a “game changer” in expanding voter registration and reducing provisional ballot use.10

New York cannot afford to wait any longer. At a time when misinformation threatens public trust in elections, accurate and transparent voter rolls are essential. By signing S1356A/A3659B into law, New York State will:
· Safeguard the rights of eligible voters
· Increase efficiency for local boards of elections
· Reassure the public that New York elections are fair, secure, and trustworthy.
We respectfully urge you to sign this bill into law to ensure that New York becomes the 27th ERIC member in time to fully implement it before the 2026 election cycle deadline.

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to safeguarding the right to vote.

Sincerely,

Village Independent Democrats
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