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1.  President's welcome & Party Update 

The President and Chairperson William Bourke (WB) welcomed everyone to the AGM and 

introduced the committee of himself, Vice President John Haydon (JH), Secretary Susan Bowes (SB), 

Kelvin Thomson (KT), Simone Dunsford (SD), and Richard Belcher (RB). 

WB noted that a quorum of 8 is satisfied (there are 23 attendees) and that it is 3:20pm. 

We are going live online via Zoom, so welcome everyone from around Australia. Please refer to your 

eNewsletter for the agenda. 

Apologies for the lateness of the AGM. NSW local government elections were supposed to be over in 

September, but happened on Dec 4 and I needed to have a focus on that and try to get elected to 

North Sydney Council.  

2021 review 

WB noted that 2021 has been another very challenging year for many people and also made the 

following point: 

It has been an extremely hectic year for SAP behind the scenes and we do have very limited 

resources to get a lot of work done at HQ. 

2020/21 achievements 

WB noted that most people keep up to date on the major news via the eNewsletter, but he will 

mention some of the achievements we should celebrate together, including elections and 

membership reviews: 

We achieved a huge amount this year.  
 
Firstly, we contested our first WA election and but for another party not sticking to a preference 
deal, we would have an Upper House MP in the WA Parliament right now. I want to acknowledge all 
of the fantastic work done by all WA candidates and our WA campaign committee, particularly our 
WA Organiser and lead candidate in WA, Daniel Minson.  
 
We also contested a NSW state by-election for the first time, with Calum Blair running in Upper 
Hunter. Our main goal is to raise awareness in these elections, so thanks to Calum. 
 
NSW local government election, at which it is now almost certain we’ve got our first Councillor 
elected in NSW or Australia under the party name, being me in North Sydney! We achieved around 
13% of the vote in St Leonards Ward, a new record. We may have a second candidate elected in the 
second ward, being Georgia Lamb who is in a tight race. 
 
Congrats to Andrew Anthony on achieving around 7% of the vote in his Ward in Wollongong, 
although unfortunately not elected. 
 
We also have just completed a national policy review which took months of work – and is always 
challenging to get the balance right. For this we not only reviewed the 100 or so recent submissions, 
but went back through all 500+ policy submissions we’d received since around 2013. 
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We passed the AEC’s new 1500 member registration test and so will contest the 2022 federal 
election. 
 
We successfully grew our SA membership to over 200 and lodged our application for registration in 
SA in September, with an election due in March. We have been informed this week that we are now 
being advertised for registration and expect to be officially registered in late January. 
 
WB explained that many small administrative tasks are required to be done at HQ, like ongoing 
research into news and political developments, preparation and emailing of eNewsletters, financial 
accounts, website refinement and upgrades, database management, committee meetings 
management, etc. There are also many enquiries and requests from various stakeholders including 
members, supporters, the general public and interested groups.  
 
WB acknowledged the work of the committee here and HQ support staff, for help with the relentless 
and at times overwhelming administration. 
 

Membership update 

WB noted that national membership is currently around 3300 – up from around 3150 this time last 

year. 

Election strategy 

WB noted that running a minor party against publicly funded major parties is difficult. We are on an 
uneven playing field.  
 
After the 2016 federal election, the committee determined that federal elections were very difficult 
to achieve an elected member in at this point. We therefore determined that, with our limited 
resources, we needed to particularly channel our resources into more winnable elections – being 
state upper houses and local government elections.  
 
We therefore sought to achieve state registrations. 
 
Having said that, we still want to contest as many elections as possible as it’s one of the major ways 
we raise awareness and promote our important messages. 
 
For example, Groom federal by-election where we achieved a record vote for the party, of around 

8%. 

WB thanked and acknowledged candidates who ran for our party. Candidature is a challenge and 

without them our work would be pointless. 

Thanks also to our donors, including those that donate monthly, which has been a big focus to get as 

many monthly donations as possible. You really keep the party alive. 

2022 

2022 will be a big year for elections including the NSW by-elections in February, SA election in 

March, the federal election in May and the Victorian election in November. 
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2.  Apologies 

WB noted the following people sent their apologies: 
 
Daniel Minson 
Sally Watkins 
Roger Howard 
Ian Penrose 
Bob Eggleton 
Bruce Jeffrey 
George Bate 
 
 
3.  Minutes of previous AGM 

Minutes of 2020 AGM were recently sent to all members with the AGM notice. 

No questions have been received, so we assume we can adopt those as accurate. 

WB asked for a member to move the following motion: 

The members of Sustainable Australia Inc accept the 2020 AGM minutes presented as accurate. 

Wade Wyatt moved the motion. 

Mark Ferris seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried by a combination of a show of hands and online poll. 

11 room 

12 online 

Committee members signed the minutes. 

4.  2021 Finance Report 

WB noted that the accounting firm employed to record and complete financial information to be 

presented to members at the AGM is BRW Top 100 accounting firm Stewart Brown and Co.  

WB as Treasurer presented the 2021 Financial Report and again, a link to the financial accounts was 

sent out to all members, two weeks ago.  

There were no questions, however I would like to cover a few key points. 

As of 30 June, total figures were as follows: 

Income:   $374,988   

Expenses:  $410,024 

Profit (loss) b/f tax:  ($35,036)(about half of which is depreciation rather than actual spend) 
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Assets:  $158,258, including around $98,000 cash (half of that is money paid by the VEC just 

before 30 June that needs to be spent in the net quarter) 

Liabilities: $100,237 

Net assets:  $58,021 

Overall, we are a going concern. 

Again, the accounts are fully audited by BRW Top 100 accounting firm Stewart Brown and Co. These 

audited accounts are also provided to Fair Trading NSW. 

President asked for a member to move the following motion: 

The members of Sustainable Australia Inc accept the 2020/21 financial report including audited 

accounts and audit report as accurate. 

John Alden moved the motion. 

Wade Wyatt seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried unanimously by a combination of a show of hands and online poll. 

11 room 

12 online 

5.  General Business 

5.1 Policy review 

WB noted that a policy review was recently completed and an eNewsletter will be sent out shortly 

confirming this. It is a big project and took a couple of months to complete. 

5.2 Party messaging strategy and slogan 

The national committee has tried to emphasise that as a minor party with limited resources and 

limited opportunities to broadcast our message, our messaging strategy needs to be relatively 

simple. They also need to be aligned to what are relevant in what we call winnable elections. For 

SAP, winnable elections right now are state upper house and local government elections. The party’s 

three key messages are: 

Protect our environment, stop overdevelopment and stop corruption 

This aligns with our ballot paper message and with issues that voters prioritise when they vote in 

these winnable elections. 

For example, I just ran in the NSC election and overdevelopment was by far the dominant issue. 

Having that as our key message and on the ballot paper got me elected. It’s as simple as that. It is a 

simple strategy and a successful strategy.  
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It now gives me a platform to talk about all related issues including planning and population growth. 

There is no point banging in about population and immigration if this a) is ignored by the media and 

b) is not a high priority for voters in the election. 

The key is to lift our vote and get elected on key issues that are relevant in the election. Then we 

have a chance to talk about our broader platform. 

5.2 Update from the office of Clifford Hayes MP 

KT updated members on the activities of Clifford Hayes’ office including a current focus on a heritage 

enquiry. 

6. Election of national committee 

WB thanked the committee for the huge amount of voluntary work they commit to the party. 

Serving members are retiring, but are eligible for re-election. Most are seeking re-election, as 

follows:  

WB as President and Treasurer.  

Kelvin Thomson as Vice President. 

Susan Bowes as secretary. 

Simone Dunsford ordinary committee member 

John Haydon as ordinary committee member  

Daniel Minson as ordinary committee member 

New nominations: 

Georgia Lamb as ordinary committee member. Georgia has just completed a three-month internship 

at HQ, which included running for NSC and she may yet be elected. We will find out this week. 

Richard Belcher is not seeking re-nomination as ordinary committee member – and I want to thank 

Richard for his contribution both as committee member and Victorian Organiser. 

The process for election of committee members is, as per clause 16 in the constitution as follows: 

Clause 16. Election of committee members 

(4) If the number of nominations received is equal to – that is, does not exceed – the number of 

vacancies to be filled, the persons nominated are taken to be elected. 

That being the case, as per the constitution, the President declared they be appointed as follows: 

WB as President. KT as VP. WB as Treasurer. SB as Secretary. JH, SD, DM and GL as ordinary 

committee members. 

A particular welcome to Georgia, who is invited to take a seat at the front. 
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William offered thanks and congratulations to our 2021/22 committee members! 

7.  Member Q&A 

WARREN GRZIC: Do we have the capacity to run a different message for the upcoming Federal 

election? I don’t feel that our overdevelopment message will resonate with voters in that, though it 

might for the State elections in South Australia and Victoria. I also feel that we need to include some 

reference to protecting our farmland in our flyers, because they won’t resonate much beyond the 

cities.” 

WB: As mentioned, we need to keep out messages consistent and simple, even in non-winnable 

elections so that our message maximises its chance to cut through… our vote has been very positive 

in regional areas including Groom by-election. 

 

8.  Close of formal business and meeting 

The President thanked the members for attendance ongoing support of the party, invited attendees 

for a drink at a nearby pub and declared the meeting closed at 4:50pm. 

 

Signed as a true record: 

 

Chairman  ……………………............                   Committee member …........………………….. 

Name  ……………………............     Name   ……………………............    

Date   ………………….........……  Date    ………………….........…… 


