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March 4, 2019
Patrick Fuss, Water/Wastewater Principal Engineer

City of Healdsburg 

401 Grove Street Healdsburg, CA 95448

RE:  Input to Subsequent EIR for proposed Wastewater Reuse Project
The Westside Community Association (WCA) Board represents resident members with personal and agricultural wells in the lands proposed for Wastewater Reuse, including the Russian River aquifer and watershed confined aquifers proposed for cannabis irrigation.  The WCA does not agree that the 2005 EIR or its Addenda adequately studied the environmental and health impacts of the project, and encouraged the City of Healdsburg to do a Subsequent EIR (SEIR) with complete and accurate technical analyses informed by well and soil monitoring data collected during the pilot programs over the last 5 years. And, given the new proposed uses and areas for irrigation that will have additional significant impacts, new analyses and mitigations are required.   
The Russian Riverkeeper’s letters and actions are incorporated herein by reference, as are the Clean Water Coalition letters and technical studies, and the WCA’s previous letters relative to the project. 
The WCA’s primary concerns include, yet are not limited to the following: 

· Conditions have changed with the February 2019 flooding of the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  It is imperative that SEIR technical analyses also address cumulative impacts of floodwater, intermingled with wastewater and farm-related fertilizers, pesticides and waste products from both grape production and pasturelands to contaminate residential wells.   

· Many WCA members farm their lands; thus, the WCA requests the City of Healdsburg clearly identify the liabilities of landowners who accept and irrigate with wastewater. Wastewater organic and inorganic chemicals, as well as nitrogen is present in the wastewater, and needs to be addressed and compensated for by the recipient’s farming practices.  Should wells become contaminated with nitrates/nitrites or other chemicals, it appears that only the farmer/ recipient is responsible. Does this liability exist even when there is a treatment breakdown at the plant – and the delivered wastewater is not fully treated or filtered?  
· Extension to cannabis operations requires thorough analyses of wastewater irrigation, both via trucking on dirt roads to steep watershed areas or via pipeline and pumping stations. The characteristics of our watershed lands and confined aquifers are significantly different from the lands studied to date.  Also, address the growth inducing impacts in water scarce areas, especially for production of water-hungry cannabis. 
 
· The requirement that prohibits the use of wastewater for frost protection has been supported by significant technical analyses entered into the record by the Russian Riverkeeper, the Clean Water Coalition of Northern Sonoma County, and the WCA. The City cannot rely on studies conducted elsewhere as the Russian River aquifer and the streams feeding this drinking water aquifer for the Sonoma County Water Agency have unique characteristics. 
· Truck delivery of wastewater requires studies of truck traffic load, road safety, road damage and noise impacts – the impact areas includes roads in the Westside area, private roads in steep watershed areas, and access to and impacts on Highway 101. 
The WCA looks forward to the City of Healdsburg holding public meetings to better inform residents and farmers.  

Sincerely, 

WCA Board

Attachments:  

WCA August 2018 Letter – Request SEIR 
Russian Riverkeeper August 31, 2018 Scoping Letter 

Russian Riverkeeper, Clean Water Coalition of Northern Sonoma County, 
WCA and WASA letters and technical studies from 2004 to the present 
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