2013 to 2017 History & WCA Annual Meeting Agendas
Westside Community Association Annual Meeting Topics - Minutes and Supporting Documentation 
2018 UPDATE: The WCA 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes and Financial Report are available to our members.  The County's presentation on the Cannabis Ordinance and February 2019 Active Permit Applications attached.   
2017 UPDATE: At our 2017 Annual Meeting, a quorum of our members voted to approve a new set of By-Laws, including fully inclusive boundaries.  The WCA is a neighborhood association with membership based on living in a residence located on any road requiring access by way of Westside or Wohler roads, with West Dry Creek Road excluded. In other words, think of the Westside Area as a “travel-shed” starting at the Healdsburg City limit and continuing to River Road. 2017 Annual Meeting Minutes and 2016 Annual Meeting Minutes 
Karissa Kruse presented Sonoma County Winegrowers’ 3rd Annual Sustainability Report(attached): Sonoma County is recognized worldwide as a leader in Sustainability, with a program built from the 138 best practices identified by the CA Wine Institute Sustainability Alliance with criteria for grape growing practices, commitment to community and workers, and financial viability. Sonoma County Winegrowers set a goal of having 100% of their members Certified Sustainable by 2019. The Westside Area wants to do our share, and the WCA is working to increase the percent of our vineyards that are certified. Karissa encouraged all grape growers in the Westside Area to do the assessment and audit to become Certified Sustainable as the process helps create a holistic business plan. 
          The Winegrowers estimated that the Westside Area has about 119 vineyard properties, representing on the order of 3,500 acres - which is 5 percent of the County’s vineyard land - pretty impressive!  Currently, about 80 percent of the Westside Area’s vineyards are certified. The WCA Board wants to explore options for smaller vineyards to share assessment and audit costs. 
     Karissa also discussed the new Grape Grower Foundation, in support of our agricultural workers – helping to solve issues of affordable housing, childcare and education.  She noted that Sonoma County’s workforce is by and large not transient – 88 percent of our workers live in Sonoma County and 73 percent have their family members here.  Assuming one worker per 10 acres, Sonoma County requires 6,000 full time employees and another 3,000-4,000 part-time workers during harvest. 
2016 - 2013:  Westside Community Association Minutes  
2016 Annual Meeting Minutes
2015 Annual Meeting Minutes
2014 - 2013 Annual Meeting Minutes
2014 - 2017: Land Use: Area of Over Concentration Protective Guidelines:  At the 2014 Westside Community Association Annual Meeting, our membership tasked the Board-approved Advisory Committee to work with the Supervisors and Planning Commissioners on criteria and standards for event-related development in the Westside Road area. The objectives are to protect rural character, and create an even playing field among winery businesses, and equal protection for all adjacent property owners. Hopefully, the Guidelines will pre-screen projects, and set clear impact thresholds; and, thus, stop the need to oppose out of scale projects and reduce the cost and stress of Design Review and Planning Commission hearings for Applicants, residents, and grape growers. 
     On October 28, 2014 the Supervisors added development of an Ordinance and/or protective guidelines to the 2015 Planning Department Work Plan. The Planning Director then created the Winery Working Group to provide input to staff. Visit the PRMD website to read reports generated by the County, or to access the winery database and its interactive maps. The County defined areas of potential concentration as: Westside Road, Dry Creek and West Dry Creek roads and certain areas in Sonoma Valley. 
2014 Letters of Support:  Farm Bureau Board, Sonoma County Conservation Action, California Alliance of Family Farmers, William Seylem, Valley of the Moon Association, and Bicycle Tour Companies who jointly use Westside with winery tourists and residents. 
     Winery Working Group formed and met from June to November, 2015, the WCA Advisory Committee supported our Representatives to the County’s Winery Working Group: Marc Bommersbach: (WCA Advisory Group and Westside Association to Save Agriculture), and Jim Dreisback (WCA Advisory Group and Wohler Bridge Association). John Azevedo represented the Farm Bureau on the Winery Working Group.
     On October 11, 2016, the Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to approve a Resolution of Intent to direct staff to prepare a draft Ordinance that defines standards or guidelines for areas of over concentration, with public workshops, Planning Commission Hearing and Board of Supervisor’s Hearing set for 2017.
     In 2017, the Supervisors directed each area of concentration to develop proposed guidelines (to be submitted to County staff for drafting of the Zoning Code update, with associated Local Area Guidelines). Sonoma Valley and Westside chose to create "Ad Hoc Committees," composed of local stakeholders - vintners - growers and residents to discuss and refine guidelines. In April, the WCA Advisory Group met with Supervisor Gore, and the WCA convened a set of resident vintners, with sessions designed to build understanding of the discretionary Use Permit process and gain input. In October, the vintner representatives withdrew from the WCA effort, and aligned with the Sonoma County Vintner and Winegrowers proposal.  
Current Status:  The WCA reviewed and re-wrote a summary guidelines document in June, and on July 13, 2017 the WCA Board communicated the full process, the objective of a Local Guideline overlay for the Westside Area, along with the June 29, 2017 summary document to Westside and Wohler Bridge members. The WCA Advisory Committee reviewed and completed the more definitive Westside Guidelines document in October - November 2017.  The County schedule has been delayed to 2018 given needs of the Cannabis Ordinance and to address the fire crisis.  
     On May 10, 2018, the WCA Board submitted its draft Westside Area Guidelines to County Staff, requesting reestablishment of our collaborative working relationship with Staff.  Our objective is to bring the Westside Guidelines and Dry Creek Guidelines into legal compliance as a supplement to the Winery Event Ordinance.  




