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Why care about dockwalls?
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Aerial view looking northwest from the Inner Harbour in 1921, shows at lower 
right the newly reclaimed state of what’s now the Harbourfront Centre. 

COURTESY TORONTO PORT AUTHORITY ARCHIVES (Toronto Star, 2013)

Original Cross-Section of Existing 
Timber Crib for Bathurst Street 
(1912) 



CreateTO - Who are we?

A public agency formed in 2018 to manage 
the City’s portfolio, as part of the City-wide 
Real Estate Transformation, we:
 Deliver client-focused real estate solutions 

to City divisions, agencies, and 
corporations

 Amplify city building efforts across five 
policy areas:
 Affordable housing
 Equity & Inclusion
 Jobs and economic health
 Environmental well-being
 Cultural vitality

 Building a vibrant, world-class Port Lands 
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We are building the city we love 6,900+
Buildings

8,400+
Properties

$27B
Approx. Collective
Value

Rendering of the future housing 
development at 2444 Eglington



CreateTO holds title for ~9 km 
of dockwall in the Port Lands



CreateTO Dockwalls in 
the Port Lands 5



Port Lands Dockwall 
Asset Management 
Program

 CreateTO retained a Marine Engineer to assess the 
structural condition of ~9km of dockwall owned by 
CreateTO. 

 In tandem, all dockwall information was centralized in a 
database.
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Goal: Develop an inspection program and identify 
priority areas for investment based on dockwall 
condition, legal liability, and strategic priorities

Sinkhole



Dockwall Repair Options When considering dockwall rehabilitation, several 
approaches are available depending on site 
conditions and operational requirements.  Some 
examples include:

1. Naturalization

2. Minor Repairs

3. Rock Revetment

4. New Dockwall

5. Hybrid Approach

Regardless of the approach selected, all dockwall 
repair projects should incorporate safety ladders, 
safety furniture, & elements of habitat restoration 
to enhance ecological value. 9

Basin Media Hub in the Port Lands



Interest & Opportunities
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When determining the appropriate approach to 
dockwall rehabilitation, it is essential to balance 
multiple interests and identify opportunities. Key 
considerations include:

1. Public

2. Alignment with City Goals 

3. Integration with Existing Strategies

4. Collaboration with Agencies & 
Stakeholders

5. Ownership

Leslie Lookout Park in the Port Lands



Recent Examples of Dockwall 
Rehabilitation Projects
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Leslie Lookout Park
Port Lands Example (2024)
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Ship Channel Emergency Repairs
Port Lands Example – Berth 456 (2023)

Before During Construction (2023)
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Basin Media Promenade New Dockwall
Port Lands Example (2024)



Western Channel Promenade
Bathurst Quay Example (2020)
City-led, partially funded by CreateTO
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Marine Infrastructure 
Asset Management 
Program

 Build a citywide marine asset management program

 Strengthen knowledge and City standards

 Develop resilient, multi-benefit infrastructure

 Plan for long-term renewal
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Image Source: https://svphoto.ca/toronto-skyline/  



Proposed Phased Approach 

Phase 3            
Capital Repairs 

(2027+)

Phase 2        
Condition Assessment 

(2026 & 2027)

Phase 1       
Background Review   
(2025 – Q2 2026)

Technical background 
review to identify and 

prioritize condition 
assessments

High priority 
assessments to be 
completed in 2026

Begin highest priority 
repairs starting in 2027

Lower priority 
assessments to be 
completed in 2027

18
*Timelines and planned work are dependent on coordination efforts with multiple 
stakeholders, tri-government parties, and others 



Work Currently 
UnderwayWork Currently Underway…



Work Currently Underway…



Next Steps

Phase 3            
Capital Repairs 

(2027+)

Phase 2        
Condition Assessment 

(2026 & 2027)

Phase 1       
Background Review   
(2025 – Q2 2026)

Technical background 
review to identify and 

prioritize condition 
assessments

High priority 
assessments to be 
completed in 2026

Begin highest priority 
repairs starting in 2027

Lower priority 
assessments to be 
completed in 2027
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*Timelines and planned work are dependent on coordination efforts with multiple 
stakeholders, tri-government parties, and others 
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Thank you!

Questions?


	Marine Infrastructure �Asset Management Program
	Why care about dockwalls?
	CreateTO - Who are we?
	CreateTO holds title for ~9 km of dockwall in the Port Lands
	CreateTO Dockwalls in the Port Lands
	Port Lands Dockwall Asset Management Program
	Port Lands Dockwall Inventory
	Port Lands Dockwall Inventory
	Dockwall Repair Options
	Interest & Opportunities
	Recent Examples of Dockwall Rehabilitation Projects
	Leslie Lookout Park
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Western Channel Promenade�Bathurst Quay Example (2020)�City-led, partially funded by CreateTO
	Slide Number 16
	Marine Infrastructure Asset Management Program
	Proposed Phased Approach 
	Work Currently Underway
	Slide Number 20
	Next Steps
	Thank you!��Questions?�

