
DATE:  January 19, 2023 
 
TO:  WCA Governing Board 
 
FROM: Jeremy Munns, Project Manager 
 
THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Item 11: Consideration of a resolution to approve (1) the grant application and (2) 

acceptance of funding from the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for the Oaks East 
Fork River Access Project. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the Watershed Conservation Authority Governing Board approve (1) the grant 
application and (2) acceptance of funding from the RMC in the amount of two million ($2,000,000) for the Oaks 
East Fork River Access Project. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Oaks East Fork River Access Project is a multi-benefit project that supports a special 
status riparian area and sensitive aquatic species, the Santa Ana Sucker, through the development of sustainable 
recreation facilities. Heavy recreational use, combined with a lack of public amenities, has resulted in the 
degradation of the site, which includes impacts to vegetation, soil compaction, erosion, on-site litter, and stream 
alteration to create pooling water. The project will 1) Construct safe and dedicated access trail to the river, at a 
defined location, emphasizing the rarity and value of the natural resources to be protected from ‘wild’ trails and 
water play; 2) Construct amenities that respond to recreational need, including stairs, restroom, walking trail, 
trash bins, picnic tables, interpretive displays, river overlook, crosswalk, and formalized parking; and, 3) Install 
access improvements that will remove potential barriers to user’s removal of trash from the river and flood plain.  
 
The project is located across from the Oaks Picnic Area within the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument 
(SGMNM) and the Angeles National Forest (ANF). A Location Map is included as Exhibit A.  
 
This grant funding of $2,000,000 from the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy will support implementation of the 
project and augment funding already secured for completion of design and permitting. A concept plan for the 
improvements is included as Exhibit B. The grant budget is included as Exhibit C. A timeline for project completion 
is included as Exhibit D.  
  
 
BACKGROUND: Starting in 2010, WCA entered into a cooperative agreement with US Forest Service (USFS) to 
develop a project that promotes sustainable recreation and active uses in the Angeles National Forest. The East 
Fork San Gabriel River Project was identified as a priority area and WCA and USFS agreed to complete a feasibility 
study, design and implementation of site improvements, and restoration activities along the corridor; develop and 
implement an interpretive outreach program; and prepare, review and finalize a joint National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document (EIS/EIR) in partnership with USFS 
with the goal of promoting the sustainable recreational model. During the summers’ of 2013 and 2014, an 
outreach program focusing on the prevention of specific harmful recreational behaviors was conducted. The 
outreach program informed the completion of a planning study and a Final Concept Site Plan. The joint 
CEQA/NEPA document was completed in 2018.  
 
On October 25, 2018, the WCA Governing Board took actions that certified the Final Environmental Impact Report 
prepared for the Cattle Canyon Improvements project, adopted a Finding of Fact, a Mitigation Monitoring and 

Item 11

1



Report Program (MMRP), and approved the Cattle Canyon Improvements Project Final Concept Site Plan and 
Programming Report funded by a grant from the RMC (09105). The EIR was then challenged in U.S. Superior Court.  
Funding to defend the EIR was initially requested and awarded by the RMC and accepted by the WCA Board on 
January 17, 2019, under the original Cattle Canyon grant (RMC09105) but which was closed out in 2021. On June 
10, 2021, the WCA Governing Board accepting a funding augmentation to its existing RMC grant (RMC19001) to 
continue the defense of the EIR. The case was won on appeal, clearing the way for completion of design and 
permitting and for the project to move into implementation. With legal challenges resolved, the USFS issued its 
Record of Decision for the EIS on November 9, 2021.  
 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION:  The WCA Board on September 12, 2019, accepted a grant from the Rivers & Mountains 
Conservancy Proposition 1 Grant Program for the East Fork Sustainable River Access Project of $128,700, which 
was augmented in June of 2021 with an additional $323,014, bringing the total project funding to $451,714. In 
addition, funding provided by the National Forest Foundation and Resolution Legacy Fund ($103,907) contributed 
to the project design, as well as design funding from the US Forest Service in an amount of $53,064.  
 
This grant of $2,000,000 will bring current value of funding for this project up to $2,608,685. The funding increase 
will be reflected in WCA’s Fiscal Year 2022/2023 Capital Budget. 
 
The following table shows all secured funding to date for the project’s design and implementation:  
 

Oaks East Fork River Access Funding Summary 
Source Grant # Agency Secured Funding 
Prop 1 RMC19001 Rivers and Mountains Conservancy $451,714 
NFF/RLF  National Forest Foundation / Resource Legacy Fund $103,907 
USFS  United States Forest Service $53,064 
Non-Bond RMC22022 Rivers and Mountains Conservancy $2,000,000 

TOTAL: $2,608,685 
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Exhibit C 
Budget 
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Exhibit D
Timeline 
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January 19, 2023 - Item 11 

RESOLUTION 2023-02 

RESOLUTION OF THE WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY TO 
RATIFY APPLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF GRANT FUNDS FROM THE 
SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS 
NATURE BASED SOLUTIONS GRANT PROGRAM FOR THE OAKS EAST 
FORK RIVER ACCESS PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Watershed Conservation Authority (WCA) has been established as a joint powers agency 
between the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) and the Los 
Angeles County Flood Control District; and 

WHEREAS, the WCA has further been established to focus on projects which will provide open space, 
habitat restoration, and watershed improvement projects in both the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles 
Rivers watershed; and 

WHEREAS, this action will approve application to and acceptance of RMC Nature Based Solutions funds 
for the Oaks East Fork River Access Project; and  

WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of General Funds by the San Gabriel and 
Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) for the Nature Based Solutions Program in 
Section 69 of the Budget Act of 2021; and 

WHEREAS, the RMC has been delegated the responsibility for the administration of the grant program in 
its jurisdiction, setting up necessary procedures, and  

WHEREAS, said procedures established by the RMC require the WCA’s Governing Body to certify by 
resolution the approval of the Application before submission of said Application to the State, and  

WHEREAS, the WCA, as Applicant, will enter into a contract with the State of California for the Project, 
and 

WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act; 
NOW 

Therefore be it resolved that the WCA hereby: 

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of the WCA.
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2. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated January 19, 2023. 
 

4. APPROVES the application to the RMC Nature Based Solutions Grant Program.  
 

5. ACCEPTS RMC Nature Based Solutions Grant Program funds for the Oaks East Fork River Access 
Project.  
 

6. CERTIFIES that the Oaks East Fork River Access project is consistent with local or regional land use 
plans or Programs; and 
 

7. CERTIFIES that the Project is consistent with the goals of the Nature Based Solutions Grant 
Program including multi-beneficial and multi-jurisdictional ecosystem and watershed protection 
projects in accordance with statewide priorities; and  
 

8. CERTIFIES that the WCA has or will have sufficient funds to operate and maintain the Project that 
is being submitted for funding consideration; and 
 

9. CERTIFIES that the WCA has reviewed and understands the General Requirements and General 
Policies of the RMC Grant Program Guidelines; and  
 

10. APPOINTS the WCA governing board chair, or designee, to conduct all negotiations, and to 
execute and submit all documents including, but not limited to, applications, agreements, 
amendments, payment requests and so forth, which may be necessary for the completion of the 
aforementioned Project. 

 
 

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
        // 

 
 

Motion: _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 

Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
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Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
WATERSHED CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
On January 19, 2023 
 
 

_________________________________ 
Herlinda Chico 
Governing Board Chair 

 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 
 Elizabeth St. John  
 Deputy Attorney General 
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	FROM: Jeremy Munns, Project Manager
	THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer



