
Hon. Kathy Hochul 
Governor State of New York 
Executive Chamber State Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224 
  
Hon. Eric Adams 
Mayor of New York City 
City Hall 
New York, NY 10007 
  
Dear Governor Hochul and Mayor Adams, 
  
As the Rikers’ humanitarian crisis continues and New York City prepares for its closure, there is 
a great opportunity for New York to become a national leader in the treatment of mothers, 
daughters, and sisters in jail by creating a Women’s Center for Justice at the closed Lincoln 
Correctional Facility in Harlem. 
  
The city's current plan to shut Rikers and relocate those women and gender-expansive people to 
a new Kew Gardens, Queens facility in 2027, where they would share spaces and staff with men, 
would only replicate or worsen the abuse, trauma, and neglect they have already been subjected 
to. As is, their needs are not being uniquely served: roughly 81 percent have mental health 
concerns, an estimated 77 percent have experienced domestic violence, and most are mothers 
and primary caregivers. 
  
The women and gender-expansive people at the Rose M. Singer (Rosie’s) jail on Rikers Island 
would be best served in a new facility in Manhattan that offers gender-responsive care, safety, 
and healing. Manhattan is where the greatest number of those at Rosie’s are charged, thus 
making the space more accessible for their families. Securing the closed Lincoln Correctional 
Facility on West 110th Street not only follows the recommendations of former New York Former 
NY Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, head of the Rikers Commission, and the Mayor’s Social 
Justice Commission, but would also be the most to use as a humane solution.  At Lincoln, the 
Women’s Center for Justice can use a gender-responsive, trauma-informed care model that 
breaks the cycle of incarceration. It can promote successful reentry by offering a therapeutic 
setting that fosters community connections, family unification and skills building. 
  
Women and gender-expansive at Rosie’s deserve safety, dignity and justice, and New York City 
can deliver with a Women’s Center for Justice at Lincoln. 
  
It would make us all proud to know that New York could set a precedent for decarceration. 
  
Thank you for considering, 

 
 
 

 


