
 

Women’s Center for Justice in Harlem 

The mothers, daughters, and sisters at the Rose M. Singer (Rosie’s) jail on Rikers Island have been traumatized, abused, and 
neglected. Under the city’s plan to shut Rikers, they will be moved to a Kew Queens facility in 2027 that shares spaces and 
staff with men.  

#BEYONDrosies is calling for a new plan that would: 

1. Close Rosie’s before the city's 2027 timeline. 
2. Decarcerate to under 100 
3. Change the city's plan to replace Rosie's with a Kew Gardens facility that shares spaces with men, and instead use 

Lincoln at West 110th Street in Harlem as a more readily available, centrally located site that is separate from men.  
4. Transform Lincoln into a Women's Center for Justice that is operated by nonprofits using a Reentry at Entry model 

of therapeutic care, family unification and skills building, with the Department of Correction limited to securing the 
perimeters. 

 

Sign Our Letter to Governor & Mayor: womenscja.org 

Women & Gender-Expansive People at Rosie’s 

▪ April 2022 population roughly 300, from low of 149 in April 2020. 
▪ 53% are Black women. Harlem, the Bronx and East New York/Brownsville make up the top eight zip 

codes for Rosie’s admissions over the past five years.1  
▪ Over 70% are mothers; 77% are domestic violence survivors; 82% have mental health concerns; 25% 

experiencing homelessness. 
 

WOMEN’S CENTER FOR JUSTICE 
• “Reentry upon entry” model focused on trauma-informed care, family unification and skills building. Run by non-profits 

in a therapeutic setting with Department of Corrections limited to securing perimeter.  

• Spaces for community use and child-friendly visitation.  

• Exterior renovations & removal of barbed wire on roof to create outdoor green space.  

WHY LINCOLN 
Located at 31-33 West 110th Street in Central Harlem, Lincoln operated at state prison until 2019 with a capacity of 284.  

• More centrally located & public transportation options than planned Kew Gardens facility.  

• Among a few NYC sites zoned for a correctional facility; avoids a complicated rezoning process.  
• Avoids noise, congestion and infrastructure concerns associated with other types of development.  

 

SUPPORTERS 
• Hazel Dukes, NAACP New York. 

• Rev. Dr. Calvin Butts, Abyssinian Baptist Church 
• Pastor Michael A. Walrond Jr., First Corinthian Baptist Church  
• Exodus Transitional Community, East Harlem 

• Greer Ellis, Abyssinian Baptist Church, daughter of Eddie Ellis. 
• Ruth McDaniels, Community Leader, Vice President to the 32nd precinct council 

• Former Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman, head of the Rikers Commission 
• Mayor’s Social Justice Commission 

    Contact: Michelle Feldman, Campaign Director michelle@wcja.org 

                                                 
1 Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice. Provided May 2022 

http://womenscja.org/

