
Key Facts  
About Israel 

ISRAEL – A BEACON OF FREEDOM 
AND DEMOCRACY IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST 

•  Israel defines itself as a Jewish and democratic state, 
but in almost all aspects, Israel is a secular state, and 
freedom of religion is respected.

•  The vision of Israel’s founders was of an open and 
democratic state with a Jewish majority in which 
non-Jews would enjoy full and equal rights. The 
principle of equality for all citizens was enshrined 
in Israel’s Declaration of Independence and is 
protected by Israel’s Supreme Court.

•  All democratic freedoms familiar to a Western 
democracy are present in Israel. The country has 
a vigorous and diverse free press, a very well 
developed and active civil society, and a highly 
respected judicial system protecting individual rights. 
This is affirmed by the international freedom and 
democracy watchdog Freedom House.

•  In Israel, women have achieved substantial parity at 
almost all levels of society. Israel was the first Western 
country to have a female Prime Minister – Golda Meir.

•  Representatives of Arab and other minorities play 
a full and active role in the state, including as 
ministers in the government, justices of the Supreme 
Court, members of parliament, senior academics, 
ambassadors, members of the civil service, and in 
the military.

•  The Arab-Israeli conflict adds much complexity to the 
relationship between the Jewish majority and the Arab 
minority, and between Israeli Arabs and the state, 
but there are ongoing efforts by governmental and 
non-governmental agencies to overcome inequalities 
between Jews and Arabs in Israeli society.

ISRAEL AND PEACE

•  Israel has repeatedly engaged in efforts to make 
peace with its neighbours based on the principles 
of land for peace. Israel agreed to return the 
Sinai Peninsula to Egypt in return for peace and 
recognition in 1979. Israel withdrew from Palestinian 
population centres in Gaza and the West Bank as 
part of the Oslo Accords with the PLO signed in 1993. 
It also made territorial concessions to Jordan as part 
of the 1994 peace treaty between the two countries. 
In 2000, Israel complied with Security Council 
resolutions relating to Lebanon by withdrawing 
all its forces from South Lebanon. In 2005, Israel 
withdrew unilaterally from the Gaza Strip and part of 
the Northern West Bank.

•  Every Israeli government since 2000 has publicly 
committed Israel to the two-state solution as the 
best way to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
This solution, as defined by the Clinton parameters 
in December 2000, is a solution which results in ‘the 
State of Palestine as the homeland of the Palestinian 
people and the state of Israel as the homeland  
of the Jewish people.’

•  The principle of the two-state solution is that a 
Palestinian State will be created within the territory 
of Gaza and the West Bank, and will exist alongside 
and at peace with Israel. Repeated polls indicate 
that a majority of Israelis and Palestinians accept 
this idea, though it involves difficult compromises on 
both sides. For Israel it means giving up control of 
territory in the West Bank which is of great historic, 
cultural and strategic importance for the Jewish 
people. For Palestinians it means accepting that the 
solution for the Palestinian refugee problem lies not 
in refugees returning to Israel but in returning to a 
new Palestinian State.



WHY BOYCOTT CALLS ARE WRONG

•  A boycott would do nothing to contribute to the 
advancement of a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Far from helping the Palestinians, 
a boycott would hinder the development of dialogue 
between Israelis and Palestinians on which prospects 
for future peace and security rely.

•  The goal of peace depends on two sides, Israelis and 
Palestinians, working together with international 
support towards the mutual goal of a negotiated 
two-state solution. An environment of rejection 
and misdirected pressure targeted at Israel is 
counterproductive to an internationally-backed peace 
process premised on the development of mutual 
understanding and respect for both sides.

•  An academic and cultural boycott, which has 
been promoted by various trade unions and other 
activists, contradicts the principles of scientific ethics 
and the open spirit of international cooperation 
between scientists, artists and others. It is particularly 
counterproductive to target Israel’s academic 
community, which has a proud record of promoting 
honest debate, criticism and self-examination within  
Israeli society.

•  Israel’s universities have a significant Arab student 
intake and are important forums for interaction and 
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cooperation between Jews and Arabs. Arab citizens 
of Israel have increasingly risen to high ranks within 
Israeli academia. 

•  Whereas Israel, an open and democratic state in 
which Jewish and Arab citizens enjoy equal rights, 
and which embraces free academic inquiry, has 
been threatened with a boycott, no other country is 
subject to such a campaign. Prominent Palestinian 
academics such as Sari Nusseibeh, President of Al 
Quds University in East Jerusalem, have been firm 
critics of the movement to boycott Israeli universities 
and academics.

•  Similarly, an economic boycott cannot help the 
Palestinian people, whose future prosperity depends 
on creating an atmosphere of economic and political 
cooperation.

•  Since Israel’s establishment, the Arab world has tried 
to use an economic boycott to isolate and weaken 
Israel economically, and thus make the state non-
viable. Whilst Egypt and Jordan have direct trade 
links with Israel, most Arab states are reluctant to 
trade directly with Israel. The Roadmap peace plan 
specifically calls for the normalisation of relations 
between the Arab states and Israel, including the 
return of trade links.
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