
Protect Our Waterways (POW) is an organization made up of citizens committed to protecting our
environment from becoming Canada’s nuclear waste site through the construction of a radioactive
experiment they call a DGR. One of the things that keeps POW busy is keeping up to date on the nuclear
industry and NWMO’s latest “information”. There seems to be a common practice of their press releases
only sharing the information that supports their position. By reading the complete reports we are able to ask
questions about the concerns that they don’t want to talk about. We are often publicly accused of spreading
misinformation but they have never corrected what we share because it is information from their own
reports. The truth is, we share the “missed''information that they don’t want the public to ask about.
Unfortunately, the biggest challenge is getting local people interested in looking at both sides of the issue.
The NWMO and the nuclear industry have been pouring so much money into the community through
donations and grants that many residents aren’t interested in looking into the risks because they don’t want
those dollars to stop.
We have also been working hard to get this issue discussed beyond our community. POW has reached out
to contacts within the Canadian and American governments, finding support and making many important
connections.

Windsor MP Brian Masse:
https://www.lucknowsentinel.com/news/windsor-area-mp-visits-south-bruce-for-borehole-tour-comments-on-
divided-community
https://www.protectourwaterways.org/letter_from_brian_masse_mp_to_minister_of_environment_and_climat
e_change

Michigan Congressman Dan Kildee:
https://dankildee.house.gov/media/press-releases/kildee-introduces-bipartisan-resolution-opposing-propose
d-canadian-permanent
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Currently, along with We the Nuclear Free North, an organization working to protect the other possible site in
Northern Ontario from becoming the host for the proposed radioactive waste DGR, we are collecting
signatures on a petition that will be presented to the Government of Ontario by MPP’s who share our
concerns.

https://mailchi.mp/28b5e22bec35/2021review-5899500?e=effefbf198

Going forward POW is committed to continue to ask the real questions, share all the
information within our community and beyond and we will fight for a true referendum

paper ballot vote for the community.

What does it mean for the community if principle #34 isn’t corrected in the final hosting agreement? The
current draft hosting agreement leaves the community with little control over the future of the project. The
community will only be given the opportunity to make recommendations that the NWMO is allowed to
decline. What does adaptive really mean? What do the secret talks uncovered by CBC reporters where
former Prime Minister Jean Chretien was discussing importing nuclear waste from other countries mean?

What is the Systematic Development of Informed Consent? What does informed mean according to the
NWMO? What does it mean if we must be informed before we can make a decision? How independent are
the “independent” reports when some of the organizations have been working for and promoting the NWMO
at our local business association meetings? Why aren’t any negative possibilities included in the public
presentation and press releases of these reports?

https://mailchi.mp/28b5e22bec35/2021review-5899500?e=effefbf198


How can the NWMO claim it is International Best Practice when there are no operating DGRs in the world
for high level nuclear waste and history clearly shows us that previous attempts to bury nuclear waste has
resulted in accidents and failures? The only operating DGR in the world is for low/intermediate level waste
and it is in New Mexico in the middle of a desert. Unfortunately, its history includes accidents and leaks. If
the DGR is considered the best practice, why does the Canadian proposal have significant differences when
compared to other countries' proposals? Elevator vs shaft? 5cm copper coating vs only 3mm in Canada.
Who is right?



How large will the project ultimately become? Will they just expropriate more land if the project grows or it is
decided that a buffer zone is needed? The NWMO’s current property value protection plan is a win for the
NWMO and doesn’t protect local residents and it also ignores the important fact that for agriculture our
business and land can’t be separated and they only give value to the property not the connected business.
This would be a multi generation project yet the NWMO has an incredibly high turnover rate. Since January
2020, the only position that has the same individual is the president. How can we trust any claims by NWMO
employees when they will likely not be here to deal with any concerns or issues? What does the push for
SMRs mean for the types of waste that would eventually be stored in the proposed DGR?

How is it independent to have NWMO funded staff working in our municipal office?
How can we expect these NWMO funded staff members to fairly represent the residents?
What is the long term monitoring plan? The last response we received was that it would be decided in the
future based upon the technology available at that time.
What happens to the mine dewatering pumps at the time of decommissioning?

And as we continue to read reports we will continue to find new questions that need to be asked…

Stay up to date by following our Facebook page and visiting our website :

https://www.facebook.com/protectsouthbruce

https://www.protectourwaterways.org/
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