
GHQGHU ETXDOLW\ LQ SFKRRO EGXFDWLRQ

PRIORITIES

1. The UeYieZ of naWional cXUUicXlXm b\ Whe AXVWUalian CXUUicXlXm AVVeVVmenW and ReSoUWing
AXWhoUiW\ (ACARA) VhoXld inclXde gendeU eTXaliW\, UeVSecWfXl UelaWionVhiSV, Vafe and
conVenVXal Ve[XaliW\ edXcaWion aV coUe comSonenWV of Whe UeleYanW cXUUicXlXm fUom
FoXndaWion-12 oU K-12. TheVe cXUUicXlXm comSonenWV VhoXld be inclXViYe of Ve[, gendeU
and Ve[Xal diYeUViW\ and be age, VWage and cXlWXUall\ aSSUoSUiaWe.

2. A naWional agUeemenW VhoXld be deYeloSed b\ Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW in cooSeUaWion ZiWh
VWaWeV and WeUUiWoUieV Wo mandaWe UeVSecWfXl UelaWionVhiSV, Ve[XaliW\ and conVenW edXcaWion
acUoVV AXVWUalian VchoolV.

3. The foXU ke\ dUiYeUV of gendeU-baVed Yiolence VhoXld foUm SaUW of Whe conWenW of WheVe coUe
comSonenWV of Whe cXUUicXlXm, WhaW iV:

a. Condoning of Yiolence againVW Zomen.

b. Men¶V conWUol of deciVion-making and limiWV Wo Zomen¶V indeSendence.

c. SWeUeoW\Sed conVWUXcWionV of maVcXliniW\ and femininiW\.

d. DiVUeVSecW WoZaUd Zomen and male SeeU UelaWionV WhaW emShaViVe aggUeVVion. The
SaUWiciSaWion of VWXdenWV in VXch edXcaWion VhoXld be ZiWh Whe aSSUoYal of and in
cooSeUaWion ZiWh SaUenWV oU caUeUV.

RATIONALE

TheUe ZeUe oYeU 4 million VWXdenWV enUolled in all VchoolV acUoVV AXVWUalia in 2020. TheUe ZeUe
288,000 FXll Time ETXiYalenW WeacheUV in WheVe VchoolV of Zhom 206,000 ZeUe female. ThiV iV a
YaVW commXniW\.

The Vchool VecWoU haV been Whe ViWe of debaWe and conWeVW aboXW fXnding, cXUUicXlXm, Weaching
TXaliW\ and SUacWice, goYeUnance, SaUenWal aXWhoUiW\ and SaUWiciSaWion, among oWheU iVVXeV.
SchoolV aUe cUiWical Wo Whe edXcaWion and Vocial deYeloSmenW of VWXdenWV. SchoolV VhoXld be
Vociall\ and cXlWXUall\ VXSSoUWiYe and Vafe enYiUonmenWV foU all VWXdenWV.

WEL haV VWUongl\ adYocaWed oYeU decadeV foU VchoolV Wo enVXUe WhaW VWXdenW SaUWiciSaWion,
SeUfoUmance and achieYemenW aUe noW adYeUVel\ affecWed b\ Uigid noWionV of gendeU and gendeU
VWeUeoW\Se VeWWing diffeUenW e[SecWaWionV foU giUlV Whan foU bo\V oU e[cXVing XnacceSWable
behaYioXUV baVed on gendeU.

The gUoXndZoUk foU WhiV ZaV laid b\ a nXmbeU of Veminal UeSoUWV on giUlV and Vchooling
SUodXced in Whe 1970¶V and 80¶V:  Whe SchoolV CommiVVion in NoYembeU 1975; Whe AXVWUalian
EdXcaWion CoXncil in SeSWembeU 1985 and Whe CommonZealWh SchoolV CommiVVion in Ma\
1987. EYeU\ VWaWe and WeUUiWoU\ had a Solic\ on Ve[iVm oU non-Ve[iVW edXcaWion oU eTXaliW\ of
oSSoUWXniW\ and Whe eliminaWion of Ve[iVm.
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DeVSiWe WhiV, and deVSiWe Whe SaVVing of Whe AXVWUalian Se[ DiVcUiminaWion AcW (1984), Whe SoZeU
imbalanceV in VchoolV, Ve[Xal haUaVVmenW and diVcUiminaWion aUe VWill SUeVenW neaUl\ foXU
decadeV laWeU.

The deYeloSmenW of Vchool cXUUicXlXm iV led b\ ACARA in collaboUaWion ZiWh VWaWe and WeUUiWoU\
aXWhoUiWieV and Whe non-goYeUnmenW edXcaWion VecWoU. IW haV been condXcWing a UeYieZ of
naWional cXUUicXlXm and WhiV UeYieZ mXVW addUeVV Whe VcoXUge of Yiolence againVW Zomen b\
enVXUing WhaW WheUe iV conWenW bXilW inWo cXUUicXlXm Zhich aimV foU SUimaU\ SUeYenWion of Yiolence
againVW Zomen.
PUinciSleV VeW oXW in Whe NaWional Polic\ of 1987 VhoXld VeUYe aV a foXndaWion foU WhiV UeYieZ,
namel\ WhaW:

Schooling foU giUlV and bo\V VhoXld UeflecW Whe enWiWlemenW of all Zomen, in WheiU oZn
UighW, Wo    SeUVonal UeVSecW, economic VecXUiW\ and SaUWiciSaWion in, and inflXence oYeU,
deciVionV Zhich affecW WheiU liYeV (S28).

The FedeUal GoYeUnmenW ZiWh VWaWeV and WeUUiWoUieV VXSSoUWV OXU WaWch. IW haV been eVWabliVhed
aV a naWional leadeU in Whe SUimaU\ SUeYenWion of Yiolence againVW Zomen and WheiU childUen. IW
ZoUkV Wo embed gendeU eTXaliW\ and SUeYenW Yiolence ZheUe AXVWUalianV liYe, leaUn, ZoUk and
VocialiVe.

OXU WaWch haV deYeloSed Whe ReVSecWfXO ReOaWiRQVhiSV EdXcaWiRQ TRROkiW deVigned ³Wo helS
VchoolV deYeloS and imSlemenW a Zhole Vchool aSSUoach Wo SUeYenW gendeU-baVed Yiolence b\
SUomoWing eTXaliW\ and UeVSecWfXl UelaWionVhiSV´. ThiV ToolkiW needV Wo be Whe baViV of effecWiYe
SUogUamV acUoVV AXVWUalia.

SchoolV can noUmaliVe oU challenge gendeU-baVed Yiolence. The\ can conWUibXWe Wo addUeVVing
gendeU ineTXaliW\ and VWeUeoW\Sing b\ inWUodXcing gendeU UeVSonViYe and VenViWiYe conWenW
WhUoXghoXW Whe UeleYanW cXUUicXlXm.

Whole Vchool aSSUoacheV Wo cXUbing gendeU-baVed Yiolence Zhich aUe in-deSWh, ongoing and
XVe a Zide Uange of Weaching meWhodV, can haYe a SoViWiYe and endXUing inflXence on VWXdenWV.
BXW WheUe aUe man\ challengeV foU WeacheUV and VchoolV in deliYeUing VXch SUogUamV. TeacheU
SUeSaUaWion and WUaining and Vchool Slanning iV eVVenWial and WhiV needV Wo inYolYe SaUenWV and
Whe bUoadeU commXniW\.

The MaUch4JXVWice, 15 MaUch 2021 bUoXghW WhoXVandV of AXVWUalian Zomen onWo Whe VWUeeWV in
UallieV demanding a goYeUnmenW UeVSonVe Wo male Yiolence and Ve[Xal aVVaXlW. While Whe
SUeYenWion of Yiolence againVW Zomen iV eYeU\bod\¶V bXVineVV, iW iV VchoolV Zhich can conVWUXcW
Whe foXndaWionV foU SUeYenWion b\ conWUibXWing Wo changing aWWiWXdeV, behaYioXUV and SUacWiceV
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and bXilding knoZledge and beliefV aboXW gendeU UeVSecW. GendeU eTXaliW\ needV Wo be ZoYen
inWo Whe Vchool¶V cXlWXUe, SolicieV and SUacWiceV.

WEL conVideUV WhaW mandaWed UeVSecWfXl UelaWionVhiSV edXcaWion SUogUamV aUe a cUiWical SaUW of
an inWUicaWe WaSeVWU\ of meaVXUeV UeTXiUed Wo end all foUmV of Yiolence againVW Zomen.
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9RFDWLRQDO EGXFDWLRQ DQG TUDLQLQJ (9ET)

PRIORITIES

1. The caUe econom\, ZheUe Zomen SUedominaWe aV ZoUkeUV, VhoXld aWWUacW incUeaVed
goYeUnmenW WUaining inYeVWmenW WhUoXgh Whe allocaWion of VXbVidi]ed WUaining SlaceV foU enWU\
leYel coXUVeV WogeWheU ZiWh coXUVeV foU Ue-WUaining oU XSgUading VkillV.

2. AffoUdable WeUWiaU\ edXcaWion oSSoUWXniWieV WhUoXgh TAFE oU a VET SUoYideU, VhoXld be
aYailable foU SaUW-Wime Zomen ZoUkeUV in loZ Said indXVWUieV and in inVecXUe ZoUk Wo aVViVW
Whem Wo diYeUVif\ and e[Sand WheiU occXSaWional choiceV aV Zell aV adYancing Wo beWWeU Said
decenW jobV.

3. The JobTUaineU FXnd eVWabliVhed Wo addUeVV Whe economic imSacW of COVID-19 and WaUgeWed
aW Vchool leaYeUV and Whe \oXng XnemSlo\ed VhoXld be e[Wended be\ond 2022 and SlaceV
allocaWed Wo VXSSoUW aged caUe and oWheU caUe indXVWUieV ZiWh VkillV gaSV and VhoUWageV
idenWified b\ Ro\al CommiVVion inTXiUieV (aged caUe, diVabiliW\).

4. The enWU\ of Zomen inWo beWWeU-Sa\ing male-dominaWed occXSaWionV, Zhich aWWUacW WUaining
VXbVidieV and aVVXUed job VecXUiW\, VhoXld be faciliWaWed b\ WaUgeWed VSecialiVed WUaining
VXSSoUW Zhich iV gendeU VenViWiYe, cXlWXUall\ Vafe and aSSUoSUiaWe and cXVWomi]ed Wo addUeVV
WheiU leaUning UeTXiUemenWV.

RATIONALE

Women¶V VkillV and WheiU Said and XnSaid laboXU aUe an eVVenWial SaUW of AXVWUalian VocieW\ and
iWV econom\. RecoYeU\ fUom Whe economic imSacW of Whe COVID-19 Sandemic needV Wo Wake
accoXnW of Whe loVV of jobV b\ man\ Zomen in indXVWUieV ZheUe Whe\ aUe Whe majoU emSlo\eeV:
hoVSiWaliW\, UeWail, aUWV and WoXUiVm. IndigenoXV Zomen, CALD Zomen and Zomen ZiWh a
diVabiliW\, ZheWheU Whe\ aUe \oXng oU oldeU face SaUWicXlaU challengeV in acceVVing WUaining. LoZ
Said ZoUkeUV in Whe caUe indXVWUieV aUe ofWen alVo loZ-Vkilled. OSSoUWXniWieV foU all WheVe gUoXSV
of Zomen Wo XSgUade WheiU VkillV oU UeWUain aUe deSendenW on a UeceSWiYe and VXSSoUWiYe
emSlo\eU aV Zell aV aYailabiliW\ and affoUdabiliW\ of VET coXUVeV.

The GoYeUnmenW in iWV Women¶V BXdgeW SWaWemenW, 2021-22 SS.48-49, acknoZledged WhaW
gUadXaWeV of VET Wend Wo haYe VWUong laboXU maUkeW oXWcomeV. Female VWXdenWV comSUiVed
46% of WoWal VET VWXdenWV in 2019, bXW ZeUe concenWUaWed in edXcaWion, healWh oU naWXUal and
Sh\Vical VcienceV fieldV of VWXd\.
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VET iV cUiWical Wo gendeU eTXaliW\. Lack of acceVV Wo affoUdable coXUVeV oU inadeTXaWe VXSSoUW Wo
comSleWe coXUVeV doeV UeVXlW in feZeU oSWionV foU Zomen. The gendeUed linkV beWZeen Zomen¶V
SaUWiciSaWion in VET and decenW Zell-Said ZoUk mXVW be beWWeU acknoZledged and XndeUVWood.
TAFE, Whe SXblic VET SUoYideU, had oYeU man\ \eaUV deYeloSed Whe SolicieV Wo SXUVXe
imSUoYemenW in Zomen¶V SaUWiciSaWion in Whe fXll Uange of VET coXUVeV SaUWicXlaUl\ in emeUging
indXVWUieV.

WEL ZiWh Whe NaWional FoXndaWion of AXVWUalian Women haV aUgXed WhaW Whe UeVWoUaWion of TAFE
aV Whe majoU VET SXblicl\ fXnded SUoYideU iV eVVenWial Wo Whe fXWXUe of AXVWUalia¶V econom\ and
Whe UecoYeU\ fUom Whe Sandemic, aV Zell aV Whe Zell-being of Zomen Vo WhaW Whe\ can conWUibXWe
Wo WheiU financial indeSendence and economic VecXUiW\.

The e[WenVion of Whe JobTUaineU FXnd be\ond 2022, giYen Whe VXSSoUW iW haV Vo faU SUoYided foU
Zomen ZoUking in Whe aged caUe VecWoU, ZoXld be a booVW Wo Zomen¶V VkillV, emSlo\menW
SUoVSecWV and SoWenWiall\ WheiU ZageV and coXld conWUibXWe Wo majoU imSUoYemenWV in Whe TXaliW\
of aged caUe deliYeUed b\ cXUUenW SUoYideUV. MeaVXUing Whe oXWcomeV fUom WhiV addiWional
fXnding VhoXld be a UeTXiUemenW of all VET SUoYideUV. EnUolmenWV and comSleWionV b\ gendeU
and field of VWXd\ aUe noW collecWed in a Wimel\ Za\ noU fXUWheU diVaggUegaWed b\ langXage, CALD
backgUoXnd, diVabiliW\ and IndigenoXV gUoXSV.

The AXVWUalian ASSUenWiceVhiS SXSSoUW NeWZoUk deliYeUing 5000 addiWional GaWeZa\ SeUYiceV foU
in-WUaining VXSSoUW foU Zomen commencing in non-WUadiWional occXSaWionV iV anoWheU model of
WaUgeWed fXnding Zhich needV Wo be e[Sanded and inWegUaWed inWo VET V\VWem VWXdenW VXSSoUW.
ThiV SUogUam VhoXld be a SUioUiW\ of Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW giYen Whe SaUloXV VWaWe of Whe
VWUXcWXUed and VXbVidiVed aSSUenWiceVhiS and WUaineeVhiS V\VWem.

The obVeVVion b\ all goYeUnmenWV ZiWh haYing indXVWU\-led, XVeU-Sa\V YocaWional edXcaWion and
WUaining, UeflecWed in VXcceVViYe bXdgeWV and UeYieZV and When UeVWUXcWXUing and UefoUm, haV
VimSl\ UeVXlWed in dUamaWic declineV in aSSUenWice and WUainee nXmbeUV. AV of SeSWembeU 2020,
accoUding Wo NCVER figXUeV on commencemenWV of aSSUenWiceV and WUaineeV, onl\ 2% of
ZoUkeUV ZeUe emSlo\ed aV aSSUenWiceV oU WUaineeV. Of Whe 126,665 commencemenWV, WheUe
ZeUe onl\ 60,115 WUade aSSUenWiceV ± a decline of 15.7% fUom 2019 and 66,545 non-WUadeV
doZn b\ 21.4% fUom 2019. Of Whe WoWal, 81,955 ZeUe male and 44,710 ZeUe female, doZn
18.6% fUom 2019. OYeUall Whe decline in commencemenWV aV Zell aV comSleWionV haV conWinXed
iWV doZnZaUd VSiUal. BeWZeen 2016 and 2020, commencemenWV fell b\ 25.4% and comSleWionV
fell b\ 22.4%.

DXUing 2020, WheUe ZaV VignificanW diVUXSWion Wo WhiV SaUW of Whe WUaining V\VWem, deSendenW aV iW
iV on ZoUkSlace-baVed WUaining, dXe Wo COVID-19 UeVWUicWionV. RecenW anal\ViV condXcWed b\
Michelle Hall foU NCVER on Whe imSacWV of COVID-19 on WUaining acWiYiW\ in WhaW \eaU, VhoZed,
foU e[amSle, conWUacW VXVSenVionV incUeaVed b\ neaUl\ 600% foU femaleV in Whe MaUch and JXne
TXaUWeUV of 2020; foU maleV iW ZaV beWZeen 200% and 300%. The indXVWUieV WhaW e[SeUienced
Vome of Whe moVW VXbVWanWial diVUXSWion Wo conWUacW commencemenWV inclXded: adminiVWUaWiYe
and VXSSoUW VeUYiceV; WUanVSoUW, SoVWal and ZaUehoXVing, and infoUmaWion, media and
WelecommXnicaWionV. The indXVWUieV WhaW e[SeUienced Whe moVW SUominenW incUeaVeV in conWUacW
VXVSenVionV in Whe fiUVW half of 2020 inclXded aUWV and UecUeaWion VeUYiceV; accommodaWion and
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food VeUYiceV; WUanVSoUW, SoVWal and ZaUehoXVing; UeWail WUade, and agUicXlWXUe, foUeVWU\ and
fiVhing.

WEL callV on Whe NCVER Wo collecW daWa b\ Ve[ and SXbliVh WhiV daWa aW oWheU inWeUVecWionV of
diVadYanWage: IndigenoXV, SeoSle ZiWh a diVabiliW\, SeoSle fUom CALD commXniWieV aV Zell aV
Uegional bUeakdoZnV. Good Solic\ and SUogUam deYeloSmenW UeTXiUeV a VoXnd and
conWemSoUaU\ eYidence baVe.
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EDUO\ FKLOGKRRG HGXFDWLRQ DQG FDUH

PRIORITIES

1. FHGHUDO GRYHUQPHQW WR OHDG D QDWLRQDO WUDQVLWLRQ WR IUHH HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG HGXFDWLRQ
DQG FDUH.
FUee eaUl\ childhood edXcaWion and caUe ZoXld UemoYe coVW and condiWionV aV imSedimenWV
Wo childUen¶V SaUWiciSaWion, VimSlif\ ZhaW iV SUeVenWl\ a comSle[ VXbVid\ V\VWem foU SaUenWV Wo
naYigaWe and UemoYe diVincenWiYeV foU SUimaU\ caUeUV, Zho aUe oYeUZhelmingl\ Zomen, Wo
enWeU and Uemain in fXll-Wime emSlo\menW.

2. FHGHUDO GRYHUQPHQW WR ZRUN ZLWK VWDWHV DQG WHUULWRULHV WR HVWDEOLVK XQLYHUVDO
SUH-VFKRRO IRU DOO 3 DQG 4 \HDU ROGV.
UniYeUVal SUe-Vchool foU 3 and 4 \eaU oldV haV Whe SoWenWial Wo imSUoYe childUen¶V cogniWiYe,
emoWional and Vocial deYeloSmenW and WheiU Vchool SeUfoUmance.

3. GRYHUQPHQW DFWLRQ WR ERRVW SD\, FRQGLWLRQV, SURIHVVLRQDO UHFRJQLWLRQ DQG FDUHHU
SDWKZD\V IRU HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG HGXFDWRUV DQG WHDFKHUV.
High TXaliW\ eaUl\ edXcaWion and caUe UeTXiUeV a Zell-WUained, highl\ Vkilled SUofeVVional
ZoUkfoUce ZiWh good Sa\ and condiWionV. ImSUoYed Sa\, SUofeVVional UecogniWion and caUeeU
SaWhZa\V Zill lead Wo gUeaWeU VWabiliW\ in Whe indXVWU\ Zhich iV cXUUenWl\ facing a VWaffing cUiViV
UelaWed Wo high VWaff WXUnoYeU and difficXlWieV in aWWUacWing SUofeVVional edXcaWoUV.

4. AOLJQ HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG HGXFDWLRQ DQG FDUH SROLFLHV DQG GHOLYHU\ ZLWK 12 PRQWKV SDLG
SDUHQWDO OHDYH VKDUHG EHWZHHQ SDUHQWV DQG OHJLVODWHG IOH[LEOH ZRUN DQG OHDYH
SURYLVLRQV IRU SDUHQWV DQG FDUHJLYHUV.
An incUeaVe Wo Whe OECD aYeUage of 12 monWhV Said SaUenWal leaYe VhaUed b\ SaUenWV, ZiWh
an oSWion of VWaging Whe leaYe in blockV oYeU 2 \eaUV, ZoXld helS SaUenWV Wo caUe foU childUen
in Whe fiUVW 2 \eaUV.

TUanViWion Wo eaUl\ childhood caUe and edXcaWion ZiWh moUe fle[ible ZoUk SUoYiVionV in
aZaUdV coXld folloZ VhaUed Said leaYe. Single SaUenWV VhoXld be eligible foU 12 monWhV Said
leaYe in UecogniWion of Whe addiWional bXUden of SaUenWing.

5. RHYLHZ WKH PDUNHW GULYHQ V\VWHP IRU HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG HGXFDWLRQ DQG FDUH, LQFOXGLQJ
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV IRU IXQGLQJ, GHOLYHU\ DQG VWDQGDUGV.
A fXll\ indeSendenW e[SeUW UeYieZ inWo AXVWUalia¶V cXUUenW maUkeW baVed childcaUe and eaUl\
leaUning V\VWem VhoXld conVideU: Whe leYelV of goYeUnmenW Zhich aUe beVW VXiWed Wo fXnd,
UegXlaWe and deliYeU VeUYiceV; aYenXeV foU moUe diYeUVe commXniW\ conWUol and inSXW; Whe
aSSUoSUiaWeneVV of SUofiW dUiYen VeUYiceV, and oSSoUWXniWieV foU moUe diUecW goYeUnmenW
leadeUVhiS and inYolYemenW in Whe VecWoU.

6. DHYHORS D FOHDU QDWLRQDO YLVLRQ IRU HDUO\ FKLOGKRRG HGXFDWLRQ DQG FDUH DV D EDVLV IRU
IXQGLQJ GHFLVLRQV WR GULYH LPSURYHPHQWV LQ VWDQGDUGV DQG IUDPH VHUYLFH GHVLJQ DQG
GHOLYHU\.
AXVWUalia needV beWWeU SXblic and SoliWical XndeUVWanding of Whe mXlWiSle Za\V a Zell-fXnded
XniYeUVal eaUl\ childhood edXcaWion and caUe V\VWem coXld Sla\ in fXWXUe µnaWion bXilding¶:
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UedXce coVWV foU UeaUing childUen; enable Zomen¶V fXll ZoUkfoUce SaUWiciSaWion; foVWeU all
childUen¶V cogniWiYe, Vocial and emoWional deYeloSmenW and, WhUoXgh SUe-Vchool, aVViVW
edXcaWion eTXiW\ WhUoXgh Vchool SUeSaUaWion and imSUoYed edXcaWion oXWcomeV.

RATIONALE

The cRXQWiQg Whe cRVW WR faPiOieV: AVVeVViQg chiOdcaUe affRUdabiOiW\ iQ AXVWUaOia UeSRUW (AXgXVW
2021) modelV Whe imSacW of Whe FedeUal GoYeUnmenW¶V UecenW childcaUe VXbVid\ annoXncemenW.
ThiV foXnd WhaW one in WhUee familieV aUe VSending moUe on childcaUe Whan gUoceUieV Wo feed WheiU
famil\ and 85% of familieV aUe VSending moUe on childcaUe Whan on WheiU XWiliW\ billV. The UeSoUW
XVeV an inWeUnaWional benchmaUk of no moUe Whan 7% of diVSoVable income VSenW on childcaUe
Wo deWeUmine childcaUe affoUdabiliW\ foU familieV. US Wo 50% of hoXVeholdV VSend moUe Whan 7%
of WheiU income on childcaUe coVWV.

A comSle[ fee VXbVid\ V\VWem, inWeUVecWing ZiWh Wa[ and oWheU alloZanceV, diVcoXUageV moWheUV¶
fXll Wime ZoUkfoUce SaUWiciSaWion, conWUibXWing Wo AXVWUalia haYing one of Whe loZeVW SUoSoUWionV of
Zomen in fXll Wime ZoUk in Whe OECD. Women conVWiWXWe 38.0% of all fXll-Wime emSlo\eeV and
67.6% of all SaUW-Wime emSlo\eeV.

AcWiYiW\ WeVW condiWionV Zhich UeVWUicW acceVV Wo VXbVidi]ed childcaUe Wo childUen ZhoVe SaUenWV
eiWheU ZoUk oU engage in aSSUoYed acWiYiWieV haYe limiWed Whe acceVV Wo childcaUe of Vome of Whe
SooUeVW childUen Zho coXld benefiW Whe moVW fUom TXaliW\ eaUl\ edXcaWion and caUe.

The FedeUal GoYeUnmenW VSendV aUoXnd $8m a \eaU on childcaUe VXbVidieV. FUee childcaUe
coXld WUiSle WhiV bXW ZoXld be moUe Whan comSenVaWed b\ gainV in SUodXcWiYiW\ fUom Zomen¶V
ZoUkfoUce SaUWiciSaWion and imSUoYemenWV in Vchool SeUfoUmance.

RelaWiYe Wo oWheU adYanced economieV VXch aV Whe UK and NZ, AXVWUalian childUen aUe
VignificanWl\ leVV likel\ Wo SaUWiciSaWe in foUmal childcaUe in Whe cUXcial deYeloSmenWal \eaUV of
ageV 3 and 4. Onl\ 66% of 3 \eaU old AXVWUalianV aUe in an\ W\Se of foUmal caUe comSaUed ZiWh
100% in Whe UK and 95% in NeZ Zealand. ThiV iV SaUWicXlaUl\ Whe caVe ZiWh childUen of SooU and
geogUaShicall\ iVolaWed familieV and AboUiginal childUen Zho aUe moVW diVadYanWaged in Whe
foUmal edXcaWion V\VWem. AXVWUalia haV Vome of Whe moVW ineTXiWable edXcaWion oXWcomeV in Whe
OECD. TheUe iV a Uange of UeVeaUch VhoZing WhaW SaUWiciSaWion in 2 \eaUV of SUe-Vchool iV linked
ZiWh laWeU cogniWiYe, emoWional and Vocial deYeloSmenW and Vchool achieYemenW.

The oYeUZhelming SUoSoUWion of eaUl\ childhood edXcaWoUV aUe Zomen. TheiU aYeUage Wake
home Sa\ iV aUoXnd $21 an hoXU. RecenW aWWemSWV b\ indXVWU\ XnionV Wo make Whe caVe foU ZoUk
YalXe caVeV haYe failed. TheUe iV conVenVXV amongVW adYocaWeV, UeVeaUcheUV and moVW Seak
bodieV WhaW dXe Wo loZ ZageV, loZ leYelV of SUofeVVional UecogniWion, YeU\ limiWed caUeeU
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SaWhZa\V and ZoUVening condiWionV, inclXding VWaff VhoUWageV and SUoYideU e[SecWaWionV foU
XnSaid ZoUk, Whe VecWoU iV XndeUgoing a ZoUVening VWaffing cUiViV ZiWh loZ leYelV of UecUXiWmenW
and UeWenWion and high WXUnoYeU.

A UecenW ZoUkfoUce VXUYe\ Big SWeSV, b\ Whe UniWed WoUkeUV Union, foXnd WhaW 37% of edXcaWoUV
did noW inWend Wo VWa\ in Whe VecWoU long-WeUm and of WhiV gUoXS 74% inWend Wo leaYe ZiWhin Whe
ne[W 3 \eaUV.

AW 18 ZeekV, AXVWUalia¶V Said SaUenWal leaYe Vcheme, Said Wo Whe SUimaU\ caUeU, iV one of Whe
VhoUWeVW in Whe OECD. The aYeUage lengWh of Said SaUenWal leaYe in Whe OECD iV aUoXnd 55
ZeekV. DeVSiWe 2 ZeekV Said µdadV¶ leaYe¶ on WoS of Whe 18 ZeekV, AXVWUalian faWheUV Wake YeU\
liWWle leaYe and VSend leVV Wime ZiWh WheiU childUen Whan WheiU OECD SeeUV. In conjXncWion ZiWh
fle[ible ZoUk aUUangemenWV, a VWaged incUeaVe Wo 12 monWhV Said SaUenWal leaYe Wo be VhaUed b\
boWh SaUenWV and Waken in blockV oYeU 2 \eaUV ZoXld helS SaUenWV Wo caUe foU childUen in Whe fiUVW
2 \eaUV, ZiWh VXSSoUWed WUanViWion Wo fle[ible caUe VeUYiceV and moUe foUmal eaUl\ childhood
edXcaWion and caUe.

The cXUUenW maUkeW dUiYen V\VWem foU eaUl\ childhood edXcaWion and caUe iV fUagmenWed and
e[SenViYe foU SaUenWV, Zhile being deSendenW on mXlWiSle fXnding VoXUceV fUom VWaWe and
fedeUal goYeUnmenWV. 50% of SUoYideUV aUe SUiYaWe foU-SUofiW ZiWh aUoXnd 35% SUiYaWe noW-foU
SUofiWV and Whe UemaindeU a mi[ of VWaWe goYeUnmenW VchoolV, VWaWe goYeUnmenW, local
goYeUnmenW and a feZ SUiYaWe and CaWholic VchoolV.

PUe-Vchool and long da\ caUe VeUYiceV oYeUlaS and YaU\ acUoVV VWaWeV. LaUge ASX liVWed
foU-SUofiW SUoYideUV dominaWe Whe long da\ caUe VecWoU, alongVide Vmall foU-SUofiW oSeUaWoUV, laUge
noW-foU-SUofiWV and Vome commXniW\ SUoYideUV. PaUenWV aUe confXVed b\ Whe fee VXbVid\ baVed
on income, UegXlaU XnUegXlaWed fee incUeaVeV folloZing neZ goYeUnmenW fXnding Wo SUoYideUV,
Whe acWiYiW\ WeVW - Zhich eVSeciall\ imSacWV Vingle moWheUV and SooUeU commXniWieV - and oWheU
condiWionV VXch aV Whe nXmbeU of childUen a famil\ alUead\ haV in childcaUe and SUe-Vchool.

ThiV comSle[iW\ and Whe confXVion iW cUeaWeV foU SaUenWV conWUibXWeV Wo AXVWUalia¶V loZ
SaUWiciSaWion UaWe in foUmal eaUl\ childhood edXcaWion and caUe UelaWiYe Wo oWheU OECD coXnWUieV.

GoYeUnmenW inTXiUieV, adYocaWeV and UeVeaUcheUV (VXch aV Whe PUodXcWiYiW\ CommiVVion InTXiU\
ReSoUW on ChildcaUe and EaUl\ Childhood LeaUning in 2014) agUee on Whe mXlWiSle benefiWV Wo
AXVWUalia fUom inYeVWing in a high TXaliW\ and XniYeUVal eaUl\ childhood edXcaWion and caUe
V\VWem. The VecWoU iV UighWl\ Veen aV Whe majoU economic dUiYeU foU Zomen¶V ZoUkSlace
SaUWiciSaWion and aVVociaWed SUodXcWiYiW\ incUeaVeV, bXW WheUe iV leVV emShaViV on Whe UelaWed
long-WeUm benefiWV foU childUen, SaUenWV (SaUWicXlaUl\ eTXali]ing ZiWh faWheUV Whe cXUUenW caUe
bXUdenV caUUied b\ moWheUV), SaUenWal Zell-being and Whe commXniW\.

A naWional YiVion VWaWemenW ZoXld claUif\ and VSell oXW Whe UoleV eaUl\ childhood edXcaWion and
caUe can Sla\ in VWUengWhening AXVWUalia¶V economic life, Vocial inclXVion, edXcaWion eTXiW\ and
Zell-being, and ZoXld helS VhaSe fXWXUe Slanning and fXnding SUioUiWieV.
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